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Besides the requirement of compact size and wide
bandwidth, the antenna needed to possess good radiation
characteristics such as gain and efficiency. It’s well known
the extension of the effective aperture of the antenna
improves it gain and efficiency performance.
Conventionally this can be achieved by increasing the
effective cross-sectional area of antenna. The proposed
antenna’s effective aperture was increased by simply
increasing the number of CRLH-TL unit-cells, which is
confirmed in Fig. 7, without increasing its physical size.
Antenna with four unit-cells provides a gain and efficiency
of 4.94 dBi and 74%, respectively, at 7 GHz. Increasing the
unit-cells from four to six results in gain and efficiency
improvement to 6.1 dBi and 85%, respectively.

The optimized dimensions of the antenna parameters and
equivalent electrical circuit are given in Table I.

Fig. 7. Gain and efficiency performance as a function of number of CRLH-
TL unit-cells.

Table I – Dimensions of Antenna and Parameter values

Number of Unit Cells 6

Length of Cavities ( ) 2.50 mm

Width of Cavities ( ) 0.50 mm

Distances between Slits 0.60 mm

Width of Spirals 0.25 mm

Spacing of Spirals 0.25 mm

Turns of Spirals 2

Height of Via Hole 0.80 mm

Length of SMD1206 4.20 mm

Amount of SMD1206 20 Ω 

CL 3.2 pF

LL 4.5 nH

CR 1.5 pF

LR 3.4 nH

GL 5.6 S

GR 3.2 S

RL 6.0 Ω 

RR 4.2 Ω 

Three simulation tools, i.e. ADS, HFSS and CST MWS,
were used to compare the performance of the antenna. The
antenna’s performance was measured to validate the design.
The simulated averaged gain and averaged efficiency of the
antenna using HFSS, CST MWS and ADS are 4.5 dBi and
76%, respectively, at 5.8 GHz; 4.9 dBi and 80%,
respectively, at 6.6 GHz; and 4.65 dBi and 78%,
respectively, at 7.3 GHz. The measured gain and efficiency
response are plotted in Fig. 8. The measured gain and
efficiency are 4.3 dBi and 74%, respectively, at 5.8 GHz;
4.8 dBi and 78%, respectively, at 6.6 GHz; and 4.6 dBi and
76%, respectively, at 7.3 GHz.

Fig. 8. The measured gain and efficiency performance.

The measured E-plane and H-plane radiation patterns at
spot frequencies of 5.8 GHz, 6.6 GHz and 7.3 GHz are
plotted in Fig. 9. The antenna radiates unidirectionally with
3 dB angular beamwidth of 90 degrees.

Fig. 9. E-plane and H-plane radiation patterns at 5.8, 6.6 and 7.3 GHz.
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The surface current distribution over the proposed
antenna at various frequencies is shown in Fig. 10. The U-
shaped slots affect the current flow over the antenna to
generate the radiation patterns shown in Fig. 9 that are
stable across its operating frequency range of 5.8 GHz to 7.3
GHz.

Table II summarizes the antenna performance in terms
of dimensions, impedance bandwidth, gain and efficiency.
The proposed antenna has advantages of low profile,
relatively wide impedance bandwidth, high gain, and high
efficiency across 5.8 GHz to 7.3 GHz. The antenna is simple
to design and cost effective to manufacture.

@ 5.8 GHz

@ 6.6 GHz

@ 7.3 GHz

Fig. 10. Surface current density distribution over the antenna.

Table II. Summary of Antenna Performance

Dimensions
Impedance
bandwidth

Gain (dBi)
@ freq.
(GHz)

Efficiency @
freq. (GHz)

20.4×6.8×0.8 mm3

or
0.39λ0×0.13λ0×0.015λ0

@ 5.8 GHz

23%
(5.8-7.3 GHz)

4.3 @ 5.8
4.8 @ 6.6
4.6 @ 7.3

74% @ 5.8
78% @ 6.6
76% @ 7.3

III. CONCLUSION

A compact and low profile antenna design is proposed that
is based on composite right-left handed transmission-line
unit-cells consisting of a U-shaped slot and a spiral inductor
that is short-circuited to ground using via-holes. The
rectangular antenna which is embedded with the unit-cells
and the number of unit-cells is shown to determine the
antenna’s impedance bandwidth. The antenna’s performance

was validated through measurements. Over the operating
frequency range of 5.8 GHz to 7.3 GHz it provides an
average gain of 4.57 dBi and an average efficiency of 76%.
Its unidirectional radiation pattern is stable over its
operating frequency range.
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