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EDITORIAL

With this, the sixth issue of ‘Irish Studies in Britain’, it is a
good time to take stock of developments since the first issue
appeared nearly three years ago. We firmly believe that the
last three years have seen an expansion of interest in Irish
Studies in this country unrivalled in the long history of the
Irish community in Britain. We would like to stake a claim
to at least a part share in the credit for such a veritable
explosion of interest, because an explosion it has been.
However, the rapid increase in Irish Studies has now dev-
eloped a momentum of its own to such an extent that it is
now impossible for any organisaion or project to claim that
it is instrumental in shaping the way that this development
is taking place. The growing awareness of ethnic identity
amongst many Irish people here (particularly amongst the
second and third generation), the interest and sympathy
shown by many non-Irish people towards the development
of [rish Studies and the willingness of many local authorit-
ies, whether it be in the educational or grant-giving areas
(or both) to recognise the Irish as part of their multi-ethnic
populations have all contributed to the Irish Studies boom.
It is now difficult enough for ‘Irish Studies in Britain’ to
keep up with all the rapid developments that are taking
place all over Britain. A look at the varied contents of this
issue will verify this. There is a full report on the first ever
Irish Studies conference so expertly organised in Leicester
by Nessan Danaher, the IBRG’s Education Officer. Tom
Arkell provides us with an update on the EEC funded Irish
Studies project in Coventry wich readers of earlier issues of
this magazine will be familiar with. We have a report on the
difficulties of, and opportunities for, teaching the Irish
language in London as well as a report on the recent Celtic
languages conference held in London where representat-
ives from all six Celtic languages swapped experiences and
thus benefited from an exchange of information. In fact
there was so much material for this issue that we had to hold
over our popular index of recently published Irish books
(which incidentally will be back in the next issue). We still
have however a comprehensive Irish Studies news service
with up to date information on books, meetings, teaching
materials, etc. :

Now, all this as most readers will realise, costs money.
Producing a magazine on a regular basis is an extremely
expensive exercise especially when one has to rely totally
on the financial goodwill of advertisers and readers alone
(as well as that of a patient printer!). Nevertheless, starting
only with a small grant from the Cultural Relations Com-
mittee in Dublin, we have been able to hold the cover price
at 50p since issue 1 and intend to do so for the foreseeable
future (famous last words!). This has meant, though, that
for reasons of economy the separately published directorys
of evening classes, ‘Irish Studies in London’, has been
transformed into a four-page centre pull-out in this issue of
‘Irish Studies in Britain’ (and at no extra cost!). The reas-
ons for doing this were not entirely economic. As this issue
of ‘ISIB’ was going to be published at the same time of year
as ‘Irish Studies in London’ it seemed sensible, in addition
to trimming costs, to allow readers of ‘ISIB’ who ordinarly
wouldn’t have the opportunity of seeing ‘ISIL’ to gain an
insight into the vast range of Irish Studies classes now
available in the London area. We hope you like what you
see and are motivated to try and do the same in your area. If
so please let us know how you get on.



LETTERS
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Irish in Islington Project
A chara, ; ;

We are concerned and alarmed at the distortions and
unfounded allegations published in some newspapers lately
about the Irish in Islington Project. Despite the fact that
the GLC made the correct information available, with the
Project willing to provide any further clarification, some
newspapers deliberately published lies, and others, by sel-
ective presentations of unrelated facts, stated a concentrat-
ed attack on the Irish community.

The Irish in Islington Project was set up in February 1983
at a well attended public meeting of the Irish community in
Islington. The Gaelic Athletic Association, Green Ink Wri-
ters, Irish in Britain Representation Group, Irish women,
youth, elderly, tenants, building workers, and nurses were
represented at this meeting, and agreed to set up a project
to cater for the cultural, social and welfare needs of the
local Irish community, and to seek a local Irish centre with
community workers attached.

The objectives of the project set out were:

(a) to promote the social and cultural welfare of Irish
people

(b) to develop new resources and co-ordinate existing re-
sources to meet the needs of the Irish community

(c) to combat racial discrimination and disadvantage, and
anti-Irish racism in the media

(d) to carry out research into areas of need in the Irish
community

(d) to create a greater awareness of Irish culture.

The meeting elected a management committee, and agreed
to seek charitable status for the project.

The Project applied to the GLC Ethnic Minorities Unit
for a grant to fund two workers. The grant application
fulfilled the criteria for such grants, and the Project was
awarded £31,918 grant for two workers and rented office
space until April 1985.

Various reports from Irish welfare centres in Britain
have indicated that there are vast areas of need within the
Irish community, the elderly, homeless, unemployed, etc.
* The existing statutory services do not appear to meet their
needs, e.g. over 25% of men in emergency hostel accom-
modation in inner London are Irish-born, which would
seem to suggest that the housing needs of the Irish com-
munity are not being met. It is these areas of need that the
Project will address itself to, and also to challenge the
disadvantage that gave rise to these needs.

Islington Council has no links whatsoever with the Irish
in Islington Project, and does not spend a single penny on
any project or worker associated with the Irish community.
While over a third of a million pounds is spent annually on
ethnic minorities within Islington, the Irish, the largest
ethnic group with twice the population of any other ethnic
group, receive nothing.

B. POWER
SECONDHAND & ANTIQUARIAN
IRISH BOOKS

New shop opened
— Kilburn Community Co-op premises
14 Willesden Lane, NW6
(jen. Kilburn High Road)
TUESDAY—SATURDAY 1—6pm

4 Irish Studies in Britain

Why is there so much hostility to a small grant to the Irish
community and why are we singled out for attack by the
media? The Irish community pay rates and tax, and are
entitled to a fair share of local resources, so that we can
provide for our community what is taken for granted in the
resources provided for the other communities. The Irish in
Islington represents the highest concentration of the Irish
in inner London, and should have an equitable share of
available resources.

The picture of lies and distortions printed in these papers
is a disturbing one, and a sad reflection on the media and its
abuse of power. The Irish in Islington Project is happy thatiit.
has the support of Irish people in Islington and London
who have welcomed this new development. We will con-’
tinue to work for the benefit of the Irish community in
Islington, despite these attacks from the media. For further
information contact us at the Caxton House Settlement,
129 St Johns Way, London N19 3RU.

Is meas,
Patrick Reynolds,
Seamus Carey
(on behalf of the Irish in Islington Project)

BACK ISSUES

Issues 1, 2 and 3 are now sold out. There are some copies of
issues 4 and 5 remaining. Issue 4 contained items on study-
ing Northern Ireland in West London; Building Up a Hist-
ory of the Irish in Britain; Irish Studies in Lancashire and a
profile of students attending Irish language evening classes
in London 1981-82. Issue 5 featured The Irish in Bradford
1830-1920; an interview with Steve Brennan, the GLC’s
Irish Liaison Officer; the Irish Video Project and ‘Mad
Micks and Englishmen — anti-Irish racism in Britain’. Send:
£1.25 (sterling) to the publishers for copies of both issues.

—

r
DISTRIBUTION

Like many other specialist magazines, ‘Irish Studies in
Britain’ was particularly affected by the collapse of Full-
Time Distribution late last year. This means that, in com-
mon with others, we now have no means of nationwide
distribution as before. If you are experiencing difficulties in
purchasing ‘ISIB’ why not take out a subscription (£1.25 for
a year’s supply — 2 issues). Alternatively why not persuade
your local bookshop or Irish Centre to order bulk copies at
trade discount of one third off retail price? Please help us
and yourselves in making sure that ‘Irish Studies in Britain’
gets the widest distribution possible.

ADVERTISING
£50 (sterling) full page (A4)
£30 half page
£20 quarter page
£15 eighth page:
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NEWS

Arlen House, The Women’s Press, have recently published
a series of books of particular interest to Irish women.
‘Women’s Part: An anthology of short fiction by and about
Irishwomen 1890-1960’, edited by Janet Madden-Simpson,
is an examination of writing by women within the context of
Anglo-Irish  literature. Why, in comparison to Yeats,
Joyce, O’Connor and-O’Faolain, women writers of the
same period are unknown, is the theme of this excursion
into hitherto unexplored territory within Irish social and
literary history. :

‘Irishwomen: Image and Achievement’, edited by Eilean
Ni Chuilleandin, is a collection of essays examining the
position of women in Irish society from ancient to modern
times. It traces the representations of women through my-
thological, archaeological and historical sources and con-
cludes with a documentation of their achievements and
contributions to the cultural and artistic heritage of Ire-
land. 5

Forthcoming is ‘In Her Own Right: A biography of Han-
na Sheehy-Skeffington’ by Leah Levenson and Jerry Nat-
terstad. The subject was a nationalist and socialist, pacifist
and feminist, who epitomised the emergence of women as a
genuine political and social force in Ireland at a time when
Irish society appeared particularly resistant to women’s
rights.

Finally, Arlen House’s sister company, Turoe Press, are
re-issuing ‘The Forests of Ireland’, edited by Niall O’Car-
roll and tracing the history of forestry in Ireland from the
Ice Age to the present day.

Both Arlen House and Turoe Press are represented in
Britain by Marion Boyars Publishers, 18 Brewer Street,
London W1, from further information on all these books is
available.

106 &
The New Celtic Review, ‘the quarterly journal of Celtic lore
and druid philosophy’, informs us that back issues of their
hand-coloured and hand-illuminated journals are available
for £3 each (IR£3.60). One issue, no. 26 (November 1981)
entitled ‘The Seven Hills of London’, focuses on London’s
Celtic mythology and heritage. Ring 01 994 6216 for details
of this and their mail order catalogue for Celtic books,
Jewellery, cards, designs, etc.
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The Belfast Linen Hall Library, founded in 1788 (with
United Irishman, Thomas Russell, as its first librarian), is
one of the oldest public subscription libraries in the world.
However it nearly went bankrupt in 1980 after years of
decline and only fresh infusions of cash from Belfast City
Council and the NI Department of Education allied to the
Judicious selling-off of its William Conor collection saved
the day. Having turned the corner, the library is now mak-

ing determined strides into profitability and increasing

membership. That there should have been such a marked
turnaround in such a short period is due in no small meas-
ure to the energetic efforts of librarian John Gray. In a
further effort to increase income he has produced the Linen
Hall Review, a quarterly journal which for £2 a year’s
sub§cr1ption provides a wealth of informed writing on a

“ variety of Ulster and Irish topics — literature, history, bio-
graphy, local studies, current affairs, etc. It can be obtained
from The Editors, Linen Hall Review, Linen Hall Library,
17 Donegall Square North, Belfast 1, Northern Ireland.

2.8 8. 8.8 ¢

A new London Irish bookshop, the Four Provinces, has
opened at 244-246 Grays Inn Road, WCl (tel. 01833 3022).
The bookshop specialises in all aspects of Irish literature
and claims to have the largest stock of Irish books in Britain
— including many books in the Irish language. Topics cov-
ered include history, politics, Northern Ireland, literature,
poetry, music, songbooks, maps, cards, prints, etc.

ook ok ok
An interesting recent cultural development has been the
production of three videos by Tony MacMahon, one of
Ireland’s foremost makers of radio and television prog-
rammes on Irish music, language and culture. The videos
are ‘The Green Linnet’, ‘Poitin’ and ‘Traditional Music of
the West’. ‘The video market is presently dominated by
commercial material of questionable value,” says Mac-
Mahon. ‘We are endeavouring to highlight the relevance of
Irish music and language in modern society, underlining
their distinction, importance and charm.’

‘The Green Linnet’ is one of Ireland’s most beautiful
slow airs. It is an appropriate title for this 1 hour 48 minute
video which has Tony MacMahon and Barney McKenna
from the Dubliners setting out from Ennis to tour the
highways and byways of Europe. The theme is that Irish
culture is one of Europe’s oldest and richest components.

‘Poitin’, featuring Cyril Cusack; Niall Toibin and Donal
McCann is a Connemara-based tale of the illicit brew and
its makers. It lasts 65 minutes and has English subtitles.

‘Traditional Music of the West’ is two films on one video
cassette. The first, lasting 27 minutes, looks at Galway City
through the music of De Danann and early photographs of
the city. The second, also running for 27 minutes, features
Mary Bergin touring villages and islands along the Conne-
mara coast and exchanging songs and dances with local
musicians.

&

MacMahon’s objective in his video venture is essentially -

crusading: ‘to lift the profile of the scattered Irish and
counter the alienation being currently fostered by many
media and communication systems with varying degrees of
hostility and bigotry.’

The videos can be ordered from Tony MacMahon Video
Limited at 14 Kildare Terrace, London W2 (tel. 01 229
8728) or from Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, 32 Belgrave
Square, Monkstowri, Co. Dublin (tel. 80 02 95). ‘The
Green Linnet’ costs £32 sterling; ‘Poitin’ £29 and ‘Tradit-
ional Music of the West’ £25. Add £1.50 to each for post-
age, packing and insurance.

2.8 .8 & & ¢

The Irish Community Arts Project, established by North-
ampton Connolly Association, has set up a Celtic Design
competition. Designs accepted for production by the Irish
Community Arts Project will be hand-printed by the silk-
screen method in one or two colours and then hand-
coloured. All labour is voluntary and any income derived
from production will be utilised to buy required stock.

Submitted designs must be Celtic and original, black on
white or opaque on tracing film. Designs can be any size
and will be reduced to size; they can be any subject —
greetings, Christmas, peace, social injustice, etc. All de-
signs must be submitted by 30 September 1984 and there
will be a number of prizes on offer. For further information
ring 0604-34660.

o
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Readers of the article ‘Mad Micks and Englishmen - An
Historical Look at Anti-Irish Racism’ which appeared in
issue 5 of ‘Irish Studies in Britain’ may be interested to

know that the Irish Studies Unit at Northeastern Univers-

ity, Boston, Massachl_xset'ts, recently sponsored an exhib-
ition of comparative images of the Irish and American
Blacks in order to emphasise the similarities in stereotyping
between the two groups. A videotape has been made of the
exhibition for the unit’s archives and a very interesting
catalogue to the exhibition, ‘Images of Irish and Black in
Boston: The Development of Stereotypes’, is also avail-
able. For further information, contact Ruth-Ann Harris,
Director of Irish Studies Programme, College of Arts and
Sciences, Northeastern University, 360 Huntingdon Ave-
nue, Boston, Massachusetts, 02115.
¥ dokok

Green Ink Writers’ third production, ‘In Another Count-
ry - a collection of short stories by Irish writers in Britain’,
has received extensive praise. It is available for £1.50 from
84a Marlborough Road, London N22 or from the Irish-
Books-By-Post service. The Green Ink Writers Group
meets every alternate Thursday at the Irish Centre, 52
Camden Square, London NW1. New members are always
welcome. For further information contact Pat Reynolds on
881 0754.

In the same vein, Irish Academic Press have a wide variety
of titles on all aspects of Irish Studies from early and
medieval Irish history to the memoires of Irish revolution-
ary leaders, including along the way family history, folk-
lore, language and literature. Send for their catalogue to
Irish Academic Press, Kiil Lane, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
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Emma Thornton of the ILEA Learning Materials Service
tells us that the pack on ‘Britain and Ireland’ referred to in
issue 5 is nearing completion. She has produced a volumin-
ous resource list to accompany the teachers’ notes that will
go with the pack. Emma can be contacted on 622 9966.

2808 6 4

The January 1984 issue of ‘History Today’ contains two
articles which may be of interest to ‘Irish Studies in Britain’
readers. These are: ‘The Problems of Writing Irish History’
by Roy Foster and ‘Ireland Under the Union’ by Alan
Heesom.

THE KILBURN BOOKSHOP

8 Kilburn Bridge
Kilburn High Road, London, N.W .6
Telephone: 01-328 7071

' K ILBURN
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32139

A new general bookshop with
in-depth coverage of Irish
Studies . . . Irish Politics,

History, Language, Literature,
Folklore

We also do Mail Order: Send SAE for our Irish Studies Listings.

1 Develop positive policies and programmes to tackle racial

8 @@,@%%’@@

London’s ethnic diversity is an asset. Yet, held back by racial
disadvantage, the ethnic minorities are prevented from
realising their full potential or playing their part as equals in
society. It is currently a fact of life—but one the GLC wiill help
to eradicate.

It has established the Ethnic Minorities Committee as a major]

committee of the Council supported by an Ethnic Minorities
Unit, and more recently an Irish Liaison and Outreach Worker

Together their job is to:

disadvantage:

@ as an employer, by developing equal opportunity
programmes;

® as a provider of services, such as housing, jobs, training
and recreation, by ensuring equality of access for ethnic
minorities;

@ as a grant-aiding authority, by supporting ethnic minority,
self-help initiatives, and projects designed to counter
racism;

@ as an influential institution, by campaigning for central
and local government to respond with policies and
proposals to meet the needs of ethnic minorities and to
repeal all racist legislation.

Establish effective consultations with ethnic minority
communities by: ‘{

® encouraging active participation in the proceedings of th
Ethnic Minority Committee;

® convening London-wide consultative conferences;

® establishing working or advisory groups on specific
topics; .

® circulating regular information to ethnic minority groups;

® encouraging written submissions.

If you want to know more about the work of the GLC's Ethnic

Minorities Committee write to: The Irish Liaison and

Outreach Worker Ethnic Minorities Unit, Room 602, The
County Hall, London, SE1 7PB.

GLC

Working for London
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LEICESTER IRISH STUDIES
CONFERENCE: FULL REPORT

Nessan Danaher

The first National Conference on ‘Irish Dimensions in Brit-
ish Education’ was held at Soar Valley Community Coll-
ege, Leicester, on Saturday 11th February. The idea of a
conference as a forum for bringing together those interest-
ed in existing and new initiatives was.a product of opinion
organised within the various IBRG branches in Britain,
especially in London, Manchester and Leicester.

The conference was aimed at parents, teachers first- and
second-generation Irish people, all Irish community organ-
isations and all those interested in
—multicultural issues and developments
—curriculum development in junior and secondary schools
—developments in adult, community and continuing edu-
cation.

The four main speakers were Tom Arkell, Ivan Gibbons,
Tim Ottevanger and Barry Dufour. The conference sought
to indicate avenues for progress.

With regard to forward planning, the Education Officer
of the IBRG decided early on to organise the event within
the available LEA organisational structures and facilities.
This enabled the organisers to harness help and advice
from the community college staff and the LEA multicult-
ural adviser. These were definite advantages in using a
community college, not least because of the latter’s com-
mitment to youth and extra-mural activities. By affiliating
for one year, at very little cost, the organisers were able to
* obtain favourable rates and the benefits of professional
staffing (to be seen in the excellent arrangements for cater-
ing and the bar, for caretaking and for reprographics in
terms. of advance notice, the programme and the final
report).

The programme was drawn up six months in advance: a
necessity in order to get good speakers (who all, incident-
ally, offered their services gratis). Advance publicity was
sent out in November 1983; 200 letters were despatched,
with notices in The Irish Post and The Times Educational
Supplement. By the end of December, the initial closing
date, we had had about 20 replies; we decided to extend the
registration period to the end of January. This turned out to
be a wise move, as we finished up with 90-plus registrat-
ions, with another 20 turning up on the day. It is worth
noting that informal contacts played a large role here, as
did individual enthusiasm (e.g. Fr Taaffe in Birmingham
distributed photocopied notices from the Post).

As 500 detailed ‘Conference Reports have been printed
and distributed nationwide, it is intended here to cover the
guest speakers’ contributions only in brief. Tim Ottevang-
er, Multicultural Adviser to Leicester LEA, commenced
the morning session with a general survey of government
attitudes to immigration and education over the last 25
years. This was a useful information backcloth for those
new to the issues. He agreed that the Irish and other white
ethnic groups should be embraced within the essentially
related areas of cultural pluralism and anti-racist educat-
ion. There should be no distinction made between black
and white minority groups while it should be accepted that
black people are visibly different and therefore face extra
dimensions in racism.

The second contribution came from Tom Arkell, Senior
Lecturer in Arts Education at Warwick University.and
founder-member of the EEC Irish Studies Project. Using
home-produced slides, he gave the-background to the
commendable achievements in junior school initiatives in
Coventry. He stressed that the Project’s appiroach to Irish
Studies had been to explore ways in which Irish topics can
be developed within a school’s existing curriculum and not
to advocate any form of self-contained course on Irish
Studies (full details in Warwick University’s Institute of
Education journal, Compass, vo. 3, no. 1, summer 1982,
and also in the Conference Report). Teachers were invited
by Mr Arkell to contact him with a view to obtaining
samples of the Project’s teaching materials for their own
use and evaluation.

Irish Studies in secondary establishments were tackled in
the afternoon session by Barry Dufour, Lecturer in Educat-
ion and Course Director in Multicultural Education at the
School of Education, Leicester University. He stressed the
effects of the two factors of the size of the Irish community
in England and the exigencies caused by the Northern Irish
situation. He went on to suggest a model for approaching
Irish Studies: it is a rationale, a guideline and a cognitive
map which needs to be studied by teacher educators, tea-
chers and secondary school pupils. The essential themes,
perspectives and approaches were categorised as: termin-
ology; geographys; history; key events; comparative studies
of the 6/26 counties; language issues; religion; famous
people; discrimination and disadvantage; community poli-
tics; cultural activities and self-help; community media; the
arts; and education issues (e.g. integration/segregation in
Northern Ireland). He stressed the role of Irish Studies in
Britain as a journal for discussion and dissemination and
the role of IBRG branches and individuals in practical
terms of adoption, development and evaluation.

The final speaker was Ivan Gibbons, editor of Irish Stu-
dies in Britain and Community Education Worker at the
Hammersmith and North Kensington Institute of Adult
Education (formexly the Addison Institute). He looked at
sources of demand 6t and the content of existing provision
and went on to ponder certain crucial issues: why do some
LEAs and certain sections of the Irish community take the
view that the Irish are not an ethnic minority; why doesn’t
the Irish community generally make efforts to combat rac-
ism and do so in common with other similarly affected
groups?

In particular, he looked at the contradiction in relations
between ILEA and the Irish community in London. Good
intentions are worthless if not followed up by committed
LEA activity, e.g. the failure to fund the two-year part-
time Diploma in Irish Studies for educators at the North
London Polytechnic which would cost the comparatively
meagre sum of £6,000.

The role played by the eight discussion groups at the
conference was tremendously encouraging. A gauge of the
enthusiasm was the necessity for all groups to take extra
time. Important issues were debated and solutions can-
vassed; vital questions such as the relationship of Catholic



School education to questions of Irish identity were dis-
cussed. (Those interested in this field might look with
interest to the report due to be issued later this year by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales con-
cerning Catholic educatjon in a multiracial, multicultural
society. The report is based on a survey of attitudes and
practices in 50 RC primary and secondary schools in Eng-
land and Wales, six teacher training colleges and four sem-
inaries.

Other important issues discussed related to resources,
funding, curriculum development, community attitudes,
ihe experiences of teachers across the educational age
range and the role of the IBRG as a pressure group in the
educational field.

Three bookstalls were set up for the conference with
much relevant material; examples of resource packs,
audio-visual units, children’s books, textbooks, posters
and specially arranged sheet music were available.

The conference represented a cross-section in gender
and geographical terms. Commitments were made by rep-
resentatives from Manchester and Leicester LEAs to con-
sider introducing in-service training in their respective ar-
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eas. Roy Blackman of Manchester LEA later made a for-
mal proposal at the recent AGM of NAME (the National
Association for Multiracial Education) for closer and sus-
tained liaison between NAME and Irish community bod-
ies. It is up to these to take up the challenge.

In all, S00 Conference Reports have been sent to:
—all RC teacher training establishments;
—other such establishments with multicultural depart-
ments;
—senior HMIs and all traceable multicultural advisers;
—all professional organisations in the field (e.g. NAME,
CRE, CUES, IRR, BCC, AFFOR, ALTAREF, BIAS,
etc.);
—Irish community bodies.

Further copies of the full report are available from MrN.
Danaher, Soar Valley College, Gleneagles Avenue, Leic-
ester, LE4 7GY. A conference for 1985 is planned.

(Nessan Danaher is Head of History at Soar Valley' Com-
munity College, Leicester, and is IBRG Education Officer
and organiser of the Leicester Irish Studies Conference.)

IBRG EDUCATION COLUMN

There has been a tremendous response to the recent nat-
ional Education Conference (see report in this issue).

In Leicester, the IBRG submission on the place of the
Irish dimension in the multi-ethnic framework is reflected
in the LEA draft report; so too is the Irish Studies syllabus
which was offered for the 10-week Irish Studies course last
autumn. This latter item forms a separate appendix to the
report. A similar adult education course has been planned
for this autumn.

The Haringey branch of the IBRG has organised two
in-service training sessions on Irish Studies for local teach-
ers. These are scheduled for June 30 and September 22,
1984. Full details available from Brid Keenan, Tottenham
College of Technology (tel. 01-801-6193) who is organising
the sessions.

Birmingham LEA multicultural development section is
planning a similar in-service course on 2nd March 1985.
Full details from Dr David Riddell at the Bordesley Ccutre
(tel. 021-772-5912). Also, by January 1985 this LEA will
have appointed its first specialist on the Irish in the multi-
cultural context. This is probably the first such appoint-
ment at a national level — the first of many, we hope.

The School of Education at Leicester University ran its
tirst Irish Studies INSET course for 25 PGCE students on
25 May. The multicultural course director, Barry Dufour,
invited the IBRG EO Nessan Danaher to deliver a two-
hour talk. Teacher trainees were shown the BBC Open
Door programme on the Irish in Britain made last year by
Manchester IBRG; they were given an analysis of factors
affecting the education of second-generation Irish in Brit-
ish schools, lists of current references for further research
and contacts for developing Irish Studies. (This latter in-
formation is relevant to all age groups and aspects of Irish
Studies; further copies available from IBRG EO, Soar
Valley College, Gleneagles Avenue, Leicester, LE4 7GY.)

In Manchester, the IBRG have been very active in the
educational field. they have run, in conjunction with the
College of Further Education (061-273-5335), two very
successful Irish Studies courses. The local organiser, Dec-
lan O’Neill, is hoping to run two courses a year. Visiting
speakers have covered a variety of topics; the media, the
Irish in Lancashire, James Connolly and Irish TUs, and the
film ‘The Cause of Ireland’. The duration of the courses
was five and four weeks respectively.

Leicester IBRG, in association with Soar Valley College

(tel. 0533-669625) have organised their second, 10-week,
Irish Studies course, to run on Wednesdays, commencing
3rd October. Guest speakers will include Donal Mac Amh-
laigh; Liz Curtis, Tom Paulin on his own poetical works,
and Dr Harrison (Sheffield University) on Seamus Hean-
ey. Last year’s course attracted 40 enrolments; we hope to
repeat this achievement for the new course.

At the DES in London, the multicultural specialist HMI
John Singh, has responded positively to the IBRG Educat-
ion Conference Report. As well as offering a place to the
IBRG EO at a forthcoming four-day DES conference on
‘Advisory work in a multi-ethnic society’, he made some
interesting comments on our educational endeavours:

‘May I also thank you for bringing to my attention details
of the IBRG and its general aims. You have obviously
tapped into an area of concern and interest which seems to
have been largely ignored at the formal level of education
in the past. The broadly represented attendance at the
conference suggests that there is a substantial desire for
development of this issue and no doubt coherent and prac-
tical approaches will begin to emerge as a result. There is
obviously, from my reading of the conference papers, still
considerable confusion and uncertainty as to exactly what
Irish studies should contain and where precisely they
should fit into the curriculum. On the one hand there seems
to be the suggestion that there should be an infusion into a
broader ‘multicultural’ apprach which would take account
of Irish experience and achievements alongside other ex-
periences and on the other the papers also seem to suggest
something more discrete as a definable subject for study.
This latter approach might be characterised as similar to
‘Black Studies’ which was largely aimed at black students
and has long since disappeared from serious consideration
as an-educationally sound approach. There is also the prob-
lem as to how far schools should be in the business of
confirming children in their own cultures as against draw-
ing upon them and reflecting them in content and approa-
ches. And this takes us into the area of relative responsibil-
ities in the maintenance of cultures of the community con-
cerned and the wholly maintained educational sector.

"Of course you will be well aware of all these and other
complexities which are by no means totally resolved in
relation to other ethnic minority groups although there is
considerable progress in some LEAs and schools. I think
you are right to be involved with other developments in the
multicultural field as there is a lot of experience by now to
draw upon.’
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THE CHANGING FACE OF THE IRISH
IN BRITAIN

Ivan Gibbons

The Irish community in Britain in the 1980s is a changing
one. It is changing demographically, culturally, socially
and politically. These changes have accelerated through
the past decade so that we are now faced with an Irish
community in a state of metamorphosis — engaged in throw-
ing off the outmoded attitudes, characteristics and organis-
ational structures of former years but unsure as to what this
process will evolve into.

It is sobering to realise that there has been a substantial
Irish population in Britain even since before the first great
population exodus from Ireland during and following the
1845-48 Famine. However the visible evidence of a large
and vibrant Irish community in terms of its community
structures and organisational framework dates back over
only the past three decades, the era in which until fairly
recently large numbers of Irish people were forced by
adverse economic conditions in Ireland allied to the attract-
ions of an expanding British economy, out of their home-
land to make a living for themselves (and later their famil-
ies) in Britain.

According to the 1981 British census there are now
350,000 Irish-born people living in the island of Britain.
This figure indicates a substantial 15% decline on the 1971
figure of 957,000. The bulk of this decline has been amon-
gst those born in the 26 counties (709,000 to 607,000). The
relatively small net decline for the 6 counties (248,000 to
242,000) can be accounted for by the amount of emigration
from Northern Ireland to Britain as a result of political
unrest there.

There are three main factors accounting for the overall
decline in the Irish population in Britain. These are:

(i) a substantial number returning to Ireland

(ii) relatively few new arrivals

(iii) a high mortality rate amongst the Irish in Britain

It is estimated that 71,000 Irish people returned to Ireland
from Britain between 1971 and 1981. Furthermore only
5,000 Irish born people are now permanently settling in
Britain per annum. However the most sigificant factor for
this overall decline is the high mortality rate. The Irish in
Britain now constitute an ageing population consisting lar-
gely of those who left Ireland in the 1940s and 1950s.
466,000 (58%) of the Irish-born community in Britain are
over 45 years of age. 176,000 (22%) are of pensionable age
and the Irish in Britain are dying at a rate of 35 per day.

Since the middle of the 19th century, the Irish in Britain
have constituted the largest ethnic minority. They still do,
but only just. By the time of the next census (1991) they will

have been overtaken by the Asian and Afro- Caribbean |

communities.

The vast majority (770,000) of the Irish in Britain live in
England. 20,000 live in Wales and 60,000 live in Scotland
(33,000 from Northern Ireland and 27,000 from the South)
235,000 live in the Greater London area: 195,000 in the
Midlands but only 21,000 in Merseyside, traditionally re-
garded as Irish area up until the Second World War.

It is obvious that welfare services organised by the Irish
community themselves to meet the needs of the Irish in
Britain must plan on directing an increasing amount of
their resources towards caring for the elderly single home-

less Irish in ‘Britain. 16% of Irish born males living in
Britain aged over 45 are single compared to the national
average of 9%. A growing number have no relations in
Britain and they are in danger of losing contact with relat-
ives in Ireland. Many who worked on the ‘lump’ system in
the building trade have no financial security in old age. As
well as providing financial security, work is also a vehicle
for social interaction. With the loss of work (either through
unemployment or retirement) many run the risk of experi-
encing problems of excessive drinking and indeed home-
lessness.

It is unlikely that large scale emigration to Britain will
occur again in the foreseeable future. The ‘pull’ factors,
e.g. a buoyant labour market, which traditionally attracted
people to Britain, no longer operate in the British econ-
omy.

The Irish in Britain now generally constitute an upwardly
mobile middle-class community. More Irish people now
live in the north west London suburbs of Harrow and
Wembley than live in traditional inner city Irish areas such
as Kilburn and Cricklewood. The future of the Irish com-
munity in Britain now lies in the hands of the second-
generation — British-born children and young adults of Irish
parentage. Organisations within the community which do
not appeal to the second generation will have a limited

ex1stence The Irish in Britain who arrlved in the late 40s
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and 50s were mainly from a Catholic rural background.
Inevitably and naturally they organised themselves along
lines which reminded them of the country they had left, e.g.
parish and county associations. However these organisat-
ions continue to project in the 1980s a romantic image of
the Ireland of the post-war years — an image which in
Ireland itself is extinct. For this reason many of the tradit-
ional structures of the Irish community in Britain offer and
mean little to young people born in Britain of Irish parents.
This has serious implications for the future of the Irish
community as it is to these young people that it has to look
if it is going to retain an identity and viability as a distinct
community. These organisatiosn prove unattractive to
second-generation Irish people simply because they main-
tain images of an Ireland which sophisticated, cosmopol-
itan British-born Irish people have no experience of them-
selves. Yet substantial numbers of second-generation Irish
in Britain are beginning to take an interest in the culture
and heritage of their parents’ homeland.

This phenomenon has been growing rapidly over the past
decade as the conflict in Northern Ireland continues in
Britain to put the Irish and British in opposite camps.
Related to this is the upsurge in anti-Irish prejudice in
Britain, whether in the media, in the form of the introduct-
ion of the Prevention of Terrorism Act or the threat to
remove the franchise from Irish people living in Britain. In
such a climate young people born of Irish parents, if not the
parents themselves, have been forced to re-assess their
Irishness and begin to assert their ethnic identity through
attending Irish language classes, getting involved in tradit-
ional music, learning about Irish history or, in general,
finding out more’ about the cultural background of their
parents’ country of origin. All these activities are experi-
encing a boom at the moment, especially amongst the
second generation who have the confidence and assertive-
ness about their Irishness which their parents never had.

The relationship of the Irish community in Britain to the
indigenous population and to other ethnic minorities is a
peculiar one. Speaking (more or less!) the same language
and being the same colour as the host community they can
relatively easily absorb themselves into the fabric of the
host community if they choose to — and many do. This
process of assimilation is facilitated by the high inter-
marriage rate (relative to other ethnic groups) with the
British-born population and this is one of the major reasons
for the failure of the second generation in the past to
maintain an identification with Ireland.

There is now, however, a growing awareness amongst
many second generation Irish as to the fact of their cultural
heritage and marks a difference of outlook between these
younger people and their parents who by and large are
more inhibited and less assertive than their offspring. This
is true in the political as well as in the cultural and social
spheres. The Irish in Britain have traditionally been active-
ly involved in the British labour and trade union move-
ments but have tended to steer clear of organising politic-
ally on the issue of Northern Ireland and Anglo-Irish relat-
ions. It is only recently that younger more dynamic ele-
ments of the Irish community have started to campaign
against, for example, the Prevention of Terrorism Act;
anti-Irish racism and the threat to withdraw Irish voting
rights in Britain. In a relatively short period (since the 1981
hunger strike) there has developed a sense of urgency and
militancy amongst the younger section of the community
which is in stark contrast to the traditional cautious app-
roach of the established Irish community towards these
issues. However the belief that the large Irish vote in Brit-
ain, if properly mobilised and voting along ethnic lines, can
be an influential factor in determining the outcome of
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British elections is fast fading. The statistics of a declining
population bear witness to this as does this dispersal of the
Irish population throughout the country and out of the
‘Irish’ areas of the inner city.

What does the future hold for the Irish in Britain? What
lessons can be learnt from the factors outlined above? Firstly,
the question must be asked ‘Why is it that throughout
history the Irish community in Britain has been unable to
establish itself beyond the first generation and take its place
as a permanent and deep-rooted community, independent
and self-reliant?’ In the past Irish identity has disappeared
with the passing of the first generation. However, this has
always been masked by repeated influxes of Irish people
arriving in Britain keeping that community alive. But gen-
erally the second and third generations have become assim-
ilated into British society. There are psychological factors
involved in this. Ireland is, after all, only one hour’s flying
time from Britain and this contributes to a lack of feeling of
permanency for the Irish who live in Britain. =

It is this phenomenon, this feeling of not being in Britain
to stay, which has in the past subconsciously inhibited many
Irish people from putting their roots down in this country -
of being in Britain but not of it. Compare this, for example,
with the cohesiveness and sense of pride prevalent in the
Irish community in America, 3,000 miles away. The geo-
graphical proximity of Ireland to Britain offers a crutch to
many Irish people, sufficient for them not to establish
themselves as an independent, self-reliant community with
their own history and their own experiences which they
could take pride in for their own sake without necessarily
having to cast their minds wistfully back to Ireland. This is
buttressed by the conviction prevalent amongst many Irish
people in Britain that they are living in ‘enemy territory’
and are here on sufferance only.

A combination of all the above factors has inhibited the
Irish in Britain from becoming a fully-fledged Irish com-
munity. Such growth is stunted by an over-reliance on the
proximity of Ireland itself as well as by a lack of confidence
in the value of their own traditions and history as the oldest
ethnic community in Britain. If the Irish community in
Britain is to survive into the 21st century it will have to
depend on the second generation especially as there is no
likelihood-of a fresh infusion of Irish-born members to that
community. Many of the second generation seem to have
the confidence which their parents lacked. They seem not
to be afraid of standing up and stressing their ‘British-
Irishness’. They are not so reliant on Irish institutions in
Ireland whether it be the Catholic Church or any other
organisation, as their parents were. It is they who will
establish, hopefully, an independent-minded and dynamic
British/Irish community which will seek sustenance and
re-assurance from its own history and experience as a com-
munity in Britain.

(Ivan Gibbons is a London Irish Studies tutor and editor of
the ‘Irish Studies in Britain’ journal. This article first ap-
peared in the March 1984 issue of ‘Ireland Today’, the
bulletin of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Dublin.)
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, LEARNING FROM THE CELTS
How to acquire a knowledge of Irish

Micheal O Domhnallain

Many people are registering at evening classes to learn Irish
but not succeeding in attaining fluency in the language. The
high rate of fall-out between beginners and intermediate/
advanced classes was demonstrated in a previous article in
‘Irish Studies in Britain’ (No. 4): As part of the conference
‘London and the Future of the Celtic Languages’ held in
January under the auspices of the Celtic League and Con-
radh na Gaeilge, a panel of five teachers of the Celtic
languages in London adult education classes discussed
their approaches to teaching and the needs of learners. By
joining with these teachers of the other Celtic languages the
Irish can gain access to a wider range of skills, experience
and advice than is otherwise available. What then did we
learn on this occasion?

Ifan Lloyd, who chaired the panel, has experience of
learning both Cornish and Irish as well as his native Welsh.
He argued that a great deal of demoralisation about the
possibility of reviving the Celtic languages is caused by
those who have tried but failed to master them, and that
this was perhaps especially so in the case of Irish, a lan-
guage no harder for an English speaker to learn than Ger-
man. He suggested therefore that much of the reason for
this must be that people are not giving enough time to the
job for, if enough time is devoted to learning a language
with tolerable teaching, the learner more or less cannot
fail; none of us having failed to learn our first language as
children and those who learn Hebrew, a rather difficult
language, in an ulpan invariably emerge with complete
command of it after 1,000 hours of lessons spread over 5
months. Even the much more modest Welsh ulpanim, in-
volving about 125 hours of instruction spread over 10
weeks, produce people able to talk and read enough Welsh
that they nearly always go on to master the language.

Séan O Dénalldin (Irish) took up the point saying that
much more time needs to be given to learning Irish than the
majority of students at adult education classes do give it.
Attending one class a week for about 40 weeks of the year
and possibly giving at the most a couple of hours per week
to it at home isn’t sufficient to become fluent in Irish, at
least not within two or three years. John Roberts (Welsh)
agreed, saying that many people come to his classes think-
ing they can learn Welsh just be attending a class for 1Y2
hours per week alone. When they find they make so little
progress in this way they begin to stop coming. On telling
his students that they need to put in at least another 6 hours
per week on top of the class itself for three years there are
always gasps of amazement: many people just aren’t pre-
pared to put in the amount of additional time necessary to
learn the language, or else they cannot find that time am-
ongst their other activities. Kenneth MacDonald (Scots
Gaelic), in agreeing that people probably have to put in an
hour every day in addition to the time they spend at their
evening class, said that for most people this inevitably
means replacing other activities such as watching television

and whether a person was prepared to do this depended on
the drive behind their desire to learn. A fierce nationalistic
drive is behind the successful example of Hebrew but stud-
ents attending Celtic language classes in London have a
very wide variety of aims: the ‘fierce nationalist’ may want
to learn to speak, read and write the language in the short-
est possible time and be happy to put in the necessary
effort, but others have more limited aims and may, for
example, only want to acquire enough of the language to be

‘able to read poetry or legends and may not be particulrly

concerned about learning to speak it. Nevertheless, Sean O
Donallain said that we should remember that even with the
present unsatisfactory situation, people who only come to
classes for a short time or who do not put in the necessary
time between classes do gain something from their efforts,
they receive at least an introduction to the language and
this is especially important for the second generation who
are not taught Irish at school. The classes also often help
those who are shy and diffident to become more outward-
going.

Janig Stephens (Breton) suggested that to be able to
speak a Celtic language is not merely a question of the
amount of time a students put into learning it as such, but
rather the amount of interaction a learner has with other
speakers. The problem in London is that many learners
attend a class for one or two hours per week and then for
the rest of the week have no opportunity to obtain any
reinforcement with others of what they have learnt. This is
obviously much more of a problem for people learning the
Celtic languages than for those learning say French or
German where there are far more opportunities to meet
other learners and speakers of the language. Pauline
P’Rhys (Cornish) told how the small numbers of Cornish
speakers in London try to meet frequently in houses and
pubs to talk in Cornish and that beginners are invited even
if only mostly to listen. There is perhaps more scope within
the Irish community for informal discussion groups which
are nevertheless structured to allow relative beginners to
benefit and participate. Kenneth MacDonald however cau-
tioned that it can be quite hard to persuade students to
speak to each other in Gaelic because they seem to feel the
exercise is spurious if they are not talking to a native
speaker. It is difficult to say if this same problem occurs
with Irish students, although for whatever reason it is prob-
ably true to say that it is not easy to get first year students to
even exchange basic phrases in Irish of their own accord
and this is to their own detriment.

Given that most students will not have much opportunity
to use what Irish they know with others outside of the class,
the panel was asked how they should best practise. John
Roberts stressed the importance of listening to cassettes of
the language being studied. The difficulty with tapes is that
they can be in different versions of the languge, a problem
not just confined to Irish but to at least Welsh and Breton as
well, and this can be discouraging for the student. It is also
frequently the case with students of Irish that having pur-



chased one of the several available textbook and cassette
courses, the student no longer feels the need to travel to an
evening class, forgetting that to succeed in speaking a lang-
uage he/she needs the opportunity to talk to others that the
class presents, let alone the encouragement and individual
assistance a good teacher can give them. Kenneth Mac-
Donald said that the use of tapes should be supplemented
by reading aloud. Sean O Dénalldin felt it is important for
beginners to start with simple things such as finding the
words for the items purchased on’'a weekly visit to the
supermarket and not to try to tackle, even with a diction-
ary, books or articles in newspapers or magazines that
he/she is unlikely to understand. Ifan Lloyd suggested that
teachers might consider setting homework. This would of
course increase the teachers’ workload considerably. Sean
O Ddnalldin said that at the very least there should always
be time before the class to discuss individual problems and
that since most teachers are paid, their students should
make them work to the full. John Roberts said that he sets
his students some written work to do at home, for while
learning to speak the language remains the priority it is
important to be able to read its literature as well.

If in order to be successtul students have to devote so
much time and effort to learning the language, their teach-
er needs to be able to find ways of helping them to make
that commitment. One way is by the range of aids and
inducements that are provided as part of the course itself.
There seemed little enthusiasm amongst the panel for lan-
guage laboratories but one suggestion was made for more
examination courses. This would seem a rather heavy-
handed way of motivating adult students. Kenneth Mac-
Donald said that although ‘O’ and ‘A’ level Scots Gaelic
could be taken in London, on the whole most students
didn’t seem to want to be bothered with examinations.
Sean O Dénalldin mentioned the ‘Fainne’ oral test which
gives peope an outward badge to indicate that they have
some Irish and would be prepared to speak it to others.
This of course is quite different to traditional exams which
tend to encourage reading and writing rather than speaking
a language. As a way of motivating students the Cornish
have a series of three graded annual examinations set by
the Cornish Language Board, the first of which is taken
after only one year’s study, and for each grade there is a
special certificate for successful candidates.

On broader issues of teaching, Janig Stephens pointed
out that all the Celtic languages share two characteristics
that cause problems. Firstly. the Celtic languages are min-
ority languages which even in their own homelands are not
actually necessary for the student to be able to speak be-
cause ultimately one can communicate in English (or in the
case of Bretons, French). This in itself must be a significant
negative influence on the commitment of many students.
Secondly, in the Celtic languages there are relatively fewer
teaching aids available than in the major European lang-
uages and thus proportionately more responsibility is
placed on the teacher to devise schemes of work and ways
of making the lessons sufficiently interesting to avoid bore-
dom amongst the students. But, as Ifan Lloyd suggested,
the Celtic languages are often taught in London by people
who may have little formal training in teaching methods
while at the same time the teaching of languages was ack-
nowledged as one of the most difficult fields of teaching in
adult evening classes. Kenneth MacDonald, however,
stressed the importance of the need to find people who
have the gift of communication and Janig Stephens re-
emphasised that in the context of the minority status of the
Celtic languages, the tutor’s role is not just to teach the
language but to keep up the students’ motivation as well.
Ifan Lloyd said that teachers could work through a textbook
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from begninning to end, although John Roberts argued
that while a textbook can indeed be valuable as a scheme of
work, merely plodding through a te;xtbook each week dis-
courages students and much more 1s negded. Many of the
[rish language textbooks are not well _sulted to use in Lon-
don evening classes. The accompanying exhibition at the
conference highlighted one popular Welsh course which at
the end of each lesson has a number of suggestions for
further activity in the classroom to enable students to make
use of what they have learnt so that very quickly, even as
beginners, they are encouraged to act out scenes and use
dialogues in a wide variety of games and other situations.
As a final piece of advice, Kenneth MacDon_ald suggested
that many teachers might benefit from starting to learn a
new language themselves as this would quickly bring home
to them the problems that the student can face.

In 1981/82 there were 12 Irish language classes in Lon-.
don. In 1983/84 there are 22 classes, a virtual doubling in
only two years. Irish classes now account for just over half
of the adult education classes in the six Celtic languages in
London. But starting more and more classes will not in
itself lead to an upsurge in the number of fluent Irish
speakers. The tutors in the panel discussion at the Con-
ference clearly regarded the most important factor in att-
aining fluency in the language as the time and effort any
student is prepared to put in outside the class. Their experi-
ence shows that too many of the students who register each
year cannot come to terms with the need to undertake, of
their own accord, at least 800 hours of study over three
years in addition to attending the basic weekly class. The
results of this are reflected in the small numbers who suc-
ceed in mastering the languages. At the Conference John
Roberts said that the idea that Welsh was a difficult lang-
uage was probably a fallacy perpetrated by the Welsh
themselves — one suspects this applies equally to the Irish.
Nevertheless, as more than one speaker mentioned, it is
also important for students to expect high standards from
their own teachers. This means using up-to-date and stimu-
lating teaching methods and showing an awareness and
understanding of the wide range of needs that the students
in each class will have. It also means providing, through
their own skills of communication and enthusiasm, a firm
basis for the motivation that the student will need to ensure
his/her commitment to many hours of effective study out-
side the class, and to the enjoyment of it.

(The author is Chairman of London Conradh na Gaeilge.)
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IRISH STUDIES

IN A dir ; in i
ectory of local authority evening classes in
LONDON Greater London starting September 1984

No.5  1984/5
INTRODUCTION

This is the fifth edition of the ‘Irish Studies in London’ directory of adult education classes in this wide-ranging,
interesting and topical subject. Such classes are an informative and enjoyable means of finding out about the rich and
varied traditions of the neighbouring island about which we hear much but unfortunately seem to know little. These
classes an provide a forum in which the cultural gap between Irish and British people can be bridged as well as
offering an opportunity to Irish people or young adults born in this country of Irish parents to renew or make
acquaintance with their cultural heritage. :

" Potential students need no formal qualifications to join these classes. Although most are geared towards the
academic year (September to June) many start at times in the year other than September and not all are necessarily
year-long courses. All however, whether they be six weeks or six months long, require their students to attend
usually a two-hour session, once a week. ;

Each local authority has its own fee structure, usually quite reasonable. The largest authority, the ILEA,
charges £22 for a two-hour class meeting once a week for the academic year (30 weeks). Fees vary from authority to
authority and generally people living outside the authority providing the class have to pay 50% extra if they want to
enrol. Enquire by phone if you are in any doubt. There are reduced rates for pensioners, claimants and students
under 18 (although these are primarily adult classes they are often the only opportunity young people born of Irish
parents have of learning about an important part of their cultural heritage). There are also a number of classes where

Free with ‘Irish Studies in Britain’ (Not to be sold separately)

parents and children can learn together.

Most adult education centres have enrolment sesssions prior to the opening of the class where you can join and
pay your fee. Once again, ring the centre for details of enrolment.

This directory is divided according to subject matter although an interesting and welcome development is the
growth of workshops where you can sample a variety of classes in the same evening.

The headings are:

(1) General Irish Studies including history; current affairs; the Irish in Britain; etc.

(2) Literature

(3) Language

(4) Dancing

(5) Traditional Music

The information contained was correct at time of publication (July 1984) but may ahve subsequently changed. Please
check with the relevant authority as this directory does not accept responsibility for any error. We would like to thank
all tutors and organisers who helped in putting this information together.

1: GENERAL IRISH
STUDIES COURSES
(history; current affairs; Irish
in Britain, etc.

INNER LONDON EDUCATION AUTHORITY
Fees for ILEA classes: £22 a year (three terms)
(£9 a term, £4 summer term)

HAMMERSMITH AND NORTH KENSINGTON ADULT
EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)

Mary Boon Branch; Earsby Street, W14 (opposite Olympia)
(603 7271 after 6pm)

NORTHERN IRELAND—A DIVIDED SOCIETY
Tuesdays 7.15-9.15 for 12 weeks starting 25 September—fee £9
In addition to providing the historical and political background to the
current crisis, this course will examine the structure of Northern Ireland
society (class, religion, education, economy, drama and literature) and in
particular the characteristics of the loyalist community.

TUTOR: ALAN PARKINSON

IRISH WOMEN IN BRITISH SOCIETY
Mondays 7-9 for 12 weeks starting 24 December—fee £9
Irish people are the largest ethnic minority group in London, yet little has
been recorded of their experience. Over half are women and their history
is almost invisible. Women’s experiences of arriving, working here, bring-
ing up children etc., and the pressures they face as immigrants are differ-
ent, in many ways, to those of Irish men. This course will cover the history
of women’s immigration, employment, comparison with other women
immigrants, anti-Irish racism, second generation identity, etc. It will be of
particular interest to women of Irish origin.

TUTOR: MARY LENNON

Last-Chance Centre
Masbro Road, W14 (603 7118)

BRITISH RACISM: THE BLACK AND IRISH EXPERIENCE

Mondays 7.15-9.15 for 6 weeks starting 7 January—fee £4.80

The purpose of this course is to highlight the major similarities and

differences between the experience of the black and Irish communities in

this country. The course will examine with the aid of guest speakers and

appropriate audio-visual materials colonialism, labour migration, the

forms and contents of British racism, institutionalised racism in 19th and

20th century Britain, current experiences and anti-racist strategies.
TUTOR: MARY HICKMAN



ISLINGTON ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Montem School, Hornsey Road, N7 (272 1987)

There will be two courses: (i) ‘The Irish Diaspora’, looking at parallels
between the Irish in Britain and those in Australia, Canada and the L{mtqd
States; (ii) Irish Oral History Group in conjunction with the Irish in
Islington Elderly Support Group. Contact the Irish in Islington Project
(272 1771) for further details.

TOWER HAMLETS ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
George Green Centre, Manchester Road, E14 (790 3358)

IRISH STUDIES
Tuesdays 7-9 for 12 weeks from 25 September
12 classes on Irish history since the Act of Union 1801
TUTOR: BERNARD CANAVAN
WORKING MEN’S COLLEGE
Crowndale Road, NW1 (387 2037)

THE IRISH IN BRITAIN

Wednesdays 6.30-8.30 for 6 weeks from 17 October—fee £4 +£2 college
membership (75% reduction retired, unemployed)

This class will look at Irish migration to Britain from the second half of the
18th century to the 1970s. It will look at the role of Irish people in British
society, their numbers, what they did, where they settled. It will look at
some of the factors affecting Irish culture and politics in Britain as well as
the role of the church and the increasing interest in Irish culture amongst
second generation Irish people in Britain. We will also examine some of
the causes which have affected emigration from Ireland including the

Famine and changes in agriculture.
TUTOR: BERNARD CANAVAN

(a Workers Educational Association course)

IRISH STUDIES
Wednesdays 6.30-8.30 for 12 weeks starting 9 January—fee £8 +£2 college

membership (75% reduction retired, unemployed)

* 12 classes on Irish history since the Act of Union 1801. Among the topics

examined are changes in Irish agriculture; relations between landlord and
tenant; the effect of British industrialisation on the Irish economy and the
plight of the migrant labourer. The course will also cover the main devel-
opments in Irish politics: Catholic Emancipation; Repeal; the Famine; the
Parnellite party and Independence as well as the role of the Irish in
Britain. 3 i

TUTOR: BERNARD CANAVAN
(a Workers Educational Association course)

OTHER AUTHORITIES AND ORGANISATIONS

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, GOLDSMITH’S COLLEGE SCHOOL OF
ADULT AND COMMUNITY STUDIES
38 Lewisham Way, New Cross, SE14 (692 7171 x 2151; Peter Bindley)

IRISH ASPECTS
Mondays 7-9 for 2 terms (24 weeks) from 24 September—fee £17.50
A two-term course covering a wide range of topics for those with an
interest in things Irish including music, literature, drama, social and
political development. This course will involve lectures, discussions, film
and theatre outings.

VARIOUS SPEAKERS

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Gower Street, WC1 (Extra-Mural Department 636 8000)

IRELAND: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY SINCE 1700
Tuesdays 6.30-8 for 2 terms (24 weeks) from 9 October—fee £28
Now is an exciting time to study Irish history. Our view of Ireland’s past is
being extensively revised with the old nationalist pieties yielding place to
more complicated reviews of what has happened. Historians have been
looking afresh at a whole range of issues — the Act of Union, the Famine,
landlords, 1916, De Valera, Partition, the role of women - and finding
their long-held beliefs have been little more than myths.
No previous knowledge required. Illustrated.
TUTOR: MICHAEL TIERNEY

LONDON BOROUGH OF CROYDON
Coombe CIiff Adult Education Centre, Coombe Road, Croydon (681 2831)

KEY ISSUES IN IRISH HISTORY
Tuesdays 7.30-9.30 for 12 weeks starting 17 October—fee £25 —enrol from
1 August (course no. AE9)
The past two decades have seen a war raging within the United Kingdom.
The historical causes of the present situation will be examined in the hope
of throwing greater light and understanding on the Irish issue.
TUTOR: PETER NEVILLE
(a University of London Extra-Mural course)

FOREST
ONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM
k’lcEntee Centre, Billet Road, E17 (Bob Tennant: 527 4110)

: XPERIENCE
THE ROOTS OF RACISM: THE IR:ISH E ]
Thursdays 7.30-9.30 for 1 term starting 13 September—fee £12 approy .
price under 18; £3 retired and supplementary benefit claimants; tree

" unemployed)

We will study 800 years of the Anglo—lrish colc?nial relationship and tpe
extent to which racist stereotyping affects social and political relatig.

ins. How does the Irish experience compare to other colonised peopleg?
Ships TUTOR: STEVE BRENNAY

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT
Aylestone Centre, Aylestone Avenue, NW6
(451 0088 or 459 8199 Eileen Doherty)

IRISH HISTORY
Thursdays 7-9 for 3 terms starting 13 September—fee £12 approx.
TUTOR: MICHAEL O CALLANAIN

STRATFORD IRISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Colegrave School, Heniker Road, E15 (534 8760; Ian Olley)

IRISH HISTORY AND CULTURE
Mondays 7-9.30 (all year round with guest speakers)(a WEA-supported
class)

2: LITERATURE

INNTER LONDON EDUCATION AUTHORITY
Fees for ILEA classes: £22 a year (three terms)
(£9 a term; £4 summer term) y

PUTNEY-WANDSWORTH ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Hotham School, Charlwood Road, SW15 (789 8255)

JAMES JOYCE’S ‘ULYSSES’ THROUGH HOMER, AQUINAS,
DANTE AND IBSEN

Wednesdays 10.15-12.15 (mornings) for 24 meetings starting 26 September

TUTOR: TREVOR DODDE

(a University of London Extra-Mural cours)

HAMMERSMITH AND NORTH KENSINGTON ADULT EDUCATION
INSTITUTE (ILEA)

Mary Boon Branch, Earsby Street, W14 (opposite Olympia)

(603 7271 after 6 pm) ]

MODERN IRISH LITERATURE

Tuesdays 7-9 for 12 weeks starting 8 January

An examination of recent 19th and 20th century Irish achievements in

English literature. As well as examining the giants in the field (Wilde,

Joyce, Shaw, O’Casey, Yeats and Beckett, etc.) the course will examine

the parallels between Ireland and recent literature from the Third World.
TUTOR: KIERAN McGOVERN

'BUSH BOOKS

Hardbacks IRISH “;RITERS
: RAVEL
paperbacks, HISTORY

Novels, Cook Books,
Gardening Books, Film Books,
Occult Books, Poetry Books,

POLITICS

Books, Photography Books
Critical Books, Romantic

.Books, Sex Books, PhilosoN s
Theat,rical Books, Psychologﬂ -
Biographical Books, Art BoSZ 2R
Historical Books. Childcare Books. Langliage Books.

BUSH BOOKS

144 Shepherds Bush Centre
LONDON w12
[C1] 749 7652




3: IRISH LANGUAGE
COURSES

INNER LONDON EDUCATION AUTHORITY
Fees for ILEA classes: £22 a year (three terms)
(£9 a term; £4 summer term)

CAMDEN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Irish Centre, 52 Camden Square, NW1 (485 0051)

Stage 1 — beginners
Fridays 6.30-8 starting 28 September

Stage 2— for those with some knowledge
Fridays 8-9.30 starting 28 September
TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL

plus for children aged 7 to 14 only (no feé)
Stage 1 — beginners }
Saturdays 10-11 starting 8 September

Stage 2 — intermediate
Saturdays 11-12 starting 8 September
j g - TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL.

CENTRAL ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Hugh Myddleton Cetnre, Sans Walk, EC1 (388 7106)

Stage 1and 1+
Wednesdays 6.15-8.15 starting 26 September
; TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL

Stage 2/3
Tuesdays 6.15-8.15 starting 25 September
TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL
Stage 4/5 ) .
Mondays 6.15-8.15 starting 24 September ;
TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL

CHELSEA-WESTMINSTER ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Westminster City School, Palace Street, SW1 (584 0855 or 589 2569)

Stage 1 —beginners
Tuesdays 6-7.30 from 25 September
TUTOR: SEAMUS KENNEALLY

Stage 2/3 — intermediate
Tuesdays 7.30-9 from 25 September :
TUTOR: SEAMUS KENNEALLY

HAMMERSMITH AND NORTH KENSINGTON ADULT EDUCATION
INSTITUTE (ILEA) i

Mary Boon School, Earsby Street, W14 (opposite Olympia)

(603 7271 after 6 pm)

Stage 1 —beginners i
Thursdays 6.30-8.30 from 27 September
TUTOR: CHRISTY QUINN

Stage 2 — intermediate
Tuesdays 6.30-8.30 from 25 September ;
TUTOR: CHRISTY QUINN

Last Chance Centre
87 Masbro Road, W14 (603 7118)

Beginners family workshop
Wednesdays 6.30-8.30 from 26 September ]
: TUTOR: COLLETTE PRENDERGAST

WORKING MEN’S COLLEGE

Crowndale Road, NW1 (387 2037)

Fees £22 a year + £2 college fee (75% reduction for retired and
unemployed) : :

Stage 1 —beginners A
An introduction to the written and spoken language. The main aim is to
%Wi: pgople a chance to take the first steps in the culture of the ‘hidden’
reland.
Fridays 7-9 starting 5 October -
TUTOR: SEAN O CEARNAIGH

Associated Examining Board (AEB) O level in Irish
A one-year course for those with some proficiency in the language.
Students are expected to read widely and do homework. They will be
examined in oral and written Irish. Examinations will take place in the
Working Men’s College.
Mondays 7-9 starting 1 October

TUTOR: SEAN O CEARNAIGH

Northern Ireland Examining Board (NIEB) A level in Irish
Thursdays 7-9 starting 4 October
TUTOR: EILEEN DOHERTY

ISLINGTON ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Montem School, Hornsey Road, N7 (272 1987)

Two classes (beginners and advanced) will commence week beginning 24

September. Contact Irish in Islington Project (272 1771) for further
details. :

HACKNEY ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)

Woodberry Down branch, Woodberry Grove, N4 (805 5555)

Stage 2 — intermediate
Keep up your Irish through drama, poetry and song
- Thursdays 7-9 from 27 September—fee £1
TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’'NEILL

OTHER AUTHORITIES AND ORGANISATIONS

CONRADH NA GAEILGE (THE GAELIC LEAGUE)
Irish Club, 82 Eaton Square, SW1

An Scoil Ghaelach
Beginners and intermediate adult classes
Saturdays 10.30 and 12 noon

Bunscoil Londan

classes for children 7-11 years
Saturdays 10.30

Details: 578 3010

HARINGEY IRISH ASSOCIATION
White Hart Lane Adult Education Centre, Wood Green, N22

Stage 1 — beginners
Mondays 7.30-8.30 from 24 September :
TUTOR: DONAL KENNEDY

Stage 2 — intermediate
Thursdays 7.30-8.30 from 27 September

TUTOR: SIOBHAN O’NEILL
(Ring Bill Aulsberry on 889 6579 for details of fees)

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT
Aylestone Centre, Aylestone Avenue, NW6 (451 0088 or 459 8199: Eileen
Doherty)

Beginners Irish
Tuesdays 7-9 from 11 September
Fee £12 approx. (retired; unemployed; under-18 free)
TUTOR: EILEEN DOHERTY

Advanced Irish _
Tuesdays 7-9 from 11 September
Fee £12 approx. (retired; unemployed; under-18 free)
TUTOR: P. COYLE

STRATFORD IRISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Colegrave School, Heniker Road, E15 (534 8760: Ian Olley)

Beginners Irish
Tuesdays 7-9.30 (all year round — join any time)
i TUTOR: PADRAIG O CONCHUIR

IRISH CULTURAL EVENING
at Ashby Mill School, Prague Place, Bedford Terrace, SW2
(737 1771 after 7 pm)
Every Wednesday evening 6-9 pm from 5 September

Irish Dancing—tutor: Nancy Bowler

Irish Drama—tutor: Rosemary Kennedy

Irish Music—tutor: Michael O’Connell

Irish Language (all stages)—tutor: Seamus Kenneally

Celtic Art and Design—tutor: Terry Bowler ;
ILEA fees: children under 18; retired and unemployed £1 any number of
classes



4: IRISH DANCING
CLASSES

INNER LONDON EDUCATION AUTHORITY
Fees for ILEA classes: £22 a year (three terms)
(£9 a term; £4 summer term)

CAMDEN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Acland Burghley School, opposite Tufnell Park Underground station,
NWS5 (485 5246 after 6 pm)

CEILI DANCING — Basic steps and figures of at least twenty dances.
Dancing is to live accordion music in a friendly and informal atmosphere.

Tuesdays 7.30-9.45 starting 25 September
TUTOR: EAMONN HERLIHY (276 5064)

CHELSEA-WESTMINSTER ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Marlborough School, Sloane Avenue, SW3 (584 0855 or 589 2569)

IRISH STEP DANCING — For those with some knowledge of the
subject, i.e. non-beginners

Fridays 7.30-9.30 starting 28 September
TUTOR: TERRY BOWLER

HAMMERSMITH AND NORTH KENSINGTON ADULT EDUCATION
INSTITUTE (ILEA)

Fatima Community Centre, White City Estate, W12

(740 0477 or 603 9669):

CEILI DANCING — Informal sessions for adults and children. For
beginners and non-beginners alike. 1
Fridays 7.15-9.15 starting 28 September

TUTOR: JOAN BURKE

Last Chance Centre
87 Masbro Road, W14 (603 7118)

CEILI DANCING — Part of regular Irish evening for adults and children
Wednesdays 8-10 from 26 September
TUTOR: JOAN BURKE

HENRY THORNTON YOUTH CENTRE (ILEA)
Ashby Mill School, Prague Place, Bedford Terrace, SW2
(737 1771 after 7 pm)

IRISH DANCING AND CEILI DANCING — Adults and children.
Thursdays 6.30-8.30 from 6 September
TUTOR: TERRY BOWLER

ADVANCED IRISH DANCING — For 14-17 year olds (£1 course fee)
Mondays 7-9 from 3 September
TUTOR: TERRY BOWLER

Henry Thornton School, 45 Clapham Common South Side, SW4
(622 0135 after 6 pm)

Saturdays 2.30-4.30 from 8 September
TUTOR: TERRY BOWLER

OTHER AUTHORITIES AND ORGANISATIONS

HARINGEY IRISH ASSOCIATION
Stroud Green School, Woodstock Road, N4

IRISH DANCING
Thursdays 7-10 starting late September
(For further details contact Bill Aulsberry, 889 6579)

5: IRISH TRADITIONAL
MUSIC CLASSES

INNER LONDON EDUCATION AUTHORITY
Fees for ILEA classes: £22 a year (three terms)
(£9 a term; £4 summer term)

HACKNEY ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Centreprise Community Centre, 136 Kingsland High Street, E8 (254 9632)

[RISH TIN WHISTLE WORKSHOP — For adults and children

Tuesdays 6.30-9 from 25 September

(6.30-7 children; 7-8 adults; 8-9 adults) !
TUTOR: DEASUN O SEANAIN

HAMMERSMITH AND NORTH KENSINGTON ADULT EDUCATION

INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Last Chance Centre, 87 Masbro Road, W14 (603 7118)

IRISH TIN WHISTLE WORKSHOP — For adults and children
Wednesdays 7-9 from 26 September

7-8 children; 8-9 adults ’
TUTOR: DEASUN O SEANAIN

ISLINGTON ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE (ILEA)
Montem School, Hornsey Road, N7 (272 1987)

An Irish music class will commenced we_ek beg,inping 24 September.
Contaet Irish in Islington Project (272 1771) for details.

WORKING MEN’S COLLEGE
Crowndale Road, NW1 (387 2037)

TRADITIONAL MUSIC APPRECIATION
Discussions and practical workshop for those interested in traditional Irish
folk music. The aim will be to introduce students to a range of Irish music
and, for those who bring instruments, to develop their interest and skillsin
playing. You are invited to bring fiddles, whistles, flutes, banjos, mando-
lins, pipes and accordions (no piano accordions). If you do not have an
instrument buy a whistle and bring it along to the first meeting.
Thursdays 7-9 starting 4 October. Fee £22 plus £2 college membership
(75% reduction retired, unemployed).

TUTOR: BRENDAN MULKERE

OTHER AUTHORITIES AND ORGANISATIONS

LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM FOREST
McEntee Centre, Billet Road, E17 (Bob Tennant: 527 4110)

IRISH MUSIC WORKSHOP

A multi-instrumental approach to traditional music. Bring instruments if
possible, but anyone is welcome and complete beginners can contribute.
Wednesdays 7.30-9.30 for 1 term starting 12 September

Fee £12 approx. (%2 price under-18; £3 retired and supplementary benefit
claimants; free: unemployed) ;
i TUTOR: HELEN CONNOLLY

LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT
Kilburn Polytechnic, Harlesden Centre, Barratt’s Green Road, NW10
(961 2962)

TRADITIONAL MUSIC WORKSHOP
This is a centre of discussions and workshops for those interested in Irish
folk music. Brendan Mulkere will lead a group for 10 Tuesday evenings
each term. Entrance is by interview on the first evening. Please bring your
own instruments.
Tuesdays 6-10pm for 3 terms starting 25 September
Fee £15 a term.

TUTOR: BRENDAN MULKERE

AN OICHE GHAELACH
(IRISH EVENING)

Every Wednesday evening from 26 September at Last Chance Community
Centre, Masbro Road, W14 (603 7118 or 603 6102). For adults and
children.

6.30-8.30 Irish Language Workshop

7.00-9.00—Irish Tin Whistle Workshop

8.00—10.00—TIrish Ceili Dancing
Organised by Hammersmith and North Kensington Adult Education Inst-
itute (ILEA).

E.»'\LING TRADITIONAL MUSIC SCHOOL
West Ealing Youth Centre, Churchfield Road, Mattock Lane, W13
(579 5615; Denis Fitzgerald)

Saturday morning (9-12) tuition for children and parents starts n
September for 3 terms. Fee S0p per session.

HARINGEY IRISH ASSOCIATION
Stroud Green School, Woodstock Road, N4

IRISH MUSIC
Wednesda.ys 6.30-9.45 starting late September
Contact Bill Aulsberry (889 6579) for further details.
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BUNSCOIL LONDAN
Bringing the Irish language to junior age children

Maire Bean Ui Dhomhnalliin

The education of young Irish children in London in their
native tongue is an area where the Irish have lagged badly
behind the Welsh, who have had a full-time Welsh-medium
primary school in London for many years.

Over the last few years however, some efforts at spec1al—
ised classes offering facilities for children from all over
London have emerged, commencing with ‘Bunscoil Lon-
dan’ of Conradh na Gaeilge, a Saturday morning prog-
ramme of tuition designed for 7 to 11 year olds. This brief
note outlines some of the experience obtained.

We found that in each class we had two types of children.
Firstly, there were those whose parents intend to return to
live in Ireland in the short to medium term and, because
they see Irish as still important both as a school subject and
as an entry qualification for many public service jobs, they
were afraid their children would be at a disadvantage with-
out a knowledge of it. This didn’t necessarily mean that the
children saw the Saturday morning class as a chore: it was
something new and interesting to them and they make good
progress. Because there was a separate adult class held at
the same time, some parents joined it and this was benefic-
ial to them even though the class was a general one for adult
beginners and not especially directed at parents.

The second type of child we have attending the classes
are those who themselves decided they wanted to learn
Irish, who in one way or another had picked up a sense of
Irishness even though born and bred in London. In this
case it is fair to say the children bring their parents along
rather than vice versa and indeed the parents didn’t always
have any interest in the Irish language at all. We have found
that this group of children take their Irish very seriously,
enjoy homework and are full of enthusiasm. It is very
important that we encourage this kind of enthusiasm for
the language amongst London-Irish children. The schools
have a role here, not only in fostering a sense of Irishness in
the children, but also in making them aware of the exist-
ence of, and the attractiveness of the Irish language, if only
because mostly their parents will not.

In the immediate future anyway, most London children
will have to look to voluntary classes to actually learn the
language. The biggest difficulty at present is in obtaining
qualified and experienced teachers. Basic teaching mater-
ials are readily available. Textbooks produced in Dublin
run as series for the age of 5 years and upwards. But for the
older junior starting Irish, the illustrations in the early
books may seem rather childish and it is likely to be more
suitable to start such children on the booklets produced by
South Armagh headmaster Seamus Ceitinn and which are
designed for children starting to learn Irish from the age of
9 years. This highlights one of the problems of teaching
Irish in London, that children may come to join the class at
any age within the range catered for and because of this the
teacher must be prepared to run separate classes and give
much individual tuition.

But while a once-a-week class can give a child some
knowledge of Irish, true fluency in spoken Irish is unlikely
to be attained if, as in the majority of cases, the parents
have little or no Irish, or at least little or no interest in using
Irish in the home. We should now therefore be looking to
daily classes where children can learn and speak Irish for,
say, half an hour each day. The most suitable way of
achieving this is by holding classes immediately at the end
of the school day. Saturday classes would then develop and
extend this basic pattern of tuition and provide opportunit-
ies for a greater range of language-based activities.

In the longer term we must obviously provide full-time

tuition through the medium of Irish, as Welsh children in
London have the opportunity of tuition through Welsh.
This represents a remarkable challenge, not the least im-
portant aspect of which will be the education of Irish par-
ents themselves, Irish born as well as second generation, in
the value of a bilingual education for their children.
(The author is a member of London Conradh na Gaeilge
and this article is based on a paper read to the Conference:
‘London and the Future of the Celtic Languages’ January
1984.)

Book of
IRISH BOOKS%

The Book of Irish Books is a useful guide for
anyone interested in reading, buying, or knowing
more about books published in Ireland. Not
alone are books listed, but each title has the
content -described. The books are all available
through normal book trade channels, and as an
aid to assist book sellers there is a listing of Irish
publishers. Book of Irish Books can equally well .

function as a handy reference for the trade, or as
a guide for the general reader or librarian.
£4.80 paperback

Albertine Kennedy Publishing
Leixlip County Kildare

-

c enlre 161 ARLINGTON ROAD,
Tel. 01-485 4880
* Wooden Flutes
% Claddagh Rings

Introducing
CAMDEN TOWN,
RECORDS,CASSETTES
* Accordions
* Flags

Kays Irish Music
Over 5,000 titles in stock
% Bodhrans
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THE IRISH POST

Nearly half-a-million people in

. Britain read The Irish Post each week.

It keeps them informed on Irish affairs
in this country and on what’s
happening in Ireland.

The Irish Post is also on sale in
Ireland and in the United States.
It’s a link — bridging the

oceans and the generations.

Your newsagent has it every Thursday
—or, if not, he will order it for you.
Price 25p

The Irish Post,

Lex House,

77 South Road, Southall,
Middlesex UB1 1SQ.

Tel: 01-574 2058/3916/4914

——
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CELTIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN A
LEICESTER COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Maggie Garven

The Head of the History Department at Soar Valley School
and Community College, Nessan Danaher, who is also the
Education Officer of the Irish in Britain Representation
Group (IBRG), decided to run an Irish Studies Course for
adults during the Autumn Term of 1983. It was to be called
‘A Sense of Ireland’ and to consist of nine lectures covering
topics such as History, Literature, Archaeology, Politics,
Emigration and Traditional Culture, with the final meeting
taking the form of a Ceili. The course was designed for
adults who were interested in Irish culture. The response
was overwhelming and over forty people enrolled.

I was asked to contribute by giving two lectures, one
being the Prehistory and Archaeology of Ireland and the
other entitled the Early History of Ireland and the Impact
of Christianity. The major problems arose when I began
my research. It was soon obvious that the majority of
British Archaeology beoks made little or, in some cases, no
reference to Irish Prehistory and Archaeology.

The IBRG Education Bulletin no. 1 (June 1983), edited
by Nessan Danaher, was very useful as it contains inform-
ation concerning resources which are available. Similarly
the Irish Studies in Britain journal contained a sectiom on
Teacher material. From both these publications I was able
to obtain the names and addresses of publishers who could
supply the necessary information and resources.

From Alto Production Studies (Robert Emmet House,
Dublin) six film strips were purchased. They are Passage
Graves of the River Boyne, The Bronze Age in Ireland,
The Celts, The Early Christians, The Vikings and A Future
for Our Past. These films are of exceptionally good quality
and cover the topics thoroughly. The accompanying notes
are very detailed and also contain extra background infor-
mation for teachers.

Another filmstrip, entitled Holy Places of Ireland, was
purchased from Folens Environmental Library (Tallaght,
Co. Dublin). The filmstrip concentrates on the monastic
sites of Clonmacnoise and Glendalough. The content was
carefully selected to show the building phases, architect-
ural features and growth of the monasteries from the sim-
plicity of the early monks’ cells to the elaborate decorations
of the 11th and 12th centuries. The Folens Environmental
Library was also able to supply books and wallcharts on a
variety of topics, such as Stone Age Ireland,. The Bronze
Age, Gold in Ancient Ireland, The Iron Age and The Early
Christans.

A book which proved to be very informative was ‘The
Celtic Way of Life’, obtainable from the Dublin Human-
ities Curriculum Development Project, O’Brien Press,
Dublin. Unlike the Celts in England, who were subjugated
by the Romans, those living in Ireland had remained large-
ly unaffected by outside influences. ‘The Celtic Way of
Llfq’ includes information concerning Celtic customs, laws,
festivals, folklore, family life and Celtic culture which
flourished long after the Romanization of the Celts in
England.

Use was also made of local resource centres in Leicester-
shire. The Leicestershire Libraries and Information Serv-

ices at Thames Tower loaned several books covering a wide
variety of topics concerning Ireland. The Archaeology De-
partment at Soar Valley makes frequent use of the re-
sources which are available from the Leicestershire Mus-
eums Loans Service. There are several display cases of
archaeological artifacts, reconstructions and replicas for
use in schools. Many of the cases are designed so that the
material can be handled. Two such cases were used during
the Irish Studies Course and proved to be very successful.
One contained a display of a selection of Palaeolithic and
Neolithic flints. The other contained replicas of Bronze
Age axe-heads showing the development from flat axe-
heads to socketed axes.

Pupils from Soar Valley who enter for the Mode 3 Arch-
aeology Examination are expected to carry out some form
of Experimental Archaeology. As a result the Archaeology
Department has an abundance of various replicas, prod-
uced by the CSE candidates, such as pottery made in Neo-
lithic, Bronze and Iron Age styles, as well as spindle
whorls, a loom and an assortment of Iron Age costumes.
All these items, together with the other resources ment-
ioned, were arranged into a display.

Many of the course participants were also willing ta
provide resources and information. One member of the
group, Des McCurdy, had been brought up on Rathlin
Island before coming to Leicester. He had lived near the
site of a Neolithic porcellanite axe-factory and brought
along an assortment of axe-heads in various stages of man-
ufacture, from axe-blanks to complete polished axes. An-
other member of the group, Seamus Coleman, was inter-
ested in the origins and meanings of Irish placenames. He
volunteered to read out a list of placenames in Gaelic and
translate the meanings.

The Irish Studies course was very successful and will be
repeated during the Autumn Term of 1984. The repercuss-
ions emanating from the course have been endless. as far as
Archaeology teaching at Soar Valley is concerned, Mr
Croft, my colleague, and I have decided to re-structure our
courses. In view of the information which emerged during
the research stage into the Archaeology and Prehistory of
Ireland, we feel it is important to include it in the British
Prehistory courses at CSE level. Similar research is being
made into the Prehistory of Scotland and Wales and the
information which emerges will also be incorporated into
our courses. In this way we hope to present our pupils with
a more accurate and balanced view of the Prehistory of the
British Isles without placing the emphasis upon the Pre-
history of England. The Humanities Department at Soar
Valley (which integrates History, Geography, Economics,
Religious Studies and Archaeology) has also decided to
include Celtic Studies in the Lower School courses and the
resources obtained for the Irish Studies course will be used
to provide some of the Archaeological material required.

(The author is Head of Archaeology, Soar Valley School,
Leicestershire.)
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THE ASSASSIN

LIAM O’FLAHERTY

A political thriller in which
O’Flaherty “. . . builds up his
masterly web of intrigue and
moral corruption . . . it is an
immensely readable and
tautly written insight into the

mind of a revolutionary
anarchist.’

I

Sunday Press
"P"““&vnme,

224pp
ISBN 0 86327 036 0 £3.50 pb
ISBN 0 86327 037 9 £6.00 hb

& Wolfhound Press,
- W 68 Mountjoy Square,
SN Dublin 1. Tel. 740354

WOLFHOUND PRESS

Editorial and Publishing Trade Orders to

Irish Bookhandling Ltd.,
@ Nth. Richmond Industrial sy,
Dublin 1. Tel. 740324/740335

. Two new paperbacks are being launched by Wolfhoung
Press to co-incide with the BMC/IBMG Top of the Irish
Promotion. They are the classic novel Famine by Lian
O’Flaherty and a novel Shell, Sea Shell by Liam Lynch.

Both paperbacks are main selections for the campaign,

FAMINE
LIAM O’ FLAHERTY \/\/\
‘A major writer — a master-
piece’

Anthony Burgess

Famine is one of the great
novels of this century — a
panoramic historical story of
Ireland during the = Great
Famine of the 1840s.

Publication 16 May

488pp
ISBN 086327 043 31R£5.95 UK4.95pb
ISBN 0905473 25 6 £8.50 hb

SKERRETT

LIAM O’FLAHERTY
‘O’Flaherty’s novel reposes in
an austere majesty of its own,
a fine story well told which in
almost every page provides
the receptive reader with
mood, magic — and a reality
as much for to-day as for the
time of its conception.’

Sunday Independent

228pp
ISBN 0905473 11 6 £3.25 pb

SHORT STORIES
LIAM O’FLAHERTY
“This book is great value. ... he
is always for the under-dog,
for courage, for liberty . . .
most effortlessly hits the
stars.’ i

Sean O’Faolain, Irish Press

‘A satisfying choice . . .

compels belief . . . never -

wavers for a single phrase.”
Times Literary Supplement

222pp
ISBN 0 905473 51 5 £2.95 pb

SHELL, SEA SHELL

TENEBRAE: a Passion

LIAM LYNCH

LIAM LYNCH
Shell, Sea Shell, the story of Anna, a young
Jewish girl who flees Holland to wartime
England is a powerful and evocative first
novel. _

When first published in 1982 it received
wide acclaim.

‘... astrong writer, his complicated imagery
is sustained with ingenuity and his heroine
has pathos and dignity.’

Irish Times
‘A superb piece of writing, a real tour de
force.’
Publication 16 May
288pp; ISBN 0 86327 006 9 £2.95 pb

Irish Democrat, London
e

Liam Lynch’s second novel is a forceful,
poignant record of a priest’s struggle with
his own inner demons. Canon Fitzgerald's
loss of faith is precariously countered by
his awareness of religious grace in a dying
young woman. Her death precipitates his
descent into madness — the sombre
Tenebrae of the title.
Tenebrae is the stark
Pportrayal of the disin-
tegration of a man who
denies, and is denied
love. Ttis a powerful and

disturbing second
novel from a great
writer.

172pp ISBN 0 86327 30 1 £3.50 pb
ISBN 0905473 80 9 £7.00 hb
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EEC IRISH STUDIES PROJECT
IN COVENTRY

Tom Arkell

(The following is the text of a report to the Commission of
the European Communities on the pilot project in 1982-3 on
the development of experimental materials on Irish cultural
studies for the children (aged 9-11) of Irish migrant workers
in Britain.) ;

BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT

This project is the second phase of an initiative on curric-
ulum development on Irish cultural themes for English
primary schools which was begun in 1981. The report on
the first project concluded that it had ‘demontrated quite
unequivocally that Irish cultural studies has a strong and
serious claim for inclusion in the curriculum of the English
primary school, especially where a significant number of
the pupils are of Irish parentage’. Furthermore, it argued
that since the Irish are our largest single migrant group, it
made little sense not to apply to their children the policy of
multi-cultural education which had been developed in Brit-
ish schools in recent years and aimed at preventing alien-
ation among the children of different minority groups by
encouraging a clearer sense of their own identity and a
better understanding of their own cultural roots. In addit-
ion, ‘for English children learning about the pluralistic
nature of their multi-cultural society, the Irish dimension
has at least as great a claim for inclusion as other ethnic
minorities’.

The first project’s approach to Irish studies had therefore
been to explore ways in which Irish topics could be devel-
oped within a school’s ordinary curriculum. It argued
strongly against the development of any form of self-
contained course on Irish studies and for the need to pre-
sent these topics in such a way that they were equally
suitable for non-Irish children as well as those of Irish
parentage. And so their presentation should not normally
be in the form of information to be learned but should elicit
an instinctive emotional response.

Before this could happen the report concluded that it
would require at least one further year to develop adequate
readily accessible teaching materials together with a coher-
ent strategy to enable interested teachers to introduce Irish
studies into their schools. This was therefore the brief of
the second project in 1982-3.

ORGANISATION OF THE PROJECT

During the last year the work of the project has involved
two rather different tacks. Its principal concern has been
the development of sample materials for use with children
together with a series of guides for teachers on approaches
to Irish studies. To help achieve this a number of teachers
have been identified and encouraged to work on particular
?Specys of particular themes in consultation with the pro-
Ject director and each other. Inevitably, differing percept-
lons of the role being undertaken and the pressures of other
Ccommitments have meant that these contributions have not
all been of equal value, but they have formed the basis of
the material developed by this project:

In addition, to help refine thinking on some aspects of
th@ Strategy two Coventry schools, Corpus Christi and
Willenhall Wood, were -encouraged to work on particular
aspects of Irish studies combined with links and exchange

visits with two schools in Dublin. During the first project it
became clear that contacts with other children in Irish
schools provided a very powerful positive stimulus, but
there were so many different ways in which these can‘be
organised, providing a range of differing problems and
opportunities, that further experimentation was necessary.
In the event three main initiatives were undertaken.

In the spring term two teachers exchanged classes for a
fortnight. Ths proved to be an extremely valuable experi-
ence for both of them, but because of the amount of time
required for preparation and settling down with a new class
it has been agreed that if such an initiative were to be
repeated it should occur over a much longer period of time,
with a minimum of at least half a term.

In the summer term, the same two schools, Corpus
Christi and Our Lady Help of Christian Girls’ National
School, Navan Road, were involved in an exchange of
pupils and teachers which also included the Navan Road
Boys’ School. Initially some eighteen Irish children, acc-
ompanied by four teachers, spent four days in two different
classes in Corpus Christi, taking part in the same lessons as
the English children. In the evenings they each stayed in
the homes of an English child to whom they then acted as a
host in Dublin an a reciprocal basis later in the term. This
exchange was preceded by an exchange of work betwee:
the classes on agreed topics including a profile of themse:-
ves, their school, homes and areas. This helped spread
some of the benefits of the contacts to all the children in the
classes concerned and to add an important dimension of
comparative environmental studies to the exchange, but &
still did not prevent the benefits from being spread very
unevenly nor the taking of painful decisions on which child-
ren should be excluded from the exchange. It also involved
very time-consuming exchanges of lists between the three
schools and the very careful matching of children according
to interests, age, ability, home backgrounds, etc.

The final exchange was much simpler with an even stron-
ger academic basis. It involved two teachers from Willen-
hall Wood Junior School, Coventry and St Raphael’s
School, Ballyfermot, Dublin, spending two to three days in
each other’s class with both teachers present and staying in
each other’s homes. Their classes have been engaged in
very carefully planned comparative studies of each other,
their schools, catchment areas and cities. The exchange
visits of the two teachers were planned for strategic mom-
ents that would ensure that the integration of their plans
would be satisfactorily carried out, that there was an impor-
tant element of personal involvement and that no individ-
ual child should have cause to feel excluded. In Willenhall
Wood this work has been planned as an integral part of
their multi-cultural education programme for the year.
Because of its simplicity and very strong academic content,
it is hoped that the pattern of this exchange is one that will
be repeated most frequently in future years in other
schools.

The material has been chosen with the threefold aim of
reflecting the richness and width of the Irish cultural herit-
age, introducing children to aspects of Ireland today and
providing them with insights into the extent of Irish mig-
ration and the experience of the Irish in Britain.



The format is sufficiently flexible so that teachers can
either study aspects of Irish studies on their own, or, by
taking carefully chosen themes, compare them with people
from other countries.

The final package will consist of a maximum of 48 slides
and about a hundred. printed pages of A4 size which will
comprise several little pamphlets for the pupils and tacher,
worksheets, maps, pictures, music, etc. In some instances
twenty copies of material for the pupils will be included and
in others just one from which it will be assumed that the
teacher will make as many copies as are needed. The orig-
inal intention of including a tape is not being carried out
because of a combination of cost, technical problems and
the time involved. This, of course, will make some more
money available for printing additional copies of the final
pack. The exact cost and number cannot be settled until all
decisions on the contents are taken. However the minimum
number will be at least one hundred copies which will be
distributed to selected schools, teachers’ centres and edu-
cational institutions throughout the country.

Irish Cultural Studies

A PACK OF TEACHING MATERIALS FOR
BRITISH SCHOOLS

CONTENTS

A. Ireland Today
1. Finding out about Ireland
A series of puzzles, word searches, exercises, pictures
and maps designed to encourage children to find out a
wide range of information about Ireland today. They are
supplemented by an information sheet which includes a
few of the salient points from Ireland’s recent history.

The topics which are covered briefly range from clim-

ate, simple relief, towns, buildings, houses, travel, tran-
sport, hydro-electricity, turf, industries, products, farms
and foods to leading officials, public services, administ-
rative boundaries, coins, stamps, national and regional
emblems, gaelic games, rugby and horse-racing.

2. Planning a visit to Ireland
A wallet of 40 slides (approx.) with background infor-
mation.

The slides have been chosen carefully to enable a
family or group of children to plan an itinerary for a
(hypothetical) visit to Ireland in the following summer
and to discuss what they could (and could not) see if they
took a particular route. Collectively the slides will con-
vey an impression of an island that is attractive and both
ancient and modern. Individually many of the slides will
also illustrate other sections of the pack.

B. The Irish Cultural Heritage
1. The Celts in Ireland — Booklet on History and Art
2. Early Christian Ireland
(a) Patrick — Patron Saint of Ireland
(b) Life in Early Irish Monasteries
(¢) St Colmcille — An Irish Missionary Monk
3. The Vikings in Ireland — Booklet
4. Irish Poems and Stories— An Introductory Anthology
(a) Four short poems
(b) Two Legends — The Children of Lir/The Cattle Raid
of Cooley
(c) The Golden Comb - a fairy tale
5. Finn in the Kingdom of the Big Men — Story
6. Irish Story Books for Children: Anthologies and Nov-
els — A guide for teachers
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7. Irish Music
(a) Five simple melodies for Recorder/Tin Whistle
(b) Four songs with Piano/Guitar accompaniment

Beidh Aonach Amaérach

Eilin a Run

Molly Malone

The Wild Rover
(c) One song arranged for school ‘orchestra’; The Spin-
ning Wheel
(d) Two dances: The Siege of Ennis/The Walls of Limer.
ick :
(e) Irish musical instruments
8. Teaching about Ireland’s cultural heritage — Teachers
Guide
(a) Approaches and background information
(b) Some specific suggestions
(c) Further reading, records and tapes

. Irish Migration

1. The Irish in Britain — Four Life Stories
(a) A schoolboy in the 1930s
(b) A building labourer in the 1930s
(c) An advertising worker in the 1950s
(d) Growing up in England in the 1940s
2. The Irish in Britain today — Information Sheet
3. Michael Davitt in Haslingden — A Booklet
4. Irish Emigration Songs

The Praties they grow Small* -

My Charming Mary

Thousands are Sailing to America

The Leaving of Liverpool*

Patsy Fagan™

The Mountains of Mourne*

*with accompaniment for piano/guitar

. The Great Famine (1845-50) — Pictures and Maps
. Irish Emigration — Information Sheet
. Common Irish Surnames — Reference Booklet
. Popular Irish Personal Names — Reference Booklet
. Teaching about Irish Migration — Teachers’ Guide
(a) Approaches and background information
(b) Some specific suggestions '
(c) Further reading.

LRI

. Planning an Irish Studies Project — Teachers’ Guide

This pamphlet describes and discusses several different
approaches to planning projects or topic work on Irish
cultura}l studies. It also contains a list of useful addresses
for British readers and a few additional recommended
books. It concludes with acknowledgements.

(Tom Arkell is the convenor of the Coventry Irish Studies
Project and all queries relating to both the project and the
resource list should be addressed to him at the Depart-
ment of Arts Education, University of Warwick, Covent-
ry CV47AL.)

GREEN INK WRITERS

N another
COUNCRY...

a collection of short stories

by Irish writers in Britain

—
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ACHING MATERIALS

AUD[Q-VISUAL AIDS ; /
Audioview of 3 Brookwood Rise, Dublin 5 (tel. 311234) is

joducing a series of tape-slide pac}(c_as for acaglemic and

eral use. ‘Treland’s Holy Places’ is, according to the

blishers, a programme designed to appeal_ to photogra-

hers, tape enthusxas.ts., book-lovers, holiday makers,
ihose of Irish ethnic origin, students and teachers, libraries
and the general public. It provides a conducted tour, in
ime and space, of some of the many holy places in Ireland.
[tlasts apptoximately half an hour and also allows a period
of 20 minutes for the uscx:’s own commentary. Places cov-
ered include Croagh Patrick, Lough Derg, Clonmacnoise,
Knock, Glendalough and Maynooth. The pack costs
£12.55. Further programme are in course of preparation
including ‘Ireland — The Emerald Isle’; “The Story of Saint
patrick’, ‘Dublin’s Fair City’ and “The Beauty of Northern
Ireland’.

2.8 8 8 & ¢

‘Brick Lane —-A Historical Study of Settlement’ is a tape-
dide set consisting of 75 walleted colour slides and a 30-
minute tape cassette. The set can be used in a range of
subject areas with secondary pupils from 2nd or 3rd year
upwards. Each group (including the Irish) is examined as to
the reasons why they emigrated and settled in the area;
their working, social and cultural lives; and their relation-
ship between them and the host community.

Aresource booklet is also available either by itself or as a
supplement to the tape-slide set. The first part provides
notes on the slides, a tape transcript, discussion points and
abook-list. In addition there are 14 pages of material that
could be used in extension work — maps, photographs,
drawings, extracts from books, diaries, magazines, news-
papers, etc. —on the experience of the various communities
who have settled in the East End of London. The second
part has a wider function. It provides secondary teachers in
arange of subject areas with ideas for working on the
history of their local area, in any part of London; on the
them of migration and settlement and on the theme of
prejudice and discrimination. An extensive resource list
includes recent films, videos, autobiographies and stories,
2 ell as the more commonly listed textbooks and useful
organisations.

The pack costs £14 for customers living or working in the
ILEA area (£21 outside) and the resource booklet £2 (£3
outside the ILEA area). Both are available from the ILEA
Leamning Materials Service, Publishing Centre, Highbury
Station Road, London N1.

TEACHERS’ NOTES
Readers familiar with the Irish Video Project’s Irish in
England tapes, four 15-minute programmes made for
Chmnel 4, which were the subject of an article in issue 5,
Will be pleased to hear that a set of teachers’ notes have
bee,“ published to accompany the tapes. The notes provide
dn ntroduction to the tapes (what they are; how they can
be used; who can used them); information on their content
andformat; a list of main interviewees; possible discussion
points for school audiences; tape transcripts; background
Storical information and a resource list of textbooks,
novels, short stories, poems, music, films, videos, speak-
:ir;’ Organisations, etc. For further information on both the
X €otapes and the accompanying teachers’ notes the con-
act the Irish Video Project at the West London Media
°‘k§lh0p, 118 Talbot Road, London W11 (tel. 01 969
essages only) or 40 8223) or Don
Magee (45981036).Y) I_(en i e )

L. 8.8 8 0 ¢

(4
WHY ‘DO’ IRISH HISTORY?
. EMMA THORNTON
Until a few Years ago, whenever I used to spend a few
lessons of History on Cromwell’s campaigns, or the Fam-
Ine, or the Easter Rising, or a few lessons of Social Studies
on the present crisis in Northern Ireland, or Irish immigrat-
10n, or the Prevention of Terrorism Act, I felt somehow
guilty, furtive and insecure.

Therq weren’t many resources on Ireland, no one else I
knew ‘did’ it, and colleagues I talked to about it all seemed
to assume I was trying to brainwash the pupils and turn
them into Provo supporters. If, during one of these lessons,
a normally unresponsive Irish pupil suddenly brightened
up and started talking with interest and enthusiasm, part of
me felt worried that things were getting ‘out of hand’ and I
ought to put the lid on again.

I do not want here to go into the complex political/
cultural reasons why Ireland was/is taboo in most English
schools. Instead, I want to list some of the reasons why I
feel (and now I am much more sure about it) that Ireland
o;tght to figure somewhere in the secondary school curric-
ulum.

There is a growing back of resources on it. It is now
possible to ‘do’ Ireland well and develop a range of trans-
ferable skills, through using a wide variety of easily intell-
igible sources as evidence: photos, cartoons, newspaper
articles, short stories, ballads, books, TV programmes. ..

A sizeable and increasing number of well-thought-of
ILEA schools (I don’t kow about other areas) are now
‘doing’ Ireland. Some History departments spend as much
as a whole term on it, usually in the third year. So many
good teachers can’t be wrong.

All British citizens ought to have some knowledge and
understanding of the present situation in Northern Ireland
— why it has arisen, what their government and army is
doing there, what the different interest groups want, why
they act as they do... The subject therefore ought to be
talked about in the schools.

An understanding of the situation in Northern Ireland,
and the meaning of words like ‘terrorist’, ‘democracy’,
‘propaganda’, ‘nationalist’, ‘republican’, ‘sectarian’, ‘re-
form’, ‘revolution’, ‘moderate’... will be useful for under-
standing other situations in different periods and places.

Northern Ireland is in the news. Pupils themselves feel
that studying Ireland is relevant. You rarely find them
asking ‘What’s the point?’ of doing Ireland.

There is a growing feeling amongst many teachers that
pupils ought to know something about issues like colonial-
ism, the legacy of imperialism, the causes of underdevelop-
ment, the reasons\Mor and experience of emigration, the
roots of prejudice and racism... Aspects of Anglo-Irish
history are ideal for a study of these general themes.

Many teachers who do use the relationship between
England and Ireland — i.e. another white country rather
than a black country — to examine these themes, find that
those white pupils who might otherwise be prejudiced and
dismissive are prepared to think more deeply about the
subject, and those black pupils who might otherwise feel
threatened and embarrassed feel freer and more confident
about discussing these issues.

Irish settlers and the descendents of Irish settlers are by
far the largest ethnic minority in England. Schools which
‘do’ the Caribbean or India should also consider doing
Ireland.

Doing Ireland is exciting and fun. There are lots of good
stories and interesting personalities to look at. Pupils seem
to enjoy it and are readily involved in discussion, role-play,
empathetic work...



The format is sufficiently flexible so that teachers can
either study aspects of Irish studies on their own, or, by
taking carefully chosen themes, compare them with people
from other countries.

The final package will consist of a maximum of 48 slides
and about a hundred printed pages of A4 size which will
comprise several little pamphlets for the pupils and tacher,
worksheets, maps, pictures, music, etc. In some instances
twenty copies of material for the pupils will be included and
in others just one from which it will be assumed that the
teacher will make as many copies as are needed. The orig-
inal intention of including a tape is not being carried out
because of a combination of cost, technical problems and
the time involved. This, of course, will make some more
money available for printing additional copies of the final
pack. The exact cost and number cannot be settled until all
decisions on the contents are taken. However the minimum
number will be at least one hundred copies which will be
distributed to selected schools, teachers’ centres and edu-
cational institutions throughout the country.

Irish Cultural Studies

A PACK OF TEACHING MATERIALS FOR
BRITISH SCHOOLS

CONTENTS

A. Ireland Today
1. Finding out about Ireland
A series of puzzles, word searches, exercises, pictures
and maps designed to encourage children to find out a
wide range of information about Ireland today. They are
supplemented by an information sheet which includes a
few of the salient points from Ireland’s recent history.

The topics which are covered briefly range from clim-

ate, simple relief, towns, buildings, houses, travel, tran-
sport, hydro-electricity, turf, industries, products, farms
and foods to leading officials, public services, administ-
rative boundaries, coins, stamps, national and regional
emblems, gaelic games, rugby and horse-racing.

2. Planning a visit to Ireland
A wallet of 40 slides (approx.) with background infor-
mation.

The slides have been chosen carefully to enable a
family or group of children to plan an itinerary for a
(hypothetical) visit to Ireland in the following summer
and to discuss what they could (and could not) see if they
took a particular route. Collectively the slides will con-
vey an impression of an island that is attractive and both
ancient and modern. Individually many of the slides will
also illustrate other sections of the pack.

B. The Irish Cultural Heritage
1. The Celts in Ireland — Booklet on History and Art
2. Early Christian Ireland
(a) Patrick — Patron Saint of Ireland
(b) Life in Early Irish Monasteries
(c) St Colmcille — An Irish Missionary Monk
3. The Vikings in Ireland — Booklet
4. Irish Poems and Stories— An Introductory Anthology
(a) Four short poems
(b) Two Legends — The Children of Lir/The Cattle Raid
of Cooley
(c) The Golden Comb —a fairy tale
5. Finn in the Kingdom of the Big Men — Story
6. Irish Story Books for Children: Anthologies and Nov-
els — A guide for teachers
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7. Irish Music
(a) Five simple melodies for Recorder/Tin Whistle
(b) Four songs with Piano/Guitar accompaniment

Beidh Aonach Amadrach '

Eilin a Run

Molly Malone

The Wild Rover
(c) One song arranged for school ‘orchestra’: The Spin-
ning Wheel
(d) Two dances: The Siege of Ennis/The Walls of Limer-
ick
(e) Irish musical instruments
8. Teaching about Ireland’s cultural heritage — Teachers’
Guide
(a) Approaches and background information
(b) Some specific suggestions
(c) Further reading, records and tapes

. Irish Migration

1. The Irish in Britain — Four Life Stories
(a) A schoolboy in the 1930s
(b) A building labourer in the 1930s
(c) An advertising worker in the 1950s
(d) Growing up in England in the 1940s -
2. The Irish in Britain today — Information Sheet
3. Michael Davitt in Haslingden — A Booklet
4. Irish Emigration Songs

The Praties they grow Small* -

My Charming Mary

Thousands are Sailing to America

The Leaving of Liverpool™*

Patsy Fagan™

The Mountains of Mourne*

*with accompaniment for piano/guitar

. The Great Famine (1845-50) — Pictures and Maps
. Irish Emigration — Information Sheet
. Common Irish Surnames — Reference Booklet
. Popular Irish Personal Names — Reference Booklet
. Teaching about Irish Migration — Teachers’ Guide
(a) Approaches and background information
(b) Some specific suggestions !
(c) Further reading.

o0\

. Planning an Irish Studies Project — Teachers’ Guide

This pamphlet describes and discusses several different
approaches to planning projects or topic work on Irish
cultural studies. It also contains a list of useful addresses
for British readers and a few additional recommended
books. It concludes with acknowledgements.

(Tom Arkell is the convenor of the Coventry Irish Studies
Project and all queries relating to both the project and the
resource list should be addressed to him at the Depart-
ment of Arts Education, University of Warwick, Covent-
ry CV47AL.)

GREEN INK WRITERS

N another
COUNCRY...

a collection of short stories

by Irish writers in Britain
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TEACHING MATERIALS

AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS

Audioview of 3 Brookwood Rise, Dublin 5 (tel. 311234) is
producing a series of tape-slide packes for academic and
general use. ‘Ireland’s Holy Places’ is, according to the
publishers, a programme designed to appeal to photogra-
phers, tape enthusiasts, book-lovers, holiday makers,
those of Irish ethnic origin, students and teachers, libraries
and the general public. It provides a conducted tour, in
time and space, of some of the many holy places in Ireland.
It lasts approximately half an hour and also allows a period
of 20 minutes for the user’s own commentary. Places cov-
ered include Croagh Patrick, Lough Derg, Clonmacnoise,
Knock, Glendalough and Maynooth. The pack costs
£12.55. Further programme are in course of preparation
including ‘Ireland — The Emerald Isle’; ‘The Story of Saint
Patrick’, ‘Dublin’s Fair City’ and ‘The Beauty of Northern
Ireland’.

Y A kok ok

‘Brick Lane —-A Historical Study of Settlement’ is a tape-
slide set consisting of 75 walleted colour slides and a 30-
minute tape cassette. The set can be used in a range of
subject areas with secondary pupils from 2nd or 3rd year
_upwards. Each group (including the Irish) is examined as to
the reasons why they emigrated and settled in the area;
their working, social and cultural lives; and their relation-
ship between them and the host community.

A resource booklet is also available either by itself or as a
supplement to the tape-slide set. The first part provides
notes on the slides, a tape transcript, discussion points and
a book-list. In addition there are 14 pages of material that
could be used in extension work — maps, photographs,
drawings, extracts from books, diaries, magazines, news-
papers, etc. —on the experience of the various communities
who have settled in the East End of London. The second
part has a wider function. It provides secondary teachers in
a range of subject areas with ideas for working on the
history of their local area, in any part of London; on the
them of migration and settlement and on the theme of
prejudice and discrimination. An extensive resource list
includes recent films, videos, autobiographies and stories,
as well as the more commonly listed textbooks and useful
organisations.

The pack costs £14 for customers living or working in the
ILEA area (£21 outside) and the resource booklet £2 (£3
outside the ILEA area). Both are available from the ILEA
Learning Materials Service, Publishing Centre, Highbury
Station Road, London N1.

TEACHERS’ NOTES

Readers familiar with the Irish Video Project’s Irish in
England tapes, four 15-minute programmes made for
Channel 4, which were the subject of an article in issue 5,
will be pleased to hear that a set of teachers’ notes have
been published to accompany the tapes. The notes provide
an introduction to the tapes (what they are; how they can
be used; who can used them); information on their content
and format; a list of main interviewees; possible discussion
ppints for school audiences; tape transcripts; background
historical information and a resource list of textbooks,
novels, short stories, poems, music, films, videos, speak-
ers, organisations, etc. For further information on both the
videotapes and the accompanying teachers’ notes the con-
tact the Irish Video Project at the West London Media
Workshop, 118 Talbot Road, London W11 (tel. 01 969
1020 messages only) or Ken Lynam (01 740 8223) or Don
Magee (459 1036). .

2. 8.8 8 & ¢

WHY ‘DQ’ IRISH HISTORY?

EMMA THORNTON
Until a few years ago, whenever I used to spend a few
lessons of History on Cromwell’s campaigns, or the Fam-
ine, or the Easter Rising, or a few lessons of Social Studies
on the present crisis in Northern Ireland, or Irish immigrat-
ion, or the Prevention of Terrorism Act, I felt somehow
guilty, furtive and insecure.

There weren’t many resources on Ireland, no one else I
knew ‘did’ it, and colleagues I talked to about it all seemed
to assume I was trying to brainwash the pupils and turn
them into Provo supporters. If, during one of these lessons,
a normally unresponsive Irish pupil suddenly brightened
up and started talking with interest and enthusiasm, part of
me felt worried that things were getting ‘out of hand’ and I
ought to put the lid on again.

I do not want here to go into the complex political/
cultural reasons why Ireland was/is taboo in most English
schools. Instead, I want to list some of the reasons why I

feel (and now I am much more sure about it) that Ireland
Oi,lght to figure somewhere in the secondary school curric-
ulum.

There is a growing vack of resources on it. It is now
possible to ‘do’ Ireland well and develop a range of trans-
ferable skills, through using a wide variety of easily intell-
igible sources as evidence: photos, cartoons, newspaper
articles, short stories, ballads, books, TV programmes. ..

A sizeable and increasing number of well-thought-of
ILEA schools (I don’t kow about other areas) are now
‘doing’ Ireland. Some History departments spend as much
as a whole term on it, usually in the third year. So many
good teachers can’t be wrong.

All British citizens ought to have some knowledge and
understanding of the present situation in Northern Ireland
— why it has arisen, what their government and army is
doing there, what the different interest groups want, why
they act as they do... The subject therefore ought to be
talked about in the schools.

An understanding of the situation in Northern Ireland,
and the meaning of words like ‘terrorist’, ‘democracy’,
‘propaganda’, ‘nationalist’, ‘republican’, ‘sectarian’, ‘re-
form’, ‘revolution’, ‘moderate’... will be useful for under-
standing other situations in different periods and places.

Northern Ireland is in the news. Pupils themselves feel
that studying Ireland is relevant. You rarely find them
asking “What'’s the point?’ of doing Ireland.

There is a growing feeling amongst many teachers that
pupils ought to know something about issues like colonial-
ism, the legacy of imperialism, the causes of underdevelop-
ment, the reasonsMor and experience of emigration, the
roots of prejudice and racism... Aspects of Anglo-Irish
history are ideal for a study of these general themes.

Many teachers who do use the relationship between
England and Ireland - i.e. another white country rather
than a black country — to examine these themes, find that
those white pupils who might otherwise be prejudiced and
dismissive are prepared to think more deeply about the
subject, and those black pupils who might otherwise feel
threatened and embarrassed feel freer and more confident
about discussing these issues.

Irish settlers and the descendents of Irish settlers are by
far the largest ethnic minority in England. Schools which

‘do’ the Caribbean or India should also consider doing
Ireland.

Doing Ireland is exciting and fun. There are lots of good
stories and interesting personalities to look at. Pupils seem
to enjoy it and are readily involved in discussion, role-play,
empathetic work...
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Are you interested

IRISH BOOKS

but find it almost impossible to buy them in Britain?

Then read on!

Addison Press, the publishers of ‘Irish Studies in Britain’,
have negotiated with various Irish publishers the following
books-by-post service. Add 10% for postage (except for
orders over £20 which are post free). Please allow up to 28
days for delivery. Examples of titles available are as follows:

in

Digging up Dublin (archaeology) £2.00 pb

Kilkenny—Its Architecture and History £5.45 hb

Steps and Steeples—Cork at the Turn of the Century £9.00 hb

Where They Lived in Dublin £9.00 hb

Your Dinner's Poured Out £8.00 hb; £3.50pb

The Labour and the Royal £5.40 hb; £2.95pb

Gur Cake and Coal Blocks £6.00 hb; £3.00 pb

Me Jewel and Darlin’ Dublin £9.00 hb; £6.00 pb

Janey Mack, Me Shirt is Black £7.00 hb

Irish Folk History—Folk tales from the North £8.00 hb

1,000 Years of Irish Whiskey £10.00 hb

Crown and Castle—British Rule in Ireland £8.00 hb

The Celtic Way of Life £2.30 pb

Viking Settlement to Medieval Dublin £8.00 hb

Divided City—A Portrait of Dublin 1913 £6.00 hb; £3.25 pb

Connolly Column—Irishmen and the Spanish Civil War £7.00 hb

The Best from ‘The Bell —Great Irish Writing £7.00 hb; £3.50 pb

Inishmurray—Ancient Monastic Settlement £8.00 hb

Skellig—Island Outpost of Europe £8.00 hb

The Blusket Islands—Next Parish America £8.00 hb

A World of Stone—Life, Folklore and Legends of Aran £8.00 hb

Traditional Irish Recipes £4.25 pb

The Course of Irish History £5.50 pb

Cork, City by the Lee £12.50 hb

De Valera’s Darkest Hour (1919-32) £4.50 pb

De Valera’s Finest Hour (1932-59) £4.50 pb

Ireland, Irishmen and Revolutionary America (1760-
1820) £4.95 pb

Knocknagow £2.30 pb

Life in Donegal 1850-1900 £2.70 pb

Michael Collins and the Treaty £3.30 pb

Rise and Decline of Fianna Fail £3.30 pb

The Shooting of Michael Collins £2.70 pb

The Tom Barry Story £4.20 pb

The Ulster Question 1603-1973 £2.70 pb

Who's Who in the Irish War of Independence 1916-21
£9.00 hb

PLUS 1985 Calendars (;‘22.95 each +25p postage)
Irish Folk Customs Calendar

Irish books make perfect presents for

Christmas, Birthdays or any time of the year
Send SAE for full details on all books available to
) ADDISON PRESS,
83 Frithville Gardens, London W12

Revolutionary Greetings from Ireland—Ulster’s Politics Through
the Postcard £12.00 hb

Granuaile—The Life and Times of Grace O’Malley £7.50 hb;
£4.95 pb

Charles J. Kickham (1828-1882) £8.50 hb

Irish Poems for Young People £5.00 hb

A Literary Guide to Ireland £8.5 hb; £2.75 pb

Soft Day—A Miscellany of Contemporary Irish Writing £9.50 hb;|
£4.20pb X

Songs and Sayings of an Ulster Childhood£9.00 hb

Priest, Politics and Society in Post-Famine Ireland £15.00 hb

Seven-Up Book of Irish Sport £6.95 hb; £3.95 pb

Treasures of Ireland—Irish Art 3,000 BC—1,500 AD £12.95

Christmas Recipes £6.50 hb

Irish Cottage Cookbook £2.70 pb

Facts About Irelana £5.50 hb; £3.85 pb

Anglo-Irish Literature £4.40 hb; £2.75 pb

Literature in Irish £4.40 hb; £2.75 pb .

Early Irish Art £2.75 pb

The Geography of Ireland £2.75 pb

Sport in Ireland £2.75 pb

Book of Irish Books—A Comprehensive Directory £4.80 pb

Books Ireland magazine published 10 times a year £7

The Connaught Rangers £2.00 pb

Dermot McMurrough, King of Leinster £1.95 pb

Graveyard of the Spanish Armada £1.95 pb

Arthur Griffith and Sinn Fein £10.00 hb

Guerilla Days in Ireland £10.00 hb, £2.50 pb

My Fight for Irish Freedom £10.00 hb, £2.50 pb

Napper Tandy £10.00 hb, £2.50 pb

On Another Man’s Wound £2.50 pb

The Singing Flame £10.00 hb, £2.50 pb

Tone and his Times £3.50 pb

Tom Corkery’s Dublin (The 1950s) £7.95 hb, £5.95 pb

Brian Boru £19.95 hb .

and /985 Ireland Yearbook and Diary £6.95 hb, £5.50
spiral binding

Irgland from Old Photographs Calendar
Irish Stone Wall Calendar
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BOOKS
RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS
Recently arrived Irish-interest books on the ‘Irish Studies
in Britain’ desk include:
‘famine’ by Liam O’Flaherty (Wolfhound, £5.95 pb) and
‘Shell, Sea Shell’ by Liam Lynch (Wolfhound, £3.50 pb).
Both Liam O’Flaherty and Liam Lynch have been selected
for the ‘Top of the Irish — Great Contemporary Authors’
promotion organised by the British Book Marketing Coun-
cil and the Irish Book Marketing Group. To coincide with
the promotion Wolfhound Press have published paperback
editions of ‘Famine’ and ‘Shell, Sea Shell’.
‘Ireland: The Propaganda War’ by Liz Curtis (Pluto £5.50).
A fascinating account of British media censorship in oper-
ation. The author argues that news on Ireland is suppressed
on the grounds that in-depth coverage would be a ‘comfort
to the enemy’.
‘The British in Ireland: A suitable case for withdrawal’ by
Geoffrey Bell (Pluto, £2.95). Argues that in the interests of
socialism the need to make British withdrawal from Ireland
apolitical priority is a must. .
‘The Passion of Jamesie Coyle’ by Michael Foley (Fortnight
Publications, £4.50). Described as ‘both funny and super-
latively tasteless’, Jamesie Coyle’s story was first serialised
in ‘Fortnight’ magazine. If Jesus Christ came back — to
Ulster before the Troubles — his story might be like “The
Passion of Jamesie Coyle’.
‘Electoral Politics in Ireland: Party and Parish Pump’ by
R.K. Carty (Brandon, £5.95). This valuable book is the first
to employ modern techniques of American and European
political science to study Irish parties at a national level.
The author argues that the irresponsibility and silliness of
much of Irish public life has its roots in the country’s
electoral system.
‘Green and Gold: The Wrenboys of Dingle’ by Steve Mac-
Donagh (Brandon, £4.95). A unique documentation of a
folk custom which used to be practised throughout Europe.
On St Stephen’s Day each year, processions headed by
hobby horses tour the streets of the small fishing town of
Dingle, Co. Kerry.
‘Man of the Triple Name’ by John B. Keane (Brandon,
£3.95). The story of Dan Paddy Andy O’Sullivan, last of
the great Irish matchmakers, whose dance halls, or ‘ball-
rooms of romance’, offered the sole relief from the grinding
poverty and suffocating religiosity of the Stacks Mountains
area of County Kerry.
‘An Irish Literary Quiz Book’ ‘by Paddy Lysaght (Brandon,
£1.95). Informative and testing, this pocketbook gives a
fascinating glimpse of the range, diversity and richness
found in Irish literature. Featuring the modern talents of
Benedict Kiely, Brian Moore and James Plunkett as well as
the greats of the past, such as Joyce, Yeats and O’Casey,
this book is educational as well as entertaining.

; 2 8.8 & & ¢
If you have any difficulty getting the above books, contact

‘Irish Studies in Britain’. But remember to enquire in .

bookshops first; only this way, if there is an evident de-
mand, will booksellers begin to stock more Irish books.
2. 2.6.8.8 ¢

Portmoon Press, a new publishing firm from Limavady,
Northern Ireland, have published ‘The Ephemeral Isle’ by
Audrey Scales. This is poetry with an Irish theme — country-
side, gardens, people, places and animals — and with full
colour reproductions of 19th century Irish watercolours on
the front and back covers. Available from Portmoon Press,

PO Box 9, Limavady, Co. Londonderry, BT49 9AJ, Nor-'

thern Ireland. Price £3.75.
. 0.6 .66

Mayoman Noel Scanlon has written ‘Apparitions’, a thrill-
er set on a deserted island off the Irish coast which is visited
by a mystic and his disciples who set off a train of catast-
rophes all graphically described in what has been called
‘one of the most chilling horror stories to appear for years’.
Available from Robert Hale, 45-47 Clerkenwell Green,
London ECI1. Price £8.25.

2 8.8, 6 & ¢
The Institute of Public Administration in Dublin has just
published a highly topical book by Dr Patrick Keatinge,
professor of political science at Trinity. Entitled ‘A Sing-
ular Stance — Irish Neutrality in the 1980s’, the book
examines the close connection between neutrality and pac-
ifism and looks at the positions of the various Irish political
parties. It analyses Irish neutrality in its contemporary
setting, especially in relation to NATO and the EEC. Av-
ailable for £4.95 paperback or £11.95 hardback from IPA,
Vergemount Hall, Clonskeagh, Dublin 6.

0. 8. 8.8 0 ¢
Gill and Macmillan have a number of interesting Irish books
coming out now. These include ‘Irish Houses’ a picture
book of Irish domestic architecture of the 18th and 19th
centuries’, ‘The B and I Line’, ‘Ireland and the European
Communities’, ‘Communism in Modern Ireland’, ‘The
Plantation of Ulster’ and ‘Religion and the Northern Ireland
Problem’. Write to Gill and Macmillan, Goldenbridge,
Inchicore, Dublin 8, for a copy of their current catalogue.

s ok ok ok ok

ADDISON PRESS
News, Books, Teaching Packs
on Irish Studies |

Education facsimile packs on Irish history produced by
the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. Titles
available (add 50p for postage for each item):

Irish Elections 1750-1832 45p
The Act of Union 45p
18th Century Ulster Emigration to North America 45p

The Great Famine 1845-52 £1.75
The United Irishmen £2.00
The Volunteers 1778-84 70p
The’98 Rebellion £1.00
The Penal Laws £1.00
Plantations in Ulster ¢.1600-41 £1.00
Robert Emmett: The Insurrection of July 1803  £1.00
Steps to Partition 1885-1921 £1.00
Rural Housing in Ulster in the 19th Century 70p
Ireland after the Glorious Revolution £1.50
Catholic Emancipation £1.50

Education facsimile packs on Irish history produced by
the National Library of Ireland, Dublin. Titles
available (prices include postage):

The Land War 1879-1903 £2.00
The Landed Gentry £2.00
Daniel O Connell £2.00
P&draic Mac Piarais £2.00
Ireland 1860-80 from stereo photographs £2.00
Athbheochan na Gaeilge £2.00
Grattan’s Parliament £2.00
James Joyce £2.00
Ireland from Maps (reproductions of 16 maps) £3
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THEODORE WILLIAM MOODY
An Appreciation

The death of Theodore William Moody, Senior Fellow
Emeritus of Trinity College, Dublin, deprives Ireland of
the services of an outstanding historian.

When he was born in Belfast in 1907 Ireland was gov-
erned from London: today most of his native Ulster is still
controlled by Britain, though Eire, extending over twenty-
six counties, is a sovereign, independent state.

Divisions among Irishmen, whether political, religious,
or cultural, were to provide Moody with the motive to
study their causes and consequences. As an historian he
appreciated at an early stage that our perceptio‘ﬁ of the past
had often served to militate against Irish unity. Our know-
ledge of the past, Moody realised, was based often on
legend or folklore: he set himself the daunting task of
demythologising Irish history, and re-writing the record
‘based on scholarship and sound scientific principles.

Appreciating that there were faults on both sides, he

succeeded in 1938 along with Prof. R. Dudley Edwards and
like-minded individuals, in establishing Irish Historical
Studies. Despite initial scepticism, and even opposition,
Moody persisted and the journal has played a not inconsid-
erable part in laying the foundation for scholarly co-
operation between North and South.
- Not content with initiating a revolution among academ-
ics, Moody was anxious to diffuse the findings of modern
scholarship among the general public, and to this end per-
suaded Radio Eireann to promote ‘The Thomas Davis
Lectures’, whereby promingnt Irish scholars might present
talks on their chosen field of interest. Most of the lectures
delivered since 1953 have been published, securing a per-
manent place in modern Irish literature.

Always anxious to utilise the media as a force for enlight-
enment, Moody in 1966 was joint editor with Prof. F.X.
Martin of a television series, ‘The Course of Irish History’.
The script later appeared in book form and became a
best-seller; it has since been translated into several lang-
{ uages, including Japanese.

Moody was a prolific writer, his work appearing as artic-
;| les, papers and often in book form. apart from his leading
role in founding and sustaining Irish Historical Studies, at

- | the time of his death he held the post of chairman of the

board of editors of the monumental A New History of
Ireland, which will eventually run to ten volumes.

He wrote two biographies: one of Thomas Davis, the
Young Irelander, and the other of Michael Davitt, of Land
League fame. The former was a Protestant, the latter a
Catholic, yet in both cases their first loyalty was to Ireland;
both sought to persuade their compatriots that religious
differenes should be not barrier to national unity.

Thomas Davis appeared in 1945; Davitt and Irish Revo-
lution as recently as 1981, after half a lifetime’s work.
Although the Davitt study only went as far as 1882, the
concluding chapter points to the breadth of Davitt’s many-
faceted career after the land war. Moody produced other
articles on Davitt, though the task of tackling his later life
awaits another biographer.

Between 1932 and 1939 Moody was on the staff of
Queen’s University, Belfast, where he quickly made his

mark as a teacher and administrator, facts which no doubt
induced TCD to offer him the chair of modern history in
1939 at the remarkably early age of thirty-two. Following
his retirement from the professorship in 1977 his contribut-
ion to the university was recognised by his election as
Senior Fellow Emeritus, and in this capacity he was able to
keep in contact with the world of learning and he continued
to immerse himself in the study of history until shortly
before his death on February 11, 1984.

Appropriately, as a man who tried to reconcile academ- -

ics, and bring the different traditions in Ireland together in

order to develop a new nationalism, Moody as a Quaker:
was anxious to serve as a bridge-builder in‘religious mat-,

ters, being a member of the board of the Irish School of

Ecumenics.
The appearance of publications such as Irish Studies in

Britain might well be regarded as a further consequence of
the revolution set in train by Moody. He devoted much
thought and time to the phenomena of people migrating
between Britain and Ireland: his study of the Londonderry
Plantation 1609-41 was one example-of this, while his work
on Davitt provides the reader with a poignant account of
the hopes and disappointments experienced by the Irish
settler in Victorian England.

The slogan of Thomas Davis, ‘Educate that you might be
free!” could well serve as a suitable epitaph for the life and
work of Theodore William Moody. If Ireland did not im-
mediately take to heart the theme of his message, or emu-
late the example he set, it was not for want of exertion on
his part. It falls to those who are left to ensure that the
course of action he advocated is continued, and the tradit-
ion he embodied is sustained and not allowed to perish.

J. Dunleavy

WHAT DO ALL THESE PEOPLE
HAVE IN COMMON?

Gerry Adams Andy Tyrie
Seamus Heaney
Bernadette McAliskey
Bishop Cahal Daly
Harold McCusker
Eamonn McCann
William Craig

Paddy Devlin

.Seamus Mallon

Tom Paulin

Conor Cruise O'Brien
Enoch Powell

Don Concannon
Mary Holland

Rev. Martin Smyth
Michael Farrell

Lord Brookeborough
David McKittrick
Peter Robinson

" Not very much, except THEY ALL WRITE FOR

FORTNIGHT

THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

Special Introductory Offer

Please send me the next three issues of Fortnight.
| enclose a cheque/P.O. for £1.50 (postage included).

Name

FORTNIGHT, 7 Lower Crescent, Belfast 7, N. Ireland.
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Binchy, William. IS DIVORCE THE ANSWER?
Examines divorce law changes worldwide over ten
years, pointing out the implications for any Irish form
of divorce. £2.95.

Hyde, Douglas. THE STONE OF TRUTH &
gends of Saints and Sinners. £1.80.

McAuliffe, E.J. AN IRISH GENEALOGICAL
SOURCE: THE ROLL OF THE QUAKER
SCHOOL AT BALLITORE, CO. KILDARE
£5.00. ;

MacLysaght, Edward. IRISH LIFE IN THE SEV-
ENTEENTH CENTURY (1950) A popular edition
of this outstanding work on Irish social history 1660-
1770. £2.70. :

Birmingham, George A. THE RED HAND OF UL-
STER (1912) A novel set in the Ulster of 1912, dom-
inated by fierce party strife over the Home Rule issue
and the prospect of armed rebellion. £3.00.

Carleton, W. THE BLACK PROPHET A tale of the
Irish Famine. £3.00. =~ - '

Dunton, John. TEAGUE LAND or A Merry Ram-
ble to the Wild Irish. Letters from Ireland 1698 (inthe
Bodleian Library) edited by Edward MacLysaght re-
printed 1982 from the first edition of Irish Life in the
17th Century, Cork 1939, where this material formed
an appendix. £2.00. :

Ford, P. and G.A. A SELECT LIST OF REPORTS
OF INQUIRIES OF THE IRISH DAIL AND SE-
NATE 1922-72 The first study of its kind, by the
experts on British government documents. £2.00.
Yeats, W.B. and Johnson, Lionel POETRY AND
IRELAND. £2.00. -
Yeats, W.B. THE WORDS UPON THE WINDOW
PANE £2.00. .

Yeats, W.B. SYNGE AND THE IRELAND OF
HIS TIME £2.00.

Yeats, W.B. A PACKET FOR EZRA POUND
£2.00.

Baker, D. (ed.) PASSENGER LISTS: EMIGRAT-
ION TO NORTH AMERICA FROM DERRY
1847-1849 £8.50. September 1984.

Curran, Michael THE ANTIPHONARY OF BAN-
GOR AND THE EARLY IRISH MONASTIC LIT-
URGY A study of the hymns and collects of the
seventh century antiphonary now in the Ambrosian
Library. £30.00.

THE GEORGIAN SOCIETY RECORDS OF 18th
CENTURY DUBLIN DOMESTIC ARCHITECT-
URE AND DECORATION 5 vols (1909-13)
£150.00. July 1984. ;

OTHER IRISH FOLKTALES A selection from Le-

NEW BOOKS

IRISH ACADEMIC PRESS, Kill Lane, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Tel. 850922

PAPERBACKS

MacLysaght, Edward. BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
IRISH FAMILY HISTORY A revised reprint of the
bibliography included in the fourth edition of The
Surnames of Ireland. £2.00.

Walsh, John Edward. RAKES AND RUFFIANS:
The Underworld of Georgian Dublin ( 184?) A re-

print (1980) of Ireland sixty years ago, a racy account

of the less sedate side of life in Georgian Ireland.
£1.80.

Wilde, Sir William. IRISH POPULAR SUPERSTI-
TIONS Legendary tales and local superstitions
(1852). Reissued in 1979. £1.80.

SPECIAL OFFERS

to readers of Irish Studies in Britain
(closing 30th Sept., 1984)

Grimes, Seamus (editor) IRELAND IN 1804 A new
(second) edition of an anonymous London pamphlet
describing vividly a tour made shortly after the Act of
Union and Robert Emmet’s rebellion. £2.00.
McHugh, R. THE FINNEGANS WAKE EXPERI-
ENCE £2.00.

Lynam, E.W. THE IRISH CHARACTER IN
PRINT, 1572-1923 (1929) A story of the type fonts
used in Irish (from the earliest efforts in Elizabethan
times). £2.00.

Taylor, George and Skinner, Andrew MAPS OF
THE ROADS OF IRELAND (1783) with an intro-
duction by J.H. Andrews. £5.00.

Yeats, W.B. MICHAEL ROBARTES AND THE
DANCER £2.00.

. Yeats, W.B. MOSADA £2.00.

Yeats, W.B. NEW POEMS £2.00.
Yeats, W.B. A SELECTION FROM THE LOVE '
POETRY OF W.B. YEATS £2.00. !
Yeats, W.B. SEVEN POEMS AND A FRAG- |
MENT £2.00 !
Yeats, W.B. IN THE SEVEN WOODS £2.00.

Yeats, W.b. DISCOVERIES £2.00.

MacLysaght,. Edward. MORE IRISH FAMILIES
Discusses over 1,800 family names. £19.50.

Murphy, Antoin (ed.) ECONOMISTS AND THE
IRISH ECONOMY Papers on the economic theories
of Cantillon, Cairnes, Edgeworth and others and on
the way economic phenomena in Ireland influenced
the development of economic thought. £12.50.

Scattergood, John (ed.) LITERATURE AND
LEARNING IN MEDIEVAL AND RENAISS-
ANCE ENGLAND. £17.50.

Strickland, W.G. DICTIONARY OF IRISH ART-
ISTS 2 vols. (1913), 150 portraits. £75.00. July 1984.




o Bank of Ireland is the place to go if
grea you are looking for a bank that can

[ J
SCICCtIOIl personal service. A bank that will

deal with you directly and take the
time to really understand your banking needs.
Bank of Ireland has over 20 branches in Great Britain as well as
almost 500 offices in Ireland. Our assets exceed £4 billion and
we are constantly expanding our branch network to meet the
needs of our growing number of customers.
So, whatever your reason for visiting a bank,
visit Bank of Ireland and see
what we have to offer.

Bank cFlreland

Established 1783

Branches throughout Britain — London at Lombard Street, Balham, Holloway, Hounslow, Croydon, Seven Kings - liford,
Finchley. Kilburn, Kingston upon Thames and Shepherds Bush; Birmingham at Cherry Street, Erdington and Sparkhill; Cardiff;
Glasgow: Leeds: Leicester: Liverpool; Luton; Manchester at St. Mary's Gate and Chorlton-cum-Hardy; Stockport; Reading
K i and Southampton.

offer you a professional, modern and -
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