| My gear Brian,
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Many apmlogies for nat replying eouner to your

?5f;icipa1 beiﬁg that 3 didn t have uf;iulent timﬁ (or perhaps nuff~

Qﬁg}learn ﬂore of your vim*s of tme prsaeut aztumtien»

"freaﬁen = farf a this men“ 1$ canuernad ‘was that P.F. told mo

o M ﬂoﬂ%ay of hiw intendmﬁ visib to you. and 1 w&a wnklaus te

i

3 feel sure ho:ever, thau you‘will averluok the '

”;{f&ela in wri*ing,ura that I can csme"ta arima" atraightaway.?ho

,“}gat all: LQ aaomit waa to aw&&er & letwargic Louncil ta 8, saﬁ!@

S i

‘vlfof reepﬁnsibilitlns wng . to brinn hcna to tnﬂm the ﬁravitv nf :

}'letter of Jume 1. 1 nave a numbar of exouses to Qfler thsAurin-..

j‘ficiﬁnt enarﬁv } bo writ# tﬁs letuar I aau&ed to write, A further

i_ﬁjgurpess of my ﬁalf Yearly”xzpqrt,whlch 1 was under no obllgatian A

Jthe dea%ue 8+ financi&l plim“ . I att&ap*nﬂ to aut’lne taa prin— f.:

'3n1931 eausea,as uuey aopsareﬁ to ma, @f hhe Leaﬁue s failure to

?g5tha avathg ar thn ﬁadcrity a* the Gouncll itself I sugbeshed

f;f;raﬁher czaritwbly perhaps, thﬁt—thls auathy‘was acrﬁ apparent khl

.:Ithan re&l ari was 9xu1a1nad n&rtly bv 1&01 of airectlon at tna'

1ﬁea£'that 15’ @y—ahaﬂnce of a Chairt&n %uo would emergisa taﬁ

Miiber i Gp. ehhallse thotP stapales St t P - ch&nnela.,f*@f_g

“fomaxe-tu : r@presa 9Apectef of 1t and mmaug th&se e&us®s I pl&v?ﬁ
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’°”';JOVPr-rated the readineas of inactive members to help,

even 1f tngy/&irected (or requested) by a Chairman, but I think you
will agreeﬁ@han any Hon,Sec,who takes a serious view of his respon-
slbilities, is bound to miss the-eonopefation and advice of an
active Ghélrman'and that in the absence of a Standing Committee his
pcsition‘ls\a‘very difficult one.For that reason alone, 1 felt
obliged tc;draw attentian to thé_handicaps imposed on the League by
the exiﬁting arrangemeht and my remafks",l assure you, were not in
the 1east:qirected against you but against the situstion in which
you as an unwiiline Chairman wére only the nominal head of an Organ-
'1sation which in reality you should be directing.

I reallse, however, that L was guilty of discourtesy to you
in not informing you beforehand of my intended vemarks and I offer
sincérejapologies;The fact is that my report was prepared rather
hurriediy»éﬁa'was‘completed only 1% minﬁbes before the appointed
tiﬁé f6r the Council meeting.In other circumstances andiwith nora
exmerience ,E;shguld haV@ acted differentlys The.discourtesy in other
words was altogeéher unintentiénal and I nlead in self-justification,
too, that i allowed a genuline eagerness to organise the League's‘
affairs on & nproper basis to over-ride the taect which an Hon.Sec.
might have been expected to display.Above all, 1 was aware of your

t*itﬁde to tige duties of a Chairman,which you deflned very blearly
at our inltial meetirngs ,wher you &ccepbed the Council's invitatioﬂ
i) You polnted out,I remember, that tae
only af ter glrong protest, .
Chalrman's jJob was necessarily the most important 1n an Organ&satiou
of the kind and would make demands upon tuse occupant which you

could not oossibly ment You told me later in a nhone conversation

-of the #iaws_you took of Dublin's unwillingness to finance the
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Organisation on an adequate scale and gave to undergtand generally
that you could see little hope for the Leapgue(and consequently
Rar 1ittle justification for your remaining on as Chairman )
unless Dublin altered its atbtitude.lr P.Fitzgerald has in your
abtence taken the chair at Coungil meotings and acted as e
of the Office,but has not hac the time‘(or freedom) reguired for
Carrying out bhe dubties which you defined at the Charing Cross
'Hotelvas thoge which would fall to the lot of the Chairmen,lrue,
v some of these cutles ére being‘discharge& by mr.B&rry-ﬁalsh;but
up o recently most of his time has besn taken up by work connect-
ed directly or indirectly with the crgaﬁisaticn of branches and
his task isx all the more difficuld in thet be has only a small
panél of speaXxers upen wulch to call and that over one-nalf the

members of tie Council are not pulling thelr weight,

Sunday,June 25
| Ywu will wnderstand then,Briasn, why I consideréd 1t necegs~
J ‘ary’to apeaL of ceréuin weaknes8¥in our Orgenisatior and why gmong,
thBSe I ineluded the abgerice of en active Chairman.I have regretted
all along thﬁt‘we,cduld ﬁot have the benefit of your éo-oberatlon

even in a limited way,say, by your attendence at cccasional Couneil

o meetings. I must say,however, that I have not been in agreement

L :w1tn your view that Dublin should be prepared to back us on  a
11&rge acale.Rather I have held that cur bounell should Tirst of

'all prove itsell #€s woruhy of finaneing by amsking a vlmorous effort
off;ta own bo pubt the Partition issue before the British nublic.nnce
it had'putlup_a decent showing ,its positioﬁ in rélation to Dublin
-and by Dublin I maen the Irish Government-would be inmeasurably



M ];tronger. I had not aalculated howover. cn the apaﬁhy °f ‘the
fi Ir1gh people aanerally on the Anti-?artitian 1ssue or perhaps 1*
may ba uruar to say on tha acepticiam of our people ae to the good

“f*likalg @B accrue from"informing Britisn pub‘ic oPinion in favour

 "31 the abaliticn af EP&l&&Ln-r Gertain]y, tha coursge of Irish

 :'h1atery affords litt e zustlfieaticn £or any :reat confiéﬁnce ef

;  the posalbilluies of an eéug&tiona& Gamp&ifn bdt 1% wsamed to me
 ~‘1aat December tuat witn munLGh gtill frenh in publie'memory,wlth
‘“]shevinternaéicnal-outloak‘50 unaé%t;ed aﬁd“%ith-ﬁriﬁai&'s obvious
. desire for & close undersbending witi tie United States,condite-
ions WQf§ mcré f6§ourab1e thai aﬁ*&ny'timé”in ﬁhﬂ'paﬂt amd that
‘1,an Org:nisﬁtinﬁ fcn@edfon-broadvlinaa 3uci'as gura'mignﬂ;méke‘a

- useful eontﬁibutlah‘ﬁpwﬁhe-rémovalacf the Berder.
Tide i3 now orl{ of 4LudmﬁL0 L%tsfﬂj hum ver ;'and

séae hﬁr& uhlﬁhiﬁEAWilL-have L0 ba dou@ dJQuu Ghe future For that

' ‘roaaon,I would 11#9 very muen Lo have an oppe rbu‘itJ of aettinh
? 'ycur oonaiﬁeraﬂ viawg.uma 0010 pur icular;y Lo Lanrn what you have‘
¢7 in minﬁ bg"w-nd un tua Laagaa in s prsse1t uru Gy
: Eaanwhile I ain vary glad Lo éearn 1rom r; . nhab you
..‘are wllling to darer your resxgnatiOM for tne tine bexng and

{aasume you or mv apprsclatlon of the ﬂGTViceu yﬂu rendered ua at

our bwa prineipal neetlnga.‘ '
hiaﬁ regaraa and best wlshes,

Vours verv sinaerely,
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