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CONTENTS

Portfolio contents follows the methodological structure of the research.
The PhD methodology consists of three stages: Investigator, Narrator, 
and Maker. During the Investigator stage, the researcher has
studied archives and facilitated walking observations, reflective 
drawings to evaluate the local affordances of the research context.
Both physical and non-physical affordances analysis and walking
investigations helped to define speculative sites for the Siberian
Imaginaries projects. The Narrator and Maker stages are defined
in the final two projects of the imaginaries. The portfolio also 
includes speculative projects that did not go ahead.

CASE STUDIES MAP 
EMPIRICAL DATA ANALYSIS TAKEN INTO THE SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES

* PAPER PROJECTS - speculative projects for learning-by-making that did 
not proceed to the making stage
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NON-PHYSICAL AFFORDANCES
HISTORY OF INDIGENOUS CULTURE

PHYSICAL AFFORDANCES

HISTORY OF URBAN FABRIC EXPANSION - YAKUTSK

FUNDAMENTAL CONDITIONS - YAKUTSK

CURRENT URBAN REALM - BUILDING TYPOLOGY

MAP OF EXISTING SHARED SPACES

SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES

WALKING OBSERVATIONS - YAKUTSK

PAPER PROJECTS - 17th DISTRICT

PAPER PROJECTS - EMPTY SPACE / BOTANICAL GARDEN

CHOSEN SITES FOR SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES 

IMAGINARY 1 - THE CANAL

IMAGINARY 2 - THE POND

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN

CASE STUDY 1 - OYUUR PARK

CASE STUDY 2 - DOG CITY

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING-BY-MAKING
CASE STUDY 3- AMPHITHEATRE PROJECT IN LONDON
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CASE STUDIES MAP 
EMPIRICAL DATA ANALYSIS TAKEN INTO THE SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES

MA project
“Growing Structures”
in Yakutsk, 2019

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING-BY-MAKING
PROJECTS

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN PROJECTS

SNOWABLLING INTERVIEWS

PhD timeline

Key

Case Study 3
Amphitheatre in Caledonian Park 
in London, 2021

Case Study 1
Top-down Project of Oyuur Park
in Lensk, 2019-2021

Case Study 2
Bottom-up Project of Dog’s City
in Yakutsk, 2021

Interviews were held with practicioners from
Northern Canada, Greenland, Scandinavia, 
the UK, and various parts of Russia.

The PhD case studies have been affected by the COVID pandemic - travel 
and social gathering restrictions. However, these restrictions allowed to test 
other methods of online participatory design workshops and online snow-
balling interviews. Furthermore, the politico-economical situation of Russia 
is affecting the imported resources in Yakutia and adds to its remotness 
(transportation and travel restrictions). 
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STAGE 1 - NON-PHYSICAL AFFORDANCES
HISTORY OF INDIGENOUS CULTURE
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STAGE 1 - PHYSICAL AFFORDANCES
HISTORY OF URBAN FABRIC EXPANSION - YAKUTSK

Key

City, dense areas Green spaces / forests River, canal, ponds

Chochur Muraan hill Direction of further urban expansionGrowth of the city
fabric
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STAGE 1 - PHYSICAL AFFORDANCES
CURRENT URBAN REALM - YAKUTSK - BUILDING TYPOLOGY
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STAGE 2 - PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 
CASE STUDY 1 - OYUUR PARK IN LENSK - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 2
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STAGE 2 - PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 
CASE STUDY 1 - OYUUR PARK IN LENSK  - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 2
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STAGE 2 - PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 
CASE STUDY 2 - DOG CITY IN YAKUTSK - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 3
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STAGE 2 - PARTICIPATORY DESIGN 
CASE STUDY 2 - DOG CITY IN YAKUTSK - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 3
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STAGE 3 - COLLABORATIVE LEARNING-BY-MAKING
CASE STUDY 3 - AMPHITHEATRE PROJECT IN LONDON - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 4
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STAGE 3 - COLLABORATIVE LEARNING-BY-MAKING
CASE STUDY 3 - AMPHITHEATRE PROJECT IN LONDON - EXTRACT FROM APPENDIX 4
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - SPECULATIVE SITES
WALKING OBSERVATIONS - YAKUTSK

5

2

1

Speculative site 1
“Empty Space”

Speculative site 2
“Bridge”

Speculative site 3
“Canal”

Speculative site 4
“17th District”

Speculative site 5
“Pond”
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - SPECULATIVE SITES
PAPER PROJECTS

The speculative site 4 - 17th District was stopped 
first.Initially, the territory was thought to be a suitable 
site for a bottom-up project as it is the least devel-
oped residential area in the city of Yakutsk. However, 
the walking observations and drawing analysis have 
shown the major restrictions. The site is due to be 
demolished by the local authorities in the near future 
because of its dangerously poor conditions.Renova-
tion of the wooden apartments would cost nearly the 
same as a new build due to their current state. The 
residents of the 17th districts would not be happy for 
the bottom-up projects as they are currently fighting 
for the bigger changes. Nowadays, the majority of the 
residents had moved out elsewhere to wait for the 
replacement developments. 

Urban realm sketch - typical residential block in 17th district

Site photos 17th district

Street scape sketch - 17th district - Yakutskaya street

Hand-drawn map of the 17th district
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - SPECULATIVE SITES
PAPER PROJECTS

Site photos
Spring                                            Summer

Proposal 1 - “Northern Lights”

Proposal 2 - Green Space - Metal structure

Proposal 3 - Green Space - Metal structure

Proposal 4 - Green Space - Timber structure

The speculative site 1 - First got the permission from
the local authorities for building a temporary 
structure but later on the project was asked to be
realised in the territory of the botanical garden in
outskirts of Yakutsk. Later on, the project was put 
on hold due to the pandemic restrictions.
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - SPECULATIVE SITES
CHOSEN SITES FOR SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES

SIBERIAN IMAGINARY 1
THE CANAL

EXTRA SITE
THE BRIDGE

SIBERIAN IMAGINARY 2
THE POND

The bridge site was used for the 
open call for participation during
the exhibition.

Site photos

Site photos
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 1
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 1

Existing Plan

GARAGES

CITY CANAL

EXISTING 
BRIDGE

NEW AC-
CESSIBLE 

BRIDGE

EXISTING 
BRIDGE

RESI APT

RESI APT

RESI APT

RESI APT

PLAYGROUND

TURGENEVA ST

BUS STOP

BUS STOP
TURGENEVA ST

Proposed Plan
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 1
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 1
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 2
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SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 2



25

SIBERIAN IMAGINARIES - PROJECT 2




