I d B‘ R.G' HARINGEY

IRISH IN BRITAIN REPRESENTATION GROUP

c/(’Hornsey Library,
Haringey Park,
Hornsey N.8.

8 3351 3.
%gh Februgg& 1986.

Dear Friends,

It would appear that W.H.Smith are responding positively to our continuec
pressure in that they are "reconsidering"their stock policy regarding

the whole range of 'joke' books.

‘ The whole saga has received a good deal of coverage and support notably
from the Irish Post and Haringey Council's leader Mr Bernie Grant.

Not only have we contented ourselves with'paper' action but on December
14th Haringey I.B.R.G., supported by members of other Irish Community
Groups staged a picket and disrupted trade at W.H.Smith'S in Wood Green
TLoondon N22.

The Wood Green branch no longer stocks the offensive joke books, but
whilst this can be seen as a temporary victory it is only a small one
in view of the many branches of W.H.Smith that still find space for

these racist books on their shelves .

It is in this context that we must realize that victory can only be
truly claimed when W.H.Smith irrevocably change their policies and

cease the sales of these offensive 'joke ' books nationwide.

This will not come about by just a few people in Haringey and elsewhere
critcising W.H.Smiths racist stance and their policies of selling
material,that denigrates Irish people by reducing them to negative
stereotypes. Although W.H.Smith have told us that that they have
received letters of support for these anti-Irish joke books from within
the Irish community. We maintain that to support this questionable
form of humour , is to promote the same negative stereotypes and poor
self image that Britain has continually employed'as a means of justifying
it's interference in Irish affairs for the past 800 years.
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//W.1.Smith& sons have repeatedly hidden behind their defensive stat

"We are not censors". In view of the nature of the many controversies

surrounding their stock over the past years,(Gay News, Private Eye e¢tc)

few people could take this defence gseriously.

ement

blishers,

As for their suggestions that we should complain to the pu
owned

( Futura/Mecdonald fiction, Maxwell House,Worship Street ECZ2.
by Robert Maxwell )it should be obvious that these books would not
be printed unless there were large commercial-outletd=available who
were prepared to sell them for a profit, i.e W.H.Smith & Sons Ltd.

We therefore ask groups and individuals, to write to the chairperson

of W.H.Smith & Sons Ltd, Mr Simon Hornby at;

Strand House
7 Holbein Place
& London SW1W 8NR,

urging him to cease W.H.Smith & Song’ insiduous anti Irish racism.

Yours faithfully

Trevor O'Farrell
( Haringey IBRG coordinator )



W: H. Smith
rebuffs Irish
complaint

The newsagency chain W. H.
Smith is to continue selling anti-
Irish books, despite a complaint
b{ l_}ernie Grant, the leader of
Haringey borough council in
north London. - T b

Clir. Grant invited the
management of Smith's to meet
him to discuss its policy of
stocking books such as The

_ Official Irish Joke Book and The
Irish Kama Sutra.

But now he has received a
letter from the company's
managing director, Malcolm
Field, who says: “Part of our
responsibility as booksellers is to
fulfil the legitimate demands of
our customers and part is that we
do not set ourselves- up as
censors. ‘ L

“While we have no wish to
cause offence, it is inevitable that
all viewpoints cannot be pleased
all the time. For example, at the
same time as your Irish
representatives accuse us of
being racist, we are being
criticised by the opposite end of
the spectrum for -selling the
Insgitute of Race Relations book,
H acism Came To Britain”.

letter goes on to say that
the Irish joke books “‘are simply
books of humour and of course
humour is a matter of personal
taste. Some may not find these
books amusing, but very man
others, incluging many lrisx
cople, find them harmlessly
unny’’. ;

Malcolm Field also claims to
have received telephone calls
from several Irish people urging
Smith’s to continue stocking the
joke books, with one woman
stating that “the Irish are proud
of theirsense of humour’.

- ClIr. Grant wrote to Smith's
after members of the Irish
community in Haringey com-

lained to Haringey Council.
'he council’s ethnic minorities

. committee then considered the
issue and condemned’' the
production and distribution of
racist literature, with specific
reference to ‘‘so-called” joke
books, posters and such like
whigll belittle and ridicule Irish
pe and Trish culture™.

Expressing his disappointment
at the reaction by Smith’s, Clir.
Grant said: “Racism against the
Irish is just as insidious and evil as
a%‘ainst any other ethnic group.
The fact that its usual form is so-
called jokes means that a lot of
people might not take it as
seriously as they should.
Haringey Council is totally
opposed to racism in all its forms
and we shall be doing what we
can to ensure that the sale of this
offensive material stops”.
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Craven Irish

1 have lived in this country for
nigh on 50 years and have heard
many anti-Irish jokes. Whilst I

put up with them, ignore them
or, when needs be, reciprocate
with an anti-English jeke.

But what I find hard to takeis | - Lo
the increasing number of Irishso- | -
called comics who cravenly seek |
popularity with nglish i
audiences by denigrating their

T

Ve have the message,
‘but:we won't deliver it

e p——

own. S ‘
What such people should ask gk Ak i d ;
themselves is:Evhepn did they last | 1 With ince to the anti-Irish drivel of Labour MP Joe Ashton and the
‘ Smith (your re

see an E"%,“osh comic denigrating 'selling of offensive Irish joke books by W.H.
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,up for themselves in such areas.
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| placate the Arabs — and rightly so.
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BECAVUSE RACISM ISK T Feiis

Despite numerous appeals by @pmbere of the Irish Community
and by the Leader of Haringey Coungil, calling for the
withdrawal of Racist material, W.H.Smith,have continued to
sell so-celled Irish'joke' books. | '

The Toots of all kinds of racism lie in the misguided belief
that one 'race' of people is culturally and intellectually
superior to another.

In fact what it reveals is a deep rooted ignorance and an

unwilling 89, to accept other cultures. e .?

A 5 ?

W S@‘{TI/S MAI(E MONEY 00T OF RJCISM

R
The Anti n*rish racism portrayed in these books is no lqﬂf f

vicious than rectsm used ageinst Blacks, Asians etc. ‘;ﬁf

Anti-Irish prejudice is deeply embedded in English culture
and is a direct.  result of the Imperialistic relationship
between the two countries.

This tradition continued today by politicians, journalists,
cartoonists and TV comedians serves to obscure the truth

of Britaints role in Ireland and sets back the prospect of
a solution. | | ‘

This isn't & case of tacking a sense of humour. What 1ies
behind these books is nothing less than Racist ideology,and
the inability to accept a multi-cultural Britain.Furthermore
it is used as a justification for Britain's continual
interference in Irelhnd.

WHAT YOU CAN. Do TO HELP US COMBAT THIS °'INSIDUOUS' FORM OF
RACISM. oy
— Boycott these offensive books e

'f--- Make your views knownto the menager of W.H.Smith ',
either in person, by letter, or by phone (01-889 0221) demanding
the withdrawal of the books. i

Haringey Irish in Britain Representation Group, Box 20,
Reading Matters, 10 Lymington Ave, N22 (GLC funded).
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17th Novembar 1060

The Manager
¥ H Smith & Son LTD
Head Office

" 7 Holbein Place

London S¥1

Dear Sir

ANTI-IRISH RACISH

I am writing to you at the request of Irish representatives of the
community in Harinpey with regard to the stocking of material in your:
Wood Oreen Branch which they repard ss offensive and racist. 1 am
sure you realise that we 1ive in particularly aensitive times sofaras
race relations are concerned and I would ask you to examine critically

your Branches policy with regard to this.

In Harinpey we have an Ethnic Minorities Joint Consultative Comm] ttee
and 1t was at the previous meeting (30.10.85) of that Committee that

the following resolution was passed:

"In keeping with this Council's anti-racist pollcias this
Committee condemns organisations and individuals whio
produce and/or distribute racist material. In particular,
we condemn those who produce and/or distribute so-called

' Jjoke! books, posters, etc., ridiculing and belittling
Irish people and Irish culture. In the interests of racial
harmony we demand that such practices cease forthwith".

The representntives inform me that they have approached the Book Manager
nnd Shop Manager in Wood Green Branch before with repgard to this but
have falled to get a positive response. Additionally a letter from the
Irish in Britain Representation Gronp dated 19 Hovember 1984 to Head
Office to which you responded on 23 November 1984 produced an equally

negntive response.

Ilwould bak to look again at your policy in thim reepect and would be
pleased to diacuaalthe Council's raclal equality policies with you or
your repreegntativoa at any time.

Yours falthfuily

§ Befnie QGrant
Leadsr g |

Haringey Councii _' i

0.¢, Mr {0"0‘:':
Book Managet
W H 8mith % Son LTD
110 tigh Road .
London N22
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) Strand House 4
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:01-730 1200
22 November 1985 Vslephons;0

Councillor B Grant \
Members Room

Civic Centre

Wood Green N22

Dear Councillor Grant

Thank you for your letter of 13 November. I am sorry if anyone thinks
we sell 'racist' books - at our Wood Green branch or anywhere else.

We are very conscious of our responsibility as booksellers. Part of ¥ 3
that responsibility is to fulfil the legitimate demands of our custdmer_s, .
and part is that we do not set ourselves up as censors. While we have

no wish to cause offence, it is inevitable that all viewpoints cannot be

pleased all the time. For example: at the same time as your Irish
representatives accuse us of being racist, we are being criticised at _

the opposite end of the spectrum for selling the Institute of Race Relations'
book, 'How Racism Came to Britain'. : =

The Irish books we stock are in no way racially motivated. They are
simply books of humour, and, of course, humour is a matter of personal
taste. Some may not find these books amusing, but very many others,
including many Irish people, find them haleessly fuhny. Indeed,
following Press publicity about your letter to me, we were telephoned by
an Irish lady, 1living in North London, who said the Irish were proud of
their sense of humour, derived great pleasure from this type of book, and
urged us not to consider taking it off sale.

et S eman v Semeie e oas

AT ——t

1 am grateful to you for writing, because I feel it is important to know

the views of all sections of the community. But I cannot agree that these
humorous books are 'racist', nor to give ourselves the role of self—appointed.
censors.

T T

ours sincerel

RO

Malcolm Field

W @RI

W H Smith & Son Limited Reglsterad number: 237811 England
Neg:stered vifice: Strand Hotim# ¢ Hislbein Placa Londan SWIW 8NR
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%" R1SH IN BRITAIN REPRESENTATION GROUP

c/oHornsey Library,

W.H.Smith & Sons Ltd. Haringey Park
14

110. High Road Hornsey N.8.

Wood Green 348 3351 Ex3.

London N22.

Dear sir / madame,

[

I was heartened by the news (passed on to me by one of our members )
that there are no longer any Irish 'joke' books or Irish karma sutra

books on your 'humour' section bBookshelves.

. Is this due to a shortage of stocks ?, or have you finally decided

to cease your racist activities?.
Please could you inform me as to your position in this matter,
yours sincezggizszgzzi?

T.F.0'Farrell
( coordinator)
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From L vV F Hammond
Public Relations Manager .WI-ISMI']
Mr Sinem Yora

).
C / VFMan S Smith & Son Limited
Strand House
7 Holbein Place

WI1W 8NR
3 February 1986 London S

Telephone: 01-730 1200

Mr T F O'Farrell

Irish in Britain Representation Group

c/o Hornsey Library

Haringey Park .
Hornsey N8

Dear Mr O'Farrell ‘ .

I write in reply to your undated letter referring to 'Irish Joke Books',
and addressed to our Wood Green branch.

Following the big Christmas sales period, we no longer hold stocks

of these books at our Wood Green branch. We will be reconsidering our
stock policy regarding the whole range of Jjoke books, and at this
stage it is too early to reply in more detail to your letter.

Yours sincerely!

i \—-,_\,
L V F Hammond

-

g T

W.H.Smith & Son Limited Registered number: 237811 England
Registered office: Strand House 7 Holbein Place London SW1W 8NR
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