
The Tin Chok Textile and Weaving Tradition of Mae Chaem, Thailand 

Orrapavadee Serewiwattana 

A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements of 

London Metropolitan University 

For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

February 2015 

Volume Two 



IMAGING SERVICES NORTH 
Boston Spa, Wetherby 

West Yorkshire, LS23 7BQ 

www.bl.uk 

PAGES 136-149 ARE 

EXCLUDED FROM 

DIGITISED THESIS 

PLEASE REFER TO THE 

ORIGINAL TEXT TO SEE 

TH IS MATERIAL 



IMAGING SERVICES NORTH 
Boston Spa, Wetherby 

West Yorkshire, lS23 7BQ 

www.bl.uk 

BEST COpy AVAILABLE. 

VARIABLE PRI NT QUALITY 



2 





4 



5 



6 



7 







10 



Tin chok No: 004. 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1933 

Code: MC/LCA/TC/ A004 

Size: 72.5x29cm 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin chok type A 

Description: (Classic) three-piece cotton sarong comprising tin chok variant diamond 

design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours are black outline with 

detailing of red and yellow motifs. Additional one piece of motif Type A tin chok lai 

kom in different motif colours to complete sarong size. 

Remark 

Extra pieces of fabric were extended from the body to the foot of the sarong for a 

larger person than the previous owner. The colour on the additional piece is clearer 

but the patterns are almost symmetrical. 



Tin chok No: 005. Code: MC/LCA/TC/ AOOS 

Name: Tin chok /ai kom 

Year: 1923 Size: 71 x30.2cm 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin ch ok type A 

Description: one-piece cotton foot of sarong comprising tin chok variant 

diamond design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours are black 

outline with detailing of red and yellow motifs. 

Remark 

Only the imperfect foot part has been stored. The moth holes appeared on the 

fabric. The top and the side parts were torn. 
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Tin chok No: 006. 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1928 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin chok type A 

Code: MC/lCA/TC/ A006 

Size: 68x23.Scm 

Description: one-piece cotton foot of sarong comprising tin chok variant 

diamond design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours are red 

outline with detailing of orange and yellow motifs. 

Remark: 

Only the imperfect foot part has been stored. There were few places torn apart. 

Restoring was attempted. The main piece maintained good clear colour. 
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Tin chok No: 012. Code: MC/LCA/TC/ A012 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1928 Size: 67.Sx29cm 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin chok type A 

Description: one-piece cotton foot of sarong comprising tin chok variant 

diamond design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours black 

outline/detailing of red and yellow motifs. 

Remark 

The colour is faded. There are some repairs by using similar colour material at 

the edge of the fabric. 
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Tin chok No: 014. 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1926 

Code: MC/lCA/TC/A014 

Size: 66x28.Scm 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin chok type A 

Description: three-piece cotton sarong comprising tin chok variant diamond 

design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours black 

outline/detailing of red and yellow motifs. 

Remark 

Rather perfect piece of sarong and with clear colour with slightly flaw at the 

edge of the fabric. 
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Tin chok No: 020. 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1925 

Code: MC/LCA/TC/ A020 

Size: 65x27cm 

Place: Mae Chaem learning centre (museum) 

Observation: Tin ch ok type A 

Description: Classic three-piece sarong comprising tin chok variant diamond 

design in traditional five line set motifs. Dominant colours black 

outline/detailing of red, blue and yellow motifs. 

Remark 

There are a few moth holes. The colours are slightly faded. The upper part of 

the diamond design is frayed. 
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Tin chok No: 085. Code: ~C/LCA/TC/A085 

Name: Tin chok lai kom 

Year: 1993 Size: 68.5x27cm 

Place: Chiangmai province 

Observation: Tin chok type A 

Description: Classic three-piece sarong which is disintegrating because tin 

chok is woven from soft spun synthetic yarns using synthetic dyes. The 

irregular diamond pattern design is a consequence of the ravages of the short 

life time of this kan sam e//e (three bowl) specimen. 

Remark 

The sarong and tin chok are in good condition. There are some threads fraying 

at the hang sapao area. 
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Fig 6.1.2 

Fig 6.1.3 

Fig 6.1.4 
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Fig. 6.2.1 Nu ssara home Fig. 6.2.2 Entrance to lea rning centre 

Fig. 6.2.3 Learning centre Fig. 6.2.4 Museum display 
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Fig. 6.2.5 Display cotton yarn 

Fig. 6.2.6 Learning centre living room area 
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Fig. 6.3.1 Cotton sample Fig. 6.3.2 Hand spin 

Fig. 6.3 .3 Disp lay in museum Fig. 6.3.4 Sample tin chok product 
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Fig. 6.3.5 Tin chok sarong sample Fig . 6.3.6 Museum display 

Fig. 6.3.7 Museum display Fig . 6.3.8 Cotton hand spin display 

Fig . 6.3.9 Traditional basket Fig . 6.3.10 Pillow sam pl e display 
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Fig. 6.4.1 Book in library Fig. 6.4.2 Library entrance 

Fig . 6.4.3 Motif sample Fig. 6.3.4 Ya rn s sampl e di splay 



Fig . 6.5.1 Embroidery on cotton rig. 6.5.2 Yarn pr pa ring tool 

Fig. 6.5.3 Basic tin chol< waving on th loom 
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Fig. 6.6.1 Tin chok sa rong Fig. 6.6.2 Mrs. Nussa ra and her private coll ection 

~~~~ 

Fig . 6.6.3 Shop di pl ay Fi g. 6.6.1 Mr . ussa ra and her shop 
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-:,:( .:~ ::~ , 6. 7 ,~ae; qia~.rn: learn!ng ' centre'" cYc!ting~r ' generation and their activities) 
',\":,,,,,:. ~,:~:~ ;'~~J">.':" ': ':; ,l/ .' "'<'·i~ .. 'l~t::;;.: ...: . >.:." . .... , ': 

. . The "!lain 'intention of the lea";'ingcentr~t; i~ to pass traditional weaving knowledge 

and skills to younger generation in order to keep this local wisdom remain for 

. . . 

community. Students will be able to learn how to weave correctly from beginner 

to high level from local volunteers expert weavers. The activities regularly run on 

basement of the centre as they spent their time during the day weaving as well as 

keeping up with school works. (See picture below) 

Fig . 6.7.1 Weaving pract i e f7i g. 6. 7.2 Lea rning environment 

Fig . 6.7.3 Basic W '(lYing practi . , Fig. 6.7.1 Pra tice weaving on th loom 
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Fig. 6.7.5 Watch research interview video together Fig. 6.7.6 New generation hobby 

Fig. 6.7.7 HOIck strar loom Fi g. 6 .7.8 Thai traditional way to say good bye 
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Fig. 6.8.1 Expert weaver Fig. 6.8.2 Expert weaver Fig . 6.8.3 Expert 

communiW, . . . . 

Fig. 6.8.4 Expert weav r fig. 6.8.5 Expert weaver co mmunity and their loom 

fig. 6.8.8 Exp rt waver 
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Fig. 6.8.9 Expert weaver social interaction 

Fig . 6.8.10 Expert weaver rig. 6.8.11 Expert waver with back strap loom 

Fig. 6.8.12 Expert weav r 
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Fig. 6.9.1 Expert weaver's basket Fig. 6.9 .2 Expert weaver's basket 

Fig. 6.9.2 Exp rt wea v r's bas ke t ri g. 6.9.3 Tin hok sa mple 

Fig. 6.9.'1 Expert weaver's bask t Fig. 6.9.5 Exp rt w av r's bask t 
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Fig. 6.9.6 Expert wea ver's bas ket with co tton ya rns 

Fig. 6.9 .7 Ex pert wea ver's bas ket Fig. 6.9.8 Ex pert weaver's bas ket 

Fi g. 6.9 .9 Expert weaver' s bas ket with cotton ya rns and bas ic sa mpl motif 
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Fig. 6.10.2 Nok norn (sleeping bird) 

Fig. 6. 10.4 Hong bee (Swan) 

Fig. 6. 10.3 Dark jan (flower) 

Fig. 6.10.5 Kud kob (nog) Fig. 6.10.6 Jan pad kl ep ( ight P tt d now r) 
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Fig.6.10.7 Kon kee chang (man riding eleph ant) Fig. 6.10.8 La (donkey) 

ri g. 6. 10.9 Kai ( chicken) Fi g. 6.10.10 P d (du ck) 

Fig.6.10.11 Nok (bird) Fig. 6.10.12 Chang (el phant) 
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The platted warp threads are presented to the loom by unfolding th plai nd 

end to th top front beam of the loom and passing th r st ofth warp around n hind 

the back b an until it is tied to r st behind th two shafts. (The term beam r fI r 

horizontal cross timber fram of the loom which rotates. The t rm sh ft , r (! r 

frames containing string ey lets through which th warp yarns ar thread d). Th two 

shafts located in th central plan space of th loom h v already be n s cur d wi hind 

are filled with the remains of the thr aded yarn nd of th previous wov n f: brlc. Lik wi 

th adjacent reed or baton/b at r is filled with form r warp thr ads. Th r for I only 

r mains for the neW warp threads to b twist d onto the old threads and pull d through th 

shafts and beating reeds to fin lIy b tied offto th front beam. (See fig. 6.11.13 to 

fig. 6.11.44) 
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