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The Federation of

Irish Societies in Britain

W The Federation has arranged, as a
service to the Irish Community in

Britain, for a leading
Irish manufacturer of quality menswear ‘DUNLOE HOUSE LTD.”
to sell for cash at factory prices.

SALE of High Quality
Clothing at Factory Prices

Examples:

MEN’S PURE WOOL SUITS from £49
DONEGAL TWEED JACKETS £39
OVERCOATS from £30
RAINCOATS from £25
Pure Wool Cavalry Twill Trousers £19
POLYESTER/WOOL TROUSERS £14

LADIES DONEGAL TWEED SUITS £48
LADIES TWEED COATS £45

ALL ARTICLES GUARANTEED MADE IN IRELAND
PRICES VAT INCLUSIVE (approx. half retail price)

MEN Si8
Men’s Size range 36’° to 50" Ladies Size range 10 to 20
Friday, 2nd October, 1981 Saturday & Sunday
SOUTH LONDON October 3rd & 4th, 1981
IRISH CENTRE IRISH CENTRE
138 Hartfield Road 52 Camden Square
Wimbledon SW19 London NW1

5.30 p.m. -10.30 p.m.  Saturday: 12 noon - 8 p.m.
Sunday: 10 am. - 8 p.m.
Permanent U.K. Address:
22 STANLEY STREET, LIVERPOOL 1
Tel.: Tom Walsh 051 227 1270




Westmeath Association in London

Patron:

Most Rev. J. McCormack, D.D., D.C.L.,
Bishop of Meath.

Life President: Lady Pritchard Jones.
President: Rev. Fr. Fitzsimons, P.P.
Chairman: Mr. Cyril McKelvey.
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Billy Cashin.

Hon. Secretary: Mr. John McCormack.
Assistant Hon. Secretary: Mr. William Stenson
Tel. 609 2909.

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. Curran.

Assist. Hon. Treasurer: Mr. John McCormack.
12 Corse Hill St., Streatham, London SW16

Tel.: 01-677-3826

Annual Dinner Dance.

Our Annual Dinner/Dance is being held on Friday 2nd October at the
Empire Rooms, Tottenham Court Road, London. Your hardworking com-
mittee are endeavouring to make this occasion surpass the many social
successes we have staged to date. Again a leading Westmeath Band has
been engaged for this function. “The Waterloo” under the leadership of
John Rabitt from Castle Pollard, the band has won awards in Longford
and Offaly as well as our and their native Westmeath. The Waterloo
have assured us that the 2nd October will be their finest night ever.
The assistant leader of the band is Seamus Roddy who has been as-
sociated with leading Irish show bands and has played most of the top
ballrooms here.

The reception is at 7.30 p.m. for sit down at 8.00 p.m sharp. We can
assure you of a good evenings entertainment with the usual novelties
spot prizes, and carnival effects.

Guests expected are as follows: Dr. J. J. McCormack, Bishop of
Meath; Mr. P. Flanagan Westmeath, G.A.A.; Mr. J. Keegan, Chairman
of Westmeath County Council and Mr. J Bennet, Vice-chairman; Mr.
C. Kiernan, Industrial Development Officer. The Westmeath press and
other guests.

In spite of an inflation rate of 217% we are retaining last years cost
of £10 per ticket but please help your committee by booking early as
we have to stop selling tickets at a reasonable time beforehand in order
to organize the seating arrangements.

Tickets can be had from any of the addresses at the heading. Make
your cheques payable to Westmeath Association in London, come and
join us a Cead Mile Failte awaits you all.

Westmeath Association in Coventry.

Mr. Eddie Darby a native of Killucan who now resides in Coventry
was inspired to have found an association in that area through reading
about us in the media, Eddie contacted Bill Stenson and so the new

(continued on page 2)



Westmeath Association (continued from page 1) _
association was born. The first social was such an outstanding success

on 26th July last that they were able to send two handicapped children
to Lourdes.

We wish Eddie and the new association every success for the future.
We look forward to meeting some of them at our Annual Dinner in
London. Eddie can be contacted at 205, The Barley Lee, Stoke Alde-
moor, Coventry, CV3 1DZ.

Congratulations.

Congratulations are extended to Professor Padraic Martin Joyce,
M.Agr., Sc., Ph.D, on his recent appointment as Professor of Forestry
at University College Dublin. Many years ago Professor Joyce had an
office in Castle Pollard when he was manager of Irish Forest Products
this is where he met his wife Mrs. Phyllis B. Joyce, A.L.CM,, (nee
McCauley) niece of Sean McCauley your P.R.O. After this Professor
Joyce joined the Dept. of Forestry where he conducted a census of the
forests of Ireland, when this was finished he became a lecturer in
forestry at U.C.D. and is still there following his recent promotion.
Professor and Mrs. Joyce’s only daughter was recently conferred with
the title Bachelor of Civil Law (Honours), Barbara Mary also has many
friends in the Castle Pollard area whom she visits quite frequently.

G.AA.

The 1980 Senior Hurling Champions “Ringtown” are at present ar-
ranging a long-weekend in London for the end of October. We may
have more information on this shortly. We want to assure them of a
memorable weekend in the city of our adoption, so watch this space
next month for further details or contact any of the committee.

The Late P. J. Caffrey Memorial Cup.

The competition for the above cup which we present in conjunction
with the Round Towers Football Club is at present being arranged,
more details later.

Deceased Members and Friends.

Most Rev. J. J. McCormack Bishop of Meath celebrated the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass on Cemetery Sunday at the Cemetery in Mullin-
gar, the resting place of our founder P. J. McCaffrey for deceased
members and friends of the Westmeath Association in London.

The Late James Fitzsimons.

A special meeting was convened to pass a vote of sympathy to our
President Rev. Fr. P. Fitzsimons, P.P., St. Boniface, Tooting, on the
recent death of his father. Having passed the vote of sympathy the
meeting adjourned as a mark of respect.

The funeral to Clonmellon, Westmeath was the best attended in
recent times and bore testimony of the esteem in which the deceased
was held in Westmeath and the surrounding Counties.

Our As'sociat.ion was represented in Westmeath by William Stenson.
Gerry Reilly, Billy Attwell and Sean McCauley.

Hope to meet many of you on the happier occasion of our Annual
Dinner on 2nd October. i

Sean McCauley, PRO



ATAILOF

Or HOW TOFLY TO
DUBLIN FROM ONLY 551 RETURN.

Here's good news for anyone travelling to Ireland — a completely new range of air
fares from Aer Lingus.

Flying to Ireland from 8 airports in Britain, Aer Lingus takes you the quickest,
most direct route between two cities, in a flight time of about one hour.

And, with return fares from either Heathrow or Gatwick to Dublin starting
at only £66, even lower fares from other airports, 6 day minimum stays now
abolished, and the Apex booking period cut to only two weeks — there's
more reason than ever for going by Aer.

LONDON to DUBLIN From £66

EDINBURGH, GLASGOW or
MANCHESTER to DUBLIN From £56

LIVERPOOL to DUBLIN From £51

BIRMINGHAM or BRISTOL
to DUBLIN From £59

_Aer

NOW READ THE BOOK! I I ng

Full details in our Bargain Fares leaflet from your local u

travel agent or Aer Lingus Office.

s e Its better by Aer.
Manchester: 061-832 8611

Glasgow: 041-248 4121



Phelan

Specialists in

> )

Formwork

Steel Fixing and Groundwork

Y. P. Whelan X Sons
(Congtruction) Ltd.

Clare House, Pampisford Road

Purley Surrey CR2 2NE

Telephone 668-5264




Fermanagh Association, London
Patron: Most Rev. Dr. Duffy, Bishop of Clogher.
Most Rev. Dr. Frances Kiernan Bishop of Kilmore

CUMANN FHIRMHANACH

DEVENISH 32587 ISLAND
——
Chairman: Mr. H. McCormack., Tel. 01 387 8604.
Vice-Chairman: Mr. D. McManus. Tel. 01 965 - 5155.

Secretary: Mrs. Mary McCormack, 29 Platt Street, London NW1 IRP
Tel. 01-387 8604.

Treasurer: Mr. F. Corrigan.

Photo taken by Martin Moroney four years ago for our 21st Anniver-
sary. Committee members with the challenge cup won by our member,
Mrs. Mary Green in the Inter County Individual Quiz.

The Fermanagh Association are celebrating the Silver Jubilee on 19th
September, 1981 by way of a Grand Dinner/Dance at the McNamara
Hall, The Irish Centre, 52 Camden Square, London NW1 9XB. Quite a
number of people are travelling from Fermanagh for the occasion. The
Fermanagh Association, Dublin are sending a party. We need all the
support we can get as we are a small association though we are 25
y[?rars old, it has been hard work down the years but well worth the
effort.

The committee members have to work very hard indeed with social,
cultural and charity activities. Welfare gets priority and we help where-
ever or when ever we can.

One of the highlights of our year is the Fermanagh stand at the Irish
Festival at Roundwood Park. We have had praise from many quarters
for the stand at which we sell all the Irish goods possible with a choice
for everybody with as many Fermanagh made goods as we can get our
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Federation of Irish Societies

. Mr. Brendan Duffy, ‘‘Mile Failte”’, 12 Firs Ave., Windsor, Berks.
President: Mr. BrenCEy Slough 31122 and (H) Windsor 66934

Vice-President: Mr. Bill Jefferies, Irish Centre, Portsmouth. Tel. (0705) 25152,

Chairman: Mr. Michael Hogan. 56 Hazlebury Avenue, Abbots Langley, Herts.
H Tel.: (B) 01-965 4071 and (H) Kings Langley 65360

-Chairman: Mr. Seamus McGarry, ‘“Thomond,” 150 Mildmay Road, Stevenage,
Vice-Chai ®Herts. Tel. (H) 0438 52336.

Secretary: Mr. Bill Halley, 12 Heyward Road, Southsea, Hants. Tel. (H) 0705 829447

P.R.O.: Mr. Tommy Walsh, ‘“Failte’’, 69 Milton Avenue, Liverpool L14 6TE
Tel.: (H) 051-489 5346

Treasurer: M/s. Sadie Redmond. 33 Score Lane, Liverpool L16 6AN
Tel.: (H) 051-722 6312

Youth Affaire: Mr. Jim McGrath. 25 Rookes Close, Letchworth, Herts.
Tel.: (B) St. Albans 34221 and (H) Letchworth 74406

(Continued from last month)

Let me try now to qualify what I am saying. I, like very many of you
that listen to me here this afternoon, arrived in Britain with next to
nothing, I personally had scarcely the fare to get me here. Britain has
provided me with an opportunity to work and with the opportunity to
educate my family and eventually to provide all of them with good
secure employment. I am not bitter in any way that my own country
was not able to provide me with such opportunities, but I make the
point in order to illustrate that I appreciate the opportunities that we,
as a community, have been able to avail of here in Britain, and I will
never be afraid to record publicly our most sincere appreciation. But,
we have not just taken, we have put something back as well, and I
feel that because we have put something back that we are entitled to
speak out freely.

Even with all the atrocities that are being perpetrated, we must not
allow ourselves to be labelled a violent or a callous people. We should
never hesitate to spell out our desire for peace. We should remind
curselves, and others too, that the National Emblem of Ireland is not
the Lion which is a symbol of power, it is not the Cross which is the
symbol of faith, it is not the Stars and Stripes a symbol of rising hope,
no, the National Emblem of Ireland is a musical instrument, the proud
Harp of Tara, a symbol of Peace and Love. Furthermore, let us remind
ourselves and others too of the greatest public expression of peace and
love ever witnessed by the world, it happened on the plains of Galway
on that misty September morning in 1979 when the Youth of Ireland,
North and South, said Welcome to Pope John Paul. The world has far
too short a memory of events such as this, the same world yearns, cries
out now for an end to the suffering in Ireland, but nobody wants to
move one inch. My God! is it not better to lose Face rather than lose
Lives? The only possible solution must be a political one, and though
I expect many of you would disagree with me, I personally support the
idea of a United Nations peacekeeping force taking over for the
interim period during which constructive talks might take place.
Drastic measures are required to be taken and taken quickly before
therg is Civil war. The Federation’s recent letter to Societies warned of
the involvement of organisations who have not got any real link with
Ireland or the Irish people, but who want to get in on the act. There are
far too many rebels without a cause and they are certainly not interest-
ed in peace in the province.

. We hope and we pray for Peace, we hope and pray for the victory of
justice and love over hatred and violence, and I repeat, surely it is better
to lose Face rather than to lose Lives. I only hope that my voice, It

(continued on page 14)
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An ear for problems

An eye
for opportunities

A head for business

Get it al1 together
at Allied Irish Banks

It’s hard work running your
own business.

So it’s only fair that your
bank should work hard too.

Helping you to grow and
develop. Backing your ideas.
Listening to your problems.
And offering ways to solve them.

It’s all part of a day’s work at

Allied Irish Banks.

We have 33 branches
throughout the UK at your
service. Plus the specialised
services of a merchant bank, a

leasing company and a finance
company.

Call into your local Allied
Irish Banks branch soon.
And get it all together.

‘Alhed Irish Banks

Ireland’s biggest bank in Britain

HEAD OFFICE BRITAIN: 64/66 Coleman Street, London EC2R SAL. Tel: 01-588 0691



Good Quality Fresh Meat

always available from your friendly local butcher

GILLINGS

54 SALUSBURY ROAD, N.W.6.
19 PEEL PRECINCT, N.W.6
328F KILBURN HIGH ROAD, N.W.6

QUINNS & SONS

BUTCHERS
272 Chiswick High Road, London, W4
26 Northfields Avenue, Ealing, W.13

and
7 Petersfield Rise, Alton Estate, Roehampton, S.W.15
Variety of Irish Foods Available
QUINNS & SONS - BUTCHERS

Need Staff ? * Need a Job ?

phone and siat Q1 = 272 7878
(Mrs. Ena O’Connor)
SHAMROCK EMPLOYMENT AGENCY

21 Manor Gardens, London, N.7
(Beside the Royal Northern Hospital)

ANDY & FRANK GANNON LTD.

Civil Engineering Contracts

LEYDON ROAD . STEVENAGE . HERTS.
Tel.: Stevenage 4841

Contractors to Local Government
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Cavan Association London

Life President: Fr. Seamus Hetherton. President: Mr. P. Donohoe.
Chairman: Treasurer:
Mr. Tom O’Reilly Miss K. Fitzsimons
15 Billy Lows Lane “Corduft,”
Potters Bar, Herts. 41 Manston Way
Tel. 77 53884. Hornchurch RM12 5PB.

Tel. 76 53588.

Secretary:
Miss B. Reilly
30 Crayford Road
Holloway, London, N7.

Vice-Chairman:
Mr. T. Farrelly

Assistant Secretary:
Mrs. M. Fitzsimons

Dear Friends.

Welcome back, I hope you all had a good summer and wherever you

spent your holidays you had good weather and a truly enjoyable time.

Before I go any further I must say a few words about the London

Irish festival.

A million thanks to everyone who helped out on the stall, those who
donated home made produce and all the other gifts. In fact our thanks
to everyone who gave of their time and energy to make the day such a
marvellous success. A quick word of thanks to our stewards without

whom the day would not have been possible.

Now a few words about some forthcoming Cavan functions. The first
one is a Supper Dance on Saturday, 26th September at 9.00 p.m., in the
Kennedy Hall at the Irish Centre, Camden Sq., London, NWI1. The
Riverside Five are our band for the evening, and as usual with all
Cavan functions it promises to be a great night out for all. Tickets are

available from all committee members.

Another night to mark in your diaries is Saturday, 14th November,
the night of our Annual Dinner Dance. More details about this in the

next issue.

Bye for now.
Bridie Reilly, Secretary.



THE HONEYPOT

Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, Middlesex

MUSIC EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY
PARKING FOR 50 CARS

Why not take the Family for an Outing.
WE HAVE A LARGE BEER GARDEN

Your Hosts: Kathleen & James Conway

THE ROYAL OAK

86 St. Anns Road, Harrow, Middlesex
Tel. 01-427-0552
TRY OUR LICENSED RESTAURANT

WHICH IS OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
AN IRISH WELCOME AWAITS YOU FROM

Your Host: Tom & Joan O’Flaherty

THE PLOUGH

253 Ealing Road, Alperton, Middlesex

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT TRADITIONAL WITH
SLIABH LUACHRA
SATURDAY NIGHT ITS COUNTRY/WESTERN & FOLK

SUNDAY NIGHT COME ALONG FOR A SING ALONG

Your Hosts: Liam & Geraldine Killeen

Pe Robin Hood

Eating House
218 KING STREET - HAMMERSMITH - LONDON W6
Telephone: 01 748 9560
Open 6.00 p.m. - 1.00 a.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT PRIVATE PARTIES
Business Luncheons by Appointment
Fully Licensed Till 1 a.m.
Proprietor: Tommy Lanigan (Roscommon)
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Federation Youth Report
(Continued from last month)
4. Areas of Investigation.
4:1 The Age Range.

The Committe after much deliberation decided that ‘Youth’
broadly encompassed the age range 14 to 25 years. The Committee were
of the opinion that it was at about 14 years of age that most young
people started making decisions about commitments. Under that age
young people on the whole tend to accompany parents to their Society,
but do not necessarily show a real personal commitment to the Society.
This is of course a generalisation and there are exceptions.

It is within the age range 14 to 19 years that youth tend to drift
away often never to return, and it is to this age range that most effort
should be directed and most emphasis placed.

The Committee were unwilling to draw a line at eighteen years.
Whilst it is recognised that many young people of that age and over are
eligible for full membership of most Societies often they are not afford-
ed a chance of participating in management, and their talents are not
utilised.

Youth in the age range of 18 to 25 years have a great deal to offer
younger members in terms of maturity, experience and leadership, and
often a fresh and sometimes critical approach to Society affairs.

The Committee commended the contributions made to the Irish
community and especially young people by the various dancing schools,
the G.A.A., and Comhaltas particularly in the under 13 age range. The
work done by these organisations in giving young people a grounding
in Irish culture and heritage cannot be praised too highly. The Com-
mittee noted with disappointment however that many of these organis-
ations had no, or tenuous, links with Irish Societies and as a result
many young people involved in dancing, music and sport, did not seem
to join an Irish Society. This seemed particulary so in the case of dan-
cers. The Committee felt that closer links between Societies and the
above organisations were essential and of mutual benefit to both.

4:2 A Question of Identity.

The Committee’s investigations revealed that most of the Youth
in Irish Societies had problems vis a vis identity. This was of course to
be expected. The Committee were aware however that many second
generation Youth with Irish names paid no attention to nor did they
associate with Ireland or Irish organisations. This is equally true of
many first generation Irish. Further a small proportion of Youth in
organisations whilst having a commitment to Ireland felt a certain
amount of conflict having been brought up in England and not having
experience of the Irish way of life.

The answer of course lies mainly in the attitude of parents. Where a
sense of Irishness is passed on to a child one often finds that no matter
where born, the child will have an affinity to and appreciation of
Ireland.

The Committee felt therefore that one of the duties incumbent on
Societies was to run an education programme for Youth where they
may also learn about Ireland, its heritage and culture and gain an
understanding of and an affinity to the country, and what it has to
offer. If a young person does not have this sense of Ireland then it is
doubtful that he or she will wish to participate in an Irish Society. The
hope is to reconcile one’s place of birth and education with a love of
both countries.

There was generally no such problem experienced by Youth of Irish
birth except where all their formative years had been passed in this
country. (continued on page 20)
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the IrRish centre

52 CAMDEN SQUARE, LONDON NW1 9XB

TELEPHONE: 01-485 0051 / 52 REG. CHARITY NO. 221172

Director: Fr. William Cagney. Chairman: Mr. Martin Moroney

(Continued from last issue)

Other difficulties followed. Mrs. X had an Irish widows pension, but
due to the break with sterling the post office would not accept it. The
alternative, payment direct from Ireland was impossible. The local
Department of Health and Social Security agreed, protem., to pay
supplementary benefit.

After one year of great hardship the family was rehoused. Around
this time direct payment of her pension from Ireland recommenced and
it was possible to make an arrangement with an Irish bank to cash
these (Irish Punts) on the day of receipt.

At this stage the gap was bridged, but the road is still rocky. The
family is building its links in the local community, the statutory social
services are involved and all parties are invited to refer back to the
Irish Centre if necessary.

Conclusion.

We are happy to welcome Maureen O'Brien, Social Worker, and
thank the most Rev. Peter Birch D. D. of Ossory for his generous
gesture in seconding her.

We would also like to thank the following for their co-operation and
support during 1979? The Administrative Committee, Chaplains and Staff
of the Irish Centre, the County Associations, the Irish Chaplaincy
Scheme, the Irish Embassy, the voluntary typists, and receptionists who
gave of their time and skill unstintingly, the voluntary and statutory
services especially those in Camden Borough, and the men and women
of the Irish community who have offered employment and accomod-
ation to so many young people who might otherwise have run aground.

Buiochas agus bennacht dla oraibh go leir.
From the Editor.

This concludes the 25th report of the welfare work of the Irish
Centre the 26th is already to hand and will be serialized in this journal
as soon as space permits.
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GOLDEN BOY COACHES LTD.

IRELAND
CONTINENT
ANYWHERE

Whatever the occasion
we have a vehicle to suit

LOW HILL GARAGE - ROYDON - ESSEX
Luxury Coaches - Mini Buses
Double Deckers

For prompt personal attention

Phone Terry Mcintyre or Tom Mulligan
at Hoddesdon 65747 - 67984
Evenings 01-363 5448 or 0279 25958

KPH

PLANT HIRE LIMITED
GELDERD ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BIRSTALL, BATLEY
Tel.: Batley (0924) 470411

COMPLETE RANGE OF CONTRACTORS PLANT FOR HIRE
ALSO LOW LOADERS

R. J. HOWARD ENGINEERS LTD.

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

Specialists in Roads and Sewers, Car Parks and Final Surfacing,
Bulk Excavation, Plant Hire and Landscapes

65 OLD PARK ROAD, LEEDS LS8 1JB
Tel.: Leeds 663155 and 687043
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Offaly Association

Offaly’s Special Music Evening.

Offaly’s Special Music Evening to celebrate our County’s win in the
All Ireland Hurling Championship the place is the Kennedy Hall at the
Irish Centre, 52 Camden Square, London NW1 9XB. The date is 17th
October.

A wonderful group called Bungle Rye has been engaged for their
first appearance in London the music will delight you with mainly
traditional and folk.

With the music goes a buffet and all for only £5. Please help us
celebrate, contact B. Byrne our Vice-Chairman on 01-363-3053 or yours
truly on 01-737-2791.

Hope to meet you all on 17th October, time from 8.00 p.m. to 12
midnight.
May Clarke, (Mrs).

* * * % * *

Federation of Irish Sccieties (continued from page 6)
this wilderness of despair, may be heard by some member of the
British government.

And so my friends, after the homecoming, comes the departure, we
make the promises of what we will do in the year or years ahead
before we come home again. Because of the growing popularity of the
Federation, most of us must accept that we may never again visit
Portsmouth for an Annual Congress. But before we leave, we owe some
promises to the Federation, to the founders, to the parents.

Let us try to take away from Portsmouth with us when we leave
something of the history of the Federation born here. Let us ask our-
selves what were the founders trying to achieve, and have we lived up
to their dreams and their ideals. Let nothing deter us from publicly
displaying our love of Ireland and all things Irish. Let us speak out
with authority and with dignity. I again call on you all as I did a few
years ago to try to resurrect the public expression of our love for our
National Apostle, St. Patrick, by arranging parades in your town or
borough. Get your Society to sponsor in your town or borough a
“multi-community sports day”, bringing people from every community
together, but let the bringing together be seen to be done by you, the
Irish community, I see this as a means of restoring the excellent good-
will that we have always been able to command.

Let each Society and Centre resolve to support wholeheartedly what
we as a Federation are trying to achieve, support and encouragement
are the very life-blood of an organisation such as ours. Go away from
here and preach the gospel of the Federation, continue to be rightly
proud to be Irish. Please God there are brighter times ahead and maybe
we shall see our four green fields bloom once again some day.

Michael Hogan.
Chairman.
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Thames Valley Irish Society
Chairman: J. J. Condron, (Monaghan)
Vice-Chairman: J. Gallahue, (Tipperary) Tel.: 01-894-3036
Secretary: M/S P. Gilroy, (London)
Treasurer: M/S T. Sheehan (London Tel.: 69-58263

By way of introducing ourselves to readers of the Irish Counties
Journal I would like to take this opportunity to ask anybody living in
the Thames Valley area to contact any of the telephone numbers above
for information as to our activities etc. We would welcome any new
members they would find us most convivial and within the scope of
our activities find something of interest. Our forthcoming events are
as follows:

13th September next at Mogden Lane, Isleworth the Persendene Cup
Final starting at 1.30 p.m. Senior Hurling between Sean Traceys (hold-
ers) versus Fr. Murphys.

Senior Football same day, same place at 3.15 p.m., between Aer
Lingus (holders) and Garry Owen.

17th October there is a Presentation Supper Dance at the Winning
Post, Chertsey Road, Whitton, starting 8.30 p.m. With music to the
Four Provence, cost only £6, with bar extension.

14th November we are holding another Supper Dance at the Winning
Post, same cost.

Hope to meet some new friends at some of these functions.

Please telephone any of the above numbers for tickets or myself J.
Condron, 01-894-9964.

% * * * # *

Fermanagh Association (continued from page 5)
hands on. Our main attraction for the festival is of course our own
Belleek China. All work for months beforehand to make the festival a
success, it is rewarding that between seventy and eighty thousand
attend and gives us joy to see our girls marching with heads held high
in their county colours to some fine Irish music.

Every county association can feel justifiably proud to show their
wares, their culture and heritage on this big day, it must be the
biggest exhibition of goods and heritage to be staged in all of England.

The Fermanagh Association Annual General Meeting is held each
year during the month of October, we need more members so why not
join us? Please write to me at the address in the heading of this report
I will be delighted to welcome you or give you any information you

require.
Mary McCormack (Mrs.), Secretary.
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Aer Lingus News from Tommy Dunne @

The Good and the Bad News

“Bad news travels fast” is an Irish saying and you’ve all heard of our
vast losses during 1980 and up to the end of March 1981. Considering
the plight of most airlines and businesses in the present recession Aer
Lingus has done its best to keep abreast of the times and with the
current financial year’s performance we are marginally ahead of budget
and this gives us hope that we are succeeding in at least halting the
serious decline of 1980.

The ambition of Aer Lingus has always been to maintain the highest
standards of service we give to you our clients. Now for the good news:
London - Dublin Return down to £55.

Aer Lingus has reduced its fare between London and Dublin to £55
return.

This represents a saving of up to £64 per person on the standard air
fare—and a saving of £11 on the SuperApex fare, hitherto the cheapest
available.

The new ‘€55 SPECIAL’ fare applies to return travel from London
Gatwick, commencing in the period November 1981 to March 1982, to
Dublin.

Bookings must be made at least 14 days in advance and seats at £55
are limited in number on daily flights (except Saturday) and two flights
daily on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. A 50% refund is available
if bookings are changed prior to travel. Travel insurance is available.

‘£55 SPECIAL’ allows for a stay in Ireland of between one night and
three months, which must include a Saturday night. Children over 2
and under 12 on the date of travel pay 50%. Under 2, the infant is
charged 107%. The offer is not available between 18th-24th December
but the SuperApex fare of £66 return is available.

Return travel from London Heathrow to Cork or Shannon—commenc-
ing in the months of November or February —is available under
conditions similar to the special offer from £69 return.

Aer Lingus November and February Sale.

For travel which starts in the months of November 1981 and Feb-
ruary 1982 from six British provincial airports to Ireland, Aer Lingus
is offering similar savings to that of its London Gateway and under
the same terms and conditions.

From Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Bristol and
Edinburgh, flights to Dublin cost from £49 return. Flights to Cork and
Shannon from the same British airports cost from £63 return.

Full details of these and other special offers are available in the Aer
Lingus Bargain Fares brochure available at the airline’s offices and
travel agents.

Key Results of 1980/81.

Operating Revenue (£‘000) 210,853 plus 14%
Operating Profit/(Loss) & (1,780)
Interest Payments pid 7,717 plus 42%
Net Profit/(Loss)

before tax ii (8,900)
Net Profit/(Loss) after

tax and

extraordinary items v (13,120)
Passengers carried (’000s) 2,126,007 minus 14%
Cargo and Mail (tons) 56,056 minus 15%
Passenger load factor 70% 2 points down
Overall load factor 64% 1 point down
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The Waterford Association, London

Patron: The Most Rev. Dr. Michael Russell, D.D..
Bishop of Waterford and Lismore.

Life President: Right Rev. Charles J. Henderson,
Bishop Tricala and Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark.
Chairman: Mr. John O’Keeffe, 120 Ivy Road, N.W.2.

i Tel. 01 452 7940.
Vice-Chairman: Mr. K. Butler, 1 Rudyard Grove, N.W.7.
Tel. 959 5887.
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. Mary Allen, 10 Ashmore, Agar Grove.
London NW1 9SL. Tel. 267 8100.
Asst. Hon. Sec.: Mr. Bill Aulsberry, 50 George Lansbury House,
Wood Green, London, N22. Tel. 01 889 6579.
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. C. Dee, 14 The Crossways, Wembley Park,
Middlesex. Tel. 61 904 3463.

Hon. Assist. Treasurer: Mr. Paddy Stafford, 53 Caithness House,
Bermerton Street, N.1. Tel. 837 8770.
Membership Secretary: Mrs. Kitty Groves, 33 Kings Crescent,

Finsbury Park, N.4. Tel. 359 5994.

Our members are back from the Annual At Home Dinner in Water-
ford. From what I have heard it was a disappointment only 120 people
sat down to dinner at the Tower Hotel. It is very sad that we can only
muster 120 peoople for an annual event such as this. With all the
people we have helped down the years and all who have gone back to
Waterford to settle down this is a very sad reflection on our Associ-
ation.

We have had a lot of sad news from Waterford with the Managing
Director of our glass company meeting a tragic death in the prime of
his life. Our old friend Tom Kyne has gone to his eternal rest. My two
dear friends Bernard and Stasia Roche who went to Waterford for their
annual holiday and only Stasia came back, my heartfelt sympathy goes
out to dear Stasia in the loss of her life partner.

Our sympathy to Theresa and Johnny Franklin on the tragic death of
Theresa’s young nephew Michael O’Connor aged 20 who was killed in
a fall in Co. Clare, masses have been offered and the relatives are in
our prayers.

Ccngratulations.

Our congratulations to two Tramore surfers on their success in the
Irish Surfing Championship held at Sligo recently. Hugh O’Brien-Mor-
gan who got 2nd place in the mens event and Henry Moore who got
3rd place in the juniors.

My personal thanks to Waterford Crystal Director, Mr. Tom Healy
for presenting a set of Waterford glasses to Mr. Gerry O’Mahony
recently on behalf of the Irish Counties Journal to mark his return to
Ireland, Mr. OMahony was a very good friend to the Journal and to
the Waterford Association while he was in London.

Festival Time.

Festival time is here for Waterfordians and in this the 23rd year
of this world renowned festival it is a success before it starts. I believe
all theatre tickets are sold out and there is a demand for tickets for
anything that is going on around the festival time.

Dates for Your Diary.

24th September—Presentation Farewell to Taigh Feehan Cultural
Attache at the Embassy on his retirement and return to Ireland.

26th September—Dance at the Holyrood Social Club, Tolpits Lane,
Watford.

10th October—Bacon and Cabbage Supper at the Irish Centre.

23rd October—The Golf Outing to Trent Park.

24th October—Annual Dinner at the Grosvenor Rooms, Willesden,
NW10.

More next month. Jane Smyth, (Mrs.), Press Officer.
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Irish Welfare Bureau
SOCIAL WORKERS REPORT

by Sister Jane Frances

The year ending 31st December 1981 was a period of Economic
Recession and steadily rising unemployment in Britain. It is considered
that unemployment has not yet reached it’s peak. An increasingly large
number of people are chasing a rapidly decreasing number of jobs. The
facts and figures of this situation have received a lot of attention from
the National Press. There is no need to enlarge upon them in this

Report.

Accommodation in Britain, especially in the London Area, has always
been a problem for home-seekers and those working for and with
them. The problem has now been aggravated by a present Goverment
Policy of drastic cuts in public spending on housing. This Policy will
increase the number on already very long waiting lists for Council
Houses and flats. It will lead to further unemployment in the Building
Trade—a traditional field of employment for many Irishmen.

The situation is likely to deteriorate further if the Housing Act
(Homeless Persons) 1977, which is at present under review has its
priority groups curtailed. This Act came in to operation in November
1977. It placed the responsibility for homeless on the Housing Depart-
ments of Local Authorities for people who fell into one of the following
four priority groups:

1. All families with children including one parent families with one
lchild but not families deemed to have rendered themselves home-
ess.

2. All pregnant women.
3. Those who are at risk due to fire, flood, etc.
4. Those who are at risk through mental or physical handicap.

The Act provided very little help for the growing number of home-
less people as they are in general outside the priority groups. It did,
however, lead to more effective help being given to Senior Citizens
mentally and physically handicapped people, pregnant women and
battered wives. These groups of people would have received little or no
assistance before the Act was passed.

The Act is at present under review and pressure is being brought to
bear by many Local Authorities to have the priority groups curtailed
especially those for pregnant women and battered wives.

We in Hammersmith Irish Welfare Bureau in conjunction with our
co]leagut;s in Irish Welfare Centres in Britain feel very strongly about
the possible curtailment of this Act. In our capacity as members of the
Welfare Sub-Committee of the Federation of Irish Societies in Britain
we made a puphc appeal to the delegates of all the member Societies
of the Federation at our November 1980 meetings. They were asked to
give the facts of the case to their Societies and encouraged to enlist the
support of their members in objecting to any curtailment of the Hous-
ing Act 1977. It was suggested that M.P.’s, Local Authority Councillors
and others in Public Office be contacted and asked to work for the
Widening of the Powers of the Act to meet the great problems of
homeless in Britain. (continued on page 19)
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Irish Welfare Bureau (continued from page 18)

I (as the representives for Hammersmith Irish Welfare Bureau)
worked on a special sub-committee briefed to study the incidence of
unemployment and homelessness in Britain. I discussed the homeless
situation with members of organisations involved with this problem.
Their assessment of the future was quite alarming. In 1984( if present
trends continue, this problem will have reached tremendous
proportions.

In view of the findings in these areas the Welfare Sub-Committee of
the Federation of Irish Societies decided to issue a Press Release in
the spring of 1881, in the hope of discouraging families, young people
and not so young people who may be affected by rising unemploy-
ment in Ireland, from coming to Britain. This is a concerted effort by
all the Irish Centres in Britain to reiterate what we have been saying
individually every year for many years. The situation is worse now
than ever. It would be wiser to weather the unemployment storm at
home in Ireland with the help of whatever Social Welfare assistance
is availlable than to face the grim economic and housing situation in
Britain.

It is against this background of chronic economic and housing
problems that I present this year’s Report on the work done by
Hammersmith Irish Welfare Bureau. The picture is reflected in our
statistics. The figures given at the back of this Report show that new
applications for assistance increased by 30 per cent to totat 758 cases.
There was only a marginal increase of 2.2 per cent. in the number of
cases previously dealt with which were brought forward into 1980.
This figure was 414 cases. The grand total of 1,172 cases dealt with
shows an overall increase of 18.9 per cent. on the total for 1979.

There was a very considerable increase in the volume of work done
as many of our clients kept in constant touch with us during the year.
They needed our support to help their survival in the very harsh
economic climate. There was a 42.2 per cent. increase in the number

of (To be continued next month)
& * * * * *
Aer Lingus (continued from page 16)
Fleet at 31st March 1981.
Boeing 747 (Jumbo) ... ... ... ... ... 3
Boeing 707 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4 (1]leasedout)
Boeing 737 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 13 (2leasedout)
BAC One-Eleven 4

Note: Since the end of March last, three of the Boeing 707
aircraft have been sold, leaving one in the Aer Lingus fleet.
This aircraft is on long lease with Libyan Arab Airlines
(Tripoli).

MONE BROS. EXCAVATIONS LTD.

ALBERT ROAD, MORLEY, LEEDS LS27 8RU
PLANT HIRE AND EXCAVATION CONTRACTOR

CAT 951 B’S, CAT 977 L'S, DROTT 100 B'S, FORD H44's
JCB 3's, HYMAC 580°’s, D6 DOZERS, TD 8 DOZERS, D8 DOZERS,

LIEBHERR 941’s, DUMTRUCKS, ROAD BRUSHES
EXCAVATION AND SITE CLEARANCE TEL. 523636
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Federation Youth Report (continued from page 11)

When one looks at the vast number of English people with Irish
names, many in public life, it is apparent that complete assimilation
with total loss of Irish identity is all too easy. One question therefore
that ought to exercise the Federation as a whole, and upon which its
future existance may depend, is that Societies as a priority should en-
sure that young members are given a sense of Ireland without prejudice
to their place in Society.

The Committee felt that this matter was important and deserving of
further investigation.

4:3 The Promotion of Youth Groups.

The Committee see as a first priority the promotion of the form-
ation of organised Youth Groups in Societies giving Youth a platform
and a sense of belonging. Such Groups however should be an intergral
part of the Society and should be encouraged to participate fully in
Society affairs to give their views and opinions upon the management
policy etc. of the Society. It seems to be common ground that the
future of Societies are their young people. Their contributions therefore
must be important to the future policy and direction of the Society.

Most Societies feel a need to form and encourage such Groups and
the Committee feel that the Federation should give as much help and
assistance as possible to them. The Groups should be properly consti-
tuted within the framework of the individual Society. Opportunities
should be given for the Officers of Youth Groups to attend meetings of
the main Society Committee as observers and where possible full part-
icipating members. Where appropriate youth in the latter part of the
age range should be encouraged to stand for office in the Society, and
all youth afforded a chance to participate fully in Society affairs—for
example, by serving on Sub-Committees.

4:4 The Organisation of Youth within the Federation.

The Committee is very enthusiastic about the idea of a National
‘Youth Movement under the umbrella of the Federation.

The Committee sees the establishment of this movement as a natural
development of the formation of flourishing Youth Groups
among the Member Societies. It should be directly responsible
to a Youth Officer appointed by the Officers of the Federation, and
liaise with a standing Sub-Committee on Youth. Such a movement
would be useful for the following reasons:

4:4:1 To provide a platform for young people to voice their represent-
ative opinions.

4:4:2 To provide a link with and support for the Federation in achiev-
ing its aims and objectives.

4:4:3 To assist Youth towards meeting the need for social, cultural
and personal needs.

4:4:4 To expand opportunities for associating with other Groups
regionally, nationally and internationally.

4:4:5 To provide realistic opportunities for education through involve-
ment in organisational affairs.

The Sub-Committee discussed the structure and composition of such
a movement. It should ideally be a part of, and an individual member of
the Federation. It should comprise of Youth Groups of Member Societies
organised on at first a regional and latterly a national basis. Finance
and funding may be obtained through sponsorship and grants from
Member Societies or the Federation itself. The movements constitution
should closely follow that of the Federation and should subscribe to the
aims and objects of the Federation.

As a precursor to the formation of such a movement however the
recommendations outlined in paragraph 4 :3 above should be carried
out. o (continued on page 24)



COLLINS IRISH DANCEWEAR LTD.

Jig Shoes, Reel Shoes, Ballet Shoes, Tights, Poodle Socks,
Crochet Collars and Cuffs, Tara Brooches, Costume Jewellery,
Sequins and Diamante.

Trophies, Cups, Medals, Centres, etc.

We also Toe and Heel Jig Shoes All Enquiries to:
P. COLLINS, 3 CHARLEVILLE CIRCUS, SYDENHAM, LONDON SE26
Telephone 01 778 3902

P. MULKERRINS LIMITED

DEMOLITION & EXCAVATION

28 Caxton Way, Holywell Industrial Estate, Watford
Telephone: Watford 26050 and 24960

CLARE ASSOCIATON

BACON & CABBAGE SUPPER

at the Irish Centre, Murray St., Camden Square,
London NW1 9XB

on Saturday, 3rd October, 1981 — Tickets - £5 each
*
PARISH RE-UNIONS
November

For information on above Telephone:
Teresa Doyle - 837 6098. Mrs. Mary Dempsey - 888 6164.
Mrs. Bridie Neeves - 71 32487
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“0Old Granny”’
By Michael Hannon

Old Granny had no riches
Nor wealth of worldly store;
But there was a welcome always waiting
When you crossed the threshold of her door.
“Come in, sit down, and rest your feet,”
She’d say with coaxing smile.
“Sure, 'twill only take a minute
To get the kettle on the boil.”

She’d tell me tales of heroes,
Old legends of the Gael.
There was humour and some sadness too
Interlaced in every tale.
And sometimes, too, to tell the truth
A tear down my cheek would roll,
For Old Granny had a kind o’ way
To jerk the teardrops from your soul.

But there was heaven in her laughter
Which resounded off each wall

Of her “oldie-worldie” cottage
Where hung pictures big and small.

Pictures of those loved ones
Scattered far-and-wide;

Leaving cold and vacant places

By Grandma’s fireside.

The dresser by the window
Was a world unto itself,
With plates and pots and pitchers
Decorating every shelf.
And, standing in the hallway,
Like a prisoner in the dock,
Striking out the quarters—
Stood Grandma’s—Grandfather Clock.

Now tumbleweed and wild flowers grow
Where Grandma’s cottage stood;

And the night winds croon a lullaby
Like old Granny often would.

But something deep within me tells—
She has reached that Heavenly goal;
For from out those ruins I often hear—

The laughter of her soul.
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Pugsley Roofing

Netw Roofs, Voof Repairs,
Suttering and General Property
Maintenance

Telephone 01 992 7757

Pugsley Roofing
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Federation Youth Report (continued from page 20)
4:5 The Federation’s Role Regarding Youth.

The Federation should be aware of the importance of Youth not
only to ensure its continued existance but as a means of keeping alive
a sense of Irishness among its young people. The Irish in this country
have never in the past been as successful as their fellows in, for ex-
ample, the United States or Australia in keeping alive Irish traditions
and a sense of Irishness. One reason for this is probably the close
proximity of Ireland and the fact that the Irish community has never
felt itself completely cut off from the mother land as have those in
more distant countries. The Irish in Britain have always had in the back
of their minds and in their hearts the idea of returning to Ireland and
have regarded their stay as a temporary one. Noble as this may be it
has been shown as historically unrealistic as the proportion of emi-
grants who return to Ireland has never been high. It has resulted how-
ever in the failure of the Irish community to set up powerful, political
and social institutions to represent the Irish community in this country
as the Irish Americans have done. There are of course many other
factors which have also contributed to this, not the least being the
historical ties with Great Britain and representation in the British
Parliament. However such Irish M.P.s have never represented the Irish
settled here. It is really a question of motivation and need which per-
haps has been lacking in the past. Since the War however the growth
of Irish Societies and the formation of the Federation have gone some
of the way to redress the balance but there is still a long way to go.

In view of the falling off of immigration from Ireland and the death
of many of the native born Irish as time goes on, it will be largely up
to the second generation to represent the interests of the Irish com-
munity here and in order to do so they must feel part of that com-
munity. It is the task of the Federation to encourage this by keeping
alive amongst its children a sense of Ireland, a desire to contribute to
the Irish community in Britain, to take an interest in and further Irish
culture, heritage and sport, and to train youth to become leaders of the
Irish community. Adoption of the recommendation of the Sub-Commit-
tee will certainly go some way to achieving this. What is required
however is a positive commitment to the idea.

4:6 The Role of Youth in Affiliated Societies.

It has been said that the second generation are the future of the

Irish Society. Here however there is an inbuilt conflict. Most Societies
were founded as a meeting place for Irish people where the culture and
traditions of Ireland could be kept alive among a community in an alien
culture. There is no guarantee that the second and subsequent gener-
ations will have the same aims of mind. The role of Youth therefore
should not be seen merely as one of keeping things going as they are.
Youth are bound to want change and inevitably if and when the second
generation take over there will be change as cultural references and
outlook are different to those of the first generation.
. Given that change will be inevitable the Committee found it refresh-
ing that the signs at present are that it will be more of a change of
direction rather than emphasis. The Youth in Irish Societies at present
want to preserve culture and heritage and often seem more enthusiastic
about it than their parents. Encouragement of such attitudes will see
the survival of existing Societies with original aims and objects to the
forefront, rather than their dilution into mere social clubs.

However Youth Groups sponsored by affiliated Societies do not exist
for the sole purpose of ensurng their continued existence. Youth
Groups should be developed primarily for the benefit of their members
and secondly to pursue the aims and objects of the Parent Society. This
In no way implies total control by the parent body but a role rather
of support. We would like Youth Groups in so far as possible to be self-
organising, self-supporting, self-financing and to meet the needs of their
members. (to be continued)
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IRISH SUGAR COMPANY

AND

ERIN FOODS LTD.

INVOLVED WITH
THE BUILDERS
OF RURAL IRELAND

Their products spell
the message of our
farmer’s worth in

40 countries




M. J. CLANCY & SONS LTD.

Civil Engineering Contractors

Clancy Developments Lid.

Building Contractors

Clancy Plant Hire Ltd.

Plant Hire Specialists

R. E. Docwra Lid.

Public Works Contractors

Docwra Plant & Tool Co. Ltd.

Plant Hire Contractors

Wembley Pipe Welding Co. Ltd.

Specialised Welding

Callan Investments Ltd.

Estate Developers

CLARE HOUSE

COPPERMILL LANE, HAREFIELD
MIDDLESEX UB9S 6HZ
Telephone: Harefield 3711

Published by Thomond Publishing Co. Tel. 01 - 427 - 9721
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