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Crosaing Cultures:
Building |dentity In A Fragile Landacaps

Crosaing Culiures iz a project that aima to bring abouwt
atrategic change and foster aocial developmeant while
teaching architecturs in an inclusive, engaged, and
collaborative way. It situates the depopulated ltalian
miountain village Belmonte Calabro (fig. 1). in the
region of Calabria, in close proximity to a concern for
the integration of culturally diverse migrantz who have
croased the asa to armive on the coast of zoutharn ltaly,
micat of them claiming refugsees sfatua. In a number of
wayz, the region haz come fo embody a frontier: for
migraniz and refugess from the global scuth attermpting
to gain access to Europs; for citizens desperate to
sustain their shrinking towns againat the magnetic
pull of Haly's urban centres; for architeciurs atudenta
and recant graduates committed to medefining their
micdal of practice and future profeasional role through
msaningful community sngagemesnt.

Tha coincidencs of thess imperatives, coming togsthar
in the form of a laysred zuite of frontiera, creates a
platform for om-going engagement with a growing
pool of stakeholders: studenta, graduates and tutors,
local inhabitants and migrants, as well as instibutional
stakeholdars, local and  regional  gowvernment
departments, agencies and community bodies, and
univeraitiea — all egually important to the proapect of
asuccesa for the project (fig. 2). Thiz case study offers an
opporiunity to reflect upon and understand the real-life,
real-time astting for much innovation in this sector, and
the possibilities for a range of ingighta that may emearngse
over the lifeapan of such pedagogical sxperiments.
The traditional contractual relationship betwean client
and architect musat, in thiz coniext, ba reconatituted
az a netwaork of parnershipa drawing the stakeholdera
together in a way that frames the potential for a positive
outcomes.

Thazse adjusted ferma of engagement ncreazs the
likelihood of misunderstanding or dizappointment due
to conflicts of inferpretation arising from the nesd to
mavigate cultural difference. Ouwr project, Crossing
Culturea, fusla the subject for inter-disciplinary cultural
imtegration in a wider asnse and criigues thiz all-
inclusive collaboration as an innovative contribution



Workshop with students frorn Balmonts, migrars ar

d CASS students

to architectural practice. In thiz, we are mindful to
reflect upon how ‘colonial difference’ affectz the
confext for learning and underatanding within a “third
gpace’. This term, taken from the influsntial work of
the post-colonial theorizt Homi Bhabha, describes a
zpace where — for reasonz of displacement — familiar
spatial and culiwal conditions may only be played
out in wunfamiliar locationa; in thiz natance, it iz the
caoincidence of migration in a place where the economy
= at limbo. Thiz inevitably creates mew and unfamiliar
poazzibilities for apatial and cultural practices, which
thiz project wizhes to capturs.

Drawing upon the litsrature concerning participatory
practice and ‘other ways of doing architecture” that
would cast the practiiomer az a 'spatial agent’ |, the
architect iz mo longer a service provider or “agemt
operating for' but rather a collaborating “agemnt
operating with" other stakeholdera. Thiz sustainability-
ad working method, based on mutual respect, allows
“clisntz" fo be integrated info the project as co-learnera
and co-craatora.

UNTAMGLING THE KNOT

Crosging Cultures came inte being aftar a student-
lad summer workshop in 2016, Initiated by a group of
studentz who formed La Rivoluzione dselle Seppéa - an
active enzambls intereated in sxploring the boundaries
of practice and sducation - the project zought to
megotiate betwesn academia and practice. | then
reached cut of the academic studic and continued
az Iwe community project with studentz from the
London-bazed atelisr. At tha tims of writing. the project
haz besn running for two years with fwo amnual on-
zite residencies: field tripa in autummn and workshops
n aummer hawe auwfaced toolz of intercultural
communication through the sharing of common akills
and paszions such a= sswing, furniture making and
cooking, both local from Calabria and foreign browghit
by migranta. During the fisld frip im November 2017,
23 undergraduate and postgraduate students resided
n Belmonte for ten days. Together with a group of ten
migraniz they crganized film-screening nights to revive
derelict partzs of the town, organised workshops with
acal school childrem, and acted togsther az agents for
the project (fig. 3). Informal momentz and formal events
svidence the trust gained amongszt the local popgulation:
lacalz opened their homes to provide elsctricity for film
acresnings; village elders shared their card games



with studentz and refugees in the local bar, and the
municipality signed a Memorandum of Underatanding
for a formal 3-year collaboration, entruzting uz a space
for future residency, 2o the sngagemsants can grow.

Thiz area of Calabria i now defined by the flux of itz local
and global migration; most arrvalz conaider Belmonts
only a temporary station on thair journey north fig. 4.
Thaze dynamice pressent the zouthern shores of Haly
with a socially, culturally and emvironmentally unssttiing
tangle of threadsz: a knot that prewvents all concemed
from engaging meaningfully with the region or with
eqch other

Cwr ambition is to slow down the process of physical
mcwament, to umtangle the knot, and gve life to a
mesw culiural identity through site and mix of cultures
as an imgtrument of social change and a fool for
ragenaration. The problematic, but potentially alzo
fortunaie coincidence of the concwrrent population
confracting and expanding - the town iz shrnking az
armving migrants are sesking a new homs - iz the nead
to asttle and (rejbuild local communitiss and o creats
an urbamn strategy for this region. Thiz fusls the subject
of inter-disciplinary culiural integration.

SEEDING THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

Cwur methodological priornty hazs besn fo develop
urizan atratsgiss which strengthen Belmonite's idantity
supported through the creatiom of meal-life eventa
and amall constructions, for instance propoging to
develop public apaces and buildingz, direcied through
conzultationz with key playera incleding migrantz and
lacalz (fig. 5). Part of our design pedagogy ie the long-
term engagemsant in Calabria 32 a methed fo drive
zocial changs, and it i important to concentrate on
gradually deweloping trust bebesan the differant zocial,
meww and indigenows groups. conzsgusntly enabling
the skiling of localz amd refugess ower time and,
smpowaring communities long-term. Thiz dimenszion of
truat ia a key aspeact of our methodological outlcok, one
in which Robert Putnam's obzasrvations on the variance
of conditions in 2ocial capital may be inatructive.

Thea invalvament of conzscutive student coharts in thia
process and over zeveral academic years has already
enabled them to pass on their insights and constantly
growe the knowledge base. Through continuows, opsn-
ended engagement with Belmonts and its communitiss,

Fig d=hast migrants arrdving in Southern Haly frorn West Afica sim bo move further Mo in Burope (drawing by studert Enrica
Grimari, 2015)
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Fig S-Stakeholder mesting, Badrmonbs Calabra, Movernbar 2017

Fiy 8=Filrn Prajaction on the chunsh squars, Balmonbe Galabno, July 3007

studentz and architects gain a presence inm Calabria;
they becomse trusted partnerz and collaborators,
and establish mew networkz amongst the sxiating
communities.

What we have produced 3o far, iz a8 documentation
covering the lazt few years of how we, through a
number of collaborative events informed by studio-lsad
architecture propozals, have begun to build a common
ground amongat people, things, places and industries
to addresz the challenging aspects of Belmonte's
fuburs.

Whilzt we recognize that historically the locality iz whers
cultural croesings have continually precipitated idantity,
we can conclude that thiz happenz when people
are able fo materially reflect on their social habitzs n
their townz through simple day to day communal
sngagement. Thiz forges identifise and astilemsnt,
n itesslf counteracting franzience. The workshops in
Selmonts fo date, have socught to acknowlsdgs the
exizting skills of the participantz related to culture and
agriculiure of a locality - local or foreign - encouraging
the collaborative making of thinga which, az a reault,
beging to establish a zenzs of belonging togsther and
shared expearience, creating identitiss and encouraging
the participants to ssttle and “"seed the cultural
andacaps”.

The zuccess of this all-inclusive approach iz evident
n the increazing number of studenmtz participating
n the pmojsct, encouraging a growing nsteork of
stakeholdars. The first summer workshop counted
asven tutorz, 14 studentz and ten refugess, whils the
ocal imhabitantz only obesrved from a distancsa.

The following summer workshop had already grown
to a 10-day festival advertized beyond Bsalmonts,
calsbrating and testing the projects by postgraduats
students {fig. 6], and joined by a large number of locals,
migrantz and touriztz. Particularly noticeabls was the
way in which the different people invalved thamashes,
jointly re-imagined and re-engaged through making.
dancing, and dining. Wsing public sguares and spaces
n the villags, gave a new spatial identity to each aite
and the village as a whols, while revealing, perhaps
unwittingly, the inmate charactsr of sach (fig. 7). i, home
= a site of memorny and meaning for all involved, then
theas collaborative eventz importantly, maks a ztep
towards Bhabha's "Third apace’ of cultural incluzion.



Fig B&5-Dasign and oonstruction warkshap. Collection of chairs constructed durng 2017

Whether thiz 'Third Space’ has bsen articulated
theorstically or subliminally recognized az an
opporiunity to balance an unegual world, cur students
hiawve initiated a new awameness of the existing cultures
and bagun fo weawve threads of local skille and
global institutionzs. The thres-fold working method
for Groasing Cultures has rested on trust. Firstly, the
astrategic mowve of involving a team of architecturs
student= and graduates to organizse and initiats a seriez
of warkshops in Balmonts is the structure which hosts
lacal and forsign skilla, strengthenz the identity of the
village and raizes new possibilitiss. Secondly, sharing
comimon skills and passions such as sswing, furniture-
making and cooking - both kocal from Calabria, and
foreign, brought by migrants from their origine, whers
their skillz are alao local - were tools for inter-cultural
commurnication with an ambition to be pursued beyond
the workshop ifig. 8, 8). The third iz a result of the
farmer two, and initiated the intersat and imwolvement
of the academic elite from the neighbouring university
and the commitment from the mayor of Belmonts to
materially support the project.

In recent years, we have 3sen an increaszs in students
and young practitionsrs wanting to redsfine their role
3= architecis, a studant repressntatively atating:

Az an architect, | would like to have a positive impact
an cther peopls and their Invez and help tham fve in
a better and fuller way by implementing clever design
zolutionz... | would like fo contribute fo the socisty by
producing meaningful work that iz bensficial to othera.

it iz perhaps here they reflect on the breadth of their
professzional education, and redaploy their skille from
the desk bazed sarvice industry to ons that places them
in a poeition where they can sxplore ‘Dare impactiul
msthicds’ with aview to "Commit to others through social
creative actiong’ . In doing this the architectural design
pedagogy has opened up Bhabha's "Third Space’ and
allowed a frus croesing of culiures - induced by global
politics — creafing a new backdrop which aupports brief
sncountars and encourages settled stays (fig. 10).

RE-IMAGIMNING CAMPUS

Cwring the last academic year 2017-18, we have
imtroduced three groups of protagonists to Calabria,
Projects, Making and Ewvents, thus, through project
idaaz, material making and social sventa, we have



Fig 10-Public dinmar in Balmarte’s ald town cantre, Summear Werkshop 2017

Fig 11=- Sumaunding slevations of proposed shes (dsaing By student Meya Shankla, 20185
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conssquently emgaged Belmonie az a place of
production. Whilat Making and Events, prompt on-zita
reflection, it was the strategic vision of the Projects,
seaded within the studio in London, which becams
the fusl for the wenturs. Thezs 'Projects’ ewvolved in
collaboration with La Rnvoluzions delle Seppie and in
dizcuazions with Belmonte’s Mayor, whoae concern for
Belmonta’s aging and diminighing population prompted
the need to address the development of local gkills and
imdusztry.

The aim of the Projects developead in the studio thersforns
wers fo raize swareneas of thess izawes in the form of
hypothetical studio projects, placing the concearnz of
the Mayor in a apatial and material context.

Az a astralegy to metain the young population n
Belmonts and zupport the existing locals, we proposed
a hypothetical project to re-imagine Balmonts az a
‘campus’. Whilst thesze were only paper projecis,
they were esthically sustainable propositions and
exhibited widsly, thua, able to extend visibility of the
isues facing many hill-towna in Southern Haly fo an
imtellectual community beyond London. Architecturalby,
the 'campua’ projects drew upon the historic fabric and
apatial configuration of the hill-town wersuz that of the
adjacent Marina with large suburban plotas and low-rise
dweallingz, which had besen devsloped post World War
Twro to satiafy the desires of commuter culture.

Thia contrast was imporiant to the architectural theaiz,
as it colided the sffects of capitalizsm onto ltalian
Ciaty State ideologiss and aimed to draw attention to
the poszsibiities of two conflating desirea. The most
auccesaiul projectz acknowledged thiz discourss and
turned it to advantage: Maya’s project damolishes the
abandoned parts of Balmonte and reinventz them as
open town sguarez, re-casting new fagades az public
property and gifting them to the community for wtility and
calsbratory purpozed (fig. 11). Ritas project becamsa
‘slitches’ in the landacape, creating an accommodated
‘party-wall” between public and private cwnership (fig.
12). All projects displayed in thia Manifesto dealt with
areas of diause, injecting them with common-uze and
forming an azssmblags, a 'campua’.

The sacond of our protagonistz, Making, involved ataff
and studenia of architecturs and animation, furniture
makerz, anthropologizts, filmmakera, migranta and
carpentera durimg the summer workshop in Juby 2018.
Focussing on finding the astrengthe of existing akills of
all participants — students, locals and migrants — thess



Fig 13- Radasigning the libeary ram héboh and inbanior on Pieczn Galeezo di Tarsia
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skillz wers drawn togsther throwgh material making.
Thiz year's theme of the workzhop, entitled hatch,
imtended to bring disparate social groups togsther
it conzisted of making fumiture and interventionz on
a threshold, with the aim of enabling local groups to
engage zocially with cultures and instibutiona beyond
the locality. The project proposed the redesign of
the exizting large gate in tha wall of the local library
opening ontz the main civic squarse (fig. 13}, Piazza
Galeazzo di Tarsia, and the making of fumiture pisces
which prompied theatrical use of thiz public sguars.
As a aimple furniture and threshold design, the new
hatch could then host puppet shows, zerve food,
and display the on-going architectural and craft worl,
proposed by the studantz, villagers and migrantz. The
project therefiors alzo operated az the civic ‘shop front’,
publically raizing awarsnesza of the social and material
plhight of the village in relation to the migrant and refugss
population arriving within a few kilometres of its coast.

Loossly imagining that the swent would design and
buwild a number of mobile furniture pisces o be used
outside the library as seating, and inzide the library
for storing ariefacts, we sxpected the door o be re-
dezigned az itz threshold. Materially adjusted, the
hatzh would accommaodate visibility betwesn the inzids
and the cutside apacs.

The project was to unfold in thres phazss invalving
different audisnces and participants: During the summesr
workshop, Phaze 1 involved atudents refining the brief
for Hatch, making sketch propoazals, conatructing 1:1
acale test modets, and conducting consultations. Phase
2 would imvoles local crafte people and migranta as
apprantices prefabricating the design after the summer
workshop., Phaze 3 would again imvohlse students
from The Cassz, returning to Balmonte to support the
fabrication of the new library doors.

On paper, the focus on the threshold door appeared
to tick the boxes of community imscheement, as a
generausly and ethically conceived proposal for a new
entrance to the library. Howewver, this did not run to
plan. Inatead, over the week, the dasign was gradually
re-oriented from the focus away from the doors onto
the relationzhip befween the inside space and the
outside square. The newly designed pieces of furniturs
theatrically and auccessfully tranaform the sguare into
an outdoor living room and become interior astorage for
the library room (fig. 14).

W



Fig. 14- Inberior vise of the siorege moom, aleansd and designed

Fig 16= Wabching a Fifa garme played frorm ans of the oonstrucbed fowers an

d projeschsd across wall of Piazza Galaazzo di Tarsia

Az it happena, the 'mot rumning to plan” of design
and production, unwittingly, followed our previous
methodology of the theee protagonistz, Projects,
Making and Ewentz, which became powerful agents
n the proceass of change. Whilst we had imagined the
threshold would capiure intsrest and energy in ons
chartersd direction driven by the architecturs students,
t became obvious that it had become an sxercias in
allowing the whaols team to contribute and drive a new
and unexpacted direction.

Watching a Fifa game played from one of the mewly
conafructed towerzs and projected at gigantic scale
acrags the flank wall of Piarza Galearzo di Taraia,
the group of architectural practitionarz, studentz and
academics reflacted on their rode of ‘embracing’ rather
tham "directing” (fig. 16). Cut of the production asries of
filma, intervisws, mock-ups, furniture piscesz, paintings.
talks, food and discussions, something mors important
had begun to suwrface in the form of trust and social
sngagement and with it, an engagemsant with materialz.
Thiz position, not alwaya familiar to the architect, iz one
familiar fo the anthropologist Tim Ingold wha, through
hiz dizcipline, haz possibly besn better trained to
obzervs rather than direct. In the following paszags, he
uze3 hiz cbaarvation of Paul Klese's work az a metaphor
for wiorking with the fextuality of the social space and
thiz, for him, i a proceas of making:

A work of art, | insist, iz not an cbject but a thing [with
higtories and cultural depth] and, a= Kles argued, the
role of the artiast - as that of any skilled practitioner - ia
not to give effect to a preconceived idea ... but to join
with and follow the forces and flows of matesial thet
bring the form of the work into being. The waork invites
the viewear o join the artist az a fellow fraveller, to look
with it a= it unfolda in the world, rather than behind it to
an originating intanticn of which it iz the final proeduct.

Though, we az tutors, are running Crossing Cultures
n the wuniversity context with studentz participating
during their academic years, we conzider our working
method leaz a directed project than an innovative
confricution fo architectural practice. For students,
the project offers the sxpsnence of working on real
zaues for real clients, whilzt enabling an sxperimsntal
approach to architecturs, mostly impeossible n a
conventional architecture practice. t empowsrz the
next gensration of architectz to explors new ways of
practicing, while finding a ssnzs of fulfilment in their
profeasion, and exercizing positive change for socisty
and their profession.



Croszing Cultures puts the univeraity in a poaition whers
the inatitution actively coniributes fo positive changs
n socisty. The impact studenta have on communities
miuat surely have an athical and social impact on them,
for exampls, for studentz working with a Migerian
migrant in Calabria, who sxpreszed the long-lasting
nifluence the workahop made for his futune:

Some people might be thinking that we am just
‘playing around’, but these people don™t know that
thiz i3 a serous matter, and that — if you just have wary
ttle financial support and you put all the things we
sxperienced hers together — you can go on and achisve
a0 much.

t can be debated if it iz the right approach to achisve
zocial change by filling ‘the vacuum of public sector
nactivity’ , but so far, our projact has encouraged the
caollaborative making of things and as a result started
to establish a senzs of belonging togsthser, creating
dentities, and encouraging the participanta to asttle.

Fig- 16, Projection mapping of the videos rmede during the three-days workashop with the tulons of the Animation tacully of the
Css

Croasings fearm Surmmes 2018

sl



PROJECTION VIDEOS EVENT

Studenta gifted their filma to the community n

Balmaornie during a acreening avent

Tha svent was organized by Le Seppis during the fisld
trip im Mowvember. The aim of the event was to reactivate
Belmonta’s allsys through projeciing the studenis’
migvies on the buildings in the ald town.

Thiz svant waz a first intervention on site with the
imtention to test their films against a mal site and,
thus, giving a new perspective and receiving some
imapiration.

Tha studentz did a mnumber of tesiz during the wesk
in diffarent alleys of the Old Town and then organized
a public event at tha wesekend for the community, in
arder for them to undsrstand the students’ approach
and commitment to the village.

Tha effect on the squars was slecirifying and gave a
e life to the village, even if the technical eguipment
could be improved for future swentz.

Tha event brought together a diverss group of paopls,
ranging from migrants, studentz, the mayor and the
wice mayor, local people and people from the nearby
villages, who ssperienced thiz new atmosphers of
Belmonts and zhared the wvizion of Belmonte's new
furture.
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SIGNING “PROTOCOLLO D’INTESA”
EVENT

& memorandum for Belmonte’s regensration babween
London Met and the municipality of Belmontes wasz
zignied

After the projection mapping ewent. thers was a bigger
event organized by the munizipality which celabrated
the signing of the memaorandum betwesan the mayor
and Landon Mefropolitan Univeraity.

Beaside tha mayor, the vice mayor, Sandra and Jane
raprazenting LondonMet, representatives of the two
Calabrian  universities, theMediterranean University
of Aeggic Calabrinand the Univerzity of Cossnza,and
a represantative from the culture department of the
ragion ware preasnt.

Tha talks they gave mentionsd the importance of the
students” masarch projecte and gave more wseful
imformation to the students about the local contecd.

Tha ewvent concluded with the signing of the
miemorandum in which the btwo parties agreed on
working togsther for the next three years on projacts to
ahow a new future for the villags:

London Metropalitan Univeraty would offer ite support
with the re-imagination of the willage and staff and
gtudent support to develop ideas for Balmonte, whils
the municipalty would give a building to be uaad by
London Met as headgquartera for thie project.

Ap a typical authentic talian event, tha mesating finizhed
with a maal for all invited, hosted by the mayor.
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CHILDREM WORKSHOP AND INTERACTION WITH
LOCAL COMMUMITY

T IMCnimied

o~ &
thro ugn a nancs-0n approach

During the field trip, Le Seppie organized a several
opportunitiss for the studeniz to interact with different
parties of the community and in order to sxplore their
traditioms and culture. Migrantz wers alzo invited to
joim thess avents, which enabled a mutual getting-to-
know-each-other. it also meant that the migrants could
atart to engage mome actively with the local community.

Similar to last year's fisld tnp, studenis, futors and
migranis came back to visit the Secondary School in
Selmonts in order fo introducs their projecta to the
children, underatand their point of views of the village
and recsive fesdback for thsir projects. Thiz time
each student formed a group with 4-5 children and
2-3 migrants and ran a mini-workshop based on their
oite ressarch done until then. Thiz tested studenta’
firet ideas and brought togsther different pars of the
community, lecal children and migrants.

Tha children’s mesting was mest informative and
productive becawss the children were very opsn not
only to new things, but also less embarrassed to
sxpreasz their trua opiniona and feslings.

Cn ancther occaszion, studantz and tutors alzo visited
the onlty factory of the willage, which provides a
arge number of jobs to the community. This factory
proceszes fige and produces a wvarsty of differsmt
awast gift products, which are very popular mosthy
during Chriztmas and Easter, meaning that the jobs are
ssasonal. Althowgh the company 2 a amall famiby run
business, it employs approximately 100 people.

Another arsa that was explorsd, was the themse of
sisure, which waz more spontaneous and simple, az it
revohved arownd the local bar in the Old Town.
Students went there every night to finish their day.
Evary evening, they becams more ntegraied and
acceptad by the community, whils chatting over a drink
of a game of carda. Thiz way they got more information
about the village and the community.
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Ibériar and axtarior viee of the renovated municipal library roam in Belrmontes's old town
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Inkariar photos of the renovatéd space bedons and afber Crossings

CROSSINGS 2078

Le Seppie arganized the 3rd summer workzhop with
students, tutors, migranta and localz

Crossings is a croasing of ideal and real thresholds:

Fior 8 days, events, projects, but also shows and food of
Crossings have crosaed the historic centre of Balmontse:
students from different countries, professionals,
migraniz and refugess, architects and academica,
together with the inhabiantz of Belmonis, have
sxperienced new ideas of sharing, and reconsidered
spaces and borders. The program has besn enriched
by mesting the mayor of Riacs, Mimmo Lucano, and
Federico Secarcni , as well as the scresningof a short
film of the Altrowe Featival and the film “Un Passas di
Cralabria™ (Sou Aisllo). The closing event was animated
with music by the Florentine band "Camillocroma™.

Thanks to the work of the LondonMset’s studenta and
tubora and the architecturs collective "Orizzontale™, the
ald warshouzse on the ground floor of the Belmonts
Library haz returned to a new life, and becomsa
gpace for discussion based on amchilectural and
ralatadexperisncas.

Tha library, lecated on the main sguars of the old town,
= underuzed dus to the depopulation that has affected
the villags: the purposs of Crossings was fo re-open
the library's doors and snsurs that thesse rooma return
to be inhabited by cld and new town folks togsther. The
gpacse, thus, turned inte a "Wonder Living Room®, an
exhibition space designed to exhibit zentimental and
higtorical objects, sslected and collectsd bythe locals
during the workshop days. Thay recount the traditions
of Balmonts and the town'snew contemporanaity.

Tha redssign of the interor spaces has matured
during the workehop, led by Le Seppis in collaboration
with Orizzontale and futers from The Caza, while the
adaptabls structures for the sxhibitions were designed
by Crizzontale. Thess were mads with the confribution
not only of Le Seppie, but also of the migrants,
studentz and locals. The design workshop was alzo
accompanied by an animaton and film workshop
az collaborative project bsbessn Amchitecturs and
Animaticn at Londonbdet, imeohving the community of
the villags and gusats of the refuges cantrein Amantsa:
Tha participants selected images and scunds that
had a strong relationship with their cities of origin and
deatination, which wers then juxtapozed to the images
and soumds of Belmonta in a montage. Theze wers
then projected onto the outer wallz of the aquars to
create a hybridization of the variouz places that tell the
e cultural identity of Balmonts.



Piczhuras showing various morments of Crossings 2018



A MANIFESTO FOR A BE-IMAGIMED HILL-TOP TOWNM

Balmaonis sxperiences different types of crossings

Medieval hill-top village - As an entity, we re-imagine the Gkm strip betwesn
the Tyrrenhian Sea and mowntain, as an embedded
CAMpLUS.

= From the initial question of "what doss a place have
to tell ws? ., ouwr individual interventions introduce
new forma of civic engagement in rezponze to the
complex currant situation in Balmonte. The proposals
have bean instigated by in-2itu abasrvations, eaearch

- il and an open conversation with cur client - a nebwaork
ﬁ.ﬁ;‘ N of engaged community membera, the municipalty,

and future membera of Balmonte’z community. Each
project iz not a propossd aolufion but an individual
raflaction of meaaurements: of parmanance. afficiency,
acals, and character. They tie together as modulas for

an opan campus.

'] f - = e E
) = i : ; Typea of Croaaings:
Marina " v o ) . s DEMOGRAPHIC:
,4/ R ik 4 ) .,.-"f—':?j Betwesan a new, young sstranged population and the

diminighing indiganous one.

TOPOGRAPHIC:
Batwean the meadiegval hill-top villags and the Marina, a
result of post-war developmant.

SRILLS:
Betwean industry and education, bringing new types
of learming.

TYPOLOGIES:
Betwesn an abandonsd tradiional techmigue and
sffective industrial development.

CULTURES:
Betwesn anm area rich in tradition and mew cultural
dynamizma.

APPROACH:
Betwsan an Undergraduate Studio and Postgraduate

Unit az an ongaing live projact.
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INHABITING EDGES
Rita Elvira Adamao

A metaphorical long cormidor, an agqueduct, a bridge
betwesn the zea and the hill, the mountain and the
valley, will dewslop imto a natural, inhabited apace whers
a mew concept of urban living can evolve, connecting
agricutiural production to various other cultural and
zocial functionz of Balmonta.

Thia project can be deacribed az an infrastructure, which
capilures the unuzsd culural resources in Belmonts
to be mhabited by a mew community, az well aa
recannecting cultural heritage to the local community.
The intention iz fo create a basic, permanent, bold and
flexible structure which can be adapted and built upon
by the local and new community in & more delicate
and temporary way. The project ia designed fo evole
along a timeline of 20 yeara or more and its genesis ia
connected with the real lifeswork | am doing in Calabria
through my MGE0, Le Seppie.
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Exizting Elervation of Old town, Belrmote

THE REBIRTH OF BELMONTE
Eno-Chong Alkpan

From Migeria to CGalabria, many women refugeses are
camying a dabt that takez them decadses to repay. As
they arrive on the shore of Calabria, dreaming of a
batter life, their dream iz deliberately shaken and they
are sold a= sex workers. Saddened by this, although
it may mot sclely be an architectural izzus, | do belisve
Architecturs can aid.

The proposal iz to design a zilk factory and weaving
achool fo help integrate these women and children
back into saciety. Thiz amall factory is a part of a bigger
miulbemy farm campua, which traila info the old town.
Along this trail, women and children, recoverng from
trafficking traumas, can find reat and therapy within the
miulbamy farm and ita safe house accommodation. Thiz
propoeal will endeavor to re-educate the locals and
refugess in Belmonte throwgh silk production whilst
prowiding joba and new akilla
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THE SHUTTER
Sima AlJabri

Sinking low baneath the waves
Loat in underwater caves.
Pazsages that lead us thars,

mever read, causse No one carsd.
Citiea undernaath the zaa,

once a home to you and me.

Mow monuments, of how we failed.
Memoriea, a3 we et zail.

Set our couras againat the atars,

were we bormn to go that far?
kMemuoriea as we ast =ail.
KMonuments of how we failed.
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the last or the firet
peaking out from the
micuntain

vortex of the anail's shell
glirmmera the goldan
facads

the windows and mowuth
miake out a face

and this face for two hun-
dred years has

looksd to the horizon
asventy three thousand
aunasts

and counting

aach more decadesnt
now the door iz shut

the windows are coverad

BA Prize: Dizzartation
Prize Winnar

ANNEX

bdanse Hennette Deamoures

malded ceilings

white and blus

a complex circulation
thres acceazes

differant staircasesa
resambding a family affair
too complicated to explain
yet we all underatand

all under ansa roof
arguments, acreaming
yet “we do not speak to
each other”

thiz big houss

a character in Balmonte'a
fragic-comedic.

a peak inside
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Shair Piaca

Intarsaniion within an abandonad Townscape
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HOME ALONG THE WAY

Manvir Hanara

The project aimz to evive the delerorating fown
of Belmonte by providing a =afe and welcoming
aenvironment forthemany refugess that arrivein Southarn
Italy. Incoming refugess provide an opportunity to once
again bring life to the shrinking wvillage but alzo provide
a "home along the way' for themaslves, in particular
the women refugees who more offen than not end up
aa aex workers. There iz a real opportunity to integrate
them into the town through a civic assembly and not
Just provide a temporary sclution to their problamsa.

The zite iz chosen as a location betwesan the Oid and
Menwr Town with an emply church site at the center. Using
thiz az a midpoint | aim to integrate the mfugsss and the
residenta through shared activities. Mew classroomsa
and playgrounda, communal kitchen spaces and a
pubdic hall, will create a senzs of community, cultivating
a fesling of home and balonging.
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Final Sie plan
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ISLAND COMMONS
Rebecca Kalbfsll

Tha proposal i an architectural interssntion into the
fabric of Belmonts, which airategically grounds the
proposed campus buildings, with the exisling physical
and culiural features of the histonc centre. The design
ahould allow the toem to embrace its new civic identity
as a centre of learing, whilst retaining and consending
the unique material, a& well as the apatial and aocial
qualities of the place that maks it apecial.

Thiz iz achisved through a seres of Garden Gourtyards
that rise up through shared datuma within the partially
demolizshed derslict buildings. The lowsr part of
the sxternal wallz ars removed, the remaining walls
propped up whils ground floor iz excavated. A new
reinforced concrete structure supportz exiating walls
above and opans up new public landscaped courtyards
at ground lewvel, which sxiend upwards thmough a
gfructure of composite timber columna. The timbsr
frame atructure creates new circulation at high lewel,
allowing mowement bebween one previcusly derslict
building to ancther through pisrs betwesn existing
opanings in the histonc buildings.
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Workspace, courtyands and gardens. Level 2 plan
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THE EMERALD HOUSE
Dora Lazar

The Emearald Houss iz situated in the Old Town of
Belmonts, where the north zide is facing the old village,
caontrasting with the landacape of the hillz in the south.
Thiz provides diverse opportunities for agriculture az
wall a8 creating a mesting point, a training canter for
localz and migrants. During interviews with the local
authority, it was suggested that the main resourcs for
nocoms ia through agricultural industry. Moving foraard,
thie project will creats links bebersen both, young localz
and migrants, creating new job opportunities and, thus,
cantribute to Balmonta's economic growth.

Tha Emarald houss's program follows a susfainable
approach uszing re-usable materialz to hawe low
envirommental impact.
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Floor plan arangamants
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PALAZZ0O DEL GIUDICE

Antonsllo Monno

Palazrzo del Giudice, once a noble houss, will bacaoms
an international achool of cuisine and hospitality venue
for amall sweniz where Eurcpsan, Mediterransan’
Middle Easzfern and African cooking mesge in one
place. The palace’s impressive strest facades lead to
an old portal which will be uzed as a main enfrance to
access the activities inzide.

The ground floor of the exiating building will howss a new
patizserie with parallel tablea. In the centrs, an imterior
courtyard will create a sguare and a little promenade
to the garden. From amall 14th century church by the
aquars, Chissa del Purgatono, only itz fagadse remainz.
Acting az an extenzion, it will give acceas to the ineide
of the building. The aguars will bring customers in,
both from the main side of the medieval town and from
the atrest that uasd to be the old main entrance. Dema-
kitchena on both, the new ground and the first floor, can
hosat cookery claases and demonsiration events. Doora
in the back will take gussts to the garden. A further
event space for celsbrations and receptions also existz
on firat floor. The second floor accommadatas a lounge
bar overlooking the hills. The existing building iz used
az accommodation for both, the wisiting chefa and
gussts. The bazement haz a production kitchen, cellara
and workshop rooma for gardening.
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AN NEE L AR A GmEal |

Palazze Del Guidics- Existing long ssction Palazzo Dl Guidice- Propassd long section

Palazzo Del Guidics- Dermolifion seckion Palazzo Dl Guidice- Feoonstrucied Cid building, Propossd long seation
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Palazzo Dl Guidice- Propossd alevation

Palarzo Dl Guidice- Propossd Annax Section

Palazzs Del Guidice- Propased ground floar plan
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Starybaand and Filming Proosss

MULTI CULTURE LAB

Tha zite i situated in the new part of Belmonte. Af
the fromt of the =ite therse iz a large rural abandoned
villa. Betwesan the existing villa and the meighboring
building iz a wide unussd and ocpen space, which will
be devalopsad intz “The Learning Factory =.

Understanding the importance of agriculiure for
Belmonts, the buildings sumroundings will become
vingyardas. The wvigsion for the site establishez local
farming and product opportunities, as well az linking
to exiating farming on stepped terraces. The aim iz to
prowide a winery and coametlic factory with learning
facilitisz Az part of the owverall project, the propoaal
will provide a new town hall that cpenz up to the
external landacape. The proposal will include a new
public =quare which will be a focal point for the nesar
part of Belmonte. The aim of this project is to create
new opportunitiesin the area for work and socializing,
creating a bridge betwesen locals and newcomers and
unite them into onse single and collaborative community.
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BELMONTE BUILDING PERFORMAMNCE

Maya Shankia

Thiz project uses the traditional pasta festival of the
Oild Toam im Belmonte, a= a 'tool” for mgenerating the
traditiomal use of public spacse and the aim of bringing
together new and old traditions of the locals and
migramtis, forming a 'Mew Balmonte’.

An important strategy was fo create new connactionz
of public and private apaces, by breaking down the
exigting architecturs and removing many of the direct
and unoccupied buildings. Thess new ‘courtyard
apaces’ would de-densify the landacape and then be
gifted back to the community. Threse elemeants would be
implamented into each of these new ‘piazzas’ - a towsr
(for wiews and function), a social intervention (café’
thieatrs) and a town amenity (nursery’ workshopsa).

Thea Piazza would form part of the site where the frames
will b& conatructed and raizsd to mest the exiating
masonrny walla, invalving not only the local community,
but alaa the migrants and students.
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THE GREENERY CENTRE
Atchara Thongrong

The zite ia kocated at the edge of the old foem and iz
sitting betwssn two moads, the uphill strest being a
regidential atrest, and the other being the main road,
giving accesa to the grownd level. The zite iz surrounded
by exiating. but abandoned buildings.

The zite faces mountainz and gardens whers orange,
fig and olivea treez ame planted. Babmeen the beo
roads, an existing courtyard connects to the Old Town,
an opportunity for people to sit and nelax.

The idea of thiz project i3 related to an agrcultural
concept found im Balmonis: Thie & about the
imnhabitants growing their own citrua fruit and producing
homemade jams and liguors from oranges and lemona.
The Gresnery Centre will provide knowledge and akills,
how to grow citruz fruite successfully and how to
produce mare diverae types of oranges and lemona.
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PUPPET OLIVE

Shincani Tipari

| am Puppet Olive, st me introduce mysed,
Ry CUITEnt owmnars are puppat makers
And | once had an olive mill within mysalf.

Fogyes mai g, ey

Thers are no dirsct roUtes Coming to me from the main strast.
Just some stairs at the sids of & swb-streat of the main sireset.

| amn sitting on the mountain adge facing the view,
Surrounding me are buddings =0 | caN't be sean throwgh.

| had a secral path to gat olives from the main streat,
A gutiar thal connects Doth olive mill and the church straet.

The antramce view is with doubls archsas,
Framing the Bt facade behind, with darkness.

Gloing towards the it facade,
Thie etairs laad to a smisll courtyard.
A journsy from dark to the light.
From compact to opan daylight-

with & refuges -
Salman Khan
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Firl pearapesciive saciion

THE OBANGERY / PUBLIC BATHS
Zoltan Tozzsr

The vilage of Belmonts is surroundsd by fingers of
picturezque mountaing which drawr ome’s eye down
to the Tyrrhenian Sea. Springs trickle dowm from
the mountaine caplured in large basine at swvery
opportunity, with the reat flowing on to the base of the
valley aupporting an abundance of cropa and cifrua
fruit.

How can we harness thia resource and makes a valuabils
contribution to the towna public space and identity?

In ‘re-imagining campus' this project suggestz the
managament of waler and public swimming closs
to the main public aquare, and intends to realize the
topic of education az a social comcern. Drawing on
precadents from Budapeat's public awimming sguares,
and the Japansss hot springs ‘oneen’, which employ
the matural mourntain aprings for public bathing., the
project seska to filter the towna grey water and direct
the apringa into a collection of poolas for bathing and
irrigation along the southern mountain face.
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Axonormetric, Balmonts Baths Section through Spa
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MELTING POT COOKERY SCHOOL

Faula ‘Yeleda Barea

Food iz one of the main aspects of a couniny's culture
and most of us conzider eating a aspecial momsant.
Also, sating together iz always nicer than alons. Food
brings us memaornea from a certain time, from home,
from an event, from someone. Cooking cam be a way
to demonatrate and shars lowe and appreciation. That's
the reazon why mosat cultures have the habit of offering
a meal for visitors or beloved ones.

Unforiunately, the refugsss in the arsa are not guite
aatizfied with the ltalian focd which iz served to them,
az they are uzsd to other ingredientz and differsnt
tastez. At the zame timse, lalianz don't know exacthy
what those other countries eat. With the intention of
unifying and exchanging cultures via food, | proposs a
community kitchen and achoaol.
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Propaasd modal in ondes of akayvation

OPEN KITCHEN AND MARKET

Giarmai Washington

Located at the south end of the village - like a
figurshead - the site owerlocoks the sea. The aim iz fo
utilize the agricultural resources Belmonts has to offer
for culinary education. The building will becoms a hub
and marketplace to trade goods, as well az a kitchen
to prepars meals.

The students will include both, people from the town as
wiall az migranta and refugess. The school will consiat
of clasarcoms as well az a large production kitchen,
uzed by both sthedents and staff. The reataurant will ba
run by willagers, who have been trained in the achool
to become expeart staff, and studentz will confribute
greathy in thie nunning of the restaurant. In the svenings,
organized festivities will evolve arcund a commonality
of sharing food.

Existing

Proposad
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