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AWhat | didduring my PhD and subsequent research
AWhat | found
AWhy it mattersto think about the city in terms of both time & space




What | did
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What | did: ethnographic mapping

AParticipant observation
AGraphic anthropologyinterviews
AMapping and making plans of different places & phenomena

ABlock scale
ABuilding scale
ARoom/person scale



The Depth Structure of a
London High Street:
a Study in Urban Order

https://repository.londonmet.ac.uk 278/






B sSally

I Very close relationship, intimaciove
Close, good friend, close neighbolike/love
Colleague, neighboufrequent acquaintance
Acquaintance

Unknown person, neutral/aversion

---- Daily journey

----- Occasional journey

daughte®

Person with no outline: the
relationship with this person
continues across a range of places

4 Outlined person: for Sallythis
pa & % person is attached to this particular
S S time/place
= choir
Ha practice

Entrance is by invitiation only

Entrance allowed if money is being
spent

S a | sblgcé ballet
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Spaces existing simultaneously: front,
back, street the whole scene

semi-private:
service area
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private:
kitchen

public:
cafe seating




Thoughts on methodology

AFollow your nose it knows

AResearcher is always present in reseayeltknowledge that

Acl £ 1 (02 LIS2LX ST UKSBQNB Fftgleéea (KS
they seem (remember you bring yourself to the situation)

AMapping and drawin% at any scale shows you what.is imporiant in a . ‘
aAludzZ UAZ2Y AuQa Yy "AYUSNLINBUAGS | (

AE_tthn%)_graphic mapping a creative @ca conversation between you and the
situation

ABeing there is valuablebe there to observe, participate and draw (space
and time)

ATimescales or temporalities are different and overlapping: days, weeks,
months, years, decades, centuries



What | found



Urban Depth and Depth Structure

Urban Depth: a term which describes the contents of buildings,
city blocks and neighbourhoods in their entirety, including
architectural, economic and social aspects.

Depth Structure: how Urban Depth is structured, with the
following components:

AZones
AThresholds, indicated by boundary conditions

ADecorum indicators
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0 Street

1 Waiting area

2 Reception desk
3 Main salon

4 Hairwashing

5 Toilet

6 Kitchen

7 Treatment rooms (upstairs)

- - == ZONES
........... thresholds
. boundary objects



front door and
picture window
to High Road

High Road

waiting sofa, for
clients waiting for
behind me, adjacent to salon services
the door. is the reception
desk, where a staff
member always sits

gradation of publicness

client having Oya’s sister can be
hair dyed seen sitting at the
reception desk

gradation of publicness

barrier of shelves
marking a change in
level of publicness

High Road



up to sunbeds

and treatments
and
washing machine,
vacuum cleaner and
general junk storage

understairs cupboard

cleaning products

stored behind sinks,
out of sight of door

“back of house’

*front of house’

private conversations in
the kitchen in Turkish

door through to kitchen and
WC (WC accessible to clients
and visitors)
people walking in from hair cutting and styling,
nails and eyebrow
threading in English

the street intercepted by
person at reception desk
gradation of publicness

sinks for washing clients hair
are a barrier marking change S
in level of publicness 5
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s
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High Permeability Low
ease of crossing thresh-
old between zones

High

Information
how much is communicated about

adjacent zones, or zones out of sight



shelf at front of house, neatly arranged to sell products shelf in kitchen, never intended to be seen or used by anyone except staff members






Zone within the depth structure,
each with its own particular norms

: + Threshold between zones in the
. . depth structure

Boundary conditions e.g. architec-
ture, furniture, decor

L _> Sight lines offering information about
other zones in depth structure

S0000OCOOOOINROOIONONNDS
W 0000000000000 0
°

sign giving info

about zones which ---------oo-o /

cannot be seen
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Why it matters
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DEPTH

Position in street network
Position in urban block
Signage indicating publicness
Location of entrances
Barriers

Thresholds & boundaries
Openness to the street
Opening hours
Communication of relevant
knowledge

Welcoming gatekeeping
Publicity
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drawing by Joseph Williams for VitalOKR



In 2018 14% of businesses in the
Old Kent Road Opportunity Area
had been contacted by Southwark



Business Consultation Meeting, 12 March 2018, New Covenant Church
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Too To Too To Too Too Too o T

Spatially accessible on the main road

No signage - only invited guests

Two thresholds to cross including a church

No visual connection to the street

No flyers or posters distributed

2-hour event

Fewer than half of local businesses on the mailing list
45 people attended of 9,500 business employees

No records of the discussion in the public domain



