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Life scientists:
educate othersto
help strengthen
biosecurity

Scientific advances in fields
such as genome editing and
artificial intelligence have led
to concerns about ha luse,
Partly as aresult, cou S

are working to strengthen

the United Nations Biological
Weapons Convention, which
prohibits the development of
such weapons. The convention’s
next major review is scheduled
for2027. The most rg round
of negotiations by theworking
group aimed at strengthening
the convention concluded

in August, but progress was
slow because of long-standing
divisions and the need for
consensus.

Scientists have helped to set
up the International Nuclear
Security Education Network
and are part of the Advisory
Board on Education and
Outreach of the Organisation
for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons. Life scientists, too,
could implement biosecurity
education, to help prevent
the misuse of their benignly
intended work.

At the working group’s latest
meeting, there was support for
establishing an International
Biosecurity Education Network
(IBSEN), but no formal
agreement was reached (see
go.nature.com/4muguil). We
and others have done projects
on biosecurity education
and have begun a pilot IBSEN
using charitable funding
(https://ibsen.org.uk). We
urge the working group to
recommend establishment of an
IBSEN at the 2027 review.
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Related links Behind the
scenes in the biosafety office
https://www.nature.com/
articles/d41586-020-00593-5

Why evaluating the impact of
Al needs to start now https://
www.nature.com/articles/
d41586-025-02266-7
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inline link: ‘artifical intelligence’ https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-03815-2
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inline link ‘dual use’ https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-03011-0
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To Author: Please confirm that 2027 is correct and provide a source for fact-checking purposes if possible. // au confirms, says: 1.	We don’t have official link for the 10th Review Conference in 2027, but it is every 5 years, you can fact check from the link  Implementation Support Unit – UNODA with paragraph “The mandate of the ISU has been renewed by each subsequent Review Conference. Most recently, at the Ninth Review Conference in 2022, States Parties renewed the mandate of the ISU until 2027.” the next Review Conference will be in Dec 2027, exact dates to be confirmed.
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