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Priomhalt

Another goal of the Irish community in Britain
has been achieved with the release of the
Birmingham Six. As the men walked to
freedom, Irish people everywhere celebrated
their long awaited victory while ordinary
English people asked "wbhat is wrong with the
legal system in this country"

In the same week, we heard that the poll tax
was to be scrapped. These two events are
further proof of the power of ordinary people
to move governments and achieve justice.
Without the two campaigns, the Birmingham
Six would still be in jail and the Poll Tax
would continue unchallenged.

The use of this power must be maintained and
focused. The judicial system has not changed
and will not reform itself. No reforms will ever
guarantee justice for Irish people on political
charges because the roots of this injustice lie
in the relationship between Britain and Ireland
and Britain's occupation of the North of
Ireland. Innocent Irish people - and people
from other ethnic groups, including working
class British people - continue to be jailed and
campaigns on their behalf and pressure for
reform must be maintained.

Our main focus however must continue to be
the ending of British control in Ireland. This
year we celebrate the 'Spirit of 1916', as we
mark the 75th anniversary of the Rising which
led to the ending of direct British rule in the
twenty six counties.

In the spirit of 1916, inspired by the freedom
of the Birmingham Six and the knowledge of
the power of ordinary but determined people,
let us rededicate ourselves to the only goal
which will guarantee justice for Irish people -
self-determination for tbe Irisb people as

a wbole. A
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1916

Somebody (probably a man) once said
that the achievements of women are
highly acclaimed at the time of their
action, but are rarely remembered
afterwards and are very rarely
recorded.

This statement almost certainly applies
when the events of Easter Week, 1916 are
recalled. All too readily we talk about
Pearse and Connolly - the 'Men of Easter
Week', the 'Boys of the Old Brigade'. But
very little is ever said of the women who
were active during that week. I remember
a woman telling me how angry she was on
a visit to Kilmainham jail, when the guide
passed by the cells where the Cumann na
mBan women had been kept, with barely
more than a passing acknowledgement of
their existence.

One of the striking features of 1916 and
the War of Independence that ensued, was
the part played by the women of Cumann
na mBan and the Citizen Army. Some, like
the Countess Markievicz and Margaret
Skinnider, took an active part in the
fighting of Easter Week. Some loaded
ammunition into the guns and stayed by
the men's side throughout the week. Dr
Kathleen Lynn served as medical officer
with the battalion in the College of
Surgeons. Others, like Louise Gavan Duffy,
stayed in the GPO all that week, helping
the men fight in every way they could.
Most acted as auxiliaries, having been
specially trained in nursing and first aid. A
small number were given the dangerous
duty of carrying dispatches from post to
post. Each woman who took part in Easter
Week remembers her role with pride and
some were frustrated that they couldn't do
more.

The following is an attempt to record the
events of the Rising through the eyes of

three women active during that week. This
has been put together from reminiscences
in a radio interview made some fifty years
later, when they recalled the roles they
played during one of the most significant
weeks in Irish history.

If these stories are recounted in a matter-
of-fact way, this is how the women
themselves told them. The danger they
were operating under is barely mentioned,
but we can take it as fact that there was
risk of arrest or death every time they
stepped out into the street.

Leslie Price

Leslie Price, later to become Bean de
Barra, after marrying General Tom Barry,
was one of those who were given the job
of delivering dispatches throughout the
week.

Leslie's family were a strong nationalist
one who were, however, never very
communicative about their beliefs. Her
mother and father were strong Parnellites
and when he died they turned their
attention to Sinn Féin. When the
Volunteers started in 1913, her two
brothers joined at the first meeting. At the
time Leslie was at the Dominican Training
College in Belfast. She returned to Dublin
in 1915.

During that year, Leslie attended
O'Donovan Rossa's funeral with her family.
Standing at the corner of the Mater hospital
she saw the funeral procession coming by
and recalled: "I saw Tom Clarke, Pearse
and all the Volunteers carrying rifles and
I said to myself, this looks serious. It was
the serious look of the men and of course,
Pearse's oration at the graveside that did
A

On the following Tuesday night Leslie was
received into the Ard-Chraobh of Cumann
na mBan in Parnell Square, by Mrs. Tom
Clarke.

One of the things she was taught in
Cumann na mBan was first aid and
nursing. Prior to the Rising the women
were bisy making field dressings and had
extra ciasses in first aid, although they
were completely unaware of the
imminence of the Rising. It was also at this
time that they initiated the Defence of
Ireland Fund, which organised the
collection for the army and the equipping
of the Volunteers.

Leslie knew something was going to
happen on the Thursday before Easter
Saturday as, when leaving the Ard -
Chombhairle (executive committee) that

evening a prominent member in the
organisation said to her: "You know,
Leslie, the Rising is to take place on
Saturday" 1t came as a complete surprise
to her.

On Easter Saturday Leslie's two brothers
were out and about Dublin, gathering in
arms and so on for their own men. That
same day everyone was aghast at the
countermanding order of Eoin MacNeill,
which was printed in the Independent

newspaper.

The following day, Leslie received a note
from the secretary of Cumann na mBan
telling her not to leave home and to stand
by for that day and the next. About
10.00am on Monday morning she received
another note, this time telling her to report
to the corner of Blessington Street, which
she did immediately. There she found
other women of Cumann na mBan waiting
for orders. They waited and waited until
after noon, when Leslie became so fed up
that she decided to go down to the GPO
and see what she could do there.
Accompanied by a friend, she entered the
GPO where she saw Tom Clarke and Séan
MacDiarmada in a small office. He
beckoned them in and told them
immediately that they were going to be
couriers.

Leslie's first task was to go to the Hibernian
Bank at the corner of Abbey Street and
take charge of Cumann na mBan there.
They spent Monday afternoon making tea
for the Volunteers. That same day the man
in charge of the unit at the Bank, Tom
Weafer, was shot as Leslie was standing
alongside him at the window.

Every night when it got dark, Brid Dixon
and Leslie used to be sent with
ammunition and dispatches t¢ Ned Daly in
the Capuchin Hall in Church Street and
they would then take messages from him
to Tom Clarke. The men had broken
cavities in the walls from the GPO to
where Arnotts now stands. Leslie and Brid
would climb through the cavities and
come out onto the street. On the second
night there Séan MacDermott gave them
two officer's canes with steel tops and
they were told to use them if anyone
touched them. The two women were made
officers during the week, but not in
recognition of their bravery. The only
place they could get something to eat after
returning from their deliveries was the
commissariat, but only officers could go in
there so Séan MacDiarmada said they were
to become officers. Leslie always said
afterwards that they were made officers on
the "battlefield".

On the Thursday of Easter Week Tom
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Clarke called Leslie to him and told her to
go to Marlborough Street Church and bring
back a priest. As she made her way
through the streets some women shouted
at her: " Go bome girl, you'll be killed. The
British are in the Education Office." But
she carried on and when she reached the
presbytery she banged on the door with
the heel of her shoe. For many years
afterwards Leslie remembered her anger at
the priest when he refused to go with her
because the GPO was full of socialists and
communists who didn't really want a
priest. He did eventually go with her, but it
took her a long while to forgive his attitude
towards the men and women who were
fighting.

On Friday evening everyone was called
before Pearse and told to line up. He told
them they had to evacuate all the women.
They were extremely reluctant to leave,
but followed orders. After taking the
wounded to Jervis Street hospital they
came across a barricade of British soldiers.
They were called up by the officer in
charge and were told they were all
prisoners and were to be taken to
Broadstone. There they were questioned.
Whilst marching to Broadstone, Louise
Gavan Duffy had whispered a story to all
the women, to say that they were students
from the nearby Eccles Street convent,
who had been hijacked by the Volunteers
and told to go into the GPO. This they all
did and were released. They made their
way to the convent just in case they were
followed, where the nuns gave them tea
and cakes.

=
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After the Rising, the women organised
parcels of food and clothing to take up to
Richmond Barracks. All the widows rallied
round. Tom Clarke, who in Leslie's eyes
was the best man Ireland had ever
produced, had left some small amounts of
money with his wife and with this they
organised collections and revitalised
Cumann na mBan.

Leslie became Director of Organisation for
Cumann na mBan and she travelled
throughout the country, helping to
organise the resistance movement. It was
through this that she met General Tom
Barry, who was the leader of the West
Cork Flying Column and a legendary hero
of the war against the Black and Tans. The
couple were married in 1921. Tom Barry
took the Republican side in the Civil War
and was imprisoned in the Curragh for a
while. Later the Barrys settled in Cork,
where he was appointed a general
superintendent with the Cork Harbour
Commissioners in 1927. Neither of them
ever wavered in their republican beliefs
and allegiance.

Leslie was a member of the Irish Red Cross
society from its inception in 1939 and
became chairwoman in 1950. She was
decorated by the Irish, German, Italian
and Dutch governments for her
outstanding service to the society and in
1978 she received the International
Committee's highest award, the Henri
Dunant medal. She was also national
president of Gorta until her resignation in
1968, was an active worker in the Gaelic
League and chairwoman
of Erinville Hospital for
five years. The National
University of Ireland
conferred the honorary
degree of LL.D on her
when she was in her
seventies.

=

Leslie Bean de Barra
died in her eighties in
poor health on 9 April
1984, four years after
her beloved husband.
Remembered more for
her work with the Red
Crgss and Gorta, it's a
pity that no awards were
bestowed upon her for
her part in the Rising,
nor was there any real
recognition for the
dangerous work she
carried out during Easter
Week.

Julia Grenan

Like Leslie Price, Julia Grenan was a
member of Cumann na mBan who came
out in Easter Week and was given the duty
of carrying dispatches from post to post.
She was, however, one of the women who
were not evacuated from the GPO and
who stayed until the final surrender.

Julia heard about the Rising on Easter
Saturday night, when she was visited by
Roddy Connolly who told her the
operation was definitely on. He mobilised
Julia and her lifelong friend, Elizabeth O"
Farrell for Liberty Hall, where the Citizen
Army were in occupation. Being members
of Cumann na mBan, this surprised Julia
and Elizabeth, especially when they got
there and James Connolly told them they
were to be attached to the Citizen Army.

" We saw no objection to this ", said Julia,
betraying something of her feelings
towards Cumann na mBan and the
Volunteers, "because the Volunteers
weren't taking any notice of us: they
didn't care whether we were there or not."

On the Monday morning at about 3.00am,
Miire Peroltz and Charlie Power came to
the house with dispatches, of which Julia
got three messages. She was to go to
Dundalk and Carrickmacross with
dispatches for Patrick Hughes.

Julia went to 7.30am Mass on Easter
Monday morning and then went to catch
the Northern train. On the train she saw a
group of young girls, one of whom was
Néra Connolly, the daughter of James
Connolly. Knowing that Néra was also on
active duty, Julia went over to her when
she got out at Dundalk, as Néra was
leaning out of the window and she said: 'l
hope that the next time that we meel, it
will be in a free Ireland."

Having completed this mission
successfully, Julia then went on messages
around Dublin. One job was to take 2
dispatch to the Four Courts. She later
found out that these were orders to blow
up the Linen Hall.

On another occasion, Julia had to take a
letter to the Commander of the British
Forces in Ireland, saying that the British
had blown up a Red Cross Unit on the far
side of O'Connell Street and that if this
happened again, something would happen
to the British hostages they were holding.

The day James Connolly went out and
came back wounded, they knew nothing
about it until he was brought back in. He
told them he had gone out to place three



men in outposts in Middle Abbey Street
and on his return, while stepping back to
see if the men were in their positions, was
shot. One of the first comments he made
when he was brought back in was to Julia.
He said : " When I was lying there in the
lane I thought of bow often you two went
up and down there and nothing ever
bappened yez!"

At the end of the week, when the GPO
was evacuated, Julia, Elizabeth and
Winifred Carney were told to stay behind.
When they too evacuated with the
remaining men, they ran from the Post
Office, zigzagging across the lane and into
a house on the corner of Moore Street,
where they found James Connolly lying on
a stretcher. While Elizabeth was delivering
the message of surrender from Pearse to
the Commander of the British Forces,
Brigadier-General Lowe, Julia was doing
her best to nurse James Connolly. She
recalled him handing over his command to
Séan McLoughlin, just before the final
surrender.

After the surrender on O'Connell Street,
Julia was arrested and spent Saturday 2%th
April on the plot of grass in front of the
Rotunda hospital along with 400 prisoners
in a space that could properly
accommodate less than half that number.
Afterwards, she was confined to
Kilmainham Jail. During her imprisonment,
she heard volleys of rifle fire on four
consecutive mornings, as the leaders were
being executed.

Julia was released on 9th May and
afterwards she lived quietly with her
comrade, Elizabeth O' Farrell. They
collected money regularly for Republican
prisoners and their families and they
attended every Republican function in
Dublin.

Julia Grenan died in her late
seventies on 6th January 1972 in St.
Monica's Nursing Home. She is buried in
Glasnevin Cemetery in the same grave as
Elizabeth O' Farrell. They are buried near
the Republican plot, not in it, because they
would admit of no compromise with the
Republican ideal and to them the
Republican plot was a compromise. Their
grave faces that of O'Donovan Rossa, a
fitting place for two women who devoted
their lives to the Republican cause.

Noéra Connolly-

O'Brien

Néra Connolly, the daughter of James
Connolly, shared her father's ups and
downs to the full. When she was a small

child he would take her with him to
political meetings in Dublin. Later, when
the family emigrated to America, N6ra
worked as a milliner in New Jersey. They
then moved to New York where Connolly
founded the Irish Socialist Federation. He
started a monthly journal, 'The Harp' and
Néra became business manager, looking
after the affairs of the paper while her
father was away on frequent lecture tours.

The Connollys returned to Dublin in 1910.
While canvassing for elections, Néra saw
for herself the poverty and misery of the
working classes living in the tenements.
She recalled telling her father how
horrified she was by the conditions and he
replied: " It is because of these things that
we are working. We bhave to change all
that. "

Later, when the family moved to Belfast,
Néra worked in a warehouse. She
organised the Belfast branch of Cumann na
mBan and joined the girls branch of the
Fianna. With some friends she founded
the Young Republican Party and designed
and made their banner, a rising sun on a
green background with the name of the
party in white letters.

After the Howth gun-running in 1914, Néra
was sent to America to the heads of the
movement there. Her father told her: "Five
people are in danger of being bhanged if
the message is discovered - one of them
will be yourself" Néra accomplished her
mission successfully.

Another tim: she was sent to England to
find Liam Me:lows and bring him back to
take part in the Rising. He had been
deported frem Ireland after a term of
imprisonment. She found him near Stoke-
on-Trent and arranged his return to Ireland
disguised as a priest.

As a member of the Citizen Army, Noéra
saw the role of women as far more equal
than the women of Cumann na mBan.
Their influence of the Citizen Army gave
the women far more equality than in later

years. The women in the Army were
drilled with the men, listened to the same
lectures and paraded together. N6ra saw
the Volunteers as more secretive and not
inclined to include the Cumann na mBan
women in their plans.

During Easter week, Néra was outside of
Dublin. She had been sent to the North
with various messages, hoping to get the
sympathisers to rise out. She spent most of
the week very frustrated.

" I remember being in Coalisland in an
hotel ", she recalled, " and a man rushing
in saying, ' Where are the first -aiders?' "
Néra stood up and she was told a man was
wounded. It turned out that he had only
shot himself in the thumb. After bandaging
him up another man clapped her on the
shoulder and said "You're the one for us."
" Fine," said Noéra, " but bow do you know
but that I want to make bholes, not plug
them! " He smiled and said " Come with us
and we'll let you do both."

While waiting for the word, the local
organiser in Coalisland had gathered all his
group in a big barn. Men were sitting
everywhere with rifles and bandoliers.
They were all waiting for the word, but of
course it never came.

When Néra decided to make back for
Dublin with her sister, Ina, they got as far
as Dundalk by train and then had to walk,
as only the military were allowed on the
trains. They spent the night in a field,
shaking with the cold. Near Balbriggan
they took off their shoes and stockings,
plunged their feet into the cool earth and
dozed off. They were awakened the
following day by the thunder of gunfire.

When the sisters reached Swords they
were met by a platoon of British soldiers
coming towards them, carrying their gun
carriages and rifles. N6ra recalled saying to
her sister: " Ina, Ina , they are marching
away. They must be winning in Dublin."

" The picture in my mind was of a success
that seemed so possible, so real. "
Unfortunately, the sad and brutal reality
was waiting for them in Dublin.

They finally reached Dublin on the
Saturday. Limping into Drumcondra, Néra
decided to go to the home of family
friends, the Ryans. There were many
people standing at doors and looking
towards the city. There was a horrible
smell of burning in the air.

When Néra asked the Ryans what was
happening, she was told: "They're all
surrendering." "My father? she asked. "
He's wounded. He's dying" was the reply.
Néra saw her father twice before he was
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executed, the last time on the night before
his execution, when she had to calm her
distraught mother who found it hard to
believe that her wounded and dying
husband would executed.

Néra found the aftermath suffocating.
"You were never free of the power of the
enemy that bad defeated yoiw she said of
the atmosphere on the streets of Dublin.

After Easter Week, N6ra went to America
and told her story of the Rising to huge,
enthusiastic meetings. When she landed in
England on her way home, she was served
with an order forbidding her to go to

Ireland. She remembered that the Lord
Lieutenant had written: " It is utterly
impossible and extremely inadvisable to
allow you to return 1o Ireland." She
evaded the prohibition by disguising
herself as a boy and hiding in the dark,
stuffy forecastle of a cargo steamer during
its 35-hour passage across the Irish sea.

She was active in the General election of
1918 when Sinn Féin swept the country.
Then came marriage not long before the
Treaty of 1921 and imprisonment in
Mountjoy and Kilmainham jails during the
troubled times that followed.

Like Leslie Price and Julia Grenan, Néra
Connolly-O'Brien was vividly aware of her
own role in the Easter Rising, but saw it ]|
as her duty rather than any act of heroism,
She would glow with pride at any mention
of her father and this pride comes out in
her writing in 'Portrait of a Rebel
Father'.

It is to be hoped that sometime in the
future more will be recorded about the
parts played by the women of 1916 and
that they will be remembered alongside

the men in prose, poetry and song. A

Linda O Saobhair

OF THE

Proclamation of the Irish Republic Easter Monday, 1916

POBLACHT NA H EIREANN
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMEINT

IRISH REPUBLIC
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN : In the name of God and of the dead gemeratisns
from which she recsives her old tradition of nationhoed, Ireland
hmﬂmuhuﬂumaﬂkuhhm x SOl S, prm—

a erganised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutisnary
the Irish Republican Brotherhoed, and through her open

erganisatien, . o military
erganisations, untsers and the Irish Citizen Army, ha pationtly
perfocted her discipline, having resolutely waited for the right -o-'.ukbmul
iteelf, she now seizes that moment, and, supportsd by her exiled children in America
aad by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first o her owa strength, she

wurpatioa of that right by a foreign people and has net exd

right, mor can it ever be extinguished except by the destruction ef the lrhh.xwm -
wery generation the Irish people have asserted their right to maticmal fresdem
sversignty ; six times during the past three hundred years they have aswerted
arms. on that fundamental right and agaia asserting it in arms in the
of the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Soversign Indepemdant
aad we pledge our Jives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms o the cause of its
of its welfare, and of its exaltation among the natioms.

The Irish Republic is entitled to and hereby claims, the allegiance of
rishman and Irishwoman. The Ropublic guarantees religious and civil liberty
rghts and equal opportunities to all its cltizens, and declares its resoive te
e happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, sherishing’
the children of the nation equally, and eblivious of the differsnces carefully fostered
by an alien government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the past.

Until oar arms have brought the opportune moment for the sstablishment of a
prmanent National Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and
slected by the suffrages of all her men and women, the Provisional Government, hereby
lﬂlmtd.wﬂlnduiniﬂuthdvil and military affairs of the Republic in trust for

poople.

We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God,
Whose blessing we invoke upon our arms, and we pray that no one who serves that
tause will dishomour it by cowardice, Inhumanity. or rapine. In this supreme hour
the Irish nation must, by its valour and discipline and by the readiness of its children
1o sacrifics themseives for the common goed. prove itself worthyof the august destiny
1o which it is ealled.

i

i

4

Signed om Bohall of the Provisienal Gevernmeont,
THOMAS J. CLARKE.
THOMAS MacDONAGH.
EAMONN CEANNT,
JOSEPH PLUNKETT.

SEAN Mac DIARNMADA,
P. H. PEARSE,
JAMES CONNOLLY.
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Education to the People!

‘What happens when people try to control

their own education - to learn what they
want to learn, meet whoever they want to
meet, do the courses they want to do and
manage the whole apparatus of
information?

Well, it varies. In the Tennessee Highlander
Folk School they got bombs through the
windows; in a little known experiment in
Ireland early this century they got abuse,
threats, scandal - mongering and freezing
out.

In West Belfast we got abuse, accusations,
threats, denial of government funds and
loss of reputation. In a way we did not do
all that badly. Those who control money,
power and education cling on to them like
pit bull terriers, with a grip they seem
unable to loosen even if they wanted to.

In Ireland most primary and secondary
level education is controlled by the
churches. This is true not only of
'denominational' systems but of the state
systems as well. Change would be difficult
not only because of the bull terrier grip but
because at this time the policy of
government is to allow the churches to
control education because this keeps it
safe from novel ideas. One can, however,
try making changes within the adult
education system.

That is what we tried to do. We hoped that
if adults could get the feel of making
decisions about their own learning, they
would eventually ask: "If we can do this
for ourselves, why can we not do it for the
children as well?" If you get to that point
you have a fighting chance of making
some changes.

The West Belfast experiment in popularly
controlled education reached a peak
enrolment of about 400 adult students
doing 'A' and 'O' Level courses. There was
also a popularly controlled informal
education programme which included
theatre, writing groups, lectures/
discussions and so on. When it became
clear that the experiment was not going to
go away or to fail the authorities reacted
by changing their policy on adult
education in West Belfast.

For years the policy had been to refuse all
requests for a college of further education
in the area. There was no need for it, they
said and anyway there was no money for
it. However, when the people's own
education project attracted up to 400

students the policy suddenly changed. The

Church made a building available and the
State spent a couple of million pounds
and a new college of further education was
opened. There was money after all. Before
long the numbers enrolling were so great
that they were talking about opening yet
more space for them. Clearly, there was a
need as well.

The pattern of reaction by education
authorities then was clear. Any experiment
in popular control of education will be
frozen out, brought into public disrepute
(‘commies', provos' or whatever the
current term of abuse may be). If it persists
it will be threatened: public funding will
be withdrawn and agencies willing to help
threatened with loss of jobs if they do;
there may be , as in Tennessee and
Belfast, physical harassment and the threat
of further violence. If the project still
persists then the State, with, in Ireland, the
help of the churches, will parallel the
efforts of the people by setting up
institutes which they would otherwise
have refused. The education provided will
be satisfactory in so far as state education
can be satisfactory.

What then happens to the experimental
projects which the people themselves have
created and managed?

If they can survive - and indications are

that they can if they have the will to do so -
some people will still go to them because
they feel unhappy about 'going back to
school' in a state or church institution.
And with the state taking on 'O’ and 'A' -
Level classes people can create even more
experiments in informal education, making
decisions about whom they shall meet,
what they shall read, what their theatre will
be like.

In West Belfast the people not only
succeeded in creating an admirable and
exciting formal and informal education
programme, they also forced the
Government and the Church to provide
pre-school playgroups, adult education,
theatre, accommodation for writers' groups
etc.

The lesson was clear - education
authorities may not facilitate people who
ask for relevant education, especially in
poor areas, but they will certainly hasten -
expensively - to parallel what the people
have provided for themselves, in order to
control and regulate it.

That is, provided a bomb through a
window does not settle the matter as it did
in Tennessee...or soldiers at the door as in

Belfast. A Des Wilson

we are

not the only

ones that
had to go!

s

BRITAIN

'Change of address, not of heart '

Postcards available from Haringey IBRG, c/o Hornsey Library, Haringey Park, Crouch End, London N8.
£1.20 for pack of three. Cheques/postal orders payable to Haringey IBRG.
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GETTING VOTES

Emigration has been a fact of life for hundreds of thousands of Irish people over the last 150 years. For
more than a century, almost half those born in Ireland have emigrated. Those left at home have been forced
to bear the economic, political and social cost of this loss while those of us who have come to Britain face
the reality of living and dying in a hostile place, subjected to discrimination and anti-Irish racism.

In an article which will be serialised over two issues, Raymond Crotty, economist and author, examines
the history, causes and the cost of this emigration. He argues that an end to forced emigration of this scale
will be more easily achieved when we have gained the vote for exiles in elections in Ireland.

The Nature of Irish Emigration

Emigration on the scale and of the
duration that has been experienced in
Ireland is unique. Almost half those born
in the 26 Counties of the Republic since
1864, when the registration of births and
deaths was introduced, have emigrated.
Emigration probably averaged at least as
much in the preceding half century, which
included the Great Famine when it was
particularly heavy.

No change occurred in the rate of
emigration following political
independence. Approaching two million
people have emigrated from the area of
the Republic since 1922. The rate of
emigration since the last census year, 1986,
has been well above the long term
'normal'. Since the census, 224,000 were
born in Ireland while 134,000 have
emigrated. That represents an emigration
rate equivalent to 60% of the birth rate,
compared to a long term average of 45% of
birth rate. That level of emigration is
causing the population to decline, giving
rise, as in the 1950's, to the spectre of 'the
vanishing Irish'.

Emigration from Ireland ceased on only
two occasions during the past 175 years. It
did so for a couple of years around 1930
when, following the 'Wall Street Crash' of
1929, there was massive unemployment in
the USA and Britain. More remarkably,
there was net immigration of 109,000 in
the period 1971-1979, between censuses.

That intercensal period was characterised
by massive State borrowing and deficit
expenditure. Successive Irish governments
spent borrowed funds as if, as they say,
'money was going out of fashion'. The
State during those years borrowed, over
and above what it paid out in interest on
existing debt, the equivalent of 4.7% of
GNP (Gross National Product) each year.

That rate of borrowing and spending,
which relatively was without parallel even
2 in wartime Britain or the USA, created in
e Ireland the jobs that kept people at home
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and attracted back many who had left.
It also resulted, on top of the debt that
had been accumulated by consistent,
though more moderate, borrowing
since 1948, in a State debt which,
relative to GNP, is the largest and most
expensive in the world. Annual
interest payments on that debt are
equivalent to 10% of GNP.

Interest payments now exceed what
the State, with its credit reduced by
past borrowing, is any longer able to
raise in fresh borrowing. Since 1986,
the State has been paying annually to
the rentier holders of debt, some
£1,500 million more than it has been
able to borrow. Between 1948 and
1986, the State, through its borrowings
over and above what was required to
pay interest on existing debt, added to
demand the equivalent annually of
around 2% of GNP (and 4.7% in the
1970's). Since 1986, because of the
excess of interest payments over what
it can borrow, it has been reducing
demand in the economy by the
equivalent annually of around 7% of
GNP.

This transformation in the role of the
State, from being a net contributor to
being a net reducer of demand, is the
principal reason for the upsurge in the
rate of emigration - from the long
term equivalent of 45% of the birth
rate to 60% now.

Each year now over 4.5 million people
leave the Republic of Ireland by air and
sea. (Many more do so by rail and road to
Northern Ireland.) The number leaving is
about 50% above what it was a decade ago
and it is likely to increase by another 50%
or more during the next decade. That
massive, rapidly growing international
mobility is a reflection of rising living
standards which obtain in Ireland as
throughout the western world.

Most of those leaving are Irish residents
going abroad on holidays; or non-residents
returning to their homes after holidaying in
Ireland. Many more people are going
abroad on business or to undertake
contract work or to study. Most of these
outward movements, which reflect rising
living standards, are desirable. Most of
them are offset by corresponding inward
movements. But Ireland's tragedy is the
shortfall between the outflow and inflow
of people. That shortfall, to repeat, has

Gabrielle Humphreys

amounted to almost two million people
since 1922. These are all people for whom,
unless conditions change greatly from
what they have been for 175 years, there
will be no " bis in Eireann" (death in Ireland).

It is very misleading to think that, because
many - perhaps most- of those emigrating
intend/hope to return to live in Ireland,
that they will do so. The facts of Irish
emigration for 175 years are that people do
not do so. Almost half of those born in
Ireland die elsewhere. It is no less
misleading to think that, because there was
substantial net immigration in the 1970's, a
similar pattern may recur in the next, cr
some subsequent decade. The nei
immigration of the 1970's was the result of
massive deficit financing, which cannot be
repeated and which gave rise to a State
debt that now greatly exacerbates all those
conditions which, for 175 years, have
driven out half the Irish.

Emigration is Self-Sustaining

A process which, for 175 years, has
removed almost every second person from

Ireland, and continues to do so, is clearly
self-sustaining. While exceptionally severe
emigration in one period may be followed
by lower emigration in the subsequent
period, because fewer potential emigrants
are left, viewed over a longer period, one
decade's emigration has had no obvious
impact on emigration in the following
decade. Emigration in the 1990's is as
severe as it was in the 1980's. Important
features of Irish emigration give it its self-
sustaining character.

Consider the 'cost' of emigrants. The Irish
people and Government spend annually
about 85% of gross national product on
consumer goods and services. (The other
15% is invested). Part of that consumption
may be regarded as maintaining the
workforce. Another part represents the
consumption by older, retired persons of
wealth they saved during their working
lives. The remaining, third part, of total
consumption represents the investment in
young people which prepares them for a
later productive life.

People who were less than 20 years old
accounted for 56% of the total Irish
population in 1986. It is assumed that, on
average, each of these 1,983,00 young
people consumes in food, clothing,
housing, education, medical care etc.
£3391 annually. This is 70% of the average
annual national consumption per person
of £4844. It implies that the remaining
1,558,000 people who are over 20 years,
consumed on average £6693 annually, or
just twice as much as young people.

These figures, which seem reasonable,
imply that the equivalent of 33% of GNP is
annually invested in young people - a
figure that takes no account of the
priceless, tender, loving care showered on
the young by their parents. Over the long
haul, 45% of these young people have
emigrated permanently from Ireland,
representing an annual loss equivalent to
the 15% of GNP invested in them. This is
the same proportion of GNP that is used
for gross fixed capital formation. That is to
say, Ireland, for 175 years has been
spending as much of its wealth in rearing
people for emigration as it has invested in
factories, houses, offices, roads, transport
equipment, farm equipment, farm
livestock etc. etc. With 60% of those born
emigrating in more recent years, the loss of
wealth to the economy is now equivalent
to almost a fifth of all that is produced
annually.
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Emigrants take with them more than the
wealth that has been invested in them;
they remove also the wealth that they will
produce in future. Expenditure of that
future wealth would have been the
principal demand for the goods and
services produced by the people
remaining in Ireland. But with so much of
national demand removed through
emigration, Ireland is forced to depend on
export markets to a greater extent than
every other country apart from the city
states of Hong Kong and Singapore. By
losing the demand of those who emigrate,
which would have been sure and certain,
the economy is forced into dependence on
unsure, uncertain, distant markets.

Economic Development

Irteland's original and patently
unsuccessful venture into economic
planning, which was published by the
Department of Finance 35 years ago, put
the point about the loss of demand well, as
follows: 'The common talk amongst
parents, in the towns as in rural Ireland, is
of their children having to emigrate as
soon as their education is completed in
order to secure a reasonable livelihood.
To the children themselves and to many
already in employment, the jobs available
at home look unattractive by comparison
with those obtainable in such variety and
so readily elsewhere'. That situation is
unchanged 35 years on. People leave
because the economy is small,
unproductive and lacking opportunity.
Because people leave, the economy
remains small, unproductive and lacking
opportunity. And so it has been for 175
years.

Emigration on the Irish scale broadens,
deepens and smoothens the channels of
emigration flow. Past emigration facilitates
present and future emigration. Risks and
uncertainties are reduced. The presence
abroad of many earlier emigrants enables
recent ones to join communities that have
some familiar features, at least. The high
performance of the others abroad also
ensures a ready reception for more recent
Irish emigrants. Above all, Ireland's great
economic loss has contributed
substantially to the economic strength of
the receiving countries. That strength, in
turn, enables the receiving countries to
produce goods and services at lower cost
that Ireland can, handicapped as it is by
the haemorrhage of emigration. It means
that, under free trade, those countries
supply one-third of all the goods,
including food, consumed in Ireland. The
equivalent proportion in Britain is only
10%.
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The Politics of Emigration

The economic cost of emigration, in terms
of the unrequited outflow of human
capital, of keeping the home market small
and unrewarding, and of improving the
relative efficiency of recipient and
competing countries, has been enormous.
That economic cost, however, has been
dwarfed by the political cost. Almost half
of seven generations, over 175 years, have
emigrated. There has left, with this less
contented half of the population, every
pressure for real change in Ireland. Those
who sought change, found it outside
Ireland; by and large, those who remain,
accept things as they are.

One manifestation of the loss of pressure
for change was the dominance of Irish
politics, for a century between the securing
of Catholic Emancipation by Daniel
O'Connell and W.T. Cosgrave, the first
head of an Irish State , by a mixed bag of
individuals whom Cosgrave's son, Liam,
another Taoiseach, would have described
as 'blow-ins'. Cosgrave shared with
O'Connell an 'absolute assurance about his
own identity' (Oliver MacDonagh The
Hereditary Bondsman, p.3).

That assurance was not shared by the
'blow-ins', who included the Welshman's
son, Thomas Davis; the Anglo-American
Protestant, Parnell; Pearse, the son of an
English monumental sculptor; De Valera,
born in America of a Spanish father; the
Labour leaders, Connolly, born in
Edinburgh and Larkin born in Liverpool;
the English- born Desmond Fitzgerald,
father of the late Taoiseach, Garret
Fitzgerald. For all of these and their ilk,
'nationalism centred on the question: Who
am I? For O'Connell (and Cosgrave), that
was never a question; for if it were, the
answer would have been self-evident'.
(MacDonagh pp3-4)

The remarkable stability of Irish politics
during the 70 years of independence is a
further reflection of the release through
emigration of pressure for change. The
two major centre parties, Fianna Fiil and
Fine Gael, have secured between them on
average 80%, and never less than 59%, of
the seats in the 25 Diils elected since 1922.
There have been only eight heads of
government, one of whom was the son,
another the son-in-law of former heads.

The opposition emigrates. If Government
makes conditions sufficiently difficult,
enough people will emigrate and ensure
the Government's re-election. There were
six changes of government following the
17 general elections that took place
between 1922 and 1973. Emigration was a
the 'normal' rate of almost half the birth

rate during that 51 year period. There
were, by contrast, five changes of
government in the seven general elections
between 1973 and 1987. This fourteen year
period was characterised by low
emigration and, as already noted, net
immigration between 1973 and 1979. The
people, during these years, registered their
dissatisfaction with government by
changing it, rather than by emigrating,

Also, as noted, emigration since 1986 has
increased to above its 'normal' level. One
electoral reflection of that was that the
Fianna F4il Government was able to retain
office in that election, although only with
the support of the Progressive Democrats.

As emigration continues at well above the
'‘normal’ level of 45% of the birth rate, the
opinion polls register a high degree of
satisfaction with government among the
residual population. This suggests that,
following the abberation of the 1970's, the
situation has returned to 'normal' with
respect to a high level of emigration and a
high degree of political stability.

Those Irish who most desire change leave
Ireland. Because they leave, little is
changed. Because little is changed, many
are dissatisfied and leave. Politically as
well as economically, the system is
inherently self-perpetuating.

Other Effects of Emigration

Two further important consequences of
emigration may be noted. One of these is
the cultural impact. Ireland is the only
European nation that aspires to
independence in which the lingua franca
has been imposed by colonial masters; it
has not evolved from within the nation
itself. The decline in the use of Irish has
coincided largely with massive emigration.
Arresting that decline and the re-
establishment of a vibrant, indigenous
culture are unlikely while emigration
persists at the 'normal’ Irish level. People,
particularly those who are young, are
unlikely to value and cherish a culture that
is abandoned by the half of the population
which must look for a livelihood in
another culture.

The second non-socio-economic
consequence of emigration to note is the
persistence of partition and its
consequential evils. Protestants and
Catholics, Unionists and Nationalists in the
North are united in their unwillingness to
be absorbed into an Irish Republic that
denies an z.ceptable living to half its

people.

Had Irish governments succeeded in
ending mass emigration (and the mass
(Contd on page 19)



(Contd from page 10)  poverty and
unemployment which give rise to i), it
is inconceivable that partition would
have persisted in its present, entrenched
form. But the persistence of emigration
and the defects in the body politic
which give rise to it ensure also the
persistence of partition and the
violence which inescapably follows
from it. The Republic secures 'peace' at
the cost of forcing out the less contented
half of its people and of perpetuating
violence in the North. As Tacitus wrote
long ago: 'they have created a
wilderness and they call it peace'.

Reducing the Cost of Emigration

There is no way to reduce the economic
cost of emigration. Rather, as average
living standards continue to rise because
those on low incomes leave, the 'cost of
producing' young emigrants will also
rise. A way does, however, exist to
reduce the political cost of emigration.
That way is to secure for emigrants the
vote in Irish elections. That extension of
the franchise would enable emigrants to
express their dissent from the manner of
government of Ireland in a way that is
politically more constructive than
emigrating. Being a vote for change in
Ireland by persons sufficiently
dissatisfied to emigrate, the emigrant's
vote would help to loosen the
consensus favouring the status quo of
the half of the Irish who remain there.

Precisely because their vote is
likely to be a vote for change, the
conservative political establishment is
unwilling to extend the franchise to
emigrants. Emigrants should be under
no illusion that appeals to reason, to
equity, to the practice of other countries,
or similar representations will ever be
conceded. At best, they will be listened
to patiently by politicians who have no
intention of conceding the vote. The
history of the dissemination of political
power, in Ireland and elsewhere,
together with an appreciation of the
existing political situation in Ireland,
make clear that the franchise will be
extended to emigrants only when they
mobilise economic power to reinforce
their appeals to reason, equity or
precedent. It is fortunate that the
economic power is available in large

measure to emigrants. A

Part two of this article will appear in
the next issue of An Pobal Elirithe,
where Crotty argues for the Irish in
Britain to mount a boycott of Irish
goods to pressurise the Irish
Government into granting the vote
to emigrants.

In June of 1990, a women's delegation
from Britain visited Palestine. They met
with Palestinians living in the Gaza
strip, visited projects, co-ops and
refugee camps and spoke to peace
campaigners and other activists in
Israel. ;

Laura O' Sullivan
reports here on the
experience of those living
under occupation.

I have always wanted to visit this part of

the world, partly because of the struggle
which the Palestinians are engaged in and
also because of two Jewish people I have
been close to, both of whom visited Israel
at different times. One came back
marvelling at the great things that his
people were achieving. My other friend
felt that she was in an armed camp
surrounded by hostile countries. My
friends' reactions were to do with the way
they dealt with their own people's often
tragic history and their experience of anti-
semitism. My experience would no doubt
be different: having an understanding of
Irish history and having visited the Six
Counties I would have an insight into
colonisation and what it is like to have to
live in a land that is occupied.

We flew overnight and so were driving
through the West Bank to East Jerusalem in
the early hours of the morning. My fatigue
probably helped make it an e.aotional
journey. Travelling through an occupied
country, seeing signs of occupation all
around me, the Israeli settlements on the
hills, made me think of techniques
England used to colonise Ireland. As the
days passed by we saw signs of the
devastation that had been caused.
Travelling through the Gaza Strip, our taxi
driver pointed to a group of trees nestling

in a valley. He told us that there had once

been a Palestinian village there - the
Israelis had destroyed it. Later, he pointed
to an area where there had been woodland
belonging to Palestinians - all the trees

were gone.

In the refugee camps we saw houses
which the Israelis had destroyed, now
replaced by tents. The Israelis did this as
punishment for the messages painted by
Palestinians at night in their villages to
provide news of the struggle and any
action people should take. Or it might be
punishment for throwing stones at
soldiers. Palestinians would have to pay
the Israelis for the 'pleasure’ of having
their homes“bulldozed. Children showed
us the plastic bullets that are fired at them,
just as children had done when I visited
the Six Counties.

The Israeli State

Everyone we met in Palestine had their
own tale to tell about how the Israelis
treated them. In the West we are led to
believe that Israel is a democracy. In a
democracy the rights of minorities should
be upheld. However, this rarely happens.
In Israel it is the East European Jews that
have all the positions of power and
influence. We met Black and oriental Jews
who complained about their unequal
position. Ethiopian Jews who have
emigrated to Israel have been used in the
army as cannon fodder.

Israel is a military state where each citizen
serves a couple of years in the army.
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Laura Sullivan

Women may be exempted if they are
married. Men also serve for a few weeks
each year.

We attended a Women in Black picket held
in West Jerusalem every week to protest at
the occupation of Palestine. Across the
road from us, some Israelis held a counter-
demonstration. Their slogans were vicious
and racist. An elderly Jewish woman who
had emigrated from Eastern Europe told
me that most of the Israelis across the road
were American settlers who lived in the
occupied territories. She said they
supported the policy of the removal of the
Palestinians. Later that day I saw soldiers in
a square performing dance to folk music
watched by families. This amusement was
organised by a right wing political group.
I noticed that there were no police
anywhere. I was told that they have secret
police and I had seen signs of this at the
picket earlier.

As we drove around the West Bank we
saw settlers carrying guns. The human
rights organisation we visited, 'Al Haq',
told us they had recorded 40 incidents of
wilful killing of Palestinians. These
included an incident outside their offices
in Rumulla. Settlers had shot into a crowd.
Soldiers arrived and refused to arrest the
settlers. (It is rare for settlers to be charged
for shooting a Palestinian). A field worker
at the project who intervened was taken
away by the soldiers. He was tortured and
his testicles were crushed.

Palestinians can be held under
administrative detention which can go on
indefinitely. It is used in a similar way to
internment in the Six Counties

The Israelis' brutal treatment of the
Palestinians is also reflected in the lack of
health care. We visited the family of a
Palestinian killed in struggle in Nabulus.
Their 13 year old son had been shot by
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soldiers. They took his body away and
removed the organs before giving it back
to the family. We visited a hospital run by
the Israelis in Gaza. It contained 250 beds
for the whole population in South Gaza
and there were only eight surgeons serving
four orthopaedic wards. There was no
disinfectant and it smelt because of a
sewage problem. The hospital was also
short of medicine.

Resistance

I have tried to highlight the nature of the
Israeli State and the atrocities that the
Palestinians are forced to endure.
However, to talk only about this would be
doing an injustice to the Palestinian people
I met. The women and children we met
have a spirit that endures; they are angry
but they laughed a lot too. They are angry
that the world is silent to their fate, angry
at the way they are described by the
Israelis as terrorists.

Many of the men are in prison so the
women are taking on new roles. The
Women's Committees are setting up co-ops
involved in everything including growing
vegetables, biscuit making, producing
honey from grapes, making yogurt and
rearing animals. They are involved in
creating nurseries so women can work
outside the home, in Trade Unions
mobilising women workers, in summer
camps for children and in the organisation
of literacy classes. There is a determination
to keep the equality they have gained.
Women had their tales too of how they had
challenged the soldiers. One woman
spoke of how she stopped a soldier
beating a boy by repeatedly shouting
"Don't beat bim, be is my son” Another
told us how a group of women persuaded
some soldiers to bring back an electricity
pylon they had confiscated. Their men had
looked on having told them they shouldn't
ask for too much.

The women's faces glowed with happiness
as they told us these stories.

The first place we visited on the delegation
was a child counselling centre in East
Jerusalem. They told us of some of the
positive changes that the Intifada has
brought to the children. They recognise
that they have a Palestinian identity, a
separate history and that they were born in
Palestine. Children we met told us proudly
about the Intifada and how important it is.
The children are taking on the soldiers by
throwing stones, burning tyres and
checking cars at check-points in the Gaza
Strip, as Israeli secret police often disguise
themselves as journalists. The children are
taking the lead on the streets of Palestine
like they did in the struggle in South Africa.

When returning home, my bags were
searched three times at the airport. I was
questioned separately by three different
people all asking the same questions. "Did
I-meet any Arabs? Did I ever leave my bags
unguarded?” Then 1 still had to go through
the electronic scanner which checked for
bombs. One delegate said that it was as if
they thought that we carried the bombs in
our heads.

After going to Palestine I attended a
conference in August 1990 at the Europa
Hotel in Belfast. This conference was
organised by the people of Ballymurphy
and speakers attended from around the
world. This was a major achievement for a
small community. Twenty-one years ago
there was barely a tenant'’s association in
Ballymurphy; it was the kind of place that
everyone wanted to move away from.
Now there are over eighty community
projects, organising the same variety of
activities and services as those organised
by the community in Palestine, with the
people providing what the State does not.

In struggle, people's initiative comes to the
fore. There is enormous skill and
enterprise lying dormant in communities.
In each country, the occupier mounts what
seems to be an insurmountable campaign
to curb all uprising. They use propaganda,
impose Ligh taxes, shut down co-ops,
remove tundirig from community projects
and employ censorship, imprisonment and
curfews. In Pzlestine and Ireland the
struggles wiil continue because of the
determinatior, resilience and very spirit of
two peoples who refuse to be silent and to

be crushed. A




The Irish in Britain made many
advances in 1990 and the IBRG
played its part in the community's
struggle for equality and justice.

Campaign work throughout the
year focused on the major issues
of concern to our community in
Britain:

@ helped to organise and mobilise for the
annual Bloody Sunday march in London.

@ called for the release of Martin Foran
and for an enquiry into the forensic
evidence used in all Irish political trials

@ spoke to over 100 students at Cardiff
University on the Birmingham Six and the
PTA

€ won an apology from Friends of the
Earth over their use of anti-Irish jokes in a
fundraising publication

@ condemned Carol Thatcher for her anti-
Irish comments on television

Gabrielle Humphreys

Bloody Sunday March
London 1991

@ won ethnic minority status for the Irish
comunity in Lambeth in South London

@ had a complaint to the Press Council
against the Sunday Express over their false
story of Irish Chunnel workers funding the
IRA turned down

4 put forward draft guidelines to the
National Union of Journalists (NUJ) on
reporting ot PTA arrests

@ held our third annual St. Patrick's Day
march calling for the release of the
Birmingham Six and the Winchester Three
and for the repeal of the PTA

# had our 9th Ard Fheis in Birmingham

¢ attended a conference on Racism in
Prisons at Long Lartin Prison

@ supported the launch of the Repeal the
PTA Campaign

€ had a complaint to the Press Council
against the Daily Express over their false
story of five Irish men arrested at
Cheltenham being an IRA unit turned
down

4 attended a picket of Downing Street on
the anniversary of the Gibraltar Three

# challenged RTE on their advertising in
the Sun newspaper

4 challenged Strawberry Hill College over
anti-Irish racism in their college magazine

¢ organised a 'round robin' of Irish
community organisations over the naming
of individuals in the television programme
"Who Bombed Birmingham"

¢ supported pickets at the Appeal Court
for the Winchester Three

4 called for Tom King's resignation
following the release of the Winchester
Three

Irish

€ supported the Camden

Consultative Conference

4 organised an Irish film season in
Haringey

@ took part in the Haringey Irish/Black
communities weekend of activities

@ took part in the Birmingham Hunger
Strike Commemoration March and spoke
at the rally

@ participated in a picket of the Irish
embassy calling for the release of Brian
Keenan

€ made a detailed submission to the
European parliament's Enquiry into Racism
and Zenophobia in Europe

@ took issue with the police over their
video surveillance of Fleadh '90 in
Finsbury Park, North London
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4 called again for the vote to be given to
Irish emigrants

¢ with other Irish community

organisations called for recognition of the
Irish in the 1991 census and for the
Commission for Racial Equality (CRE) to
give full recognition to the needs of our
community

4 took a Birmingham Six banner to the
London Irish Festival Parade to protest at
the decision of the Festival's organising
committee not to give a stall to the
Birmingham Six Campaign

@ participated in the London Irish Youth
Festival and the Southwark Irish Festival

@ lost a complaint to the Press Council
against the Daily Mirror over an article by
Joe Haines on the Birmingham Six

4 challenged Haringey Council over their
withdrawal on political grounds of funds
to the local IBRG project

@ drew attention to the fact that while
several London Boroughs had doubled the
numbers of ethnic minority staff in their
employ, the British Government had
during the last twenty years failed to end
sectarian discrimination in employment in
the Six Counties.

4 called on the British Government to end
its discrimination against the Irish language
and to include it in the National
Curriculum and led a campaign on the
issue - getting questions asked about it in
the European Parliament, persuading the
Irish Government to raise the matter with
the British through the Inter-governmental
body

@ organised a season of films on Ireland
for the Autumn in Haringey, North London

@ challenged the British government over
their vetting of Glér na nGael

4 set up committees to commemorate the
75th anniversary of 1916 in Britain

# won a Press Council decision against the
News of the World over their distortion of
figures on deaths in the war in Ireland

4 held a major national Irish education
conference in Haringey, North London

# took issue with the media over its
coverage of the PTA arrests at Stonehenge

# supported the NU]J day of action against
censorship on Ireland

# supported the Terence Mac Swiney
commemoration Mass and the Mac Swiney
Rally in Brixton, South London

4 organised four pickets of the Irish
embassy in London over the extradition of
Dessie Ellis to Britain

4 held our fourth annual Welfare
Conference in Lambeth, South London

¢ supported the annual Plastic Bullets
picket in London

4 attended pickets at Paddington Green
over PTA detentions

1916
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1991

@ organised the third annual Manchester
Irish Film Festival

@ organised a series of meetings on the
PTA in Manchester, Bolton and Blackburn

@ spoke at the National Union of Students
(NUS) conference on anti-Racism at
Newcastle University

4 made a submission to the proposed
new union, (NALGO/NUPE/COHSE)
calling for the inclusion of the Irish
community in their equality programme

@ called for the full registration of Irish
voters for future British elections

‘We also spoke at public

meetings from Brighton to
Blackburn on Ireland and

the Irish in Britain
throughout the year. We
responded to over a
hundred requests from
students, journalists,
television and radio

researchers for information
about our community in
Britain, the PTA and anti-
Irish racism. We ran
community projects in
Haringey and Lambeth in
London and took part in
various campaigns from the
Repeal the PTA campaign,
to campaigns for Travellers'
rights. We also took up a
number of cases of
discrimination against Irish
workers and continued to
challenge anti-Irish racism
in the media.

‘We have a full programme for the rest of
1991 which marks the 75th anniversary of
the 1916 Rising, the 10th anniversary of the
Hunger Strikes and of the forming of the
IBRG. Many of the issues taken up by the
IBRG years ago are now part of the
political agenda of the Irish community in
Britain: the repeal of the PTA, the release
of the framed prisoners, the fight against
anti-Irish racism, recognition and funding
for Irish community initiatives and
recognition of our language and culture,
British withdrawal from Ireland and Irish
government action to stop emigration. A

Want to find out more about the
IBRG or to join the Group?
See Back Page
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t- Eiri Amach
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(Gael Londain

Té sé soiléir 6 chuid dramai Shakespeare
go raibh an Ghaeilge le chloisint aige i
Londain. Bhi fadhb ionannais ag an
gCaptaen MacMorris: "What ish my
nation?" i Henry V. Le linn ré Eilis bhi nés
ann iallach a chur ar taoisigh Eireannacha
a mic a chur go Sasana chun iad a ghalldd.
Nior éirigh leis an mbeartas sin i gcénai. Ba
dhaltai mar sin iad Aodh Rua 6 Néill agus
Dénal 6 Stilleabhdin Béara cur i gcis.

Mar iad cumhachta na tri riocht bhiodh
Londain ag tarraingt na céadta Albannach,
Breatnach agus Eireannach. Mhéadaigh
an céras sin i 1800 leis an Acht Aontacht
(An Bhreatina Mér agus Eire). Le linn an
Ghorta Mhéir thainig na sluaite daoine
bochta go Londain. Ansin ag d éireadh na
haoise sin bhi an statseirbhis 4 dhaonlatha
agus ba shin é tarraingt mhor eile go
Londain d'Eireannaigh chliste 6ga.

Cuireadh craobh de Chonradh na Gaeilge
ar bun i Londain bliain i ndiadh an
ghluaiseacht a bhund i mBaile Atha Cliath.
Ba Fhinin an Dr Mark Ryan agus é ina
sheanfear i 1893 agus é ar na daoine ar
chuir craobh Londan an Chonartha ar bun.
Uaireanta bhi duine ina bhall den
Chonradh, de na Finini (Bréithreachas
Poblachtach na hEireann) agus de
Chumann Lathchleas Gael. Ba mhar
thoradh léacht a thug an Dr de Hide inar
nocht sé cuspéir chun Ghabhiil na
hEireann a scaoileadh a cuireadh Conradh
na Gaeilge ar bun. Chuir Padraig Mac
Piarais mana costil le sin roimh na
hOglaigh ag uaigh Ui Dhonnabhiin Rossa
mar " Eire, ni amh4in saor ach Gaelach
chomh maith." Nuair a bhris an chéad
chogadh domhanda amach bhi John
Redmond, ceannasai an phartai
Féinrialach, sista bheith ins shiirsint

earcaiochta ar son Arm na Breataine. Ghlac
formhér des na hOglaigh eagraithe i
Londain freisin ach lean an mhérchuid
d'iad sitd ina "n-antoiscigh."

Le deireanas bhi iarracht ag na Sealadaigh
teach an phriomhaire a phléascadh le
moirtéir, ach cuid de shean-traidisiGn ab ea
é sin. Faoi urchar méarbige den mhoirtéir
sin rinne na Finini iarracht Scotland Yard a
phléascadh breis is 6 scér bliain 6 shin. Ba
€ an t-éacht sin a chuir tas leis an Roinn
Speisialta toisc nach raibh na gnath-
bhleachtairi cleachtaithe leis a leithéid de
ghné.

Ba é Michéal O Coiledin duine de na
statseirbhisigh 6ga a thiinig go Londain.
Nios deanai ceapadh é mar chisteoir an
Bhriithreachais le haghaidh Dheisceart
Shasana (Londain san 4ireamh). Bhiodh
mana ag an Bhriithreachais gurbh ionann
deacracht Shasana agus deis na hEireann
agus mar sin bhi sé socraithe acu nach ligfi
d éireadh leis an gCogadh Mér gan iarracht
saoirse na h Eireann a bhaint amach. Bhia
fhios ag an gCoiledineach nach mbeadh sé
ré6-fhada go mbeadh an iarracht sin ar sidi
agus mar sin chuaigh sé go Baile Athz
Cliath i mi Eaniir, 1916. San am céanna
chuaigh a lin Oglach 6n mBreatain Maér
agus dream Londan ina measc go Baile
Atha Cliath agus bhi campa ac: i
gCinnmhuighe.

Bhi an sloinne O Connor ag duine de na
hOglaigh sin a maraiodh sa troid. Thug na

Seaicini "Cockney" né "Gorblimey" air. Is

décha gurbh iad na hOglaigh
Chinnmhuighe sin go mérmhér a spreag
an line sin san amhran néisiGnta: " Buion
dar slua thar toinn do rdinig chugainn. "

Ba é Joseph Mary Plunkett an sinitheoir
deireannach d'Fhégra na Poblachta.
Ceapadh Michéal O Coiledin mar aide-de-
campe dé. Limhadh an Pluincéadach
chomh maith leis na sinitheoiri eile agus
daoine eile nach iad. Phés sé i bpriostin
cuid uaire roimh a  bhisa.
Imtheorannaiodh an Coiledineach i
bhFrongoch agus ansin cuireadh i
bpriostin é. Rinne sé sir-obair i gCogadh
na Saoirse. Ina dhiadh an sos cogaidh bhi
sé ina cheannasai ar thaobh an tSaorstit.
Maraiodh é i gCogadh na gCarad i 1922.

Nuair a bhi na daoine tri chéile fés le
dinmhara na sinitheoiri cuireadh seé-triail
ar bun san "Old Bailey" agus crochadh
Ruairi Mac Easmuinn i bPriosdin
Pentonville. Idir a eachtrai sa Chong6, sa
Bhrasiil, sna Stiit agus sa Ghearmiin, bhi
sé ina bhall de Chonradh na Gaeilge,
Londain.

Duine eile 6 Londain a bhi sa cheann-
cheathrd in Oifig an Phoist ab ea Deasin
Mac Gearailt. Tégadh i Londain & agus i
gCogadh na Saoirse bhi clram
bolscaireacht aige. Bhi an gné sin an-
éifeachtach aige gi go raibh cinsireacht
dhocht i bhfeidhm. Thall i Sasana bhi
gluaiseacht " The Irish Self-Determination
League" ann ag cuidia leis. Bhi Art O
Bhriain ina uachtarin agus i slite bhi an
conradh cosiil leis an IBRG. Ni ba dhéanai
bhi Deastin ina aire rialtais den Saorstat.

Ar feadh tamaill bhi Mabel McConnell mar
ranai G. B. Shaw. Bhi iarracht aici spiorad
Eireannach agus Gaelach a bhrd air, ach ni
raibh suim aige i dteanga " that nobody in
the world understands". Phés Deastn i
agus chuaigh siad go Ciarrai chun snas a
chur ar a gcuid Gaeilge. Thiinig meath
mor ar a sliocht 6 shin. Is € an t-iolrachas a
bhunt in Eirinn an phriomhaidhm ag a
mac, Geardid, an t-Eireannach is gile le
Bean an Tuiodéra. Is iolrachas dochreidte
é agus Béarléiri Caitlicheacha,
Protastinacha agus Aindiachaithe san
direamh ach gan cearta teanga ag lucht na
Gaeilge. I gcomhri le duine 6n mBBC le
déanai duairt an Gearailteach gurbh é an
polasai ab ansa leis mar Thaoiseach an
stiitin Sé Chontae a dhaighnia (to prevent
it being destabilised)!

Bhi tionchar mér ag Gaeil Londain ar
athbheochaint agus fas na scribhneoireacht
Gaeilge, ach sin scéal eile. Mar sin féin ni
ceart gan tagairt a dhéanamh d'adar
amhiin, Padraig O Conaire. Chaith sé cuid
blianta sa stitseirbhis agus Chonradh i
Londain. Muna raibh sé piirteach san Eiri
Amach scriobh sé leabhar gearrscéalta ina

thaobh: " Seacht mbua an Eiri Amach". T4
sé i gclé f6s measaim.
N4
Pédraig O Conchiir SO
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We Are
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Jim Corbett

We are the living and the breathing

We are you and your grieving

‘We are your son and your daughter

We are what you fought for

We are fathers and mothers that left our shore
We are the cockney kid knocking at your door
We are the geese blown far and wild

We are your child that had a child

We are the swans that sing so sweet

We are your spirit that won't be beat

We are you when you cried and cried

We are Irish and full of pride

We are all those that left our shore

We are the cockney child knocking at your door



West Belfast
Danny Morrison (£5.95) Mercier Press

West Belfast is Danny Morrison's first
novel. Born and brought up in the area, he
gives us an insider's view of a community
that has faced oppression and
discrimination and yet has managed to
retain its spirit and identity. The story
begins in 1963 and takes us through the
lives of two working class young people,
John O'Neill and Angela McCann, as they
grow up in Belfast.

John leaves school at 16 years and
eventually finds work in an engineering
firm. He is daily harassed by one of the
other workers, a Loyalist, and as events at
work come to a head so do events on the
street, as the Loyalists threaten the Catholic
community during the October 1964
election. John becomes active in the
defence of the Divis Street Sinn Féin
headquarters. Morrison graphically
describes the near riot as the RUC break
into the HQ and seize the tricolour. It is
certainly in these scenes that the book
comes alive as Morrison slowly builds up a
picture of the growing harassment of the
nationalist community and their
determination to fight back;.

" In the past few days be bad learnt more
about the bistory of the Nationalists since
Dartition, than in all the other years. He
thought about what partition bad done to
them. They had turned in on themselves,
attacked their own nationalism as
obsolete, as a liability. They accepted
defeat. "

Through John's character Morrison
analyses the reasons, both historical and
political, as to why young Irish people join
the Republican movement.

Unfortunately this book is essentially
flawed by the crude stereotypes of the
women characters. Whilst John is shown to

be sensitive, loyal and a 'good man',
Angela is portrayed as devious, shallow
and transparent. The only approved role
for Irish women in the novel is that of
Catholic mother, such as Catherine O'
Neill, John's mother, who believed 'in
doing as much for ber children as
possible.. they were entitled to be not quite
spoiled but certainly served well, to be able
when they were older to look back at a
bappy childbood and to be inclined to
perform the same function for their oun
family. ' Angela is the exact opposite. She
rebels against the trainee mother role laid
down by her family and crosses the line
between good girl and bad girl. Her
relationship with John is her only chance
of redemption. As Morrison comments
about her aunt:

"She bad been rebellious and shameless.
But time bad worked it out of ber system
and she bad eventually settled down, so
there was no reason why Angela couldn't
do the same. :

Angela comes to her senses, throws up
boring John and heads to England for
some fun. Unfortunately, in this essentially
Catholic morality tale, Angela is forced to
come home, is reconciled to family life and
repents her sins, visiting John in Long Kesh
where he is a prisoner.

Reading this book made me feel very
angry because of the way in which the
author has ignored the crucial role that
Irish women have played in the Nationalist
struggle from Ann Devlin to Mairéad
Farrell - all those women who have been
ignored and marginalised in history books
and novels such as this. Perhaps this book
should be renamed West Belfast Men and
if the reader wants to read about the real
world for women and not the Mills and
Boon fantasy portrayed in this book, they
should read Peggy Deery, by Nell
McCafferty. Better still, buy Danny a copy

with love from the women of Ireland. A

Charlotte Despard
Margaret Mulvihill (£7.95) Pandora Press

Charlotte Despard is one of a series
published by Pandora Press celebrating
the lives of women who were involved in
the Irish struggle throughout the 19th and
20th centuries.

In common with other women of this
period of Irish politics such as Eva Gore-
Booth and Constance Markievicz, Charlotte
was born into the aristocracy. The first half
of her life was a comfortable one with
marriage, travel and the writing of novels.
Her husband's death acted as a catalyst
from enforced solitude; she threw herself

into working and living in Battersea with
the Irish poor. No Lady Bountiful,
Charlotte recognised the harsh poverty
derived from the position of these people
in the sweated industries. She set up a mini
welfare state with free medical care, youth
clubs and cheap food. It is hardly
surprising that living and working with the
poor, Charlotte became a socialist. This led
naturally to her involvement in one of the
major issues of that period: the suffragette
cause. Charlotte joined the Women's Social
and Political Union, becoming joint
honorary secretary. At the age of 63 years
Charlotte went out campaigning for the
vote and spent her first period in jail.

Charlotte has many links with Ireland: her
forbears were Irish, her late husband was
Anglo-Irish and in 1917 she helped Irish
political prisoners Maud Gonne and
Countess Markievicz. Ironically, at the
same time, Charlotte's brother was Viceroy
of Ireland, imprisoning the very people
she was involved with and generally
carrying out British policy, i.e. repressing
any nationalist organisations. This did not
stop Charlotte and in 1921 she moved to
Ireland permanently to take up the
struggle there.

Ireland at this time was in the middle of a
Civil War between the pro and anti-Treaty
forces. Charlotte, now in her eighties, tried
with no luck to get an amnesty. As
president of the Women's Prisoners '
Defence League, she tried to improve the
conditions of prisoners and to find out
information for their families. Living now
with Maud Gonne, she provided a refuge
for ex-prisoners, men on the run and
Cumann na mBan. When Maud Gonne
was imprisoned, Charlotte went on hunger
strike outside the prison until Maud was
released.

In the thirties Charlotte was involved with
the Workers' Party of Ireland, gave support
to the National Union of Unemployed
Workers in England and visited Russia. In
1934 Charlotte moved to Belfast to take
part in the Belfast Unemployed Workers
Movement, despite being blind and almost
crippled with arthritis. Charlotte died in the
North in 1939, but it was in Glasnevin
Cemetery in dublin, near Constance
Markievicz that she was finally laid to rest.

Charlotte's life is a testimony to the
important role that many women have
played in politics generally and Irish
politics in particular. This book, like the
subject, is intensely interesting and is
enjoyable to read. A

Bernadette Hyland
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In the last couple
of years many
books by Irish
writers on all
aspects of Ireland
have been
published.

Books

Bernadette Hyland
lists her personal favourites, (not in order of
preference but alphabetical by author) ¥

1. The Politics of James Connolly
Kieran Allen Pluto Press (£9.95)

Desmond Greaves produced the definitive work on
James Connolly and it will be hard to beat his high
standards but Kieran Allen has written a fresh and
controversial study of the great man.

2. The Journey Home
Dermot Bolger Viking (£13.99)

A good book for the year of the 75th anniversary of
the Easter Rising. It is the story of the urban poor in
the Ireland of the 90's, of political corruption,
violence and murder and of the search for a home by
the youth of Ireland. a shocking but realistic portrayal
of the lives of the dispossessed of Dublin.

3. The Hollow Ball
Sam Hanna Bell Blackstaff Press (£4.95)

Bell wrote the novel December Bride which is now
a successful film and this book returns to his study of
the Protestant working class community in Ireland.
Belfast in the 1930's is his subject and he traces the
lives of two friends and how they seek escape from
poverty, one through radical politics and the other by
becoming a footballer. Bell skillfully reveals the price
that many working class people pay in order to
escape unemployment and despair.

4. These Obstreperous Lassies
Mary Jones Gill & McMillan (£12.95)

The history of the Irish Women's Worker's Union
which was formed in 1911 to fight for the rights of
working class women and includes the story of
women such as Helena Moloney who were active in
the 1916 Rising and who saw the importance of
linking the issue of equal rights for women with the
national question. A heavy going but stimulating
study of women's politics in Ireland from 1911 to

1984.

5. The Fading Shrine
Moy McCrory Jonathan Cape(£12.95)

This is Moy's third book and first novel. I am a
McCrory fan but was a bit disappointed by this book ,
maybe because the story of nuns of a past era
reminds me too much of my own bad experience of
going to a convent school. It is a thought- provoking
book with an imaginative story that grows on you.

6. Amongst Women
John McGahern Faber & Faber (£12.99)
McGahern has ruffled many feathers in Ireland in the
past because of the controversial nature of his novels.
This one has produced much critical acclaim on both
sides of the water. Another book that looks at the
legacy of the War of Independence, this time
concentrating on the life of Moran, an old Republican.
It is the study of a man who was a guerilla leader and
how he comes to terms with the 'peac'e and his peace
of mind. Beautifully written and deserving of the
publicity it has received.

7. Models for Movers

Ide O' Carroll Attic Press  (£6.99)

Ide is an emigrant herself - to the USA - and in this
book tells the story of the hundreds of thousands of
Irish women who have gone to North America.
Included are many different but poignant stories of

these women who undertook a hazardous journey to
freedom, both politically and socially. The only
criticism I have is that Ide is very uncritical of
America, but otherwise this is a fascinating book.

8. Through Connemara ina
Governess Cart

E. Somerville and V.M. Ross Virago (§4.99)
First published in 1893, this is a hilarious account of
the women's travels in Connemara. Virago have
reproduced in the book the cousins' sketches of the
various places and people they met up with. A good
book to take on holiday to the West of Ireland.

9. Maude Gonne: Ireland's Joan of Arc
Margaret Ward
Pandora (£8.99)

Yet another book about Maud Gonne well worth 2
read. Margaret has produced a very detailed study
not only of the woman but of the politics of the
period. This is one of a series by Pandora on Irish
women, others worth looking at are Eva Gore-Booth
and Esther Roper by Gifford Lewis and Charlotte
Despard by Margaret Mulvihill.

10. My cousin Justin
Margaret Barrington
Blackstaff Press (£4.95)

First published in 1939, this is the story of the lives of
young people caught up in the Irish Civil War and the
way in which war affects people's minds long after
their physical injuries are healed. A very thought-
provoking book and one which made me search out
some of her other books. Let's hope Blackstaff

reproduce more of her writings. A

Letters
A Chara

Letters

Letters

Letters

Letters

I have to reply to the article by Virginia Moyles in An Pobal Eirithe entitled *The
Catholic Church". The article indicates that the Irish people have been prevented
from reaching their full potential by their religion, or should I say the teachings of
their priests. If that were true, non-Christian countries, uninhibited by any
religion, should now have standards of living beyond all expectations and should
be experiencing a life-style free from oppression, exploitation et al. Alas, not so:
these countries are faced with economic chaos, the consequences of years of
godless materialism. Eastern Europe having ermerged from the dark age of
communist rule and an oppressive tyranny greater than Dante could ever imagine
for his "Inferno", have now to contend with grave economic and financial
problems and are slowly returning to the Christian religion which formerly
formed part of their tradition. Instead of answering seriatim the points raised in
the article against Catholic dogma, | make the following points:-

a) God created a wonderful world and gave us ten commandments to obey. We
must love God and love our neighbour, no more, no less.

b) Alas, problems and suffering are in the world. The question is, are these
caused by God, by the behaviour of man or by forces of evil?

©) We must not meekly accept poverty or oppression, we are commanded to
'subdue the earth' and that is what life is about.

d) Oppression of the poor and defrauding a labourer of his just wage are two of
the deadly sins which cry to Heaven for justice. Irish history bears witness to our
people's long fight against these degenerate practices.

e) Irish liberation does not mean trusting our individual thinking and acting
accordingly. There must be a concensus in order to decide policy - the converse is
anarchy.

f) Catholicism is a religion, not a supermarket where one can accept or reject as
one considers appropriate.

g) Children must have guidelines, not a free rein, otherwise they will not know
wrong from right, where to start or where to stop.

Finally, it is my experience that non-practising Catholics appear to have a guilt
complex in that they are unable to totally abandon their religion. In some strange
way they appear to be reluctant to say "good bye" or throw away the map - just

in case! Long may it be so; alas, where would they go? A
M. E. Cahill
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A SUSPECTED TERRORIST WAS SHOT DEAD LAST NIGHT AS HE CRASHED THROUGH AN RUC AND ARMY
CHECKPOINT. SECURITY FORCES SAY HE IGNORED WARNINGS TO STOP AND OPENED FIRE ON THEM. THE
WEAPON HAS NOT AS YET BEEN FOUND.

Irish Prisoners' Bookclub
c/o Green Ink Bookshop
8 Archway Mall
London N19

Tel: (071) 263 4748 A

The Irish Prisoners' Bookclub was set up recently to
provide educational materials and books for Irish
prisoners in jail in Britain and Northern Ireland. All a
prisoner has to do is to write to the Bookclub at the
above address, giving details of the book/s s/he wants.

The Bookclub depends on donations and money raised
at benefits in order to be able to offer this service to
prisoners. Catributions from readers of An Pobal
Eirithe would be very welcome. We would also welcome
any help with fundraising. Conatct us at the above
address. All cheques/postal orders payable to Irish
Prisoners' Bookclub. ¥




Irish in Britain Representation
Group

Cumann Ionadaiochta na n - Eireannach
sa Bbreatain

WHAT WE STAND FOR

E qual rights for the Irish in Britain Seasann muid ar son ceantanna ar chothrom do na Gacel sa

v
Anendto all racism including anti-Irish racism
v
Equal rights for Irish women, lesbians, gay men and Travellers
v
Anend 1o the racist PTA laws
v
I reedom for all framed prisoners
v
An end (o censorship, propaganda and-anti-Irish racism in the
media
\4 :
Recognition for the Irish as an ethnic minority

v

Crioch le ciniochas, frith-Eireannachas san dircamh
\4
Ceartanna ar chothrom do'mhnd, leispiacha, homaighnéasacha
agus don luchu sidi
v
Crioch le dlithe cosuil leis an 'PTA' cinioch
\4
Saoirse do na cimi frimala uilig
\4
Crioch le cinsireacht, bolscaireacht agus ciniochas frith-Eireannach
ins na medin chumarsiide
\4

The vote in Ireland for the Irish in Britain Aitheantas ar na Gael mar mhionlach eitncach

\4
Guth i dioghchdin na hfiireann do na Gacl sa Bhreatain
\4
Aontacht agus féinrialias in Eircann, agus crioch le cur isteach
impiritlach na Breataine
v
Crioch le ide na Breataine ar chearta daonna i dluaisceart na
hEircann
v
Aistria do chimi Eireannacha go priosdin sa mbaile in aice lena
geuid muintir
\4
An Ghaeilge agus cultir Gaelach a chothrd sa Bhreatain

- \4
I rish unity and self-determination and the ending of British
imperial interference in - Ireland
v
An end to British Human Rights abuses in the North of Ireland
\4
The transfer of Irish prisoners home to serve their sentences near
their families
\4
The promotion of Irish culture and language in Britain

[ = o o o o o et i e e

IBRG Membership Application Form

I Please return to Lambeth IBRG, 245 a Coldharbour Lane, London SW9 8RR Tel: (071) 326 4740

| would like more information about the IBRG O
| would like to subscribe to the IBRG magazine An Pobal Eirithe (]
Ilwould like to join the IBRG and enclose the appropriate fee: £1unwaged [ £5waged O
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