Greenwich proving to
be new Irish hot-spot :

BY ELAINE SHERIDAN

IRISH strongholds in Lon-
don have traditionally
been in areas such as Kil-
burn or Cricklewood.

But the borough of Green-
wich, home to one of the
biggest Irish communities in
Britain, looks set to rock that
tradition.

The Irish are now the
largest ethnic minority in the
borough of Greenwich. And
to cater for their needs is the
Irish in Greenwich organisa-
tion.

Launched in 1984 the organ-
isation was established to
enable the Irish community
to play its full part in Green-
wich and, in particular, to
promote independent living
for Irish elders.

Initially it engaged in pro-
moting Irish cultural activi-
ties and raising awareness of
issues of concern for the
local Irish community but in
recent years has shifted its
focus to serving the margin-
alised sections of that com-
munity.

Centre Manager Ellen Hal-
ley said: “Thanks to the Dion
funding we are able to make
a difference to the Irish in
Greenwich.

“This year we got a signifi-
cant increase in money and
we’ll certainly put that
money to good use.

“The staff and volunteers
here pull out all the stops to
assist in whatever way possi-
ble.”

Recently emphasis has been
placed on its Elders Outreach
and Advocacy services as
well as the Supporting People

; by a working group who 4
wanted to challenge racism and harassment
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= REACHING OUT: Elders outreach worker Anne Ryan, centre manager Ellen

programme and the all-
important lunch clubs that
have exceeded all expecta-
tions since the first one in
September 2000.

Due to popular demand
three weekly Irish lunch
clubs currently run with a
fourth starting at the end of
October.

Up to 60 pensioners attend
the various lunch clubs
where a hearty Irish meal is
cooked by an army of kind
volunteers who cook, serve
and clean up afterwards.

One pensioner said: “It’s a
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great sense of occasion for us
and after lunch there is
music played along with a
game of bingo and a raffle
with spot prizes. It certamly
keeps us alive and we!

And the lady responsmle is
Angela Kearins.

The Irishwoman said: “I
love what I do. I just love it.
Seeing these elders get
dressed up and meet each
other every week is great. It
gives them a chance to get
out of the house and gives
them a sense of purpose.

“It’s a great social event for

Halley, utreach worker Eileen Taylor and support worker Veronica Murphy provide
a valuable service along with lunch club manager Angela Kearins, inset.

them where they catch up
with all the news from home.
Some of them go to all three
lunch clubs in the different
areas which fills the day for
them.

“Without these clubs the
days would be long and
empty for a lot of the pen-
sioners. And the volunteers
are brilliant — without them
we couldn’t succeed.”

The lunch clubs are held at
Glydon Centre in Plumstead,
Progress Hall in Eltham and
Trinity Hospital in High-
bridge, Greenwich.

® FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Lunch club regulars Mary and Noel Coughlan, who hail from
Cork, and Patrick Owens from Co. Mayo.
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