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COVER ILLUSTRATION: The Brian Boru Harp, 14th Century, which
18 preserved in Trinity College Dublin. This harp is the oldest
surwying specimen of the native instrument, and 7s, besides, one ﬂi

of the few musical instruments which have survived more or lLess
intact from medieval Europe. It was restrung some years ago with
metal strings, and sounded in the old Irish manner with long
erooked naitls. The sound seemingly , was extraordinarily sweet and
clear, with a quality which was somewhat bell-1like but with an
added richness akin to that of the guitar. Unfortunately, there
are no examples of the music played upon it.

S

The distinguishing feature of the Irish harp
was it's robust construction. The sound box was hollowed from
a solid block of sally or willow: the fore-pillar was sturdy, curving
outwards. The neck was deep and heavy and bound on either side
with a metal band. The strings were made of thick brass and carried
by metal pins on the left-hand side of the neck, the other ends
being twisted around wooden pegs inside the sound bozx.

¢C£a4abeach" which 48 the modenn team fon the A
instrument, is found in 14zh Centuny vernse, while "cruit" was
the early wonduAed to descrnibe this sort of instrument. The name
'crudlt' was applied to sitringed instruments Long before any kind
of harnp was known in North-westean Europe, and Lt was applied to
the Ainstrument which emerged around the 12th Century as the
distincetively Irish hanp. In Scotland, whenre the two names were
also in use, 'clairnseach' signified a harp strung with wire, and
'crudl' signified a hanp strung with gut on hain. In Treland it
seems that both wonrds wre internchangeable 50 that the word used
An modern times does not indicate a development or change Lin

the instrument.

The harperwas Ztreated with respect and grace
in Gaelic Ireland and this 4s evidenced by the entries in the
native annals of the deaths of some harpens. Giraldus Cambrensis,
who came with the Ainvasion o4 the Normans, descrnibes Ain his
TOPOGRAPHIA HIBERNIAE of 1183 and 1185, that he found nothing
about the Ainhabitants to praise except theirn skALEL on musical
instruments. He descrnibed the music as quick and articulate and
at the same Lime sweeft and pleasing. He was amazied at Zhe "
perngection with which the rhythm was maintained during passages of
0f the most nrapid fingework, and at the way Ain which the melody
was preserved throughout the most complicated rhythm.

1t 48 onky Ztowanrds zthe end of the 18th Century,
when the harp was on the venrge of extinction, that there is an
account of the Lives of any harpens, By then they had degenerated
into Ltenerant musicians with a nreperntoire forn the most part
composed of golk ains, planxties and other compositions of
Carnolan. 0nly one harper played at the Belfast Festival 4in 1792
in the Zraditional mannen with Long crooked gingernaills on strings
of brass.Edward Bunting's "Ancient Music of ITreland" (1796),
'"Ancient Music of ITreland' (1809) and "Ancient Musdic of Ireland"
(1840) (Republished in one volume, Dublin, 1969), containing his
own observations and the memoins of one harpen, are the only
pieces o0 hnowzedge we possess about the Last of the Irish harpens.

Next installment on Irish musical instruments will gollow next
month. Happy harping. :
(Details taken from 'Folk Dances and Music Of Ireland' by

Brendan Breathnach, Mercier Press.)



NEWS, . L1 INFORMATION..CLASSES..;RICEILIS;RZECOURSES{;REVIEWSJ;{{

L.ONDON IRISH WOMEN'S CENTRE MAILING

ince our last mailing in February, Irlsh women's groups from all over
ondon held a variety of events for Irish women during the week around
International Women's Day....this included films, exhibitions, confer-
ences, ceilis etc (see photo of Macalla inside). We helped‘organise the
funding, transport, publlclty and co-ordination of theseevents. A full
report of all the GLC funded activities for Internatlonal Women's Day
should be available soon. ;

The work on the building in Stoke Newington Church St has not yet gone
out to tender because of unforseen delays in getting the electrics and
gas supplies connected and because of the strlngent legal conditions
attached to the GLC grantgnﬁalls writing for written approvals from
various GLC departments at every - stage of the work. Thls is unavoidable
but we still hope to have the work completed by the end of the summer.

We have applied for a community Arts Grant to fund an Arts seetion and -

worker in the centre. Our dancing, music and history classes are continui

so come along and bring your friends. We are currently working on a commun

community radie project, investigating the possibility of sharing air-

'spece5in ‘the near future with other ethnic-minority_groUps in London.

Our chlldworker, Imelda, is organising play activities for Irish children
in th e summerand possibly a hoj;iday (for details see 1ns1de)

Many women have suggested to us that thls newsletter be used to have
ongoing dlscu531ons between Irish women about issues affecting us eg anti-
Irish raﬁlsm, sexism inside and outside the Irish COmmunityhere:‘the war
in_the'ﬂOrth: the PTA: the meritd and progress of various campaigns here
and in Ireland: the pfoblems Irish children face growing up over here: the
relationship between lst and 2nd generation Irish women etc;Please write
in and expfess your views on these or any other issue for the next mailing
to start things off we've included an interesting artivle by Leonérd
Liggio called "English Origins of American Racism'". Don?t forget to send i
your own contributions(or previously published articles) for the next
mailing by the end of May.

- |
N.B.re report on the G.L.C. women's committee electionin mailing.

Lhe nzxt election onto the G.L.C. women's committee will be in MayLJUne;

a definate date has notyet been set by the 6.L.C. so please ring the
Londen Irish Women's centre for extact date and venue nearer the t me.
Itis verylimportant that as many women as possible come to the meeiing

with Spare Rib on the 15th May at 7.30 at A woman's Place to discugs S.R.'

- anti«Irish racism and to Suggest ways forward. (£ee report of last meeting
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DATES LAsP. . EVENTS ., MEETINGS...'.EVENTS..'.'. CLASSES...'

Monday 29th April! Irish Women's Music class at Caxton House 6,30 '
Thursday 2nd May Women in Irish Histmry Highbury Roundhouse 7,30}
AND Irish women's dancing class (Whittington)

Friday 3rd May . Protest in support of Jackie Berkcley in Mancheﬁmﬁ
For more details see news item im Mailing. .

Monday 6th ; Irish women's music class

Thursday 9th Women in Irish History class 7.30 pm
Irish Women's Commission meet at 90 Cromer St N1
nearest tube Kings Cross. For minutes of last meeting
see mailing. ~

Irish Women's Dancing classs

‘Saturday 11th May: May mobilisation in Birmingham'to commemorate the
death of the hunger strikers. For more information contact §
11th May: Commlttee, c/o The Peace Centre, 18 Moor St
Ringway, Birmingham 4 (021) 477 5062 or 354 4852,

MondaylSth Irish music class

o

wedﬁeéde§”15th'Mdy Meeting with the Spare Rib coilective at A Women's
: Place, -Hungerford House, Victoria Embankment, WC2
at 7.30. All Irish Women are welcome to this meetlng to
discuss how Spare Rib can improve on coverage of|Irish
affalrs. See malllng for further details.

. Thmnsday'16thf Women in Irish Hlstory and Irish CDancing class;

Monday‘ 20th Irish women's music class : 90

Wednesday 22nd Irish Women's Abortion Support Group 7.30 Cromer St Ni
‘Thursday 24th = Women in Irish History and Dancing Cla 1Sses ‘ (
Monday 27th’  Irish Music class

Wednegday 29th Follow up meeting about the meeting withSpare Rib
f at 52/54 Featherstone St EC1 (01d St Tube) at 7.30 pm.
»é Reasonable ‘disabled access. Tailet on first floor but
1ift up.

Monday 3rd June Irish women's misic class

Thursday6th June Women in Irish Histéry and Dancing classes.
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IRISH Ieshians are .the latest
minority group to benefit from a
grant by Islington Council,

The London Irish Women's Cenbre
Group was set up in 1980 to * counter
the discrimination which Irish women
living in London suffer as a zesult of
their nationality and sex.”

The group’s newsletter, which has
been on dis}g ay to the public at Isling-
ton Town Hall, says Irish lesbians are
a ' particularly disadvantaged group™
who came to England to *escape Con-
.;ezt}.'ntl_ye attitudes ang repressive legis-
ation.

. Mr David Hyams, fleader of the
Labour-controlled council’s Social Demo-
cratic opposition, is sending details of
the £3000 grany. to the Government

vooo ToE Besr OF BRiTsi JouRNALISH.

committee set up this month to investi- agreed to meet an Islington Councl

gate local government abuses. delegation after threats to camp out on
He said: “ First, there was the grant  his frontlawn, ;

to buy gyvm mats for lesbian self-defence Councillor Chris Calnan, chairman

courses. Then we had the cenference to of the housing committece, had

discuss wemen-only graveyvards. Now the threatened to take 1000 tenants to lay

headbangers are handing over rate- slege to My Gow's home unless he

payers’ cashy to help Irish lesbians, agreed to a meeting on housing cuts,
Councillor Calnan said: "1 am
- Homeless pleased that the Minister has seen sense

“No wonder the Government has  @nd agreed to meef us.
dscided to use the law to stop lunatic - * We shall be telling Mr Gow aboub
spending by councils like Islington.” the disastrous consequences for the

The ~ lesbian group has already  homeless and badly housed of the
received more than £60,000 from the Savage cuts in housing spending thab
GLC. The Islington grant is intended  he has imposed on us. :
to buy games and equipment for a % We hope to persuade him to come
creche in Hackney atd books on Irish  to Islington and see for himself the
history., consequences of the actions of his

HOUSING Minister Mr Ian Gow has  Government.”

Unfortunately this anti Irish, anti{leébian and inaccurate report was
not only taken up by other Tory English papers but was copied by the Irish
press without any verification of the facts or consultation with our

_group.

‘In factthe London Irish Women's Centre is open to all Irish women

(not just lesbians) We have received gra
from Ha%pey and Islington Councils
toward setting up a creche and a library
in:the centre and for the purchase
of ‘knitting machines, for the use of all
Irish women, (not just heterosexuals)....




Support Jackie Berkeleéyeeeeooosooosoocooses

On Friday 11th March Jackie Berkeley, a twenty-one year old black
women, wés found guilty of charges of making a false complaint of r
and therefore wésting police time, obstruction and assualting three
police officers, and criminal damage to a police woman's shirt.
These charges arose out of events on Thursday 19th April, 1984 when
she was racially abused, stripped naked and raped by police officers
in Moss Side police station that night.

Her trial which began on February 25th 1985, and lasted fouteen days,
revealed a massive police cover-up. Police of all ranks lied,c ontradict
oné another and at no time was there an agreement between them as to anj
of the details of what happened in Moss Side police station. q
Expert, professional and circumstatial evidence was brought which confi
Jackies allegations. :

The Stipendiary Magistrate, Glynmoor Jones, discarded all evidence and
rubber stamped the prosecution's case;.Jackie was found guilty of all
charges except criminal damage to a police van.

On Friday 3rd May there is going tobe a march in support of Jackie Ber
Berkeley. This is to takeatl2 noon; We will be assembling at Whitworth
Park on the corner of Moss Lane and Oxford Road.The March will then

go to Moss Side police station, onto the The police authority which is
meeting at the county hall and on past the Manchester Evening News.

If there are enough Irish women who would like to go to the demonstratio
we could take the minibus up. If you want to reserve a seat please co g
the L.I,W;C? on 609 8916 on or before Wednesdaylst April.

Dancing, Music, History, Dancing, Music, History, Dancing, Music, History

Classes are held each week at the following venues,
"Mondayevening Flute and tin whistle for absolute beginners and for

intérmediates. Caxton~HouSe,‘St Johns Way , N.19 This venue is fully

accessable and has a creche. 6.30-8,.30.
Thursday evenings Women and Irish History class. This takes place at the
Roundhouse, Ronalds Road, N.5. 7.30-9.30. There are two steps leading

up to the front'door. Creche avaiable.
Thursday evenings Ceili dancing classes at the Whittington Pk. Community

centre. Absolute beginners are very welcome at these classes. A creche
is available.
For more information about these classes ring L.I.W.C. 609 8916.



Policy for borrowing the minibus.

Below is the policy of the L.I.W.C. for lending out the minibus.
. The pclicy was arrived at through consultation with our insurers

and Hacknéy Community Transpdrt.

1.Two weeks nqtice has to be given to L.I.WC. before the van is requirec
2. All drivers have to be over 21 yrs. with a clean license.

3 All drivers have to come tc L.I.W. C to complete the necessary
insurance form

4, User groups are responsible for the flrst £=O .in any accident.

5. No more then 13 passengers are to be taken in the minibus at

any time.| If there are more then 13 the insurance becdmes invalid.
6.The cost of the hire of the minibus is 28p a'mile..Th%s is inclusive
of‘petrol%The minibus will’be full when groups cocllect i%.

Tarelhne m;hibus is to be collected during work hours.

8. ihe mﬂnibus-is to be returned clean and tidy. ;

(S E o) oréer to satisfy our insurers, all drivers have to undergo a
short test.

Priortizéng Users.

Pricrity will be given to‘Ifiéh Women's organisations, woﬁen's sections
organisations, Organisations working with Irish cﬁildren,
~black and ethnic minority women's groups, groups with women|\with .
disabilities. The minibus haé;a_good wheel chair 1lift and wﬂll have

. an crange badge.-and%parking ~disc. However if the badge is misused thern
the gr p responsilbe for the minibus will have to pay the fine.

The minibus cannot be leant out for personal use. However we might be ab
to put /you intouch with another group who might lend minibuses out for

this pRrpose.

If yoy dc wish - to hire the minibus pleése get intouch with RTe Brid.or
Imeldg on 609.- 8916. !




Groups and Information.

The Dublin lesbian and gay Collective are compiling a book on lesbiank’
and gay men men in Ireland- Oppressions and Lifestyles. A
The collective are desparate for funds. The estimated cost of producf
is, £4,000. To raise the meney the group has undertaken a sonsorship
campign among groups, orgarlsatlons and commercial enterprises who woul
like to support the publication of the bcok. The book is due to be
published in August 1985 so the group need to be contacted as soon as &
p0551b1e at WOMEN'S CCMMUNITY PRESS.
48 FLEET 87,
DUBLIN 2.
Phcone Dublin 714749.
The bcok will be distributed throughout Irelana and Britain.
Advertlsing rates are: Full page £250. i
‘ ‘ Half page £15C.
Quarter page £80
Eighth page £45. ‘
A limited number are available.  or just send a donation , contact the
group via the above address. All donations will be gratefully recelved(
acknowledgea in the publication.
Fundraising done by groups will alsc be acknowledgea. The lecsbian and g-
ccllective are also interested in receiving articles from lesbians who
have had to leave Ireland.

|
\ {
Shcuting Cur Mcuthe Off- Writings by Working Class Women.
If any wcmen are interested in participating in a variety of events
to do with working class women's writing they can contact the grcup by
writing to Linda Bean, 60 Quantock House, Stamford Hill Estate,
London N.16 cr phone Linda on 806 70896 or SaNdra on 876 5145.
Also
Common Tread Writings for and by working class women, are holding an
open meeting for working class women only. Creche prov1dedl fares pcol.
signers/note takers available, fully accessable.
Saturday 27th April 1.00-5.CC
Hampden Communlty centre, Ossulton St. N.W.1l or con ‘act Lihda on the(Pt

address.

The besk "Our Bodies Curselves'" is being revised. The ecitcrs are keen
to include articles con issues relating toc women in Ireland. They are
particalarly interested in information on the strip search cmmpaign.

If anyone would like more information they acan get intouch|with Jill
Rakush, 1 Richmcnd Rcad, Uplands, Swansea, West Glamorgan. Te¢el C792 411¢
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The following is a list of LP's released by Irish women

on their own. The vast majority of them are of'traditional

Irish music. Christine Prémrose is a Sccttish woman and her LP

is in Scots Gaelic. All of these are available from KAY'S MUSIC

161 Arlington Road, NW1 Tel. 485-488C. Also by mail order

5

é' Instrumertal:
‘% Liz Carrolless+-«+++++'A Friend Indeed' -(fiddle)
i Kathleen Collins - 1Traditional Music of Irelard’
§ Kathleen Collins  'With James Mahon- Violin, &Piano! :
é Mary Bergin ' Feaddga Stain! (Einwhistle)
; Rose Murphy !'The Milltown Lass' (?iddle & Accordions
Geraldine»O' Grady 'My Dark Rosaleen'
zip (The Coulin and Cthier Irish. Classic Irish Airs!

_ : (flddle)
| Pég McGrath & Josephine Keegan - 'Cherish the Ladies' (fiddle and
' 0 flute)
# Macalla 'Mna na hEireann' (an Irish Women's Ceili Band)

i 5 ; (mixture of songs & music)

Songs -
Margaret Barry 'Street Singer!

'Méire‘Aihe Ni Dh0nnchadha ‘'Deora Aille'

Mairead Ni Dhomhnaill LP OF Sonis
| Triona Ni Dhémhnaill 'Trfona’.
i Dolores Keane 'There Was a Maid!
5  Caitlin Maude 'Caitlin'

Sarsh and Rita Keaue
Nofrin N{ Riain
Mary Black
‘Mary Black
Maire Ni Scélai’
Geraldine O Gradj
Maura O Connell

Chrigtine Primrose

- Songs’
{Aite mo Ghaoil!

‘Once I Loved!'
1Séin Aililiu’
'Colléctions'
'Mary Black!
'Songs'

sSongs
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GLC WOMEN'S COMMITTEE.

On June 16th,'84,at an open election for the women of London,

an Irish woman, Sabina Sharkey, wasvoted onto the Women's Committee

as one of the Black and Ethnic Minority Cooptees.

This was the first time that an Irish woman was elected,anda we welcomed

this representation as a positive step for Irish women.

It has been of{great beneflt: tolus:throughout the year to have,an Irish
voice on Commitﬁee, both in terms of policy making,and of resources.

We alsowere delighted with the opportuhity to have an Irish representat
work closely with the other Black and Ethnic Minority cooptees, ana we
feel that the cooperation, support and alliances that have dcveloped as

result of this work are of particular importance.

We recognise that it is vital to retain a voice on committee and’ to
continue the work. The Black and Ethnic Minority presence on the womens
committee will continue to implement positive changes, and we as Irish

women want to contribute to and work for those changes,and to continue

challenging where necessary.

The next elections onto the Women's Committee will be held in

at
We are nominating Sabina Sharkey for re-election, and it is important

C' that as many Irish wcmen as possible come. along and vote for her to

ensure continued repregentation.

(London Irish Women's Centre.)

JOBS AND_TRAINING Hackney Council are now looking for local. women as

well as men aged between 16 and 171/2 to jocin one of their 3 apprentice-
ship schemes - electrical, Heating and Ventilation and Motoe Vehicle
Fitter Apprenticeship. Trainees are paid between £61.60 and £93141,

;- and
depending on the course; age.. If you require more information quote
Ref NJ299 on tel 986-3123 ext 220 (Trevor Norton). Closing date 13th

May .



GATE NOTTING HILL sy
From 11th April ek V4A0 Jayl AN

Cinema of Womeg: Bi:égénts
THE AWARD WINNING FILM o yilgadae Je iladl alidll | H OME LA NDS

Leila and the A Celebration of Two Different
Wolves Struggles.

Theatre Centre Women’s Company
in

oy Helfy Sroge S )})—:"M The first takes place in Crossroads, a squatter caxrrllp on
I the outskirts of Cape Town, South Africa; To the
grol veldratong s rebe”lons they weare authorities Crossroadsisablotonthe 1andsca,pe the

there . th e hidden h istory of A" ab women shacks are tobe flattened and the people removed to
' o 4 : distant areas designated tobe homelands. For three of
] the women Crossroadsishome:— the fourthisan
outsider from England, who can only watch asthe
women stand firm against the dogs, tear gas,
bulldozers and police of a government which even
tries,unsuccessfully, to stop them singing.

The second takes place in a waiting area of Belfast
airport, which istheunlikely setting for Ashante
drum songs, calypso music, bodypopping, reels and
jigs through which four women, from the four corners
ofthe globe, struggle to get onin a comic look at race
relations.

Theatre Centreis one of Britain’s foremost National
Touring Companies. However since its work takes
place mainlyin schools, thisis a rare opportunity to
seethis performance inatheatre setting.

“A spectacular film” — The Guardian

From Gate Notting Hill 17-21 APRIL at 8pm punsi B
87 Notting Hill Gate, W11 -
Thursday Notting Hill Tube 3 'II(';%E DRILL HALL AROTg C%l:g 'g;f
henies Street, WC1 (Box Office:
L1th| 221 0220 / 727 5750 — (Goodge Stre(et Tube)
pri Programmes: 3.45; 5.30; 7.15; 9.0, gn%g N Ev%g,%
A — Bar & Restaurant Access for Peop




A% the last meeting of the LIWC, it was

5 decided to remove the immediate,
emghasis from glecting a new set of officers to service the group, and

-f"l
O
ot
g
)
o]

i
to concentrate instead on what di
take.

1 ~

Womem felt that a series of meset inqa aro&na apecific lssueswould be

‘the commission as a whole should

‘beneficlial. It was agreed thalt the next meeting would focus on the FTA

% B L

and it'g effect en the lives of Irns& women; and that a guest speaker

O

would be fr\-vem. e "

This meeting will take place at Cromer Street Women's Centre on
Thursday 9th May 1985 .at 7.3p p.ms A1l Ir n Women We1bome.
Report on the P.T.A, Conference.

On Sat. 20th April at the Camden Cemtre,‘ﬁi@é}ough $%,. a conference

was held 6n'the gffects of the P.T.A. on the‘London Irish community.

There was a good proportion of Xr;ﬁh,wemen.iﬁ attendence; The guest

spesker waé By, Mcira D'Shea, who is ocut on.ball having been arrested under
T

P,T.A. in late '84.Members of the Irish In Britain Representation Group

and the N.C.C.L., then spoke of the implication of the,F.T.A. in terms

of c¢ivil iiberties and irish Community affairs, (

The afterrioon bega with a general session on Irish wimen and the P.T.AV ;.
This was chaired by Miriam James of Battersea and Wandsworth Iriﬁh'Comm,.

three speakers, Margaret 0'Neil, B’

LQ
i
2]
Q
=

and there was coniributions
Siubhan McNally and Babina Sharkey. ] _ .
Margaret O0'Neil began with a personalacccunﬁ 0f her exper eg of detent-

ion under the P.TehA. and the subsequent and extirene upheavals in her life
as a resuli. : .

“Siubhan McWalTv of Har

b

ngay In denendent Police Comm. spoke of her work
fithe P.P.Ae as & method of policing

O

i
on the P,T.A, ety Pl wiengy
Irish women, =3
H AL¥W.Cireoncentrated on howothe E.T:A. genso rs,VJW

Sabina ey L
criminalises and isclates Irish women, and aims to undercut cur attemp

to organisé;and speak put:as a community, and as a women's centreagainst
of racist legi lathﬁ.A series of wo"kshops fellowes

and a number of recoiutiens were passed unanimously. These included a

total condemnation of the P.T.A., and a call for its repeal, an end to

gtrip searches, and support for Dr. Meira C!'Shea.



For anyone who wishes Lo become involved in the Moira O'Shea support ﬁﬁ
Comm. , the contact address is: MOIRA O'SHEA SUPPORT COMM. | (3 d
c/o 448, Stratford Road,
Birmingham . B.11.
, Or phone Troops Out Movemnet on 205 1203."

-Report Back of the Meeting on Spare Rib. 17th April '85.

!

Detailed minutes were not taken of the meeting so this is just a brief
report of the main points raised.
1.-I£ was decided that all these meetimgs are and should be open to first
y and second generation Irish women and that future meetings will be (
advertised as such.It was also decided that the Irtsh women's newsletter
should be used to discuss the common and/or different experience of
1st and 2nd generationIrish women and other issues arising from this.
2 We are meeting on the 24th April at 52-54 Featherstone St. with black

women of colour and Jewish women to discuss racism on Spare Rib.
~scare Rib were asked to meet with Irish women in an accessable venue

They have advertised(a meeting for anycne interested in how they cover

Irish issuesat A Woman's Place on the 15th May at 7.30p.m.  Because this
venueis not accessableat the moment we will try to change it, but if this

is not possible we will meet thereand it is important that as many women as
pcssible t®rnto this meeting. Ring thethe Irish Women's Centre nearer the to

C

time to check the venueand for more infermation.

ao\“‘°eﬁ

If you fancy some fun and games this Sunday 28th April then come tec Hyde Par
(Speakers Cgper) at 3p.m. and watch a friendly game ofrcunders between
a West Indian women's team and an Irish women's team. Hopefully this will

be the beginning of many sporty Sunday Afternoons fOr WOMEeN.....eeeeeoccsees




U
wish woman’s abortion support group

We are in a state of crises at the moment, we don't know what our future

%\ .+ read on for the rest

Throughout her time at Release, Isabel found that she could only spend
the minimum amount of her time on the abortion work. The death of a
Spanish woman in an abortion clinic due to negligence increased her diss-

atisfaction with the working conditions and provoked her to work to rule
doing only the abortion work in the office.

Since Christmas conflicts within the Release collective have come to the
surface, these are about: collectivity versus hierarchy, .
professionalism versus service
racism
abortion work

At the beginning of March all workers were told that their funding (inc. saleries)
has been stopped as from the end of March. Those workers interested in
working within a hierarchy have got together with the Trustees to set up a
new form of Release. Abortion work will not be part of the new structure,
and Isabel and the other two women who oppose what is happening are losing
their jobs.

The effects of this for us are dire! Isabel loses her job, we lose Isabel,
and all the facilities in Release. There is no longer a service for Irish-
women coming over for abortions. In the past three months the service has:
been very poor and more recently stopped completely.

2

<

(:) On Thursday last 21st March, IWASG and SWASG met with Womens Reproductive

T Rights Centre to make alternative arrangements. They have agreed that they

t will partially take over the service as from the 15th April. Their funding

(:> is insecure, we don't know how long this arrangement @an last. We also
don't know how this will work out, or what sort of contact can be kept up

,.g between the groups.

\éég

The IWASG co-ordinating group is small, we'd like more of us to be involved
in deciding how to take things from here. We also need more women to doithe
rota.

'~ NEXT MEETING: Wednesday May 22 at 7.30 at Cromer St Women's Centre

If anyone can't make it but wants to go on the rota or to be 1nvolved, please
contact us either by phone on the numbers below or via Cromer St ‘Womens
Centre by letter or by phone on the evening of the 22nd.

Looking forward to seeing you.

ioanIS:ggy, rargerot S : phone no's for contact:
i Joan: 968 9139(w) 263 7263(h)
.‘:; _ Cromer St: 278 0120 Margaret: 582 2790(h)

% 1elgm avenue, london W9 3PR
tol- mon, tues, thurs, fri: O1-289 1123, emergency: 01-603 8654 (24 hour:

¢
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YOUTH... YOUTH \@‘3‘

The Joint Youth Steering Group of the GLC was established as a g
consultative structure to involve young people up to 25 years of age §<§@
from Black and Ethnic Minorities to participate in shaping GLC Youth nge
policies. L
The JYSG has planned a weekend of events at the South Bank " Strupglc %5‘
and Success'" A number of events have been organised. The Irish represents t
ation group are looking for Irish youth groups and other Irish organi-
sations and interested individuals, preferably under 25, to join the Irisl
section of the J.Y¥.S.G.

The next meeting of the Irish section will be held at Camden Irish Centre
on Mon 29th April '85. at. 7.30. For more details from John Doyle 340 49535,

of Finbar Cullen 8068 4375.

Summer Sessions For Children.

I (Imelda,the child worker at the women's Centre ) have been looking into
the possibility of getting money from Islington Council to take a group
of Irish children away for a week in the summer. It looks likely that
we will get a grant of about 40% from the council and have to fund v
raise the rest. If any women have or know of kids who would be interested
could they please get intouch with us here.
There is also money available from Islington to run 'special projects',
We thought it might be a good idea to run sessions for chilaren from local
playschemes to come and enjoy a day Irish music, dancing, story telling,
art and cooking.. SHeRTs 1o
If any women who work with kids or are interested in these sessions
could they please ring me at the office on 605 8916.
Also if anyone workes on playschemes in Islington or have any informatior
or names of good contacts could they let me kno w.

Thanks Imelda.

e o e i o ———— — " —— —— " T " T (g o T o o g o S o (s St o o S % S e e -

Pamphlet from the Irish Women's Conference.
The pamphlet report from the Irish Women's conference hela in Camden (V
in June 1984 is now avaiable at the cost of 50p per copy. The pamphlet
contains ~five papers presented at the conference, an acccunt of the
werkshops and discussion groups, ana all the resolutions that were
passed. It includes the 4 papers presented by the Irish women's groups
at the G.L.C. Consultative conference with the Irish communiity in Feb '¢
For your copy of the pamphlet please complete the form before and return

it to London Irish Women's Centre, TEL " bog -8916
Cabin Y
25, Horsell Roaaq.
NJ5%
Amount enclosed ve.ceosevrccercnones AR 5 e
NAME; ; atediig e 0 v ot . . A N S S U0 o elel w e vin e e siinl A8 .
ADDRESS s v T AR CRECE M Lt 3 e e R SN T S e B o 't

NO 2o CO cBIe Qi PO SR IRTORITi0G ¢ o5 able NEEL wnid oo s WAL SIREIT . 2504




SATURDAY l;th JANUARY 65 year old MAIRE C SHEA WA° PRRESTED
UNPER THE PREVENTIOK OF TERRCRISN ACT (PTA)

Four days later she was charged with conCplracy ‘to cause an

explosion in the UK. She was helé in solitary confinement for five

weeks and then released on bail. This was just cne of the several.

PTA .arrests and charges made over the ‘period at the end of 1584

and early 1985

On 31st Dec. Malre s house was raided while she was on holiday in °
Ireland, and even psychiatric files were searched. Maire returned

to England freely and openly to make complalnts but was arrested a

day later.

Maire has worked in the‘ Naticnal Health servide for over 38C years but
as a result of these charges her contract with the clinic in Birmingham
of which she was a founder will not be renewed.

Maire O °hea ‘has commltted no crime but faces up to 26 years in
prison. 4

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.
WHAT YGU CAN DO. Write letters calllng for the charges against her
to be droppea L

Leor: Britten, Home Office, The Attorney General, Your local MP.
Queen Anne's Gate, SW1l A. ©Sir Michael Havers, ~ House of Commons,
: : Royad Court of Justice, Westminister, SWi A
London WCZ2 ILL

Get people to sign the petition forms and post them off to the address
on the top of the form as soon as possible.

More than 6000 people have been arrested uncder the PTA, but only

150 of them have been charged and even fewer convicted. Under the FTA
a person can be held for up to 7 days without access to family or
solicitor. Cther-people arrestedover the same period were only allowed
to see solicitors 10 minutes before going into couzt aftcr 7 days in
custody. !

Any cahrge after that length of time in custody has to be treated with
suspicion, .particularly charges made under the conspiracy laws such

as Maire's. 130 mirers have been charged under these laws.

They are especiall despicable laws when the police have little or no
evidence against the accused. Three members of Luton Sinn Fein were
sentenced in 1973 to 10 years for consplrlng "to rob persons unknown

at a time and place unknown”

y VA | : +
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GLIZH ORIGINS OF AMERICAN

ﬂcugM J by LEONARD LlC;QI
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her: often ~w1’ch hostlllt\
:Rd'dlcaLH\story_. -Re
~the pohtlca _or1g1ns -ofzth

~decade- ago Dnntc

=& unlike “other_dominant
_racism- has lacked suff1cxent-
“'study as an historical develop~-
ment, Rac1srn, Puzzo noted: .

... "is_a modern .concepr—-
tion, for prior to the six-
teenth century there was

~==virtually=nothing=in~the="

West that can be descnbcd
(' ""as racist., To prevent mis-
~ tinction must be made be--
tween racism and ethno-'*"
__centrisne el
" WThHe, moral” self-sufﬁ- g

: proved ‘of ‘salient’ 1mpor-
“+'tance,. For, in the circum~""
}stances eng cndered by the~"

Puzzo emphasized that, |t

forces in the modern world, ||

~life..and thought of- the—||

‘understanding a clear dis- |

C1ency of the ‘nation-state..fl

“When the~ Europ'
~states ~embarked. Zonth
..... course=of: ﬁexpanswn ‘and=

‘tact with peoples of cultures
.different than. thosc“.whmh
“characterized: most. of: Western
"Europe. ope:
“states ~had Some. ‘contact.

; -cul tures othe £ tha n: =their

-_lam Smce contact,wn:h other

the context of -conflict ‘or
‘hostility, the att1tudes fo:me f

ciative, ;Feeling: S---

e et e =

-—havmg*th €Tmos t"atm-f

. truggle for “eémpire;.

pRo.

gave powerful, _impetus:;
the:natural “tendency~of "~

w1th t'hc na,t1ve peoples of

n'atmnalxsm to. become -

~ism, pervernng to- its uses-
-.1,---the new™ sc1ences —could™

;_chauv:.msm. ~~And. chauvm—._p :

_'I_\Ig_g_th Amenca as -well ‘as ':v;'i'fh

—the-native.p. eople :

--—areas .which _they’ dommated
It is poss1b1e_"that one. basxs
“for - thisTwas that the French

PNt

ions were nght d1d “be-
. come_racism. Racism,: thc L
““resulted ‘from-“the emer-"
_.gence of_ the secular, .na-..

“tional statc struggle for

,_..__b.ecome -and, ~where.. condx__,

—had" ‘had- -almos t ‘no d1rect con-
tact with peoples.of .other

7‘“,A11sh toward nat1ve_peoples e

“-onization“they~came-into 'con-

Western Euzop e an ._Z

i cultures had been genetally 1n

‘tend to be am1cable or“ appt _-'

! ::___..
zmaJOL EUIOPNH«COIONal PO‘Y— -talians=and “the" Spamsh ~did

)

;-CLS._ the-French have, ‘aireputas:’

--f--culturcs beforc the- pcnod of"

" resented somethmg .of a_pa;
2 'I:IOW“IS 1t“p s.uble

olomes R
Zcomplet. e._and__ absolute. form:o
rservitude* developed“'m th.

~English” colomes._of Ame'nc a:

""'numbex: Tof“diverse-areas .'-ol
“historical - scholarsfup ‘makes i
Zpossible. to beginito’ ‘compte-

hcnd__the roots_of: Enghsh rac-
' ; corollary ‘of rac-

2211-

..

g lish, “like “th.

have ‘close contact with a
‘people of a d1ff§;ent cultuzc
the-Irish. « It=Wwas' the" En°11sh
eXperience ‘with "‘the Irish
which was the.root of Eng lish
ra¢ial attitudes. The .
tance of Enghsh Jmpcnal dc-
tjvities in Ireland "in thc -Six-

turias for English act1v1ty in
“the " N¥w -World “duting “the sev-

e

“European: expansion,-.:%

empire."

4

enteenth century has begun to
“receive| attention, . ... e
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~dition to COncubmag@&(&///fé
. was. probationary, marriagy, < z
" “a.year and a day, and digs & °
>y

manded too many ,cat'tlht':‘_'for
- the use of rthe land.. ; it
i +The pastoral, nature of I-

Wild Trish

M “socicty must be “ex-

“*amined to understand ,
under. .

R e R AT e ee
“‘ylye policies of racism, servi=

wde, displacement ‘and exter-
mination practiced by “the
english in Ireland,’ for ul-
gmately the destruction-of
Celtic civilization itself was
the objective of English ex-
ansion. A.L. Rowse suggests
that the Irish in the sixteenth
¢entury were as much from a’
gtrange and .unknown culture
@s Indian chiefs from South
America, .. . .7
~ ."No historian ‘has
brought home how differ-
ent a world Ireland
was...In. the ecarly days it
was largely terra incog-
nita, almpst as unknown as
the coast of America, The
great Lord Deputy Chi-
chester...wrote of Ulstcr
that 'before these last
wirs it was as inaccessible
.to strangers as the King-

dom of China.™ -
“Gaelic Ireland was the

largest society remaining of
the ancient Atlantic coastal
civilization of several thousand
?:a:s cxistence. It was’ un-
Fouched by the intrusions into
$ngland of Romans and Gez-
man barbarians. The basic el-
ement of Irish culture was the
pastoral lifestyle. Wealth was
ip the form of cattle. Fishing
was important, ‘along with oat
rowing. Following thc plant-
tug of the oats, 'the greater
ark of the Irish would move
with their herds to summer
camps (the booley) -in the hills
4or grazing.

In Ireland, tribal lands
:those not owned by freemen
or chicfs) were divided among
the tribe for thc pastorage of
their cattle., The land was
not owned by the chief as a
feudal domain; it was’ owned
by the tribe and used private-

following periodic divisions
Wnto pasture lands,
the arable land was owned by

Teish freemen farmers, Tenan-

two, or

cils of only one,

daféc ycars -- a shoret time .in

a farming socicty == gave the

cattle-owning tenants frcedom

2o a0 Lokt igns d
Rhe nature of Trish =~ 720 ' ' )
ot d S ol society was understood by

Most of

some Elizabethan English as
‘well-sujted economically to the °,

mountainous, wasteland coun-
“try, *But the pastoral econo-

" my, specifically the mobility
of the Irish and their estab-

lishment- of summer camps,
were viewed by the English as
evil for social and political
rcasons. ‘A pastoral lifestyle

-produced less ‘taxable wealth

and' made the Irish harder to

‘control than a sctded agricul-
“tural ‘population, ~ Without
‘servitude!the. natives could
freely choose to maintain
their own economic and social

lifestyle, Freedom and mobil-
ity were viewed as central to
Irish resistance to domination.
"The brehons, or Irish tri-
bal jurists, were an hcreditary
class who memorized the legal
customs of the sociecty and
were consulted to ettle dis-
putcs. Irish landowning con-,
cepts, marriage customs and
monctary compensation in both
criminal and civil cases oper-
atcd smoothly through the '
brechons, Criminal actions, i~
cluding injuries and murQ'cf,
werc punished by compensa-
tion, usually in cattle. To
the English, the brehons were
a special target for destruc=
tion. They were accuscd of
bypassing the English courts
and of encouraging actions
which might be punishable by
death under the rigorous legal
system of LClizabethan society.
The brchons provided refuge
for Irishmen fleecing the ex-
‘ecution of English legal pro-
.cessesy  Like-the Irish poets,
brchons were often very mo-
bile, traveling around the
countryside to learn the law
and settle disputes, and thus
were accused by the English
of ‘being the originators of
the rebellions and uprisings
against English rulec.

Especcially shocking to,

the English were -the matri-
monial customs of the Irish.
There were scveral forms of
marriage among the Irish and
these were dissolvablc undcer
_certain none too rigid condi-

2.

. tion of bonds could be 0‘, ~

“man, ...

brute."”

ated by a woman as ,‘Y‘ell.g\',.
. The attitude of the Eng"®

fonh

lish conquerors towacd the

Irishmen was onc of contempt
some asscrted that it was "no
more a sin to kill an Irishman
than a dog or any other

Yet. despite the original
attitudes of superiority, more
and more of the English cou-
querors found the Icish cus-
toms, culture and way of life
supecior, The Ang lo-Nocuans
were absorbed by the Irish in
law, language, and civilization
by frec choice. During the
fourtcenth and fifteenth cen-

-9
&

&>
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turies, Gaelic Revival had bc—‘r
n

come complete. "The reactio
of England's officials was pro-
found shock. In place ol the

"hoped-for absorption of somc

of the Irish into English cul-
ture, the English were assimi-
lated into Irish culture. The
attractiveness. of Irish culture
compared to Anglo-Norman
feudalism was desperately
fought by the officials. To
prevent English contamination
by Irish culturc, officials fzom

.at least 1297 introduced legal

restrictions banning lrish
dress, language, trade or mar-
riage with the Irish, keeping

Irish law-sayers or poets, etc.

Hency VII's intention to
subdue the "Irish savages"
(1494) was undertaken more
comprehensively, if unsuccess-
fully, during the reign of
Henry VIII. The Decay of
Ircland (1520s) described how
incffectual would be English
attempts to gain income from
Ireland since even the Pale
(the arca of Ireland inhabited

*by the first ‘English scttlers)

was dominated by Irish lan-
guage, custans and law, flcn-
ty VIII abandoned the policy
of voluntary submission to
English control and estab-
lished a standing army in Ire-
land. But, coercion alone
scemed unable to produce the
rcsules desiced,  The presence
of the Irish in Iccland and
the abscncce of Lnglislunen



pusly Wwas one causc  ryje and cxvdxzatzon and

? (.. O/ s
2 q:fo ’«,;. /ommancc :falI)HSh lav;. ferred the "freedom™of hard
% g,/c,pctsmtcn sence 0__;___w0tk for Enghsh landlords to

the "slavery""of the pastoral =
.- :life".in~communities headed by

+ s 6 it T
, (/a Thc ‘Enghsh gOVC:inmcnt 8, -_IIISh Chlcfta;ms Of * Coutse
‘503 }quon “was to settle more (hic m11d POIICy"m)phed that
& hshnen L1y Ireland in. otde:‘.___wwhat .
N te there- Enghsh N ever ‘minima ;esxsﬁgnce
'5 o “C“a 2. “showed-itsel f—rshould~Fe ruth-"

id

¢ ciety=which™s il lingly |
yevenue to=the “goveramento = the ‘ma £

]onty of_well inten~.
Duégig tohf‘ tclheeca;ilest'bef:;c thi‘- tioned Irish, - Colonization by .
‘middle xteenth cen ”__Enghsh settlers ‘in key‘local

tury.” it was g;adually resl vareas was-viewed as. consxstent
Lized~ that

plantation,_
_ around -strong- defense‘centets

- would probably be-.the..cheap=: -
estand “most stable means" of tempt to" estabhsh cantrol over

- ga1mng'-control"and producmg o :Resistance to. ex-;

13 ploitation.and" to~ destruction.’
.of culture was :viewed as_the
‘action.of “savages -of bestml"
' temperament who had to-be .
forced-into” conformxty or-de I

ﬁfcy “Was

errrr— ST ST s

T e}:_e__maugur,ated

gams? the=Irish-"and- the Irishe: ‘
e ued-Anglo-Saxon (now-called: - the__.'Sparush “in_which th
n—gh.sh) was ‘carrj_ed “fiame of” Bartolome de las Ca
the-m -sas--f1gures most:prominently;’
7 regardmg the Jhuman nature,,
;': ‘the_‘character ‘and. the’ future.
" “6f-the Indians “of ' Amer1ca, was!
= pa:alleled-w1th tegard to- ‘the
“F.o'i:f = ‘Irish.77William Thomas, an of-

' Enghsh. setde:s_,(the New.. Eng,_,.; f1C1al of Hen.ty VIII, .wrote.of
lish) introduced.. The New'|. the. Irish that. they were,
English-assumed -~ semi-mili-" "fude, “beastly. ‘ignorant, ‘cruel
tary character’ to~ malntaxn “and.. u:uly infidels.," ~- Thomas 1n

their positions against the I-- The-Pilgram::A Dialogue.on °

tish and-Old English whose ithe Life and ‘Actions] of
lands they occupied. " This’ ‘Henry: VIII (1552) “said:"
"forward policy" was ‘continued w.thewild® Trish,
~and intensified by the cen- “unreasonable beasts, hved
wtralizing . program- -of- Ehz-—-j “without -any kn°W1°d8° °f'._
“abeth's regime., - gyt 56 '-;_:God ‘or-good, manners; in-
 There_was _.an..analogy~ ~~common: of their goods,
between the early Spanish ap- “3Zcattle” ‘women;~.children .and’
proach .in American..and . the eve:ywothe: thmg...nor. et
early. Enghsh -approach to Ires: yEjustice: exec_uted for::
land. under.the Tudors.- ~The- T murdet,_robbery., or-any
conscious motivation of gain - otherhke ‘mischief;~by~ the ==
and éxploitation contrasted -more force: ‘had “ever “the - ¥
sharply with ‘the professed’ Ob". ‘more’ reason._...And.. thereof--—_‘
Jeenve of civilizing and_devel- ~jj "followed that ‘because—
oping ‘the natwes.,.,How the - thex: savage -and’ idle ‘life
natives were treited depended could not be satisfied ‘with
on how they ‘teacted to being '..'the only’ ‘fruit. of .the_natu-=_
civilized and developed,” x.e.,;__:al unlaboured earth, £
exploited.—:If ‘théy—accepted: therefore. “continually_they!:
it, including the destructxon_' —jinvaded -the fertile posses—-
of ‘their cultural life, -they+ sions of their Irish ne1gh-w
were "good, natured." > Early " bors- that ‘inhabited them;h
Tudor leaders hoped _that the - English pale T .77 0"
Irish, especially “the™ mass Tof T i
 the Irish people, were "good: (1474—1566) was “the prmcxpal
natured," welcomed English- .Spanish spokesman for. ‘the’
rights of the Indians “against
a vast number of Spanish colo-

«-dxsca:deo ;'or-x'ce tH “T'

nghsh began to: seriously . At= i i
T h

; Ifas Casés

. and ‘inhabit their regions

11ber.ty w

conquero:s bring to the native !

-« people a slavery that is pre- |

ferable to freedom under their

own customs is used repeated-

Z'ly.by. the English~in their
conquest of the Irish.

n1sts and Spamsh thcorlsts
i ‘who " argued in- defense "of “the
4 ‘harsh- policy “applied ‘in. the
New.. World ------ Las Casas'=-Brief
Relatmn on thc Destruction

‘—; of’ the Indnns wh1ch detailed

the e extetmmatmn "and: enslave-
ment . of the Ind1ans on-the
Spamsh toad to.conquest.:in

~lessly=crushed for~the” benefxt" America was' P“thhed AnZ1552

in7SevilleT %1 ¢ts™ dmpact
throughout Europe wasA 1m—
i mense,- o : :

s “the - ma]or Eng-
11sh wnters on the colomza-
‘-";"and treatment" of‘ natzve

pe

and

opponents that natives WCIC

‘savages“with nonhuman .cus-

-toms

____Fot Eden nat1ves for

‘the“most. part lacked the ca-
pac:.ty- for C1v1112atxon and

av1v1d1y _deea:.led by
was eeasonable.

~geamimned

u'xvxvors—among ~the- na-:
~could.-be trained to use-1

ful attxtudes.-- 'Hxstormn Davxd
Beers: Qunn comments;

= "The Spamsh conquer-
S5 EdeéenFsaid ™ “Wwere-wor- .",
- of . commendat:.on wh1ch
n: t_hezr ‘merciful wars a-
ainst'- these naked- people,
have so used thernselves to-

ots.’ —But he ‘continues,™
“some will say. they possess

.and use them as bondmen ..
and tt1butat1es, where be-
foge ‘they were free...' He -
admits this, but maintains
_that ‘their bondage is such
.as it is much-rather to be
desxted than gheu forme: ‘

- The concept that the

~ With the accession of

.. Queen Elizabeth the new pro-
Battolome de . las Casas gram for Ircland was admin-
: istered by English officials in-
fluenced by the Spanish col-"
onization.

The major colonial



v dez{d Indian ﬁrst took shape

The doctrme that the only good Indlan isa

in the behef that the

bryw

project. for Ulster at that: time :
'},Called 'c'hurls,'-wthat ';i

‘was . o:gamzed in 1571 by _Sir
“Thomas— ~Smith, who became"
.'."Ehzabeth’s secretary of state.
:Smith:ds-a.tutor. at. Cambridge
‘had cncou:aged Richard’
“Eden'sinterest in- colonies.:
-Elizabeth~and :Smith declared:i— well- tewa:ded with: g:eat
‘in theéir indenture _agreement. . provision.t. ...
(October 5,1571) "that to- “re=: -——-However“‘ Ir1sh“‘churls
‘press.. the "Wﬂd Irish," ‘all the killed “the head of the colony.!
"“Insh gentry, frcemen Cfafts"‘the younger Thomas Smith.”
—men—and" lcarned‘class Were to: The failure of this colony a-
“be driven out or killed. 'while"long with.that in Ulster
““the " I:1sh laborers were. to be proved to the English the
- :eta:.ned to work for English need to eradicate most of the
.gentry__ and. EnghSh settlers. native population, and .to then.
. The Trish.laborers were: to be settle large numbers of Eng-
“iclosely. _controlled to protect lishmen, who might use a few
the English settlers domi- well controlled Irxshmen as

“nance and to get profitable Japorers.
““labor from them. The Novem-

~ber. 16, 1571 letters. patent. to.’

Smith said: . - The New W@ﬂd

‘-"Every Ir1shman shall
_be: :forbidden.wear English

o aPparcl or weapon upon
-=—pain~of “death. i That ‘no:
3 _Ir1shman,_-bo:n of Irish’
“race and brought up Irzish,
shall _purchase . land, bear:
}bffice,.be chosen"of*any.
jury=orzadmitted-witness: in
ny.: real ‘orpersonal acs’
n, .nor be bound.appren- t
."to:any—-sc:.ence-or'
: <All:Irishmen,~esp e-f:
"c1a11y -native- in-that*coun—

'no'kmd of weapon_nor .ar~
our;:shall-b e~ gently-—en—'
.tertained - ‘and for- ‘their:
plowing and labor shall be _;’

S A4 any- of the fxgu:es
#%3 - active in Irish col-
% A onies ]o1ned with

Sic’ Humphrcy Gilbert in plan-

mng to settle, Enghsh colo-"

‘nistsTin’ New. England ........ "When

Gilbert-died on this voyage,

Sir Walter \Raleigh! assumed:

ffplow ‘the- ground -and” be.ar' o

thel adzershlp fof 2 the exped:.—'»

. .".i‘Concetmng the Enghsh-.'f
men's comparisons_of the Irish.

0 other tribal pcoples

CWWilliam Moccell in his
Nova ‘Anglia-"could make
the methods of (Amerzcan)
Indian _warfar'c clear only !
by comparing them to.
those of _the. IJ:J.sh7 and .in’
1637 Roger Williams,- writ-
ingto John. _W1nthrop,»_;§
“Could find no worse threat -
in Indian warfare than'_'
that, if the savages were
not kindly- used, they might
'turnc wild Irish them-
selves.’ In sum, America
was uncomfortably like Ire-
Iand B
——The “doctrine that ‘the”
only good Indian is a dead-
Tndian first took’ shapc in
the_—behcf that the only.
‘good- Ir1shmen is a dead
Tzishaen.. ™ Unable to com-
prehend. the Brehon laws,
the English simply decided
that the wild Trish were
savages;  the- English were
equally" ﬁnwﬂhng or unablc
tounderstand ‘Indian "'laws:'
Used~to- savagery. ‘in-‘the
one place;” theéy looked for .
and -provoked -it- in "the '
othet"'*Expeuence I'ed
them to approach. Virginia

and- New England with the '

natural prepossessions ‘g cn{‘_’z

Ho-.

ward -Mumford Iones com.mentS*'

(

£tk “Irlsh slaves were V1ewed as more danger-
~ous than blacks, for the blacks were ‘fetched from

~-= languages; and by that means, one of them under
sLands not another. 1 ney could not, therefore,

“;severall parts of Africa,and speake severall . ol




erated by Tudor Conqucst
e —1n -Ireland.” i

" The wcll-known Bnghs}}
treatment of the American’In-
‘dians, especially in companson
“with their better treatment by

)

-{

|

- Puritanism,; which’ had a mu—
tually ' dcstructxve meact on'
.the._natives-,of American.ind
of Ireland.: Many of those
conccrned w1th ‘the new’ plan—
‘'tations ‘in Virginia as_ well ‘as’

i those 'in Ireland were influ-

modern age devclopcd‘ was im-

‘portantTas ac motivation-for-
At ‘the begin--

the Puritans.
ning of .the.seventeenth.cen-.
‘tury,. the stati “life .and sensc”
“of~ commumty m_England es="
“ZinTtheZdominant. zuzal.'

_‘the French,-has.its origins in-
" their attxtudes toward tribal

FItishmen. iThe’ nature” ok~ the" ' 3
~tribalman,- gene:ally, ‘was free-: -naan’-reserved “for the Enghsh

enced by Puritanism., America

socxety of England, was-com-’
‘was viewed as a "Western Ca-

----- dom-in- comparison with the -generallyzand the Puntans—-
Tudor Particular,”™

--officials - ‘greatly -feared thes promised -1
-side-for

“serf in feudal society..

..masterless’ ‘man, which®inZEng

-zland often meant that ‘the~man - 1
Th would_smxte--

had ~to. be . vagabond

4___'Ihe experiences . trans-

'fer'red in the early seven-
.teenth centuty from Ireland :to:

‘Amerxca'

eze zemforc ed’ by

elxj:és the- Enghsh

';':chgmus, ‘cult ral and ‘physi-;

cal. - All that"was good and’

. godly ‘was inside the hedge;
~all that.was:bad-and ungodly-
was - outszde—~-The attempt to:
create an organic Community,

a medieval society, as ‘the

ﬁ = s
¥ F B _AS"Ea:" 14@

~and” soc1al se cunty.

people, not' he least the Pur—
1tans, was, upsgt._

"As  with’
‘the. Ix:1sh.~ the Ind1ans could
not be 1ntegratcd into that
community;” they were,beyond
the hedge and’ thus enemies
“that ‘would have to be elimi-
‘natedi~—The massacres of. the
,Indxans -the Pequot War, King
,P_hxhp s-War, etc.,- zeflected
i me m'ctbods “and the

_appliedi-to. the Irish. Exterm-

‘ination was the logical con--

'clus1o_n When extermination:

cof. human beings--appears-logi-

‘béings appears humane. -

1mmmm !P’?Z ;

setd EANA

Revolt followad by submission was the pattern of Irxsh life: Here Tnurlough O'Neill submxts to Slr Henry :
Sldney after the uprising in Ulster. Behind him are his longhaired “wild Irish” subjects.’ _ .

cal, .the ensl avement..of . human..
In-.

™ £ i.’\
\

:-same a'ttltudes as the ‘English™
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dians captu:ed in war were
.placed -in - servitude;—~but as’
-thh t,ha—-fnsh ‘being=in” thcu_
: ount:r -and -having free.
-Indxa_n -beyond” Enghsh con-‘1
Ztrol;” thc Indians were succe.ss-
Zful=in- escape' Almon Wheeler_
“Lauberin.Indian- SlaveryZinZ
iColonial Times Within the-
Present. Lmuts of . thc U-1
-'nu:cd Statés:-indicates:: thc-

of-Indian slavery ‘due.
he-increase of mdentured
«suvants—and“of*whnc servi==
—tude < ”._conv1c.t.s. vspccxally
*Insh and Scotch™ ¢ prisoners. of .
5 The..Indians. were not.

'used to- Ehc 'ac'i1v1t1es_they_

Twere expccted to.perform.and’
“tended. to= “refuse to learn.c_

d1scou:agc ‘the” Indzan slaVe
trade’ -especially "because var=""-
dous. ‘tribes--refused to- coope:-“!
“ate in-the cnslavemcnt Tof !
-oth E'»Indxans. -_'

Eer:ed_td—lreland durmg “the.
Enghsh CiviliWar- and Common="
wealth..of._..the- 1640s -and

16505;"1’111:"'Insh i-and - th: he. Old.
Enghsh undc:took ‘a.nation-:
w:de rebcll:.on_ -agdinst’ the New
_Enghsh of .the: —Elxzabetham
o tdaent._ JI'hxs,.:ebelhon—-b e--
gan in.1641, _ With. the suc=.
“¢ess of  the -arhamenta:y arm-
ies: unde: “Cromwell, "attention
could be t__,;:,ned..by.:.the—-Eng-i
é'overnmenr to Treland._

= .A...-..._-._-- g

"However, the radical soldxc:s
.+ who- had’ won ,the. Civil War did
- not beheve in the, conquest of
"Ireland Thesc radicals or”
chcllczs (Edztot s note: the
chdlers were ~eatrly precur-
~-sors of Libertarians) felt that
... the:"cause of the_Irish natives
“~=in" seekmg “their just freedoms
=32 was “the very- same=with " our
--~c-ause--hcre-—m~ endeavouring:
-our’own -fescue - and’ f:ecdom
“from the powet “of oppressors.”

“‘ ve tadical council 'of officers
"v'oted’-‘ 5o March-25;. 1649 -that.

“ the ~“afmy :should not be used
<4 Ireland to' weradicate-the

“'natives or- to dzvest them of
1- thieir - estates."—“Three days

"he Levellcr leaders
d by.. Cromwell.

1
were ‘arreste

“In order ‘to raise troops to go

\ to Ireland Cromwell required a
‘new kind- of~enthusiasm™if’ he

B, - were to m

» -land— of ten~

" “of: Ircland

motivate troops_to. the
.victories. he ach1cvcd in Eng—
-;+This -was - provxded by

~with bthc -Puritan.vic-

ngland
ssxs t the

t;orz-—m orde:—
ewg overnment:
-:,C:omwell’s army _in Irc-

“out the most complete devas-

“tation that Ireland’ experi-

“enced untxl that -timg. Ex-
termmanon bccame a policy.

“PIISORCIS Of war WCIC ttans-v

'po:ted to_ “Servitude m -the new:
'Enghsh “colonies in the West’
Indies. .. I:eland';;hke New,
'England""was take: _w1th thc

Bxblc m one _hand

obsczved thai‘uthe Cromwelhan
Apohcy was:ito.act without ,any
humamty~to the- Insh n4t1on,
of the old native _ exttacuon,
the whole “race whereof. they
-had*upon: ‘the ‘matter_sworn -an
tteriex tirp ation.,"“~Cromwell
determined “that'"all the " Irish’
_would-be-removed to-the west
otdc:mg the . Irish:
“to. g0 "to hellZ6r -to- Con~
~naught.,_ #ZBut'large numbers
~of prisoners. of war:and.cap-:
twes ‘were ‘sentenced” to perm-'
‘anent. transpo:tatmnﬂfb the;!
West Tndian sugar- plantauons.
. Thus),. there ‘developed’
“the’ well 'known horrors of the
Irish_l!slave- trade.'..Large-
proportions- ‘of the~Irish on:
_theJ'slavc-trade. ~ships-died-on
the voyage-to.the=West In-
d1es. ~The. experience which
the Bristol merchants- gained
in the Insh "slave-t:ade “was
useful ‘to- them-decades-later
when thcy ‘became..a- dominant
force. in the same activity in
Africa. The—role of the Irish
as the ‘initial servile labor -in
the English West Indies is a
separate topic; but some ob-
se:vauons can be- made a.bout

It i

w p—t

From the ea:hest Enghsh
‘settlcments-m ‘the West’ Indles

-m the late- 1620s’ Irish ser--

vants had been unpo:ted but
were quickly. _found—to be
Mptoved treacherous.” They
frequently.. :evolted and killed:
“their 'English masters, and the
Enghsh tr1cd to outlaw the
bringing. in of Irish servants.

G.

: ciwy sinflux . “of New Eng—_
and ecs-who-were:- -returning-to;

4
1
1
i
1
-
—

NeW*England Pur—
itan Ted: or’ mspn:cd c:).tncdI

Not only was the wh

vant class..l.a.rgc: the

"black in the English we
“dies-until “the” latter p;ﬁ”

the scventcenth ccntu:y‘ L
‘the Irish-reépresented gener:
ly the largest'part of.tl
‘white “servile "populatior
re aching the figure o
sixty-nine percent o
Montserrat,  -White sc:vants 3
well as blacks’ ‘on ‘Barbadc
were prohibited from."wande:
ing” about""thhout writte
perm1ss1on of ~the master
Anyone:so found was to b
whipped., Carl Bridenbaug!
concluded “that_ “the -white scr
Vaints were worse treated
this time than- the black.” Tll
-Frish: we.re-’vxcwed-—as -muc!
more, dang erous than.th

.L1gon._po1nted.,_out that
“*(the .blacks) are.fetched
f:om several-parts of “Afri-
ECay who-speak several lan-
guages, “and by that_means,
‘one -of them understands
. not another. Thcy ‘could
not easxf',

—————In thc followmg dccades
‘the’ white: ma;ont:es were re-
‘placed with black majorities:,

=z -:» Finally, the consistent
Englishcomplaint:about the I-
tish was carried to the West
Indies. The pastoral Irish
were not used to intensive ag-
ricultural labor. It was total-
ly -contrary to. their traditio

customs and experiences. Not
unlike the Indians to which
they were so frequently..com-
pared, the Irish, as the Eng-
lish had constantly said, would
not submit to the. kind of ag-
ricultural work which feudalism
bhad-demanded. The--Indian:
‘tended to escape or die; the
Irish-either -resisted work . dis-
cipline, tending toward "idle-
nesa." or they rebelled, Dut-
ing- the early years of the:
West Indians tobacco planta-
tions it was possible to func-
tion ‘with such labor. But,

w_xtf} the increasing introduc-.
tion "of sugar and the develop-
ment. of large-scale planta-
tions,” Celtic "servitude became
either useless or a .burden to
the planters. The uncivilized
and savage Irish.had to be

-rcplaccd*on the -feudal planta-

‘tions with a work force whic



Was CwiizZeu 4nd not savage.
A report from the early years:
‘of-~the French: “¢olony of . Lou--’
1s1ana b.ro.\;ght out this con-:
“Cept? fo:ccfully.‘“-'l’t' ‘distin=
‘guished between™ the'“"savages"
_(the small number ‘of Indian:
slaves) and the Ncgroes. ~Af-.

r1cans wc:e p:efe:ted as:

ized and were not savage, - -
The English. had experi-

ence in attempting to impose .
"servitude upon the Irish and ™

However, |-
; ".zsatr to accomplish™that; their

~upon the Indians,
no matter ‘what..effort "they.:
put-into-i ‘the Enghsh found;
‘the--resulfs™u unsa,nsfac ctory.”
Thc; Afncans -in.contrast;
were—cxvxhzed‘_peoplcs who! had
a.gncultural?&peuence, some-
.times -in-the context=of feudal
labo:.

s

Rxchard Dunn in: Sugat £

highest manifestation in the
Puritan villages; the black
bondsman, on- the other hand,

was’ easx.ly incorporated in the :

organic community of the

l

plantation vxllag_e. The Eng-l

~-lishman, -using “the Irish or ‘the
Indxans, sought to :ecrcate
.the Enghsh village - society -in

‘ whtch a large mass of servile .

'"Enghshmcn Tabored for ‘the
—privileg'ed feudal. class, _The

~destruction. of. the nauvc Insh
or: Indxan cultuze was neces-

tesxs tance meant_that ~not.—only
would they refusé to submit to
‘~Enghsh culture but would not
accept..the English-seizure of
thelands they-considered.
their_own. . Even when ~trans-.
ported to the West Indies. the,
“Irish and“the Ind1ans rcs:.sted

~‘The Africin, =on"the other

-men had obvxous pracucal
“.advantag es-over—the un-’
~:stable lv_}_x_x_ge ‘labor.forcelin
Ba.rbados....,_: ‘Black slaves
_pe:fotmed the-required” )
tasks more patiently than - \

“white servants, and this ‘.

. consideration more_than -

outweighed the disagree- ..

“able prospect.of living .in'i'}.

. close-proximity_to:a people. -

totally foreign in_color,
?,speech ;:ehgwn, and
.culture" =

“==-But" the Englxsh had 1=
ready formed their racial atti-
tudes toward people totally
foreign in speech,. religion,.
culture and, even as this had
for theh;-'é'cultural differen-
‘tiation, color. -The conflict’ of
cultures-which-dominated rela=-
tions. between .the English and..
‘the Irish-in-the Old and New :

hand, see_mcd more.. w:ll1ng —to:

dcceptothe "cultural changes-

which thc Englxsh wxshed to.
I:

8
“tural. lab orersTinTthe African

_villages. - In some cases, they

““had . expenenced feudal-labor-

dxscxphnc.d ‘The Africans'.
tradition~of the org -anic’ com-
‘munity "of village society, of
-adaptability and’ lea:mng and
of agricultural experience,
.‘made them”the most dikely
~substitute in thc New World
for the.laborer of the feudal
community of the old world,
especially acceptable followmg
the total failure and thus the
attempt at total extctmmauon

—thc Iush and ‘the- Ind1ans..

Unlike. .the. —Insfxﬂ and’ .—Ind1ans,
‘whose ! unc1v111zed""'i':'ﬁlt.ure

‘caused’ Enghsh racism ‘to’

| Worlds-“andthe_ -English . -and. ‘choose the gxtreme.-of: exte:-
the- Indians .in the New World ‘mination, the latter encounter:
did .not have the .same inten- with the. civilized: ‘Africans’ led
sity regarding= ~the-Africans.. Enghsh. racism. to. ‘force them
Theé“most~extreme’ “aspectsTof into ‘the culture of- an ox:gamc
the_ tacxsm ‘which accompamed fcudal commumty. e
“the rise of the nation-state -
" and--colonialism, namely "the
cxtermmatxon which was p:ac-

.d-against- tHe IrishZand™ s
-E;xceclndfans, was.-not - applied” Stud1es m Menlo Patk Cali

against the..Africans, ~The I-, fornia
_rish-and the Indians could not
be a part of the organic com-
munfty which. received its

7.
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