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Abstract

This study explorethe concepbdf sexual citizenship as it applies to the lives of gay
men living in nonmetropolitan areas d@fritain, and Ireland. Bothcountrieshave
undegonedramatic sociallegaland cultural changes over recent decades hand
witnessedorofoundand progressive shifta public attitudes towards lesbiagayand
bisexualpeope. Given historical tendencies towards atrocentriddiasin researcimg

gay livesthis studytakes place utsidethe largemetropolitan centres of populatidn.
travelsto a world ofsmallertowns, villages and farms. In making this journey, the
reseach aims to understand the life world and experiences of gaylivmeq within
theselocales. It seeks to explore the dynamics created by the intersection of sexuality
and the space of the rur@lucially it strives to develop amderstanding of theatue,

depth, and scopeftheme n6s sexual citizenship, as it
context.

Forty-four men were interviewedwentytwo in England and twentiwo in Ireland.

The study finds thauralmen in both countries share similar experemconcerns and
worries. All of the men recall an awakening in childhood and adolescence that the
were different from other male age mateipwed by a slow realisation (often resisted)
that the could be gay. The study finds that profound social,anitiral changebave
been ofcritical importance to the meim encouragingnany of them (though not all)

to begin the uneven, and continuqusrocess of coming ouembracing asexual
minority identity, andin doing sobecomingsexual citizens.

Thestudy findsclear consensus thite nonmetropolitan conteistrelevant to thenen,
especially in how they negotiate their sexual identiile life outside the citiesan
bring a number oflistinctadvantagessuch as tranquillity, and a more relaxeatg of
life, themenalso reporhumerouschallengesvhich include social isolatiorpowerful
hegemonicnarratives aroundural masculinity, and a pervasive heteronormative
culture As suchthe ruralspacecan be anlgéenatingenvironmentNonetheless, #se
men continue to live in the rural, and by their presencdaramdasinglisclosurethey

are changing the cultural narrative of what it means to be gay in the space of the rural
creating rural gay (male) identities, which agpeadifferent from metopolitan gay
(male) identities In many ways, their rural environment creates simitEmtity
characteristics, and limitations, despite their residency in different countries.

In assessing the men as sexual citizens, the study takes the opportumigyromate

the model okexual citizenshipro this end, it finds the citizenship model of rights and
obligations to be seductive and appealing to many of the gay men. Howesudje

also highlights its exclusionary tendenciesd as its propensity tpromote a de
sexualised, deoliticised, and deadicalised gay identitytendencieswhich are
exacerbated by theontext of the nonmetropolitan, small town, and rsédcesThis
researchconcludes thatwhile the menmay be considered constitutional sxual
citizens which is an enormous advance from the dark times of thetpastremains

a legacy of stigmatization, which helps ensure compromised citizenship on a number
of levels.As such, the journey has ng#tended
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Chapter 1. Introduction to the thesis

The love that dares not speak its name has never stopped talking. If it was once
0peccatum il lud horribl e, tthatherriblechri sti an
crime not to be named among Christiansit has been endlessly discussed!

(Ackroyd 2017:1)

A discussion to be had

In reading the histories of sarmsex intimacies it should come as no surprise that homosexuality

has existed throughout all of hisgoin all types of society, and among all social classes and
peoples (Weeks, 2016:3). However we also learn to appreciate how, over the millennia, our
societies have been convulsed and obsessed by the presence-sésa®esres and practices.
Often,theiendl ess di scussionso that Ackroyd refer
discussions about how &woid speaking about it, in other words about hootto talk about

it. Historically, various penalties, punishments and regulations againsidexuality have

been dreamed up and zealously enforced with a fervour that has successfully stigmatised same
sex intimacy, and seen whole societies become complicit in a sophisticated conspiracy of
silence and invisibility. Such strategies of erasure Hwacdk a (probably intended) outcome
whereby there appears to be a lack of detailed historic testinfoomes GBT people, which

is certainly the case in Irish historic texts (Rose, 1994, Inglis, 2005). In writing about British

Queer history, Lewis makestpeo i nt t hat fat the turn of the |
(nineteentkand twentietkcentury) British gay and lesbian or queer historians would barely
have filled a taxio (2013: 4).

Relaxations in this schema of silence and absence in our m@destern) world came

reluctantly and begrudgingly. A small but insightful example of this can be seen in the language

used in the Britain of the 1950s when the Lord Chamberlains office, the official censor for
theatre performances at that time, reluctadiécided to relax the strict exclusion of topics
concerning homosexuality in 1958, but only o
prohomosexual 0, and were not intended for pro
t he popul aillnoalowtplhya tb indiudeeemiwaces between males or any practical

demonstrations of Ibkveo (British Library, 20



Fast forward to the mid990s, and within the context of tvaw threedecades of profound

social and cultural change, Andrew Suliva r e mar ked t hat fAamid a cac
reason, propaganda and statistics,-@msiflosures and bouts of hysteria, the subject [of
homosexuality] is being ineluctably discusse

And so, as the march of history continued apace, atithef our twentyfirst century Plummer
(2003) felt able to declare that fAmaybe as 1
to consider a plethora of new ways to |ive ¢
discussions on all matteincluding sexual orientation, and sexual identity. Late modernity has
finally all owed, Giddens (1991) argues, for
opening up an array of new options for individuals as to how they might define themselves

(Cooper, 2103: 12). The discussion is, at last, being actively had.

And in our most recent years, discussions and conversations have evolved to embrace a
language of rights (Plummer, 2003, 2006) and the emergensexoél citizenshiand the

sexual citien(Weeks, 1998), concepts which are central features of this study. As a model of
rights and dutieg§Richardson, 2000:107) we can see sexual citizenship as the construction of
subjectivities to which rights and obligations may be ascribed (Plummer, 2006n this

case, subjects can be conceived of as people, empoweredittesgfly as sexual minorities

and to seek their rightful place in society
citizen (1998) has proved critical in attempting to defamd conceptualise notions of sexual
citizenship, and his work charting the profound role that, social, cultural and political changes
have had on the lives of sexual minorities, from positions of sexual criminal to sexual citizen,

is a key conceptual cgmanion throughout this research.

However, sexual citizenship is not without controversy, and has been heavily problematized
(Taylor, 2011; Cossman, 2007; Seidman, 2002) as we shall discover in the chapters that lie
ahead. Furthermore, it can be mediatadsimilar ways to the identities that it is based upon,

by a range of contextual factors, including characteristics such as gender, but also geography,
space and specifically rurality (Bell and Binnie, 2000; Gorrsliumray et al, 2013). These
factors intesect, and indeed may limit, the identity or citizenship potentialities available to
individuals (Cooper, 2013:12). The intersectional implications of rurality and sexuality for men

living in the nonmetropolitan space are implicit concerns in the resdeichitave undertaken.
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Nonmetropolitan focus

ANonmetropolitano are r egi on gtcanbdaadéliberatelg o ut s
imprecise term, embracing areas of deep rurality as well as towns, small towns and suburban
hinterlands around ¢ds; indeedthe termcan encompass whole historic shires and counties

(Local Government Association, 2014).

In choosing to inquire into the nature of sexual citizenship within the context of the
nonmetropolitan space, this study hopesaddress, in somsmall way, the long standing
academic neglect of sexual minorities in the rural (Knopp, 1995; Binnie, 1995, Bell & Binnie,
2004). The result of such historic neglect and metrocentric bias (Delamore, 2013; Bell &
Valentine, 1995) has been a tendency to tstdadL G B Mentities as inherently urban
identities (Kazyak, 2011). The theoretical implications of such a conflation between urban and
LGBT identities may be that the currency of sexual citizenship as a theoretical frame for
thinking about sexual mindyi positioning may carry with it exclusions of the nonmetropolitan;

a possible exclusion this study seeks to respond to.

Practical considerations played a part in defining the borders of the nonmetropolitan study
regions. | chose to conduct my inquirytire northwestern quarter of the Republic of Ireland
because (@) this is where | had grown up, and therefore an area that | was familiar with, and (b)
given the need for me to travel back and forth from my place of current residence (London) to
conduct inerviews, it made practical sense to choose a region where | had family, and therefore
lodgings, during my stays. The region covers seven counties ambbalation densities of
approximately 30 persons per square kilometre (Western Development Comn2€4i6),
compared with 70 persons per square kilometre people per square mile for Ireland nationally
(Central Statistics Office, 2016). Please see appendix 1 for a map of the Irish study region.

In choosing the East of England and East Anglia, | was tgttdry factors such as typical
travel time from London, which at between one and a half hours to three hours, was similar to
the typical travel time from areas in the Irish study region to Dublin. | felt that consistency in
both countries with regard togrney times to their respective capital cities was an important
factor to consider, as both capital cities also serve as important centres of, metropolitan, social

life, with developed gay scenes and gay cultural activities.

The English study region cos$s mainly of Norfolk and Suffolk, and some adjoining areas.

The East of England region is physically defined by large tracts of arable and agricultural
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farmland, forests, small towns, and hamlets. There are two cities, Norwich and Ipswich within
the studyregion. Population density of the region is under 300 people per square kilometre
with some lower readings of ¢.100 people per square kilometre in parts of Norfolk. This
compares with a population density of almost 400 for England as a whole (Offication&

Statistics, 2009:79). Please see appendix 2 for a map of the English study region.

Originally, I had considered using the term
prove to be inaccurate or misleading. For example, the study refgrmrthwestern Ireland,

while physically dominated by farmland, lake, forest, moor and mountain, contained a small

city, and many numerous towns, small towns and villages. With this in mind, it was felt that
the technical t er m Mostoaccorate teron oo use dsdtrséemed &0s  t h
encompass those who lived, on a farm, in a village, or in a town. From a stylistic (writing)
perspective though, | found that continuous use of the term nonmetropolitan to be rather tedious
and formal. Thereforetéimes, | use the term rural and nonmetropolitan interchangeably, as a

way of creating a more interesting and appealing narrative. My reflections and notes also
highlight my observations that even in cases where men live in medium sized towns (such as
Kings Lynn, or Sligo) the region in which they sit is geographically rural. In other words, |
found that even towns of quite a substantial size, had a culture which was influenced by the

rurality of their surrounding demographics.

In adopting a crossouwntry perspective, by conducting interviews in nonmetropolitan areas of
the Republic of Ireland, and Great Britain, | am addressing the lives of gay men, in two
legislatively progressive jurisdictions. In tandem with many other European countries, these
two States have undergone fundamental, constitutional and legislative reforms in the area of
LGBT equality (Rose, 1994; Weeks, 2016).

Identity categorisations

In using the termGay, | am sensitive to the controversies concerning categorisations, such as
MSM, bisexual, gay, polysexual, queer, etc., and acknowledge the theoretical problematizing

of taxonomies such as 6homoseardddlGBTOOH dtagra
1996). WhileGayis often considered to be a descriptor of sexual idempitger can be used

in much broader contexts which may not directly refer to sexuality as such (Bartle, 2015). | am

open to accusations of conforming to, and perpetuating the usage of unsatisfactory binaries in
using the term d&6gay o6 rtlloavedaken nto consideration thatehis . Ho:
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study involves men whose sexual identity is, however imperfectly categorised, understood in
postmodern parlance, &ay. To this end, all the men would have used the ©ay Manto
describe their sexual identitin this regard, | am minded that:

Even if the term Queer has stormed the academy, it has little traction outside, suggesting

a huge and problematic disconnect between public and ivory tower (Lewis, 2013:2).
When considering the issue of bisexuality, $hedy sought to interview men who considered
themselves to be gay men rather than bisexual men. In doing so, it supports the view that
bisexuality, and bisexual citizenship can have important differentiating characteristics from

gay, and lesbian sexualiand citizenship, as articulated by Monro (2005:6%5

Bisexual citizenship can be seen to be unique because bisexual identities are different
from lesbian, gay, and heterosexual identities in a number of ways. Bisexuality typically
includes the experiees of fluid and multiple desires. Some bisexual people are
attracted to people on the basis of characteristics other than sex, others desire men,
women and others simultaneously, others shift in cycles between desire for women and
men. Bisexuality is subgdively different frommonosexuality [samsex or opposite

sex desire, which is the norm for lesbians, gay men and beteas] (cited in
Richardson and Monro, 2012:70).

While a number of men had sexual relations with women in the past, they alleredsid

themselves to be gay and not bisexual.

Aim and objectives of the study

The overall aim of this study can be articulated as:

To assess the extent to which gay men can be considered sexual citizens within the context of

the nonmetropolitan space inthdreland and England.
This aim is achieved through a number of key objectives, such as:

1. To chart the sexual identity journey of individual men and explore the construction and
negotiation of identities in the context of time and place.

2. To discuss th political, legal and social changes in both Ireland and Britain and
consider whether these forces influenced
as sexual citizens.

3. To explore how sexuality intersects with the space of the nonmetropolitamirahd
cutting across the personal and the political in ways which influence belonging, or

exclusion.
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4. To examine the personal strategies that rural gay men use in order to cope with
intersectional challenges, and the implications of such strategies.

5. Tointerrogate and problematize sexual citizenship as an effective model for furthering
authentic equality, diversity, and inclusion for gay men.

6. To contribute to the growing body of knowledge on sexual citizenship and address gaps
in the literature by meand @¢a) providing a comparative, cressuntry study and

(b)pursuing a nonmetropolitan focus.

The stories in this study are a testament to the lives of gay men in both England and Ireland
over the past few decades. The testimonies are from men who Isideotite city walls, and

away from the metropolisd bright |l ights. The
authentic sexual identity, truth and love in an often barren landscape of stigma, alienating
hegemonic masculinity and pervasive lmnegativity. Equally it is also a testament to joy,
acceptance and fulfil ment (O6Brien, 2003:14)
accepting, and confident men:-salled sexual citizens within a dramatically altered legal and

cultural contek Laws, reports, recommendations, etc., are important and significant aspects of

that journey (ibid), but ultimately it is a journey of the individual person and his place in the

space of the rural.

Original contribution to knowledge

This study seeksotaddresghe metronormativity of research on gay lives and in particular
intendsto address thsignificant gaps in existing empirical literature on researching gay lives

in the nonmetropolitan contexio datemuch of the worldocumenting the lives atiral gay

people has been conducted in North America, with less comparable research in a European,
and certainlya British or Irish context.As such, his studyhopesto make a valuable
contribution to knowledge by exploring gay lives in rural Ireland angld&hd thereby
providing useful insights on an und&searched community.

The study intends to provide new insights inlkeentLGBT history, and in particular how
social, political, and legal changbave led totie emergence of the sexual citiz@teels,
1998).The study als®eeks to make an originebntributon to knowledge by applying the
sexual citizenship model in a new context, thereby showing the applicability of the model in
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the space of the rural in Ireland and England. In taking this appritecktudy aims tassess
waysin which the space of the rural intersects with sexuality in the early years of the-twenty

first century in two legislatively progressive natians

Chapter profiles
Chapter lintroduction to the thesighe aim of his chapter has been to highlidgtaw

historic, andgpervasive silences around discussions of homosexuality have given way to much
moreopen and public debate. Conversations have recently embraced equal rights for sexual
minorities through concepts suchsexual citizenship. The Introduction attempts to explain

the nonmetropolitan focus of the research; and also outlines the research aim and objectives.

Chapter 2. ThaLiterature Revievchapterseeks tgrovide an overview of some of the main
contextual faars which has led us to arrive at the point where we are having discussions
about sexual citizenship for gay médine chapter explores the wider political processes that
have helped underpin the turn to citizenship narratives for lesbian, bisexual grebghe;

The chapter also seeks to problematize and critique sexual citizenship as an effective model
for authentic liberation, especially within the intersection of the space of the rural.

Chapter 3: Thdethodologychapter describes and discussesthitosophical positions that
provide the foundations for the study. The chapter outlineseti®arch strategy, and research
design with issues discussed includiny experiences of gaining access to Hardeach
populationsyecruiting participants; diecting data; and analysirtgedata. Topics such as
reflexivity, being anative strangerandtheimplications of adoptingn insider perspective

arediscussed.

Chapter 4: This chaptegntitiedEarly Awakenings: Growing up Gay the first data chapter
and explores respondénimemorie®f first awareness of difference from other age mates;
awakening to the realities of sarsex attraction; of the dilemmas, and struggles in accepting
a sexual minority identity. The memories of the men are accompansskbgl identity

formation models and placed in historical context in both Ireland and England.

Chapter 5: IrSexual Criminals to Sexual Citizens: The Law Speakexplore the impact
that legislation has had for the lives of these men. Here, we leeareth reflect on what
legislative advances meant for them. They discuss such areasasttewdecriminalisation

15



of homosexuality, employment equalities legislation, civil partnership and marmizge,

access to goods and services.

Chapter 6: The role ifocial changes in laying the foundations for the men to tentatively
emerge, and come out as gay, and begin a journey as potential sexual citizens, is explored in
this chapterBecoming sexual citizenBivotal changes in social attitudes towards

homosexulty set in train a series of steps through which more men began-acselft, and

find their place within a newly tolerant society.

Chapter 7This chapterLife in the rural: a bleak house for gay mengeekdo explore the
intersectionakignificance ofthenonmetropolitan and rural space for gay m#fith this in
mind, the chapter seeks to ask, why do gay men live in these environifieatstives of
so-called remainers, returners, amndomers are examined. Furthermavbat are the
benefits and also what are the challenge§living as a gay mann the rural and small town

environmen?

Chapter 8Following on from the previous chapter,@Qoping with life in the rurglthe men

share with us, the ways in which they engage in personal sesiagirder to effectively

deal with troublesome areas of intersection between their sexuality and their nonmetropolitan
locales. They describe how careful, and selective interaction with the local community is
important, and how best to avoid certainaitui ons; as wel | as pursuin

(me) and (I wonot) Tell (you), thereby atten

Chapter 9: In the concluding chapter, we return to the prime aim of this ssgBssing gay

men as sexual citizens in the nmtropolitan spacd make efforts to provide an

interrogation of their status as supposed sexual citizens. | attempt to draw attention to the role
of place, and | present a number of ways in which wepoasiblyconcejpualise the men as
emerging sexualittizens, and recognise sexual citizenship as a continuous journey, which

seeks ever more inclusive belongiig.this end] also reflect on what the future may hold.
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Chapter 2: Literature Review

Fifty years ago the formal sexual rights ofwomen, lesbians and gay men were
hardly recognised anywhere in the world; in general such rights were denied and
ignored, and traditionally gays as a group were castigated as ill, immoral and
dangerous people deserving of treatment or penal sanction buertainly not
Or i gPummér, 2006: 1).

A time beforewewered sexuabd citi zen

As the quote above suggest s, the idea of se
those identities, appears to be a rather new concept; a defining featurtatd ouwdern times

aswe continue to journey from a historic idec
as primarily about sex acts and behaviours, towards a new positionality and understanding of
sexuality as al so aboud Bbeomgadsi(Hpwariden
2009:214) . Pl ummer 6s quote also alludes to t
people who embraced sarsex activity, and samsex relations; an oppression which
constituted a violent assault on intimacies, assault which developed erratically but
progressively during the modern era (Altman, 1972). However, a reading of the histories of
samesex intimacies reveals a more complard sympathetjpatternfrom the ancient and

medieval societies of these islanti¢hile there is a wellrecognised pattern of (albeit) age
rank-differentiated, samsex relations in Roman and Greek cultures (Clark, 2009:53) there is

also strong suggestive evidence of 1stigmatized sameex activityin Celtic and Angle

Saxon triles (ibid:53; Freeman, 2002). Although effeminacy among men was frowned upon,

the histories of the anciemtorld are insightful in so much as they display a general lack of

public worry or concern about homoeroticism and same activity. Indeed, the seeul
Anglo-Saxon lawcodes seemed not to prescribe penalties for saxacts and similarly the

Gaelic lawcodes (the Brehon laws) showed no inclination towards outlawing or punishment
(Clark, 2009; Kelly, 1988) andiddenwithin ancient Gaelic mythologies) the relationship

between @ Chulaim and Ferdiad, we see sigoisa cultural acceptance sémesex eroticism,

and love written in poetic prose (seeheTain). The arrival of Christianity however, saw a

slow but progressive increase in ecclesiastorahibitions and penalties develop over the
centuries (Clark, 2009:58). The influence of twelfth century theologian Thomas Aquinas, is

17



seen as significant in this regard, due to his interpretation and articulation of biblical scriptures,

in which he assestd t hat Agenit al expression which di
against nature; the natur al order ; and God &
249). Throughout the centuries, religion becomes a primary force in framing deloated ar

concepts of sexuality and for the most part, their cultural messaging has maintained an
aggressive condemnation of same sex relations throughout (Plummer, 2006; Weeks, 2007) as
seen in the form of welrehearsed narratives, which condemn sameredtions as alien to

human nature; as abhorrent sex acts which co
creationo (Sullivan, 1 @9 5wibl7l)a elTvhd rst uiadl el fyi acnre
theological condemnation, into statute law in Emgl under the 1533 Act of HenryilV,

introducing the death penalty for sodomyh e A Abomi nabl e vice of Bu.
12).

Although the death penaltipr sodomywas abolished in th&nited Kingdom in thdate

nineteenth century, theery same peaod - of Victorian expansion, scientific development,
capitalism and industrialisatiorsaw a distinct sharpening of social hostility towards same sex
intimacy (Weeks, 2002016 . The historic 6sind and o6vice
medicalisedc at egori sed and codified (as AhomosexLtL
created, the term homosexual being invented in 1869, and entering the English lexicon during

the 1890s (Weeks, 2018). The new sociallgreatecc a t e ghehorjosekuapersom, was
systematically criminalized (Spencer, 1995; Foucault, 1976). For Foucault, the categorisation

of same sex attraction amd peracdn < eawmsash dimoo
deeply troubling developmente held the view that such culturatyeated categories were

invariably constructed by the patriarchal and the powerful; are inherently and intrinsically
related to the maintenance of unequal power relations; and promote social division between
those seen as fnor madldl976, Sulidan,t1998). Siich & hgerous 0 ( F

taxonomy saw a practical end to earlier ancient, medieval, and even early ncottares in

Britain and Ireland, wherewass oci al |l y and cul turally accept
physical affectionforme anot her |, and to use homoerotic |
of homoeroticismo. Now, such things were fipr
2009:217).

The reviled homosexual became not only a sexual deviant, who relished in the ahkpaek
of buggery, whichwags n and of I tsel f, a diabolical af

women, he also became a legislative crimiaadocial outcasscorned, castigated, disowned,
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marginalised and stigmatised (Weeks, 2QHEvis, 2013Altman, 1972). It was in this context,

that the law in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland became even stricter, in 1885,

with the passing of the Criminal Law Amendment Act which considered all homosexual acts
illegal, eventhose conductedinprikat |t emphasi sed that fAany ac
me n , whet her i n public or privat e, was puni
Library, 201'®) and it was under this legislation that Oscar Wilde was prosecuted, in 1895. It
remained on th statute books until 196@ England and 1993 in Ireland. This Victorian era

i mperi al hostility towards fAhomosexualityo w
legislatures by the forces of Victorian era empire building (Aldrich, 2003) andpsneible

for much of the continuing criminalization of same sex relations in many countries today
(Weeks, 2000; 2016).

lllustrating the oppressive, and successful, silencing and invisibility of homosexuality,
Petchesky (2000) highlights that prior to B9%exuality was virtually absent from all
international human rights discourse (in Plummer, 2006:1). For example, the adoption in 1948,
by the United Nations, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights completely neglected
and ignored issues of sexugl{tUnited Nations Charter on Human Rights 1948, Article 55).
This was the era of McCarthy witdtunts, police raids on gay meeting spots, and a general
moral panic about the homosexual, fed by a frenzied media (Weeks, 2016), who promoted and
peddled a hystical stereotype of the homosexual as immoral, sick, criminal and politically
extreme. These views were not only held by individuals, but were sanctioned by society at
large (Robertson & Monsen, 2001: 17)

It is only now, I n |lvahtaet nGidded ennlstan anbe@pidde )df hcaat | | w
rights around sexualities (Plummer, 2006). Within the British context tiealkml Wolfenden

Report of 1957 brokanportantground. While Lord Wolfenden reportedly found the topic of
homosexuality to be a madistasteful matter (British Library, 20h)the report argued that it
shouldnotbe a crime and recommended a partial decriminalisation of same sex acts. Therefore,
homosexuals should have a degree of sexual conduct rights (Richardson, 2004), sdieng as t
sex act was conducted in private (Weeks, 2016). From these humble beginnings, we have seen
lesbian and gay issues increasingly enter the public sphere. In recent decades long silenced and
oppressed voices have become heard in unprecedented ways, tivdugihts movements,
inter/national lesbian and gay righiased activists, trade unions, and collectives. These voices
called for homeemancipation and liberation (Mailiepaard, 2014). As we approached the
twentyfirst century the language of rightsoand sexualities, began to coalesce around a call
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for citizenship or more accurately for sexual citizenshipvhich embraced lesbian, gay and
bisexuality a parity of esteem between the old culturally created binaries. The turn to sexual
citizenship as aneans to end exclusion, marginalisation and stigmatisation has come to
dominate gay politics, and the language of citizenship has become popular in the media, in
legislature, and latterly within the political mainstream (Chasin, 2000 in Richardson 2004;
Rose, 1994; Plummer, 2003; Weeks, 2016).

The political underpinnings of sexual citizenship

The Wolfenden repoids indicated abovepntributed to an unravelling of the tightly woven

web of silence around homosexuality and allowed untold stories fronidarhand closeted

section of societyto emerge into the public realmot only in Britain, but also later, in Ireland

and further beyond (Reynolds, 2007; Robson and Kessler, 2008; Meek, 2015). The immediate
Opedseacri minal i zat i onnge, iy Britain,o©f an ever mord condiderd amd r g e
assertive Gay Rights movement personified by the emergence of the Gay Liberation Front
(Weeks, 2000; 2016). This movement built on the politics of identity to bring out sexual
minorities as selidentified pep |l e demanding rights (Bell and
slogans, lists of demands and rights, badges and marches, it raised public awareness of

homosexual ity in a way that simply had not h

Similar gay liberation movementegan to emerge in Ireland during the 1970s, such as the

Irish Gay Rights Movement, founded in 1974, and wii&y inhabited a terrain of silence and

abject invisibility (Rose, 1994 they nonetheless succeeded in raising awareness of
homosexuality at aational level for the first time, through pickets and small scale marches

and demonstrationsligh on the political agenda of the gay and lesbian liberation movements

in both countries was to erase hemagativity from society, in particular the notidrat same

sex relations were abnor mal and/ or wunnatur al
2004: 395). Lesbian and gay liberation movements challenged the presumption of
heterosexuality in the publ i c s prhiegrtherighthr ough
to public visibility (ibid). A central and constant theme of the feminist, lesbian and gay (and

later transgender) social movements was to challenge cultures of social and material
marginalisation, disadvantage and discrimination (Hines32d). They were as Richardson
(2004) remi nds us, highly <critical of O mai

institutions and cultural values in fundamental ways, and a major focus of their political action
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was opposing traditional, gendered, pattal, heteronormative and heterosexist definitions
of family. As such it was no accident that they adopted radical names dildraison front

popular with othesecessionisihovements at the time.

A number of the early movements were informed ani@niced by queer theoiya theory
which viewed fque eacoupliagefsexualdertity with @ veideeaghingp j ect ;
and radical emancipatory agenda (Penney, 2014: 3); a radical politics that sought to readdress
the oppressions of gender, eaand social class, imperialism and patriarchy (Hines, 2012:200);
anda politics thatactively rejected traditional taxonomies of sexuality, gender and intimate
lives (Plummer, 2006; Jagose, 1996). Fory®8n{cited in Bell and Binnie) queer promised a
refusal to apologise, or to assimilate into invisibility. In queer we discern a way of asserting
desires that shatter gender identities and sexualittbsultimateaims to make the binaries of
sexuality and gender irrelevant (2000:51). Queer also sougftetoagatepolitical decisions

and choices made ®fements of the gay community, by warning of a mistaken and unwitting
embrace of assimilationist policies and an
model (Richardson, 2004). Queer politicgight to disrupt and destabilise the patriarchal and
gendered status quo (Penney, 2014:19), and was inherently suspicious of ideas that advocate
normalization, deadicalisation and dpoliticization, which it sees as an integral and

embedded feature ofdéhsexual citizenship model (Bullough, 2002; Penney, 2014).

In turn, critics, including mainstream politicians and the rightg press, labelled queer
politics and queer activists as counteitural, antifamily, subversive and dangerous (see
Tatchell (B83) for an account dhe homophobic tactics used against himthe Bermondsey
by-election). As Richardson (2004) chronicles, it was against this backdropelsaw the

emergence of neoconservative gay maliestwr it e

argument . These 6gay conservativebd contribut
as onormal citizensd, they desire nothing mo
This is often referred bpofas asopol etmmpbasotke
the mainstream (DO6EmMiI | i o, 2000; Bel | and Bin

What followed from this ideology was a narrative that tended towards the belief that the best
way to achieve gay rights was bysexual politics which promoted,you like, an insider
approach, involvingdialogue, and engagementith social institutions (such as the state,
political parties, and trade unions). Advocates of this apprbalibve thathe acquisition of

gay rightscan be assistdoly demystifyinghomosexuality,and nor mal i zi nggydo t he
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people-by saying 6invite us in to your structur
all 6 (Bell and Binnie, 2000; Weeks, 2016).

Weeks seems to argue that queer politicsimgshas¢o be passithroughen routeto a more

mat ure sexual politicso whcadeemedtomhavb&pposite e, 20
aim, namely that of armaliang sexuality. And thus, queer politics ceded ground to a new
approach, but an approaethich was ands heavilycr i t i ci sed f or being
offering any critique of capitalism, inequality, or any programme foirdaching social
changeo (Penney, 2014: 3) . eldstotichb canade rBi mma see q 2s
not be devaluedthat it was an invaluable and necessary protest phase, without which the rights
agenda as we know it today could not have emerged. The unsettling, disruptive and radical
nature of queer politics forced a reluctant society to at least hear (if not always acdgewle

the levels of prejudice, discrimination, hurt and pain felt by gay and lesbian people. Weeks
acknowledges this in his seminal paper (1998), but argues that subversive politics alone would
most likely not have granted the equal rights so sought aftgay and lesbian activists and

individuals.

For Bell and Binnie, Weeks does make a distinction between these two approaches, the
strategies for subversion (6the moment of tr
6moment of <ci:RB. ey hampdye (R2OHO Weeksd seems
way of politics which in some ways combines the moment of transgression and the moment of
citizenship. hey hi ghlight Weeksd position of a nee:q
a Oepsationd Weeks conducted with Sue Gol din

What | suggest is that in any radical pol
transgression when you try to pull the pillars down, when you try to challenge the status
quo...But linked to that is the momteof citizenship, which is the moment of making

claims on society, a claim for inclusion. Making that claim for inclusion may seem
assimilationist, but actually making demands on a culture which denies you is
extremely radical: it identifies the frontieo§ the conventional, it demarcates the lines

of struggle. So, you can see transgression and citizenship as simply different faces of

the same moment of challenge. One is separating, the other is calling for belonging. But

you can only do one with the oth@Veeks 1997 in Bell and Binnie, 2000: 29)

This may lead us to view theffectiveabandonment of queeand ascendancy of mainstream
gay politics advocating a sexual citizenshap ahermeneutic of continuitya transition which

did noteffect arupture,or break with the radical horraffirmative and hom@mancipatory
objectives of thesarlierliberation movementbut by being seen as continuous, they are seen
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as parts of a wholdgoth approaches are preserasdadical. Nonetheless, purist advocates of

gueer must have been truly alarmed by a story recounted by Brooke that, on hearing news of
another progressive piece of New Labour legislation (repeal of section 28), the chief executive

of Stonewall said that New Lahdwsr digalvegigalyarp
visibility and a sense of civic respect for the first time: they can feel simply ordinary and

€. ..say ingmaBui euby.l i ke everyone el se (in Br

The offer ofsexual citizenshipights was seductive to mg LGBT people, and broadly
welcomed as a route towards greater inclusion and equality (Weeks, 2007; Plummer 2003).
Citizenship rights seemed to be an accessible, practical, and relatable concept, in a way that
gueer might not have beeneir (1996)picksthis up when he says thidite demise of queer

activismin the 1990s, and the grassroots embrace of rights through sexual citizenship, and new
gay politics, was due in part to the percept
wi ng o p rorand moufylyaunderstood by many ordinary gay men and women, many

of whose Ol i fe wor |adddproencial ronnetdopolitan areas.rAedeforv at i v
Weir, it simply did not have the same broad appeal as the assimilationist ,ageictaassted

t hat we entered a 6post queerd era (Bell and

The changing shape of politics in the Unitedo
helping to explain the demise of queer politics and the new dominance of mainstream gay
politics.Int he ear | y day soépwjéctthereaerechar sigobaadmminrent

to some measure of gay rights (Brooke, 2011) with Tony Blair, declaring that:

It is wrong to treat a man as inferior because his sexuality is different. A society that
haslearned, over time, to embrace racial and sexual equality can surely come to terms
with equality of sexuality. That is the moral case for change now (in Brooke, 2011:259).

With New Labour in government from 192010, the period (and beyond) saw significan

and indeed transformatiyiegislative gains for LGBT communities (Weeks, 2007; 2016). The
importance of the European Union should not be underestimated in this regard though. By
adopting and incorporating the Treaty of Amsterdam in 1997, directivdsddiomg
discrimination based on sexual orientation became EU policy and both legldtite United
Kingdom were obliged to enact legislatively. Furthermore, the EU, through the European Court
of Justice and the Fundamental Rights Agency also provideéwvenues for LGBT activists
(Ayoub and Paternotte, 2014:13) which were used to good effect to challenge discrimination

and disadvantage in member countries, including Ireland (Rose, 1994).
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The result of Bl ai r 6s app rCeggiMhy) Had keeenghetey c on
positioning of sexual politics so that it has (largely) become part of mainstream party politics

(Bell and Binnie, 2000Weeks, 2016). In Ireland, where dominant pdditistructuresand

narratives have traditionally been markechby ab s ence -@Wliamad 6hiaght ® ed it a
instead marketly a social conservatisanderinfluence of the Catholic Church (Inglis, 2005)

a repositioning occurred. Even here, and on the issue of gay rights in particular, the 1990s saw
mainstreanpolitical parties embrace equality, often as the result of lobbying by GLEN (Gay

and Lesbian Equality Network) which successfully argued that the Republican ideals of the
founding fathers of the Irish state, as articulated in the 1916 Easter Risingnmatiofg

demanded equality for all citizerregardless of sexuality (Rose, 1994).

Whether by appealing tihe sentimentandembrace ofa tru@republican vision, as in (still

Catholic) Ireland; or whether through the discourses of Blair, Clegg or CaimdBoitain, we

can discern a political narrative, in both <c
2017) arguments for LGBT equality that appewit only to liberal sentimepfp ut al so t o
mi dd!l e gr o u,aswell toping o peuadé soaially conservative citizens that the

ethical codes of the modern nation demand equality. This could be seen most clearly, in the

speech of Prime Minister David Cameron in 2011, when he said:

I dondt support gay mar r ilasupeort gag sigriagee b e
because | 0m (EheGardian,0l¥)at i ve

Some question however, whether in OWesternd
nationalism (Puar, 2007) by which is meant the taking of excessive pride in the achievements

of gay rights activists, in the West (Epprecht, 2013:18#) favourable association of LGBT

rights with (usually western) nationalistic ideals (Puar, 208}l a deep disdain for those
cultures considered hostile to LGBT equality. The result can be pregycchauvinistic and
sometimes racist, orientalist public discourse and populist sentiment (and actions) against those
perceived to be neprogressive towards LGBT equality and citizenship (Puar, 2007; Epprecht,
2013, Moss, 2014).

Nonethelss, we now inhabit a landscapich recognises languagef rights a model of
sexual citizenship, and the emergence of the sexual citizen. But what exactly, s#oesla

citizenlook like? And what issexual citizenship
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Conceptualising sexual citizaship

Contemporary academic work on citizenship tends to take its lead from the work of T.H

Mar shall s cl assic model of ci Bsaecoacepwhiclp (195
includes civil, political, legal, cultural and social rights. The delcantres on notions of who

has the right to be seen as O6citizend with a
that status (Richardson, 2004). Citizenship becomes a prized and esteemed status, conferring
rights and duties that secure fo@pation and protection within the framework of the nation

state (Andersen, 2011:121).

Bell and Binnie (2000) emphasise that citizenship rights are multidimensional in nature and
the O6citizend is not only a Ilasogi@dgicaccategergor vy,

and an economic category. The concept of citizertst@peforels broader than just the legal,

for example, when we think of cultural citiz
capacity to participate effectively,erat i vel vy, and successfully v
(Robson and Kessl er, 2008: 539) -valuetstigmatisedo a s t
identities and embrace hitherto marginali sec

121). As sucleitizenship can signify a model of social inclusion or full participatioaivil,

legal, political and culturdevels(Richardson, 2004).

Citizenship promises much and can be a seductive and appealing concept; Plummer refers to it
as fAan ellgeamti alndmoaddl 06 which generously of
status of belonging as long as they live up to the expectations of their society (2003:51

But herein lies a problematic core at the heart of citizensp as a construct it islerently

patriarchal, parochial, gendered and exclusionary; it tends to divide the world into good citizens
and deviant outcasts, effectively marginalis
2007, Pl ummer , 2003) . Tor bewhno ciidg irzetn a mepi i
2003:52) However, since the beginnings of the 1990s some radical shifts in the debates over
citizenship have occurred which have attempted to develop a poststructuralist position which
recogni zes t he goghnultreocdddatemod e mm whraaindo wher e
of a plurality of groups can be more easily achieved (ibid:52). These shifts in the nature of
debates on citizenship have opened the possibility of embracing same sex intimacy and
sexuality as inhergly deserving of the promises of citizenshgmd ergo the emergence of

sexual (minority) citizenship
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Here, | use the word minority, becaustécourse, citizenship has always been inflected with
sexualities but traditionally that inflection has beetmangly and supremely heteronormative

and has presumed heterosexuality (Bell and Binnie, 2000; Robson and Kessler, 2008). Gay
people have not been equal citizens and historically, leslheexualsand gay men have had

a troublesome relationship with th&ate and its criminal codes, laws, policies, judiciary, police

and media. Gay people have had an ambiguous and uncertain citizenship status, neither fully
accepted nor totally excluded; their place in the national imaginary has been as marginal or
partid citizens (Phelan, 2001 in Richardson 2004). Their sexuality belonged in the dark
recesses of the fAprivate spher eo aewali siete khas

public recognition or member shi psler,R008.he pol i

Homosexuality has often been viewed as a threat to the welfare of othabiding and

morally upright citizens and indeed to the security and safety of the institutions of the nation

state (Weeks, 2016); gays and lesbians feced exclusiof r om t he Aconstructi
and nationalityo (Robson and Kessl er, 2008:
political activists and campaigners have sou
and an end to the silencing, inlidity and exclusion of sexual minorities from traditional
citizenship rights and obligations (Richardson, 2004). In attempting to understand séxuality
citizenshipthen, we are essentially reflectiog the relations between the stadecietyand its

sexualised citizens (Maliepaard, 2014).

The starting point for discussions of sexual
text, Sexual CitizenshifRobson and Kessler, 2008; Richardson, 2004; Bell and Binnie, 2000).
He considers male homoset sexual citizenship as something which was very limited and

restricted to the dimension of economic consumersss; gay men c¢l ai med t h

|l i festyle market, the mar ket has <c¢l aimed th
(Evans, 199:100). Meanwhilele | aments the fAcontinuing stig
this citizen from the O6mor al communitydo and

Why such a narronwand pessimistidnterpretation of sexual citizenship? One possible
explanation lis in the fact that, apart from the partial decriminalization of gay sex in 1967, gay
peoplein Britain had (by 1993) achieved precious few new political, legal or social mgints

se and indeed suffered under the indignity of sectionT2ere had emerdethough, by this
juncture, a vibrant commercial, urban, metropolitan gay scene (Brown, 2008) where gay men

and women had o6pink poundsd to spend. They w

26



So, for Evans their citizenship was, in reality, regédcto the power of gay men and women

as consumersk o r Bel | and Binnie, Evansbés contrib
sexuality to a commodity for m, through the |
13) and they argue th&vanswas aatal | 'y qui te critical of the

felt was imbued with heterosexist, patriarchal principles and practices, rhetorical about equality

but doinglittle to embrace sexual minorities.

The mid 1990s saw further contributions to the citstep debate from Lisa Duggan and

Davina Cooper. Unlike Evans, both Cooper and Duggan broaden their focus to include an
examination of politics and the state, especially how gay and lesbian people can use the current
political systemower fobnstStchggbeod (&9 DP C
relationship between power, sexuality, dinel stateand highlighted the endemic sexualization

of everyday | ife. On | esbian and gay presenc
she offers a pragatic view of how gay activists can access and then use state power to bring

about positive change which broadly advocates changing the system from within.

Duggan offers a more radical/queer perspective 6 Queer i ng t he Stated

on the backlash to gay rights in the USA, how righihg and fundamentalist organisations

seek to uphold the stateds role in promoting
ar e al so vul nerabl e. Duggan C 0 n s haluealizs how
heteronormativityd as well as protect t hem:

personal freedoms. The value of Cooper and Duggan then, was to centre our attention on the
attainment of political and legal citizenship rights for LGBT sulsjeajhts which go beyond

the rights of pink market consumelrs essenceave see the trajectory of debate moving towards

an acknowledgement that if it is to mean anything, sexual citizenship needs to interrogate the
relations between the state and its IG8tizens (Maliepaard, 2014) and éngage withthe

state, at the level of local and national politics in order to effect and agitate for substantial
changes in how LGBT identity was treated by the state.

In attempting to conceptualise sexual citizenslsm model of rights and duties, Richardson
describes three categories or cl-bhaseslcldimscat i or

identitYb ased cl aims, and cl aims that are relati

Conductbased claims refer to the possiiels and limitations of sexual behaviour and body
control, seeking rights to various forms of sexual practices, or at its most fundamental the right

to participate in sexual acts. Identltpsed claims refer to the potentialities of defining a self
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identity autonomously, and the possibilities and constraints of labelling oneself to the outside
world; the right to seHdentify as lesbian and gay. Relationsbgsed claims are the claims or
rights to freely engage in a relationship, and validate a relatpmspublic space; the right to
public validation of various forms of sexual relations, including saexe marriage
(Richardson, 2000: 108; Maliepaard, 2D1%herefore, the relationship with the state and its

social, political and legal framework is key

't is also i mport an the persaairt debates atbund ightewhérebg e s i g
sexual citizenship is seen as the construction of people (or subjectivities) to which rights and
obligations may be ascribed (Plummer, 2006: 10). In this cakgects are people who feel

enabled to selidentify as lesbian and gay or bisexual or transgendered and seek their rightful

place in society accordingly.

Jeffrey Weeksds seminal essay on the sexual
define and conceptualise what the sexual citizen might look like and what sexual citizenship
may be. Agai n, key to Weeksd interpretation
(subjects) adopting and proclaiming (to self and/or to others) new iden(ities

subjectivities).

In attempting to develop an understanding of the emerging concept of sexual citizenship it may

be useful to reflect on whether sexual citizenship be summarised succinctly and Enowply

my perusal of literature | can possibly bédenough to try and offer a personal and simplified

concept of sexual citizenshiwhereby | conceive it to be, a situation where sexual orientation

is acknowledged by the state and by society at large as a valid and important aspect of
personhood and huam identity and where different sexual orientations (albeit unsatisfactorily
categorised as homosexuality, bisexuality, heterosexuality) are seen as equal both legislatively
and through the varied social, econojremotionaland cultural mechanisms of sety. A
society where there is 6éparity of esteembdb be
crucially, a parity of esteem which moves be

by people of all sexualities, identities and interseditihereof.

In a similar way, one can perhaps attempt to consider the sexual citizen as, a person who feels
able, to publicly and confidently declare their sexual orientation (whatever that might be) and
who is able to (practically and holistically) live life where his/her integration into,
involvement with, and contribution to society is unhinderedplsjudice, discrimination,

stigmatisation or heteronormative hostility towatitisir actual or perceived sexual orientation.
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Where sexual orientation i®rbarrier to legal protectiomr engagement with the state, with
institutions, organisations, career, commuiaitylsocial affections. Sexual citizenship which
delivers on its promise requires that dominant cultural narratives move fromregadvity,

or indeed mere tolerance, but rather towamdssmbracing, inclusive and representational
celebration of sexual identity in all its manifestations and performaricdsed, sexual
citizenship promises much bas we return to the literature, we can dis@more nuanced
understanding, and therefamenore critical appreciation afexualcitizenship, and the place
of LGBT people within its borders agxual citizens.

The problem with sexual citizenship

Whilst proponents argue that the turn to sexual cishhign has been responsible for
innumerable, previously unimaginable and wholly positive advances in legislation and politics,
numerous scholars urge us to reflect on the limitations and troublesome aspects inherent in the
concept of sexual citizenship (Rardson, 2004; Cossman, 2002; Stychin, 1998; Seidman,

2002). Theypoint out that the invition to citizenship is based on compromise, analt
acceptance of this invite requires fAan accom

distinctive diffeences, ways of being, and relational

Citizenship can be conceived asnagotiation of belongingCram, 2016:270) and for
Richardson2004)the outcome of this negotiation is theegration of lesbians and gay men
intosocialand pol i tical | ,iarid ¢hisepeesedtnacsignifieaht shiftoldng z e n' s 6
the potential for both positive and negative outcomes. In@&egdiman (2002) offers some
examples of positive outcomes of normalization for individual, gagexualand lesbian
people,such as greater sedtceptancepride in their sexual identity, and confidence to seek
respect and equalityOther positive outcomes of normalizationay be to facilitate a
diminishing of the traditional heteftm-homo binales whereby homosexuality (and
bisexuality)has been perceived as threatening, subversives@eitil and dangerous (Bell and

Binnie, 2000; Seidman,2002; Richardson, 2004).

The sexual citizenship compromise though, leads inevitaldlyrtos ofnormalisation, which
encourages an assimilatidhat involves fiaccepting a condition implicitly imposed upon
homaosexual citizens where sexual subjects are privatizeg, deot i ci zed and dep
(Cossman, 2002: 483)\fter all, it can be argued that one bétultimate wnsfor advocates of

aconservative society is the creation of the desirabledganadicalised, and depoliticized.
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Seidman (2002) reflects on the nature of the
this requires the new gay identity to bexfmymist, conservative and reflective of hetsexual
values | inked to family, marriage and pol i ti
citizenshipo, i's alsbecaenei il @ad aby e@patrilngS
victories,leshik s and gays seeking rights embrace an
that then perpetuates a division bevtvieen O6go
latter excluded from the cultural, and social embrace of citizenship (1998: 200).

For their part, Bell and Binnie (2000) contribute to the debate on problematizing sexual
citizenship by arguing that while sexual minorities are seeing the end to their historical
exclusion from notions of sexual citizenshifhis is occurring in relativg specific

( 6 we st e r -pdlitca ardekxts (gnel even here the situation is uneven). The notion of the
refl exive sexual <citizen whereby individual s
mobilise identity around their innate sexualityid: 33) perhaps brings into question whether
sexual <citizenship is an inherently O&édwestern
context; whether it is premised on the pri m
cultural artefagt and whether there is an undue emphasis on the personal life of individuals,
which potentially encourages a (re) privatization of sexual citizenship (Richardson and Monro,
2012:72).

Importantly, given the increasingly global reach of citizenship deb#iese is a need to
emphasise the different forms and modes of citizenship that pertain to gay men and lesbians in
different environments for example the gagnale citizen is not a universal citizen and may
have different concerns, priorities and straegin different regional and national

environmental contexts (Bell and Binnie, 2000: 33).

We can conclude then that a central concern being discussed here is the potential exclusionary
impact of citizenship. Who are we leaving behind in our seeming utgpieg embrace of

the citizenship model? For example, are we excluding gay asylum seekers and refugees?
(Giametta, 2017) Do we passively acquiesce inthe perpetuation of niersectional
marginalisations within LGB®I communities for examplewhere sexudtly intersects with
race/ethnicity, gender, class, or disab#litMonro, 2006; Monro and Richardson, 2010;
Plummer, 2003) And, is access to this new privileged citizenship status, located primarily
through being in a(good gay) publicly recognized normative, monogamouscouple

relationship, economically independent, not reliant on welfaseformistand politically de
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radicalised? (Bell and Binnie, 2000; Richardson, 2004; Plummer, 2003), Furthermore, the
literature begs reflection on whether the seXuahority) citizen, and the concept of sexual
citizenship is restricted in practice, to those who live in the privileged Global North, where
such debates may well seem entirely apt, while conversely, these same debates may appear
indulgent and puerile ime face of immense economic, social, and other multifaceted hardships

faced by many in the developing world and Global South (Plummer, 2003).

The sexual citizen: Why now?

Leaving aside the controversies, coocefgtofa di ct i
sexual citizenship, one thing is certain: the emergence of the sexual citizen and of sexual
citizenship is, in historical terms, a very new type of-sééntification and a very new type of
6rights claiming6 (Pl unhisehenomendnqreostexdehnsivelyWwh at h
ONesternd societies)? What has happened to dr

Weeks provides plausible answers to these questions, and they correlate to the British and Irish
context as well as many other courdriele details the transformational changes that have taken
place in recent decades and which have cumulatively contributed to the emergence of the
sexual citizen. Many of the social changes are well documented by Weeks (1998; 2000, 2007
2016 and includechanging types of relationships, the emergence of new identities and the
freedom and confidence which has allowed new stories of the self to be heard in public for the

first time.

The sexual citizen, t hi s -idémntifg &sl (@ exampée) gayg e nt 6,
chooses to mobilize around their sexual identity and then claims citizenship rights such as equal
rights in employment, social status, access to welfare provision, parenting rights and

partnerships or even marriage for sase& couples Kid: 37). Needless to say, the first

i mportant step is for the individual to feel
out 6 anddendgealffy as gay or | esbian or bisexual
identity is eradbial tybeoabsee i@tuh 0 and publ i
ability to claim rightsd (Richardson, 2000:

Weeks, as a sexual and social historian, places much emphasis on identifying the social changes
which have given rise to this assertive gatid public) identifying sexual citizen and he cites
three key themes which have changed the way we live and have thereby contributed to the

31



desirable and inevitable creation of the reflexive sexual citizen seeking citizenship rights. These
themes include the general democratization of relationships; the emergence of new

subjectivities (identities) and the development of new narratives (stdr33 (39).

Firstly, Weeks argues that there has been ateng tendency towards the democratization of
relaionships. Here he suggests that, in general, relationships between men and women have
become somewhat less traditional, less hierarchal with a greater emphasis on mutual
responsibility and autonomy (ibid: 41). Institutions, such as the churches, who ggmpag
traditional values, have seen their influence diminish. Instead, there has been a growing
acceptance of prmarital sex, divorce, single parenting, delay of marriage, rise of cohabitation,
new patterns of domestic involvement and the emergence of aitésvrys of intimacy all of

which point to profound change in family arrangements.

Such examples of ekeaditionalization hae unsettled and destabilized traditional patterns of
relationships and Weeks hints tdssabiltydfhews dest
and diverse types of relationships and families emerging and becoming established (for

example those involving sarsex couples) (ibid: 44).

Weeks also refers to the impact of dAderal economic policies, decline of traditional
collective industrial relations, and a growing marketization of all forms of public life. These
influences have created a greater sense of individualisatibare alsothe causeof labour

marketfragmentation, andhequality.

Secondly, the emergence of new satiyities (identities) which he sees as fluid, where people

feel free to seHdentify and to embrace multiple identities. It is, for Weeks, a testimony to what
Giddens (1992) has called the oO0reflexive pro
and the lesbian and gay movements have also been pivotal in shaping the debatee and ha
helped identities today display a greater fluidity, and to be conceived of as liquid and

intersectional (Reynolds, 2007; Taylor et al, 2010).

Thirdly, and aligned tehese new forms of public setfentification has been the emergence

of new stories, narratives and vadéem a previously unheard community of individuals. For

Weeks, these new stories of the self from ordinary individuals, about sexuality and gender,
make the sexual citizen visible and audibl e,
persons O0coming outd and disclosing their se
the media) tell t he worl d rofl ewlbadtand®i,t aingd Itihl

exclusion and marginalisation. These O6coming
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for inclusion, for equal rights under the law, in politics, in economics in social matters and in

sexual mattersod (ibid: 47).

Throughout Weeksd seminal wor k, we can see hj
cultural and economic transformations that have created the preconditions for the figure of the
sexual citizen to emerge on the landscape of citizenshipummary thenfor Weeks, the

moment of the sexual citizen appears to be the moment of transfiguvetiem our herpour

reflexive sexual subject seeks to becomsexual citizen by telling his/her story (often of

exclusion) to the world and claiming his or heragtiship rights; that is, when s/he confidently

expects, seeksdemandsand receivesull equality under the law and when s/he asserts her/his

right and experiencesocial acceptance, belonging, inclusion, involvement, voice, freedom

from harassment and enflhetermormativesubjugation by society at large.

Weeks also reminds us that attempting to define or conceptualise sexual citizemsstip is
merely an abstract, academic concern. Understanding how gay rights activists and individual
gay and lesbian petiphave utilised the citizenship model to (successfully) claim equal rights

in many countries offers a possible frame for LGB people in countries where repression and
discrimination continue to dominate the lives of sexual minorities (Weeks, 2000; B¥idj, 2

The termpossible framés important, for as Plummer reminds us, challenges exist which make

the simple 6transferé of such an approach hi

Once we move into discussions of [sexual orientation, sexual citizenship or] intimate
citizenshp in the noRWestern world, we are in the main, considering countries where

the basic economic conditions of life make such discussions of intimate relationships
seem like a cruel joken example of Western saffdulgence. It is hard to discuss the

legt i macy of Achoiceso around | esbian and ¢
the population lives on the breadline. (Plummer, 2003: 118)

Notwithstanding the huge challenges posed by global economic, social, and cultural
divergences, it is clearly edent that conversations around intimacies are occurring in every

part of the globe (ibid) as arguments originating in one country often find themselves being
discussed and contested in others (Plummer, 2003: 140; Rahman,|80d¥jte and sexual

citizensip are models and concepts which gdausibly provide abasic, fundamental and
universalisto | anguage of citizenship rightso in ma
Ari ght s distinctlg problénetic given its cultural, westerand individualistic bias

(Plummer, 2003: 143And there should be no doubt as to tesidualresistance that the call

to sexual citizenship can attract globally, often initiated by a percemtidside the Global
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North, thatthe push fol,.GBTQI rightsisa f or ny oifmphfegga al i smo ( Eppr ¢

Ahomocol oni alismo (Rahman, 2014).

Growing examples afiolentresistanc@boundwhether by way of neaationalistor far-right
attacks on gay demonstrations ide marches (Moss, 2014; Binnie and Klesse, 2014) or
LGBTQI hostilelegislation which seeks turtail personal freedoms amdscind anyexisting
rights. This backlash is consistent with research that shows increasing violence as a reaction to
a more general rise in gay visibility (Ozturk & Ozbilgin, 2015:158)e rise of religious
fundamentalism, and the export of agdly rhetoric againdtGBTQI peoplein subSaharan
Africa, the Middle Eastand South Aiahas the effect of furthencreasng negative cultural
messaging and sustains an ever more hostile emuent for sexual minorities in these
societies North AmericanEvangelical Christian activitylso plays a role in undermining
LGBT rights in the USA, as well as overseas through -fuelled missionary activity
(Epprecht, 2013:3)In short, no continens free of homophobia, biphobia and transphobia,
and increasingly we see the emergence of renewed tdramt- LGBT rhetoric andgolitics as

a way of asserting nationalist sentiment, andtmaditional values (Weeks, 2016zvi).

A note on Intimate citizenship

It is also important to consider the work of another key contributor to the debates around
citizenship and sexual minority rights amel v t he wor k of Ken Pl umr
research interests lay largely with political conflicts over gag lesbian lives, but his work

then widened and broadened to include all matters of intimacy (Plummer, 2003: 140) and ergo

his research which involves an explorationrtimate citizenshipSome scholars and writers

show a preference for the teiniimate citizenshigather tharsexual citizenshipon the basis

that it permits a wider inquiry of areas concerning personal life and access taajteighan

merely those which are designated as 6sexual
2012: ®). For example, within the orbit ahtimate citizenshipcome concerns around a

plethora ofnew personal and intimate dilemmas. Intimate citizenship thereby clusters around

not only dilemmas about sexualitut also areas concerning eroticism, the hurnady,
relationships, gender roles, and emotions (Plummer, 2003:141) as well as polyamorous
relationships, open relationships (ibid:122), surrogacy, reproductive rights, fertility assisted by

new reproductive technologies, sale of body parts iritmeme ountries to their consumption

in wealthier ones, religious fundamentalism trying teimpose or preserve traditional,
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patriarchal views on gender, the role of women and the family (ibid: 118), child spouses
domestic and sexual subservience, sex slavedyhaman trafficking (ibid: 119)internet

cybersex, sexualised music and teens; and global consumer markets which utilise the body and
intimacies (pid: 1 2 6 ) . Pl ummer s e anotidioneod s & xhwea Imatnyyo Aa sn i
issues at the forefront of thglobal conversation (ibid: 129) and gay and lesbian partnerships,
marriages and familieas parto f the way that new <citizens,
identitieso, new types of families and f ami/l
(ibid:141)

There are many layers of explicit and implicit overlap, and the concepts of intimate citizenship
and sexual citizenship share similar concer
conviction that intimacies can only be understood in relaticghe major changes and conflicts

characteristic of the late modern world (ibid: 140).

Another area of mutual conceptual and scholarly interest lies in their respective
acknowledgement of the need for greater plurality and diversity in any study of sexua

intimate citizenship. Herein, we see a need for developing an intersectional perspective. If
post modern theories are intended to offer a
Amonol ithic met anarrati veso oéxualtand intipates t (P
citizenship do succeed ioffering a recalibration of classical modernist concepts (such as
Marshallian concepts of citizenship) and in doing so, embrace those whose subjectivities were
excluded from previous debates. Bgreinlies a reed to go further; the call to adopt an
intersectional approach across sexualities and intimacies, to include expositionaaitiiie

inflections created bintersections ofjender, location, place, class and so forth. For example,

rights and access totimacy are often denied to those with physical or intellectual disabilities
(Ignagni, et al. 2016) and full intimate citizenship continues to be elusive for those living
outside normative families, in particular women and members of sexual and ethargtymi

groups (Roseneill, 2012). In short, there is a need to develop more precise understandings of
what enables and constrains how people experience intimate (including sexual) lives in
different cultural contexts, different societies and different gsauthin these(Richardson

and Monro, 2012:73).
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Intersectionality: the rural dimension

The term o6intersectionalityd emerged out o f
explored the inadequacy of ndiscrimination protections available to Black womanher

work, Crenshaw, a legal theorist, argued that Black women often experience disadvantage as
Black women not simply as a result of the fAaddit
and gender o but rather thafiadspadvantapgpestvans
irreduci bl e i ntersection of the two catego
intersectionality theory grew out of a critique of models of inequality which tended to frame

social forces as operating in layered or iadel ways (Monro and Richardson, 2010:99);

models which compartmentalized, separated and analysed categories of experience (such as
6gender 6 and Oethnicityd) from isolationist
2015).

Intersectionality rele&s us from this narrow analytical separation and instead, places energetic
emphasis on understanding the interplay between categories, within categories and between
social forces and multiple, intdwcking and overlapping categories. In this regard, thekwf

McCall (2005) and her typology of anticategorical, intracategorical and intercategorical
intersectionality is important. Anticategorical describes the deconstruction of categories, often
linked with postmodernism and pesttucturalism;intracategacal examines experiences of
multiple, marginalised subjects at neglected points of intersection; witdecategorical
explores relationships of inequality between categories, enabling consideration of both
advantage and disadvantage (Wright, 2014; 2016)

At its core then, advocates of intersectionality believe that successful interpretations of the
lived experience, and the life world of subjects, necessitates an active and committed
consideration of ways in which multiple systems of social categmizé¢.g., gender and

sexuality, race/ethnicity, social class, and place) intersect with one another in dynamic and

mutually constitutive ways (Levon, 2015: 295).

For the most part, scholarship which has interrogated disadvantage, discrimination and the
lived experiences from an intersectional analytical perspects/ehded to emphasise three
traditional categories of inequality, i.e. race/ethnicity, gender and class, how these interact with
each other and that these categorieshemost salient cagories in understanding domination

and inequality (Tatli and Ozbilgin, 2012:250).
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Conversely, there has been a tendency for sexuaitgnonmale/female gender identities

to be ignored (Monro and Richardson, 2010:99; Hines, 2010:143) as well asral geglect

of place/space, although recent scholarship has emerged on the intersection of gender/sexuality
and place/ space which seeks to address this
of gays and | esbi ans iusonlthe gaticseos laballing prdotineg 6 s ( -
among | esbians and gays in Hong Kong , Levor
Israel Monr ods (2006) work which highlighted i nt
ethnicity and faithMo n r o 0 ¥ stufydfirte@sectionality and sexuality within the context

of | ocal government , Monro and Richardsonods
intersectional complexities in Northern Irelar®it el | ads (2010) study of

Russian urbacontextand Li ttl eds exploration of gender

Indeed, there appears to be a growing acknowledgmiertheo importance of place in
intersectional analysis, and an increased awareness that there is a consummate need to examine
ways in which categories such as gender, ethnicity, class or sexual orientation experience
disadvantage in their situated context (Tatli and Ozbilgin, 2012:250). For example, formation

of multiple identities, such an integral component of intersectional yqtén oscillate and

vary depending on location, place, dominant cultural narratives andsaioal contexts
(Plummer, 2003; Bell and Binnie, 2000; Kazyak, 2011). As Levon argues, the productions of
intersectional interplay amynamic¢ and we must battentive totheevet hangi ng ways
which different social histories, interpersonal motivations, and local ideological expectations
shape the imbrication of categories of experience inwealr | d e mpi ri c al encol
298).

The nonmetropolitanand rural is such a place where local histories, interpersonal
relationships, and cultural narratives (about what it means to be gay) interact to produce unique
and distinct life experiences. Sexuality may be rdfalteted, but so too is ruralitydiverse, in

terms of its physical and human geographies (Go+htamay et al 2013:2). The open presence

of 6rur al and gay?b6 identities and subjecti
intersectional dynamic and fluidity that challenges the dominaat narratives around sex

and sexuality, gender typologies and notions of hegemonic masculinity and often results in the
creation of new types of social spaces where previously none existed (Delamore, 2013:90) and
yet, areview of the available literaturengay and lesbian lives quickly reveals a relative lack

of research on gay and lesbians in nonmetropolitan and rural areas.
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Whilst recent yearmmayhave seen a growing number of empirical studies on the lives of gay

and lesbians as an identity categorysinof this research has tended to focus on those who

live in urban and suburban areas with very little attention paid to the intersection with the rural

or with rural queer lives. Numerous commentators have lamented this paucity of research and
availableliterature related to gay people in rural environments (Boulden, 2001; Halberstam,
2005; McCarthy, 2000; Preston and DO6Augel | i,
have been some studies which have fataghused o
general these have been told by gay people who left the rural environment and were living in

metropolitan areas at the time of their interviews (Fellows, 1996; Preston, 1992).

Perhaps one explanation for the urban centric approach in exploringdysshian lives may

be due to practical and logistical barriegisnply put, it is easier to locate samples of gay people

in metropolitan areas and this might help explain why so much of the research in LGBT
populations has tended to focus on where thst subjects could be found big cities (Fisher

et al, 2014). Perhaps another reason may be the pervasive assumption that most gay people,
given the choice, migrate to the cities and that in fact, the rural space is denuded of its gay
population;somuce o t hat it has often been thought t
in occasional anthropological works (Wrathall, 2000) feeding a cultural narrative and collective
perception that gay identities cannot be constructed in the rural, spatéeycan only be

freely lived and experienced in the metropolitan environment (Kazyak, 2011, Kuhar and Svab,
2014). The result of this metaentrist approach has been the conflation of gay and urban
identities so much so that the voice of gay peapleearaisuallyto bethe voice of an urban
metropol i s, demonst riaramnunbgn beaswithnesociegndresearcat i v i t
(Boso, 2011:4).

And yet, lesbian, gay and bisexual people have always lived, loved and worked in rural areas,
and sameex desire, intimacy and nemormative sexual practices have always existed in the
nonmetropolitan space, as the early work of Howard (1999) on gay men living in 1950s and
1960s Mississippi aptly testifies. okshipar ds o
on rural gays including the work of Boulden (200thich focuses on rural, gay men in
Wyoming, Eldridge, Mack & Swank (2006)which showed the persistence of homophobia
among rural college students in the Appalachian region of the G&#y (2009Who observes

how rural gay youth form identities in rural areas of Kentué&tgnnedy (2010yvho explores

how men negotiate and manage their sexual identity in rural Onkéazyak (2011)which

examines how rural gays and lesbians in thewradt of the U8, modify the cultural narrative
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that has linked gay and lesbian identities to citid@anes & Redlin (2012yvho explore rural

gay men and masculinity in France and the U8@&har and Svab (2014) on rural gay
experiences in rural Sloveniand the work of Pr est on & DO6Augel |
comprehensively deals with many issues facing gay men in rural USA, and in particular issues
around stigma. Thesae part of a growing number of studies into rural gays and lesbians. The

fact that these studies are suctely recruiting respondents to be interviewed within the
nonmetropolitan space confirms the presence of aidelfitifying gay demographic in many
nonturban areas. This may be due to a number of factors, including the fact that more gays and
lesbiansarec omi ng out i n these areas, t he emergen
(Weeks, 1998), increasing acceptance within their communities, and an increased willingness

to be counted in surveys (Kazyak, 2011). It has also been suggested thatdheesal 6 gr e a't
gay migrationdéd of the 1970s and 1980s ( West
with a number of scholars noting a general decline in gay men and lesbians actively seeking
out odurban gay encl avesd i ngaypebplecasd saneex h a s
couples becoming more geographically diverse and visible irurtzan locales (Woodell et

al, 2015).

And so, because there is an increasing tendency for gay people to be found in rural and
nonmetropolitan areas, there has beennareased interest among sexuality scholars on
exploring the intersectional nature of gay, lesbian and bisexual id&mgpite this, significant
academic research on thige of intersectionality has beeratherslow to develop in the
European, and cinly in the British and Irish context with, for example, research in Ireland
tending to focus on surveys and studies on issues such as homophobic bullying among LGBT
youth (Minton et al, 2008), and mental health and elhg of LGBT more generally
(Maycock et al, 2009)A dedicatedntersectional approadk key though as tighlights the
importance of understanding how other facets of identity (including geography, location and
place) might impact sexual identity (Woodell, 2015). Place has a decerén shaping
individual s6 sexual identity and there is a
sexuality and rurality in order to understand the life world andlfeaéxperience of rural gay

men (Annes and Redlin, 2012, Boso, 2011, Kegn2@10).An interesting example of work

in the British context can be seen in a study highlighting the risk of isolation faced by older

gays and lesbians in rural areas of England and Wales (@oal2013).

The term 6gay | dSomdof theyedrliei work enaays ie raral aréas, while

scant in volume and quantity, nonetheless provided a useful focus on gay people in ryral areas
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but from the perspective of queer desire andmamative sexugbractices Reality declares

that Gay peplehave always been a part berural andhonmetropolitan; thelgavehad same

sex encounters and relationshipst these were usually conducted in a covert, hidden and
secretive manner given thecal context of hostility and fear. Adopting a gay itignwas

resolutelyn o t 6on the agendabd. More recent i tera
arrival of a new focus of study: namely a focus on rural gay idenigesple identifying as

gay or lesbian and performing that identitythe space otie rural

Kazyakds work in particular emphasises the c
gay identities and how rural gays and lesbians are modifying cultural narratives atloait it

means to be gawn the space of the rurdfer work documetis how characteristics of rural life

can produce, and not always hinder, constructions of gay and lesbian identities, identities which

are different from urban gay identities. Furthermore, we see a welcome turn from some earlier
scholarship which tended fdace emphasis only on the challenges of rural living, leaving us

with the impression that rural gay men and lesbians are at a profound and overwhelming
disadvantage, both socially and psychologically, when compared to their urban counterparts
(Wienke etal, 2013) and that they inhabit an inherergthd irredeemablyhostile and bleak

environment.

And yet the nonmetropolitan environment can pose significant challenges for gay and bisexual
people, with Watkins and Jacoby (2007) highlighting the negata#himplications, such as
loneliness and depression that stigma and exclusion can cause, in their study of LGBTQI people
in the English countryside. In general, prevailing rural cultures and rural spaces are highly
heteronor mati ve (0OPIr3e)s taonnd & abnd Amagkeel Itih e 2t as k
and traumatic as documented by personal acec
2003). Traditional, socially conservative values and a culture which valorizes procreation, and
the nuclear (heterogeal) family remain the norm (Bauch, 2001). As such, rural cultures can
often reproduce stereotypical gender roles and interactions (Annes & Redlin, 2012) and can
di smi ss LGBTQI -meodeld tlee patentialdoobrech and tupture powerful
normalizing codes (Oswald, 2002; Watkins and Jacoby, 2007).

Rural cultures and spaces can also be doggedly masculinist, where hegemonic conceptions of
masculinity dominateand are influential in setting the tone for what rural men should be, with
images of ural masculinity emphasizing ruggedness, physical strength, macho individualism,

and emotional i ndependence (Bell, 2000; Bel
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cultural conceptualisations of masculinities allow and support intersectional margioalisa
betweengender and sexuality, condemning those masculinities that are perceived to be
effeminate,as theyintersect with homophobia against gay and bisexual men (Monro and
Richardson, 2010:105).n such sett-magsul ceed adissduragebour s
and indeed not tolerated in public (Boulden, 2001) as they offer the potential to disrupt and
reimagine thenistoricalyuncont est ed category of o&6rur al me
help create scenarioshere rural and smatbwn idenities interact with heteropatriarchal

norms to further marginalise those subjects perceived to be gay (Monro and Richardson,
2010:105) although NLaoire, offers some optimism towards the emergence of a more open

and flexible type of masculinity among yaufarmers in modern day rural Ireland (2002:16).

Living under alienating conditions, rural gay and bisexual men often feel the need to develop
sophisticated coping strategies to allow them to survive in their local heteronormative
environments, includinthe need to engage in seknsorship and continuous seibnitoring

(Annes and Redlin, 2012). Survival and coping strategies include remaining closeted (Preston

& DOAugel | i, 2013) and/ or o srategipstibidnvgth sordeo n 6 t A
adoptng a lielow strategyconcludng that rural culturenay wellaccept a gay identity if they

(as gay individuals) prove t hemsesigifgnmgat o be
dividend of traditionalessentialist views, that has historically viewe one 6 s sexual i
highly determinative factor in oneds true (
259)as well as;a lingering distrust of the socially and culturally subversive homosexual in the

local, rural andnonmetropolitan context.

The rural can therefore, be seen as a place of both belonging and alienation for sexual minorities
in ways which are both historic, anMurrag ur r ent
et al., 2013:3). Lived experiences and spatial idqetiselyintersect, mutuallymoulding and

sculpting each other (ibid: 4) creating a unique environment which raises bartieesway

of achieving genuineecognition, and inclusio(as a lived experience), but which can offer

some tantalising possibilities for the-ceeation of newrural gay and queer identities (Kazyak,

2011).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter has sought to provide an overview of some of the key historical and
political moments that have led to the emergence, in thenpodérn age, of seal citizenship

and the rise of the sexual citizen. These concepts are not without controversy, and yet sexual
citizenship remains a dominant, and for many, an appealing approach in seeking an end to the
marginalisation, and historical exclusion of LGBTjg@rsons from the emotional, cultural and

political affections of the State and wider society.

In introducing key academic contributors, and in providing some critical conceptual grounding
around citizenship, sexual citizenship, and the intersectional ndiores with class,
masculinity and space, we now look forward to forthcoming chapters which will extend, and
develop, the discussion in a number of directions. Issues around sexual identity development;
the impact of social, cultural, and legislative charfigr gay men; and the role of place,
specifically nonmetropolitan and rural spaces, in determining the depth, scope, and authenticity
of sexual citizenship for gay men will be explored. Crucially, we aim to reach an understanding
of the true homa@mancip#ory possibilities that sexual citizenship can, or cannot, deliver for

these men within the intersectional context of their rural, and nonmetropolitan environment.
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Chapter 3. Methodology

Introduction

This chapter provides an aceuwf the methodological approach adopted in the study. Issues
discussed includeghe underpinning philosophical positioning and subsequent decisions
concerning research design, sampling techniques, data collection methods, data analysis,
writing and preseénat i on. Her meneuti c, heuristic, ref
Skoldberg, 2018; Dwyer & Buckle, 2009; Moustakas, 1990) approaches are embedded within

the various methodological stages of this inquiry.

A philosophical home

Hermeneutic phenomergy provides the philosophical underpinnings for this study and
informs methodological choices. The development of hermeneutics as a distinct branch of
phenomenology is usually attributed to Martin Heidegger (48885), a German philosopher

who adopted BEdar d Husserl 6s phenomenol ogy in order
existence (Scott & Marshall, 2005: 266).

Like phenomenologyhermeneutiphenomenologis concerned with human experience as it

is lived (Laverty, 2003). But for Heidegger, a deepapkasis and pledge of allegiance to the

art of understanding was essential. He wunde
anal ysis of Oexi stenced or Obeing in the w
(Schwandt, 2007:136). As such, hermdresuas a philosophical term, can be seen to concern

itself deeply with questions of understanding and interpretation (Andermahr et al, 1997:94)
which always take place within some background (e.g., historical tradition, web of belief, and

practice) whiclcannot be transcended (Schwandt, 2007:135).

For advocates of hermeneutic research then, the exploration of the person, and the life world,
simply cannot ignore historical and cultural meanings of experience. They are a pivotal and
embracing aspect of heemeutic inquiry (Laverty, 2003; Koch, 1995) and they can help us
reach wunderstandings of S 0 cairamde ofirgimatedasgued at i o
including birth, personhood, sexual relations, and death (Scott & Marshall, 2005:321). In this
light, when speaking of the cumulative effect of context on the subject, and the social world,
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Al vesson and Skoldberg assert that within he
of a part (for example, the subject) can only be understood ifitigrdlatt o t he whol ec¢
116), following the principle that nwes can o
of which it forms a parto (Scott & Marshall,

In a similar way, Munhall (1989) considers hermeneutical phenomenology asdakew of

people and the social and cultural world as intrinsically related and embedded in historical
contexts (in Laverty: 8). In exploring the situated meaning of gay men in their rural and small
town environments, the influence of history and cons=dmed to be especially pertinent.
Their experiences, and their identities are shaped through negotiations made necessary by

intersection with history, place and context.

| was particularly attracted by this hermeneutic emphasissiaricality, especilly ways in
whichtimes peci fic cul tural narratives and practi
birtho and what i s fAhanded down, and present
2001: 8) because this resonates with the LGBT experieniteland and Britain; as persons

adjusting to a changed contextual environment where, rhetorically at least, their subjectivities

are being recast.

Exploration and Interpretation of Experience; and the role of the self

So, how to go about interpretiramd understanding the life world, and lived experiences of

rural gay men, according to Heidegger, within the context of-etsrical, social and cultural

flux? A process of inquiry, which seemed to me to be consistent with the tenets of hermeneutic
phenomenology, and which would allow me to arrive at the level of understanding and
interpretation demanded by hermeneutics, is a form of qualitative inquiry known as heuristics.
Heuristic inquiry was developed by Clark Moustakas (1985, 1990) and can basseen
adaptation of phenomenological inquiry but which explicitly acknowledges the involvement of
the researcher (Hines, 2001) as a means of reaching understanding. Heuristic inquiry and
analysis can prove especially useful in studies of social change &darshall, 2005: 267),

and especially in areas where the researcher feels a passionate connection with the research
guestions (Hines, 2001). | discern ways in which heuristic inquiry can help adhere to some of
the fundamental hermeneutic prioritiesis@as an interrogation ehistory and context, and an
avoidance of any implicit O0bracketing off 6,
(Moustakas, 1990; Schneider, 2001n short, the attraction of heuristic inquiry lies in its

ability to address the role of the researcher in practical, and accessible ways, which are
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compatible with hermeneutic phenomenology, and which can help deliver the hermeneutic

desire for richness, and depth of understanding.

The role of the self is repeatedly empisad as a discerning feature of heuristic inquivwas
interested in the proposition that the researcher, and his/her experiences were of central
significance in the research journefyom idea inception, to instigation, to data collection and
data anbysis. One quote carried particular weight for me:

All heuristic inquiry begins with the internal search to discover, with an encompassing
puzzlement, a passionate desire to know, a devotion and commitment to pursue a
guestion that is strongly connectecdb o neds own i d{Moostakas,mw and
Schneider et al, 2001:265).

This quote lent credence ow| had arrived at the topic for this PhD study, for my choice of

topic had its genesis in my own experiences and was inextricably linked to miyistory,

identity and selfhood. Heuristic research seemed to say that this was both permissible, and
valid; and indeedseemed to indicate that my own experiences might be pivotal in providing

an authentic interpretation process (Alvesson and Skoldbet8).26 fact, heuristic research,

as described by Moustakas (1990), seemedduire a personal connection with the topic of

inquiry while earlier work on hermeneutics by Devereux (1967) acknowledged that research
topics which were of personal significanto the researcher, were a strong feature of heuristic

wor k. Armed with such assurances, I felt the
inquiry which was derived from my own historical life worlds a gay man, who grew up in

the rural northwestern counties of Ireland.

I n I'ine with the concept of reflexivity, an
hearts and minds of practitioners who value using themselves in their research, and who do not
wish to Obracked ®©Ohéidbr tbwmsekpesi ances from
2004a:48), | reflected on the role my own upbringing had on forming my topic of inquiry.

| was born in 1968 in County Monaghan, and as a child moved with my parents to a small,
picturesque town (popation: ¢ 2,500) in County Leitrim. My family would have been

considered middle class. My father was a university educated agricultural scientist from a
farming background and worked with the Department of Agriculture as a Regional Manager.
My mother hadbeen a nurse but gave up paid employment on becoming married. | have one
brother, six years my junior. Looking back, despite some tragic (health related) issues in the
immediate family, growing up in this environment was quite idyllic. Open countrysids, ru

pursuits, cousins, family, and friends. My early primary education, like all local children, was
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entrusted to the catholic nuns, and thereafter, | went to the local catholic school for my

secondary education, where | was taught by a mix of lay teaghén®ligious sisters.

During my teenage years, | felt little, if any, physical attraction to girls, and never had
girlfriends. | did not encounter family or peer pressure to be more interested in girls during
these years (1970s and 1980s), and | psitdbwn to my perception that Irish society was still

quite censorious towards any form of intimacy and sexual expression in particular, especially

in rural regions. Even during my years at university, in Dublin (228#0), | managed to

avoid being comgked into dating girls. By this stage, | knew that | found men physically
attractive but was wunaware of any venue, cl

might meet; and even if | had known, | would have been too terrified to go.

On completinguniversity, | returned to work in the rural nostfestern counties, as a hotel
manager . I n 1993, I had arrived at a point,
6passing phase6é, and that to di sergaygeoplewhat t
This seemed quite improbable, dare | say impossible, in@®onegal. | quit my job, and

told my parents that in the interests of developing my career, | neededotagalon.

On beginning my first job in the U.K, in a central Londonehah March 1993, | (knowingly)
met my first gay man. He worked at the hotel, and he suspected that | too, was gay. He
suggested | join him for drinks with his friends in Soho. | did, and so my journey ef self

discovery, and identity formation began.

On reflection, | consider that my relocation to London was necessitated, at the time, by my
sexuality. | had no desire to leave rural Ireland, and felt guilty about leaving my (rather unwell)
parents, but felt constr uct icvterdl gonspirdaies fen o u
silence, shame, invisibility anddenilhi ch provi ded no opportunit:

|l i ke meo.

| often wonder, what would life have been like if I had remained in rural Ireland? Would | have
eventually met another gayan? And established a sasex relationship? And lived in the
communities of nortlwest Ireland, with which | had an innate connection and affinity? And
crucially, what was it I|Ii ke for those who re
in light of social and cultural changes, and liberating legislation? On reflection, these questions
were instrumental in my choice of topic. As aptly illustrated by Moustakas, heuristic research

guestions:
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Grow out of an intense interest in a particular probtem t h e me . The res
excitement and curiosity inspire the search. The heuristic research question engages
oneods tot al sel f and evokes a personal
participation in the procegSchneider et al, 2001: 265)

Andsodr awn to the concept of wusing the reflec
embarked on my heuristic research, which 1in
personal involvement in problem solving, involves an effort to know genes of some aspect

of (othersé) | ives through the internal pat
Autilized as a framewor k for research, wh i
(Moustakas and Douglass, 1985, p.39, cited in Ethering@@td).

Recruiting the participants

Having decided on the study regions, the next step was to recruit participants. | decided to start
the process of respondent recruitment in the
was aware that a commonpapach to sampling within qualitative research projects was
purposive sampling which provides the researcher a degree of freedom, to identify the
population best suited to the research objectives and allows hito/lise judgement and
discretion in how $le selects the cases within the population frame (Bryman, 1989; Phellas,
2012). However, | had no clear ideas about how to go about actually locating gay men in this
rural region. | was aware that issues surrounding the lives of rural gay men are seeqsisve

for research, and they can constitute a hard to access population, due to the possibility that
respondents may be closeted and potentially resistant to the exposure that partaking in research
on sexuality may bring (Toft, 2012:43).

In an attemptd start locating these potentially hidden participants, | decided to engage with
modern communication technologies, and through gay social networking websites, and apps
on android (6smartodé) phones, | begaposetob conn
these online conversations was to ascertain whether gay social events occurred anywhere in the
region. During one of these chats, | discovered (to my surprise) that there existed a LGBT
network in Longford, just twentfive miles southeast of my bme. | was told they had a
Facebook page, which | duly visited and made contact with the moderators. | explained the
nature of my research to them, and we arranged to meet. During our meeting we discussed if

and how the LGBT network could help facilitateetresearch by introducing me to potential
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study participants. The mel®3) lastgd ower tivdhourdh e s e
during which they clearly wanted to know more about me, my growing up experiences, my
move to London, my career and resdarThe meeting went well and they agreed to (a) be
interviewed and (b) explore whether | could attend a group meeting.

| therefore had recruited my first two participants, and a few days later they extended me an
invitation to attend a meeting of the 16¢a&5BT group. Attending the meeting was a further
opportunity for me to explain my story, my research and to hopefully recruit more men. That
meeting garnered a further five participants. | also took the opportunityinpestew, to ask

the men if theye willing to tell others about the research and to put them in contact with me.
This also proved successful, and | was able to arrange further interviews with local men. As
such, | was engaging isnowball samplingwhich involves the selection of parpeints by

nomi nations or referrals from earlier partic
of the criticism levied at conventional snowball samplthgt it is prey to a host of biasesd

that it can result in a lack of diversity around eattian, race, income and religion (Heckathorn,

in Phellas and Coxon, 2012:19) and also in my case the danger of bunching respondents from

small geographical clusters within the region.

One of the interviewees suggested | make contact with another LGB ®rkatwCavan, a

town close to the border with Northern Ireland. He initiated the contact and a similar process
of attending a network meeting, and interviewing men from that group followed. | felt it was
important to access men from a number of clusteredsawithin the study region, thereby
using a multisited sample. A sample of men from several different areas would have
methodological strengths and be preferable to a sample from a singlearzded would
facilitate triangulation of source (Green, Bd007). To this end, | made contact with a gay
friend in County Donegal, who referred me to two men in that county; a contact in Galway
initiated introductions with men in the Connemara district of County Galway; and one of the
men who attended the Longtbgroup put me in contact with men in County Sligo. Therefore,

| made deliberate, and successful, efforts at recruiting men from a range of localities, and by

the end of the fieldwork my participants were spread across seven counties.

Another concern wa® try and ensure that the men | interviewed (in both Ireland and Britain)
were diverse from the perspective of being ¢
di fficult to recruit men who were ,imael ut el

gentle supplications to some of the previously interviewed men, to initiate contact with those
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they knew to be closeted. This resulted in one or two successful interviews. | also placed a
small note about my research on a gay website, and thexded me with another three

interviews with men who were broadly not out.

| was struck by how participant recruitment in Ireland seemed to flow very organically, through

the power of interpersonal communication, wofemouth, and local, informal network&n

important feature of the successful recruitment of participants was derived from the
gatekeepers getting to know me first. | also discovered that men who had been interviewed,
had texted and telephoned ot herasetedenotethats ay t
| was trustworthy, friendly, unpretentious and approachable. This encouraged others to self
select and to partake in the research process.

Selecting the sample in Britain was very different. It relied less on local, informal networks,
word of mouth, or whether (or not) Al was so
in the recruitment process, and in my status as an academic affiliated to a university. Recruiting

the sample began at an academic conference in Vienna, during Whiet and got into
conversation with another attendee, who worked in the voluntary sector and had been involved

in a number of equalitiedriven research projects in the east of England. During our
conversation, it became clear that this person had lugstiekeeper contacts, among equality
professionals, working in a number of public sector and voluntary sector organisations. | wrote

up a detailed brief of the research, including my contact details and assurance of confidentiality

and my gatekeeper cootaemailed this information.

| received a number of replies from chairs of local LGBT groups and networks in
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, and Suffolk. Invariably, they gathered the names and email addresses
of a number of men who expressed an interest in betagriewed, and | made contact with
them. In fact, some became quite proactive and helpful proponents of my study and became
instrumental in actively advertising the research on the gsoeacebook page and website.

See appendi% for an example of reaitment communication made, and appertifgr an e

flyer, calling for respondents.

Forty-four men were interviewed; twentwo in the West of Ireland and twentyo in the
East of England. All conformed to the requirements of the study, which indstethé men

be eighteen years of age or over,-gd¢itify as gay men, live in the locale (and have done so
for at least a yearjjot be commuters to London or Dublin, andt reside outside the locale

for significant parts of the year. The rationale tbese specifications was my desire to
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interview men whose life world revolved around the nonmetropolitan. | felt that interviewing

men who (for example) lived in the south of France for ten months of the year, or who
commuted daily to work in a large mgbaitan conurbation, would not fully meet the intended

aims of this study. I did not want to iIinteryv
in the region. The men came from a varied background with regard to occupation, age, class,
income, andlisability, although sadly, and reflecting a general lack of ethnic diversity in these

rural areas, there was, despite efforts made, a distinct lack of visible ethnic minority men among
participants interviewed. Please see appendices 3 and 4, for foftraration orparticipants

I n using t-heerteirfmy d&sefgédyod in my recruitmen
controversies concerning categorisations, such as gay, MSM, bisexual, pansexual or queer.
Queer theory is based on the notion that sexualis and attending oI at
constructed (Jagose, 1996) and queer theoris
Oheterosexual 6, 6gay o6, 6straight 6; OLGBT®G;
identity, while queer is ofte used to describe a form of defiantly unruly analysis (Bartle,
2015:532) so there is a difference between the terms gay and queer. The unfortpnade &ty

of binaries can be the effect of categorising and reducing people to fit specific prescriptive
label s . | was sympathetic to the idea that in
and much contested terminology (and not bei
However, in using the requirement that the men should sdlfe nt iafyyp ,ad da@s att e
to (a) use language which was direct, familiar, and accessible and (b) ensure that participants
had reached a point of internal sdilogue, where they accepted their ses®@e attraction as

a predominant aspect of their sexual idgntt is important to note that a number of the men

had had sex with women in the past, many had had girlfriends, and some had previously been

married to women:; nonet hel ess all considered

Collecting the data

Philosophicabnd epistemological positions do, of course, impose commitments upon research
design and data collection methods (East&hyth et al, 2008; Saunderset al, 2009).
Researchers who engage in hermeneutic reséagth ar e a commi t ment t C
naturdistic, contextual, historic, intersubjective methodology to understand human responses
and experiences from a variety of(Wpsewasdpect i v

Hutchinson, 1991 in Annells, 2006:5%)s such, this study adopted a qtative research
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design and utilised qualitative data collection methoelsabse, to borrow from Nickerson
(1993), the qualitative researcheandisharat s t o
both the understanding and the process of understawmding h t he reader 66 (ci
1997) which is certainly entirely consistent with a hermeneutic philosophical position
(Alvesson and Skoldberg, 2018).

Moustakas reminds us thaket qualitative researcher must construct methods that will

Uncovermeanings and patterns of experience relevant to the question, and develop
procedures that will encourage open expression and dialogue; where one is encouraged
to Aper mit i deas, t hought s, feelings, an
Schneider etla2001: 267).

A typical way of gathering such material is through adepth interview, an interview that is
not ruled by the clock and which takes place in an atmosphere which encourages trust,

openness, and satisclosure (ibid: 267).

But before engging in conducting interviews, | was struck by the concepirefinterview
6exposured wor k, which Moustakasd considers
nature and essence of a particular experience (Schneider et al, 2001: 267). In prdparation

his work on loneliness, for example, he immersed himself in an environment of loneliness, he
walked the streets (got arrested), placing himself in the world of the sulieotan attempt

to more fully comprehend their life world.
Pre-interview imnersion in the study regions

Through my own experiences of growing up in the nerést of Ireland, and frequent trips

home, | felt innately familiar and confident in my understanding of Irish rural life; the
landscape, the people, the rituals, and theicula | nor ms. I felt I nkne:
not Aknowo the study region in England and
unfamiliarity, |1 decided to visit the East Anglia region a number of times before (and during)

the fieldwork. On one acasion | booked a cottage close to Fakenham, in Norfolk, and stayed

a number of days. On other occasions | stayed in local hotels in Norwich and Ipswich. |
travelled the rural roads and town streets of Norfolk and Suffolk. In doing this, | was reminded

of a seminar that | had attended at the University of Essex. At this seminar, one of the speakers
was Louise Nash, who spoke about Lefebvreds
construction. | was attracted by the notion that spatial practicesecavabuated empirically;

where O6phase oneb6 of fi el dwor,k combigsagoa ofc h ¢ a
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Rhythmanalysis, Flaneur and Psyaieongraphy. While highly subjective, this aims to use the

body to immerse oneself in the settingnoting the hythms, and recording observations,
perceptions, and emotional responses, before proceeding to phase two (participant interviews).

| adopted this approach, taking notes of my

Some diary entries recorded signs of ru@lgrty, while others remarked on certain villages
and small towns whidhRhrwmerse maakatser mued eldy
wellies, barbour jackets, welleeled folk and their gundogs There were man

observationsAfter driving between interviews in Suffolk and Norfolk, | wrote:

On my thirty mile drive, through open countryside, and prime agricultural land, | pass

by |l arge buildings, and places of empl oym
Ani mal Feed i n NDr dokikmg (itT d .a & ,s-Boadn d A F e
Companyo,; I pass by |l arge chicken houses,

wonder about the gay men who must surely live and work here, and | reflect on how

the environment and the landscape might affect @llharratives (on everything!) and

how this in twonldbéfettgayhmendl héee. I al
difficulties of accessing the few gay bars in either Ipswich or Norgpaces which

are surely inaccessible for men withouta, or those who may have a car but who

wish to have a drink.

| found such immersion in the study region to be invaluable. It also helped inform some of the
guestions | asked. For example, as a result of my visits, | was edrigiknow the logistical
practicalities ohowmen in remote rural areas might be able to visit the gay bars in Norwich,

given the wide distances and lack of nigjhte public transport.
The interviews

The interviews took place at a time convenienttfa forty-four men, and at venues of their
choosing. Some of the men preferred to be interviewed in their own homes, some in quiet cafés,
one or two at their place of work, while a number opted to be interviewed at the premises of
their local LGBT network (Cavan, Ipswich, and Norwich). In Ireland, | also offered men the
option of interviews at my family residence, if they so preferred. In choosing to make the men
ultimate arbiters of time and place for the interviews, | was attempting to facilitateeacgens

comfort, r ethaoxetniesrs,0 a Sk hineeti der et al, 2001:

The duration of interviews ranged from one hour to almost three hours. All of the men were
very aware of the nature and topic of the interview before we met, as such information was
provided by the LGBT network, or by email and/or telephone conversation with me before they

agreed to take part. Thus, all the men had full knowledge of the research before the interviews
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began. Nonetheless, at the time of interview, once we had exchplegsdntries, and were

settled, comfortable and ready for the interview, | provided a brief verbal account of the nature,
purpose and aims of the research, so as to ensure that there was absolutely no misunderstanding,
miscommunication or misinterpretatiof the study. | assured the men they could stop the
interview, at any time and | emphasised the informal natfithe interview as akin to a
conversation with a purpose (Saunders et al, 2009; Bryman 1989). | suggested that, ideally, the
interview wouldbe recorded, and assured them of confidentiality. | stressed that there was no
compulsion whatsoever to be recorded. In the event, only one man did not want to be recorded,
although some men did ask the recorder to be paused when they were recountntuparti

stories or entering into dialogue on matters which they considered highly sensitive.

And so, with full information provided, and assurances given, the interview began. In general,

the interview involved only me and the respondent, although soomesodid want to be
interviewed together. | strived to be consistent with heuristic research by employing an

i nfor mal conversational approach. Thi s odi
expression, education, and disclosure of the experience meiestigated. Moustakas cites
Jourard (1968Disclosing Man to Himsélfin arguing thaselfdisclosureelicits respondent

disclosure.

There may be moments in the interview process when primary investigator share
experiences that will inspire and evokehgc, fuller, and more comprehensive
depictions from caesearchers (respondents). The heart of the heuristic interview is
dialogue and dialogue is [more] likely to occur when two people believe each is
trustworthy and of goodwill (Jourard :21 cited in Selder et al, 2001: 268)

The issue of selflisclosure was important to me. | was never in any doubt that | would self
disclose, in other words, that | would disclose my identity as a gay man. | confirmed my sexual
identity where appropriate, whether thatdt the recruitment stage, or the-preerview stage.

This was a considered and deliberate decision. Having said that, | did not arrive at it lightly. |

was very aware of the concerns onshdiclosure expressed by other researchers (Toft, 2012;
Cooper2 006) but | agreed with the work of EI II
di sclosures as fimore than tactics to encour a
often feels a reciprocal desire to disclose, given the intimacy of thigsdeeing shared by the

intervieweeo (cited in Etherington, 2004a: 49

Withholding my sexual identity from these men would have felt inauthentic, an inappropriate

display of power, and an inhospitable act lacking in reciprocity. In any event, typingmsg/
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into a simple online search would have returned biographic information about me, and my
previous academic research on LGB issues. Furthermoralisgibsure was entirely within

the spirit of heuristic research methodologwesich disown the positigt obsession with
expunging the self. Heuristic inquiry also avoids traditional, normative phenomenological
tendencies towards O6bracketing offd the self

presence and involvement (Etherington, 2004a:49).

The interview conversations were aimed at revealing the meanings and essences of the human
life world of these rural, gay men in an accurate, comprehensive, and vivid way, and to this
end, | ensured that the questions were stated in simple, clear andeosens (Schneider et

al, 2001: 266). | was very aware, from my experience of conducting research interviews in the
past, that oral discourse eventually became texts, and these texts were then the basis of
interpretation and analysis (Kvale, 1996). If tesearch was to meet the research aims, and
objectives, | would need to ensure that the dialogue was in line with my interview schedule,

otherwise the text narrative would be quite irrelevant to the purpose and goals of the study.

The interview guide ausisted of twelve, nesequential questions (please see appendix

These questions sought to address four main themes:

Growing up: Awareness of difference; emergence of sexual identity:) (dmclosure of

sexuality.

The intersection of sexuality withe nonmetropolitan (rural, village, small town and town)

environment.

How sexuality cuts across the personal and the political: Inclusion, Exclusion, Marginalisation

and Belonging.
The impact of legal, political, social, and cultural changes for the aneitheir life world.

In directing the conversation, | attempted to ask questions in an open manner (Kvale, 1996),
and rather than 6fired twelve questiomns at t
approached the questions in a themgshion. In other words, | asked them to talk about the
themes, and as they were doing so, | kept a watch on my interview guide to enstireythat

were addressing the various questions embedded in the themes. In many ways, the interviews

conformed to whaar e known as o6l ife storyd or o61ife
chooses to Atell a story about the udsiaflye he o
as a result of a guided interview?2¥268not her
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Life history interviews seemed relevant and consistent with both the principles of hermeneutic
inqguiry, and the aims of my sdepthdinderstapdingefn t h a
social, cultural, and historical structures shapingthiper sonal experience o
(ibid: 263). Furthermorghey are often considered suitable for researchers working in the field

of sexuality in that they provide a scholarly audience for new stories not previously heard such

as the cominguut stories of gay and lesbian people (Robinson, 2013:9).

Once recording had commenced, | started each interview with the same quéStahd we

chat about your memories of growing up: where you grew up, your home and family
background, where you went ttheobsubsequently followed bdand when (or indeed if) you
began to notice differences between yourself and other boys of your sainé faged that

this entry question worked welthe men engaged with it effortlessly and eagerly talked at
length, realling their early and formative years. In gengralid not intervene in ways that
would halt their flow and their reflections. On occasions though, | did feel the need to gently
nudge them on to the other aspects of their life story and their lifelworh similar way to
qguestions about growing up, the men were able to naturally engage with questions around
experiences of exclusion, inclusion, marginalisation and acceptance. However, | did notice that
some struggled with the line of inquiry aroundmalisation, and assimilation. It was clear to

me that quite a number hadnot really given n
to work hard, probe, and enter into explanatory dialogue in order that the conversation yielded

relevant reflectias from them.

This brings to mind the term double hermeneutsed by Giddens to refer to two factors that

affect how researchers interpret and explain social life and behaviour (Johnson, 2000:143)
Firstly, reveal i ng kno wlamddowethewnhateusensepobther| e 6 s
lives, surroundings and behaviours and secondly, the researcher making use of sociological

concepts (ibid) such as sexual citizenship and normalisation to explain what is going on.

Eye contact, active listening, @athic encouragement and appropriate directive support were
depl oyed throughout. For exampAnelanswenngthe casi o
guestior? Am | going off tracRd or Vlaybe, this will be of no interest, but shall | tell you a

story totell aboufd | was entirely responsive to the needs of the men when they sought
direction and guidance in our conversations with a purpose. | was minded that the purpose of
hermeneutic inquiry is to reveal what participants really experienced, from fde imgt

(Geertz, 1973 in Laverty, 2003) all the time looking for not only what is said, but what is said
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between the lines, and paying attention to silshaad what they might signify (Laverty,

2003). For example, some men would recount difficult pageances, and would perhaps
emphasise those moments by silent pauses, glances to the floor, sometimes shaking their heads.
At such times, some of the men would also utter words sutlelk,you probably know what

| 6 m t al kintimaging ¢ghat bwold understand their feelings, because | was a gay man,

who had grown up and remained f amddknawr wi t h
exactly what they were intimating, and what they were saying with silence and inflections. This

does alludetany &6i nsi der statusd (Heil man, 1980) wht

the fieldwork, a theme | reflect upon in the concluding paragraphs of this chapter.
A word on the groups

The relationship with the local LGBT groups did not end with the endtefviews and |
remained in contact with these local networks. On a number of occasions, | travelled and took
part in network events. The result of this ongoing interaction with the groups was that | was
constantly updated on issues that they felt reie\at a local, and national level. A number of

the men in the groups were clearly cognitively, and emotionally engaged with my research.
They displayed a connection to its remit, its aims, and its purpose and they wanted to ensure
that they passed on infoation to me that they deemed relevant. These extra layers of
information from new stories allowed new insights to emerge and a greater, more profound

understanding of the rural life world of the men to take hold.

In describing, conceptualising and nagimy data collection methods, | do not feel however,
that | engaged in ethnographic participant observation in the way that other regsdraher
conceived it. For example, in reading an account of participant observation by Alison Rooke
in an LGB commuity centre (seeA Queer in the Fieldshe actively took part in a range of
ongoing activities, including volunteering at the centre, carrying out mental health outreach,
running sexualities discussion groups, and a series of photography workshopshiathdesl
bisexual women (in Nash and Browne, 2010:35). | was not an active member of their groups,
partaking in outreach or other such activities. Rather, | maintained contact with the men in the
networks, received (vital) new local information from themas invited to their events, and
involved them in the ongoing news of the study, and its emerging findings. In ways, | feel that
they were ceauthors, and coesearchers; collectively we engaged in ongoing and dynamic
dialogue, a form of collegial interagh and solidarity at revealing understanding. After, these

exchanges and visits, | made notes of new insights received, new experiences revealed, new
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concerns and worries expressed, new political contexts which were changing their sense of
citizenship. Tle relationship with the men in the groups, was crucial in developing a deeper,
and extended, longitudinal level of interpretation, piowy ever more contextual
understanding, as | analysed my material, texts, transcripts, and diary notes.

Data Analysis

Essential to the process of heuristic analysis is intimate knowledge of all the material for each
participant. For Moustakas, this involves, I
and becoming ever more familiar with the data, thhoaghermeneutic circle (Laverty,
2003:21/22), airculus fructuosigKvale, 1996), a circular or spiral process which can take

many months, during which the core themes and patterns gradually begin to emerge and take
shape (Schneider et al, 2001:269). kdiemy experience of the data analysis process, was of

a circular and multlayered process, which was timnensuming, comprised of multifarious

and intersecting layers of complexity. Analysis began from the initial interviews, and never
ceased; | alwayseemed to be cognitively engaged in interpretation asndtegpretation over

a period of years.

Reismandés (1993) approach to Narrative Anal ysi
Interactionism are also of relevance to my experience of tlo¢ amalysis (Cooper, 2006). For

Reisman achieving a deamderstanding of the significance of stories can be happen through
transcription, reading and ineading the material, and texts in an interpretive process.
Meanwhile, for Denzinthe goal of intergetation and interactionism is to make the problematic

lived experiences of ordinary people available to the reader. The researcher, as an interactionist,
often employing life history interviews, interprets these worlds, their meanings and their
representons (Denzin 2001). My experience of using a fornifef history interviews is to

agree with Connell (2005) in that they provide rich evidence and documentation of personal
experience as well as about subjectivity (in Annes and Redlin, 2012: 263 xtthetproduce

huge and overwhelming amounts of data which need to be analysed through coding. Getting
to grips with the data seemed daunting at ti
be 6doned in a singl eg, agneas Moustakasremarked, methods ofu | d
analysing datdeuristicallyi nvol ves Ati mel ess I mmersion ins
resting and returning to the data; the condition of again and-agaepetition which is

essential until intimate kno#ld ge i s obtainedod (Schneider et
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sentiments of the analytical process is very much captured by onerepetition a never

ending process of uncovering, all the time revealing themeghsutes, new insights and new
understadings. | can also discern similarities wigliounded theory analysis (Glaser &
Strauss), outlined by EasterBynith (2008) as a sevestage process which requires the texts

to be systematically analysed so as to tease out themes, patterns and categocresite
knowledge (2008:175). In particular, Eastefbyni t h6s ref erence to f ami
re-coding as a feature of grounded theory analysis resonates with my experience of what
seemed like endless repeating cycles of codingpding, andefinement.

And so, |l began by foll owing Moustakasods (19
exception of one) were recorded datker transcribed. In taking the call to immersion and
incubation seriously, | got into the habit of listeningte tecordings at opportune moments. |

initially began to listen whilst walking, whether it be in the forest or the countryside. | found

the experience of I|istening to the menébés con
-walkingintherurawhi | st | i stening (through earphones]
their silences and their words. This practice focused my concentration on what they were telling

us. At times, as words created thoughts and these thoughts incubated, | woeldhgaus

recording and become sei war e of Naa~we otrh astidhyg ,i mft er esti ng,
really saying is thato
Whilst | did enjoy this habit and practice o

so easily ©6on bagindéo make miaice,c oamdd nsgss lof my O6i ncut
on my android phone; or instead to listen to the recordings at a desk, with notepad and pen to

make written observations.
Transcription

The transcription process, posed me with a dilemimeasaware that the transcription process

was a further opportunity to become immersed in the data and that interviews are not simply
Otyped wordso6é, rather i nt e&erbalicenmanicatianiDagey,s o i n
1999, in Green, 2006) but | wassal aware of the timsaving advantages from getting
recordings transcribed. In the end, | compromised with myself: | transcribed about half the
interviews, and engaged a trusted, professional transcriber, who had worked with the university

on previous selitve research topics, to transcribe the remainder. Luckily, | haedpred

this possibility, at the stage of interview, and had always mentioned to the respondent (before

the interview) that transcription would be done by myseH trusted professioha
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However, remaining conscious of the possibility that | would lose out on a valuable opportunity
to immerse myself in the interview data, | listened to the recordings (again) alongside reading
the newly transcribed text, so as to ensure there was gadhiss, and this allowed me to

make occasional marks and annotations. Each transcribed interview provided many thousands

of words. The average interview transcript was over 15,000 words (approximately forty pages).
Finding relevance with the researchjettives and questions

The next stage was to read each completed transcript to determine ways in which the text

corresponded to my original research objectives and questions.

My original research aim and objectives, had been, of course, reflected withitiemwew

guide. In other wordamy research objectives and my interview guide were aligned. From
previous research, which | had conducted as part of a team (Colgan et al, 2006, 2009) | was
aware of the need to keep respondents focused on the researdie ey themes/objectives

during the interview. Failure to keep the conversation relevant could result in large volumes of
text, which simply would not address the issues, and therefore would not address the research
aims. Whilst going through the textl could see that the narrative was consistent with my
objectives and questions. | could also discern some new, surprising themes emerging.
However, | needed to break down the transcribed interview text into more manageable displays,
which would be easigo work with. In other words, the transcribed interview texts had to be
reduced, and 6ébroken downdé into thematic cat
of the data. In this regard, data reduction can be seen as a fully necessary aspecivef narrat

data analysis (Miles and Huberman, 2002).
Creating a home for their narrative

In making sense of the transcripts, | coded the text of each transcript, according to the research
objectives and questions. | created thematic categories, aligned to @anchegeestions and
assigned thematic | abels to these categories
(Ezzy, in Cooper, 2006: 101). For example, categories were labellédoaging Up; PESTLE

contextual factors, Intersection with the rurRlealities (of belonging, exclusion, etc); Role of

local LGBT networks; Identity; NormalisatiaandReligion The same categories were used

for analysis of the Irish and English interviews (because the same interview guide was used in
both countries) buthe Irish and English transcripts were analysed separately, creating
approximately eighteen separate thematic electronic word documents, which provided a home

for relevant narrative text from both countries.
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After the transcripts had been coded, lusedMics o f t wor d, to O6cut and
and deliver to their respective thematic horedectronic word documentsvhich provided a

platform for visual thematic data display (Miles and Huberman, 2002). This was the first wave

of open coding, wit the main themes having evolved from the analysis, following this a second

wave of open coding began.
Recoding

These electronic, thematic word documents (which on average, contained twenty thousand
words of relevant respondent narrative) provided dafalaly, and they were now my focus of

new attentionfor further analysis. This involved identifying key sub themes and patterns
(Ritchie and Spencer in Cooper, 2006) within these main thematic repositories. In essence, this
recoding was yet another heurcstattempt to uncover the life world of these men, discover
new layers of depth and complexity. For example, within the one main thematic word
document (namedRural Intersection, there emerged sub themes Beasons for staying,
leaving, or returning to thrural; Advantages of rural life; Challenges of rural life; and Coping
strategiesto name a few. These sub themes were highlighted, identified and moved to yet
another home, and yet another word document. The sub themes were my new headings, and
were supprted by numerous carefully chosen respondent quogatidmch | felt illustrated or
illuminated the patterns that had emerged. Here, we can see how my process of analysis
involved coding, data reduction, display, followed bycogling, redisplay (Miles and
Huberman2002.

Telling the respondents story

From these new data display manuscripts, | could now discern a story, a flow, a logic and
cogency, which all owed me to begin owriting
which will make gnse to the reader. Using my own creative skills as a writer, my notes and
diary entries, and with supporting respondent quotations, | wrote the findings chapters, which

then needed to be refined, grammatically and stylistically.
Contextualising and coeptualising with literature

| then proceeded to merge literature with the findings to cestbFindings and Analysis
chapter. This required me to-vesit aspects of my literature review, to engage it with fresh
eyes, and also to engage with new litera in line with new empirical findings from my

fieldwork. This was very time consuming and took many weeks. The newly created chapter, a

60



product of interpretation, reflection, innovation and creativity (Kvale, 1996: 50) was then also

refined, edited, anonproved.

In completing the heuristic spiral, | was mindful that interpretations are arrived at through a
proces-son$tovooti ond of data with participant
(Laverty, 2003:21). Therefore, as | neared the ergestaf the creation process, | made efforts

to share my emerging findings with the men in the local networks, through informal
discussions, as well as a more formal presentation and Q&A in July 2017. This decision was

not taken lightly, what would happeitihey could not relate to the findings, or questioned my
interpretation. In the end, it was well received and | felt affirmed and embraced. It was an act

of symbolic verification.

Rigour: credibility, validity, and reliability

When conducting hareneutical phenomenological studies, researchers need to ensure the
credibility of the study (Laverty, 2003:24). Credibility requires that the research is consistently
faithful and true to the stories of the lived experiences, as told by the participdrastgects

(Beck, 1993). This commitment to truthful and honest reflection of the lived experience is
central to the integrity and credibility (believability) of the study. It involves ensuring that the
research is conducted in ways that are aligneddaadbearch objectives (Lincoln and Guba,

1985); that construction of texis credible to the experience; can be understood by insiders

and outsiders; and that analysis and interpretation incorporates and mirrors the complexities of

the situation (Laverty2 0 03) . | was struck by Kvadugtd s asse
conduct research into areas that are worth knowing (1996:118) and by Alvesson and
Skol dber gbs argument t hat gualitative i ngu
366).Throughoutmy research, | have been committedrty dutyin ensuring that the study

remains dedicatetb revealing truth as expressed by the men; that there are no politically
motivated interpretations, and that there is no deception. Throughout the findings Igeid ana
chapters | have made efforts to providelepth description of the complexities of experiences

and interactions and these have been embedded in the data and final text (Creswell, 1993 in
Laverty, 2003:23)l have been acutely aware that prolongegbgiement with, and immersion

in, the data is essential in a hermeneutic phenomenological project, and that commitment to the
multiple stages of heuristic interpretation (which allow patterns to emerge), are seen as critical

and central to the rigour of tis¢udy (Koch, 1995 in Laverty, 2003: 23)
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Reliability and validity can be discussed within hermeneutic tradition as issues of rigour
(Laverty, 2003:23) although it must be admitted that historically, many interpretive and
gualitative researchers have had wameasy relationship with the (inherently positivistic)
constructions of reliability and validity (Kvale, 1996). There can be a temptation by some, to
dismiss these constructions as some oppressive positivist concepts that hamper a creative and
emancipator qualitative research (ibid:231) but there is a growing acceptance and
acknowledgement that qualitative research can be seen as rigorously valid when the
researcherds process is transparent and exp
Denzin, 200).

The concept of validity concerns evidence, in particular that a valid argument be based on
sound evidence (Green, 2006:121). The rich, and voluminous qualitative data that has been
produced in this study provides evidence of the topic being addrdsgelénce which is

centr al to our understanding of wvalidity, wi
and accurately represents those features of the phenomena that it is intended to describe,
explain or theoriseodo ( HemlfP.rAs loalyped eatli@r,7an6 9 , (
extensive concern throughout this study was to ensure an accurate, detailed and insightful
account of the lives of gay men in the nonmetropolitan environment, through heuristic
immersion and interpretation. Therefore, #tedy attempts to validate their stories and offer

the reader an insight into gay men as sexual citizens, within the context of their location and

situation.

The notion of reliability is often concerned with the extent to which research |setfstat
replicability in other settings using similar methods (Ritchie et al 2008). Reliability also favours
accuracy and measurement (Gilbert, 1993). Cooper (2006) however, argues the notion of
reliability needs to be updated for contemporary qualitatiudies and quotes Holloway and
Jefferson (2000) who regard reliability @&,an i nvalid criterion in
meanings are unique as well as shared. Contrary to the view of positivist science, however, the
situations that we are analysing amever replicable (were they ever?). Meanings are not just
unique to a person; they are also unique to a relational encoair{terCooper, 2006:78).

While it may be difficult to achieve reliability from a measurement perspective, it is argued
that interprate work is empirically solid and robust when supporting evidence is available, in
the form of interview transcripts, coding sheets, thematic categorisation, respondent profiles
and reflective notes (Cooper, 2006; Roberts, 2014). In retaining intervies, tignscripts,

and evidence of systematic coding and analysis, | am confident that this research can be seen
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as rigorous, as wel |l as a oO6flexible, iterat.i
cited in Cooper, 2006:77).

Ethical issues

Easteby-Smith et al, refer to the many ethical issues bubbling under the surface of research
(2008:132), and the problems faced by researchers in dealing with ethical issues, which more
often than not tend to be smaltale, incremental and ambiguous (ibid513My own
experiences back up these claims, in that | found ethical questions and dilemmas were a
constant companigrnalways at the back of my mind, and foreground of my concerns,
throughout the research. Of course, | was familiar with, and guided bynihersity ethics

code of practice, and there was confidence in the fact that my research had gained ethics
approval. Nonetheless, during the fieldwork, and especially during the interaction with
respondents, | was aware that exploring gay sexuality derdity in rural areas is a highly
sensitive topic (Preston & DO6Augel |l i, 2013)

approach be taken to all interactions with the people involved.

My experiences in conducting this study also allow me to agitbekivale (1996) who states

that ethical decisions do not belong to a separate stage of interview investigations alone, but
arise throughout the entire research proeeghical questions arise from the very start of an
investigation through to the finakport (1996:110). For example, during tparticipant
recruitment stage, | was acutely aware that the men who made contact with me may not be
6outd6. The email and telephone conversations
provided full and fank background information about my research. In sharing the nature of the
research, its aims and objectives, interview protocol, analysis processes and possible
publication outcomes, with all the men, | was adhering to the concept of informed consent and
that full information about the design and purpose rules out any deception of subjects (Kvale,
1996: 112; Bryman, 1989; Cameron and Price, 2009).

| was highly cognisant that conducting research interviews, and life history interviews in
particularis amoral enterprise (Kvale, 1996:109) and that there are moral implications of how
an interview inquiry should be conducted. Kvale cautions us to be aware that some interviewees
may find the interview setting so intimate and so seductive that they mayergiasnation

theywillregret(996 109) . There were times | had to ot
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to certain situations. For example, when a respondent began to speak about his experiences as
a teenager, of sexual encounters with an older,,lotatried man. What do | do? How do |
respond? On the one hand, | cannot forcefully intrude and interrupt his story, as this could be
interpreted as my O6éminimising6é this particul
that | only wanted to hear arstised version of his life, expunging any aspect which was
considered unsavoury or controversial, but | was also alive to the dangers of naming others,
especially on such a sensitive matter. So, in the moment, can | gently and sensitively ask that
we mertion no names? | needed to think very quickly, intuitively but with the cognitive support

of research ethical codes. Thankfully, the respondent immediately askatatid, mention

the name of the persaim, whichl suggested that perhaps it is bettertopind he agreed, with

a nodding of the head, and continued his story.

My biggest concern though, was to provide complete confidentiality of the research data, and

in protecting the privacy of my research subjects, both of which are core to etisieatah
(EasterbySmith et al, 2008, Kvale, 1996) and which were of acute importance given that many
were not oO6fully outd within their | ocales.
nortdominant sexualities, Wilcox (2012) emphasises the teepbtect LGBTQI respondents
from potenti al harm, in an era of where gay
(:37) while the need for particular sensitivity in researching gay men in rural areas, where

communities are tighitnit, and where)gposure can have uniquely damaging consequences, is

underscored by Preston & DO6Augel | i (2013) . ‘
men, exchanging their real names with pseudo
donot mi nd irfeayomameé dmy I al so removed id
compromi se their identity; thereby protectin

Throughout this research, on this most sensitive of topic, in interacting with gay men in the
nonmetropolitan space, | was mindagthe advice of Mason (1996) that researchers should
operate as thinking, reflective practitioners who are prepared to ask difficult questions about

their ethics and politics of their own research practice on a regular basis (in Easterby
Smith,2008:135)Perhaps this guidance was one of the reasons that ethical issues, dilemmas

and selfquestioning were a constant feature of my research journey, and they did indeed,
continuously O6bubble awayd under the surfacece

stage of the process from design to delivery.
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Concluding comments

Having provided a faithful account of the methodological approach taken in this study, it seems
apt to conclude with some commentary on an aspect of my methodological experience, that
was an inherent feature afl the various stages of this heuristic inquivhether it be the

initial engagement with topic, or the further stages of immersion, incubation, illumination,

explication and creative synthesis (Etherington, 2004a:50).

Thismnstant feature concerns the role of the r
6l nsidersdé share the characteristics, rol es
& Buckl e, 2009) and Ir dsed awasttheawvepreseyt aspactiok as

the study.

I n my reflections, and on reading around th
affinity withassheandenoof{Henhmane 19&vBhH . | n
Sociologist: Nativeas-StrangerHeilmand i scusses the chall enges he

peopl e that wd0e0ehowhe was seemas ifsidér (dde:to his upbringing in the
community under study) as well as outsider (due to his subsequent career as an academic

outside the community). The New York academic remarks that:

While | seek to take the role of stranger to explain the Orthodox Jewish world to
outsiders, to convince them of the sociological richness of this group of people, its
chosenness, | retain the adaggs of an insider. | know where to look for the action
and what questions to agkieilman, 1980: 105)

Throughout my fieldwork, | was aware of my extensive experiences, and knowledge of, the
themes under study, and this bestowed a certain sensitivityetmuiances of meanings
expressed by the men, and the different contexts into which the meanings may enter. (Kvale,
1996:49). | was also aware of the risk that | may so closely identify with them that | would
report and interpret everything from their pmstives; that | might become a victim of
Acount ert r dtoside anrasthropaogical eppresstotn at | mi ght Ago n
118) and so the concept of nati@estrangerwas interesting to me. Not a stranger; firmly an

insider; but with theresence of some distance.

To the men in Ireland, | may have been a native once, but my twenty years living and working
in London, bestowed on me, a sense of the 0:
stages. The meetings with the Irish §atpers were in part, | am certain, to ascertain whether

I had become a o6London, <city slickerd, with
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| had retained the o6grounded, I rish, country
made the amment thatwe dondét want to be examilhined | i ke
exactly what he meant. They would not agree to be studied by an urban outsider who had no
experience of rural life, and who displayed any hint of arrogant or condescendumieatti
6country folk6é as quaint, qguirky, and pitif

miserable place beyond the M50 (the motorway-rived that circles Dublin).

Thankfully, they acknowledged that, that was not me, amdslallowed intotheir worlds. In
relation to our ol ife worl dso: we were sim
experiences as gay men, but divergent -0li fe
insiderd with regard t lesvieorneatbnd thegfacttmyllivadp b r i n
in England, but my Irish upbringing, and my Irish accent marked me as separate. By combining
familiarity, and insider knowledge, with some degree of distance, and detachmeatj\tbe
asstranger as Heilmanasset s al |l owed him to Adi scovero so
(Heilman, 1980: 105). In a similar way, | felt my natagstranger categorisation allowed me

to understand, interpret, and present the life world of these men in an intrinsically accurate and

authentic way.
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Chapter 4. Early Awakeningsand Growing Up Gay

Unl ess you are gay you donoé6t experience t
and religious, both past and present, that works to convince us that in the very
depthsof our being thereOdBeil &8, Nn2008i §Ah) nes

Introduction

As | conducted interviews witadult men living in nonmetropolitan Ireland and England,
testimonies emerged recountingat it was like to grow uguring a time, and in a plagéere
silence, invisibility, and prejudicagainst sameex intimacyprevailed. The oldest respondent
was born in1937, the youngest in 1997As expected, those born in earlier decades recalled
experiences which were moulded and framed by a saastjutelyhostile tohomosexuality

a time where to be gay wais effect,a criminal offence. In totalpne man was born in the
1930s;three men were born in the 1940s; six in the 198i@gg#iteenn the 1960sgeightin the
1970s; six in the 1980s and two in th&@s.

Common patterns emerged regardless of age or logathuling a keen recollection of when
they began to notice the first signs of difference from other;ls®ysawareness of difference
as having implications for sexual orientation; aadgrowing selfrealisation of the
categorisation of their sexual orientation (it had a name) a dawning whichofieas
accompanied byeelings of,horror, confusion, loathing and panilcie to the existence of
powerful homenegative cultural messaging in their eeviment. Common reactions included
strategesof sitting it out, waiting for it to pasandtelling no-one Later, many men, as young
adults, would moveowards having occasional, anonymous sah¢ugh many found few
opportunities to do soY heir testinonies recall intenskeelings of guilfand shamerhey were
plagued by selfjuestioning. Why me? What am 1? Am | the only one? Banfide in others?
Who do | tell’?Do | come out”Shouldl continue to deny, or avoid the subject?
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Models of identity formation

During interviews, men spoke of what | might
their earliest memories of feeling different, to an understanding that they were gay, and beyond
this towards selfacceptance. For many, their jourrieas taken them towards forms of public

affirmation, with a few becoming local gay rights activists.

The idea of a journey of sexual identity formation has been conceptualised by a number of
theorists. Some have postulated that the process of sexuatyidemhation is different for
homosexuals and heterosexuals (Cox & Gallois, 1996; Beard and Hissam, 2002).

Two of the besknown models that conceptualise gay and lesbian identity formation were
developed by Vivienne Cass (1979, 1984) and Richard Tr@k#88, 1989). Both models are
very similar-b ot h descri be and outline a number of

order to assimilate and accommodate their ga

The model developed by Cass suggests tihere are six stages of development that all
individuals move through in order to acqui
integrated within the individual s overal/l
include: Stage Identity Gnfusion Stage 2ldentity ComparisonStage 3ldentity Tolerance

Stage 4]dentity AcceptangeStage Sldentity Prideand Stage @dentity Synthesis

The model developed by Troiden, identifies fstages:Sensitisation, Identity Confusion,
Identity Assumption, and Commitmenthis fourstage model is a synthesis of and a
devel opment on earlier models, for exampl e |

(1975) model on 6becoming homosexual 8 and al

The models are similar in that they describe a process whereby the gay person adjusts to their
samesex attraction, but unlike their heterosexual peers they must do so in societies where
minority sexualities are often marginalised and stigmatised (Prest® D6 Augel | i , 20
young person must deal with social stigmatisation, which often comes from significant others
such as family members, friends, peers, and tegclvbse support and acceptance young

people need to successfully embark on their jeurthrough adolescence to adulthood
(Schubotz and McNamee, 2009).

Eliason (1996) agrees that sexual identity development theories provide valuable insights into
lesbian, gay and bisexual lives, but also cautions that they are limited in a number éforvays.

example, the models do not always consider ways by which race, ethnicity, gender, class, and
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age may intersect with sexuality. | would also add, the intersectional relevance of location,
space and time. There is also criticism that the theories datsfactorily account for bisexual
identity formation and, of particular salience for my study, there were the worries highlighted
by Kitzinger (1987) on the apolitical, and ahistorical orientation of many of the models.

Eliason (1996) identifies the ed for more fluid and comprehensive models of development
that examine the interrelatedness of various aspects of the individual identity and the role of

the sociepolitical/historical context in which the individual negotiates her/his identity.

Inchartg t he | ife histories and |ife journeys o
model simply as a companion in analysing the
However, it is important to acknowledge that such models can resulttematation to

mechanically sl ot peopleds lives into distir

With this in mind, we must remember that:

Progress through the stages occurs in {zaxkforth, upanddown ways; the
characteristics of stages/erlap and recur in somewhat different ways for different
people. In many cases, stages are encountered in consecutive order, but in some
instances they are merged, glossed over, bypassed, or realized simultaneously (Troiden,
1989:47).

So, forexamplend as we will see in | ater chapters,
lived in big cities, or overseas, thus conforming to what might be lab®ji@doidenas the

identity commitmenstage, but on returning to their rural locales they retrenchetiwant

back into the closet because of their return to sopteenvironment.

The menés testimonies below are also placed
homophobia and the local environmental specificities of the Irish and Britistexto
Therefore, while utilising the models to help me make sense of the life stages which my men
speak about, | am also acknowledging the political and historical dimensions that applied to

their young lives.

69



First awareness of difference

Each & the men in this study were able to recall when they began to feel different from other

boys of the same age.

Philip (72) was born into a working class famiythe English West Midlandsnd growing up
in the 1940s he recalls how he was made to fetdrdiit because he preferred to play with

girls more so than boys:

Growing up | was criticised a lot [by adults] because | was always playing with the
girls, and | was called a sissy, so | think | felt that | was different from other boys in
that respect.

Ot her men cited examples of playing with dol
onmakeup, taking the female role in childrenods
kitchen and bake cakes with their grandmothers, mothers, auns, sisters rather than work
outside on the farm with the men (doing mendo
By deviating from gendered roles, these boys were transgressing from the social norms of their
environment. Such transgressions wesvan welcomed or encouraged, but rather were
frowned upon, often earning them retribution, rebuke and condemnation. Many of the men
remember fathers expressing worry omOutoncer:Ht
Mo | IMa@ (o Nancgb diyMitchy.

A lack of interest in certain competitive team sports at school, was a cause of further
differentiation felt by many of the me@yril attended a renowned aflale boarding school in

the Irish midlands, but felt oppressed and marginalised by thefbage on sports such as
rugby and Gaelic football. Sport was an important part of the school identity and those who
excelled at sport were highly valuedyril was not interested in sports and he remembers the
relief when his parents moved him to a mixgzhder schodback in his home towrin the

north-west oflreland:

|l f you werendét interested in sport, which
big issue [problem], and so [when | moved away from that school] | was probably much
happier in an awf | | ot of ways, because certainly
orientated.

Cyril also found the mixed gender culture of his new school, more welcoming and inclusive

than his previous alinale school.

70



Virtually all the men have childhood recollectionstof e el i ng dr awndé to i ma
this was described as a nsexualised attraction, a curiosity and appreciation of male
handsomeness. For example, many men spoke of how, in their childhood they found certain
male movies stars interesting or handspmhether it be Flash Gordon (1950s) or the Bionic

Man (1970s)Philip remembers this from his childhood in late 1940s England:

| remember when | was young my gran had got a record , and on the record sleeve was

a picture of Frank Sinatra and somethingqwe on i n my mind that s
guyo6é. and | woul d say that was around fi
movies é..1 was so attracted to the i mage

Joshuawas brought up in a churgping family in Suffolk, but as a child (late 1970s) he
recalls finding bible images of men appealing:

When | was very young, four years old or
bible and | remember it was illustrated, and there were pictures of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden antdremember years later thinking back and seeing that image of

Adam did something for me, the woman, no, nothing, but the man, yeah, there was
something there.

Research indicates that many gay and lesbian adults say that they felt different from an early
age, and furthermore that they recognise this sense of difference and apartness long before they
realise they are gay (Schubotz and McNamee, 2B0Bertsorand Monsen, 2001). Troiden

refers to this stagethe stage of feeling differentas Stage 1 of hisexual identity formation

model for gays and lesbians, and has labetled theSensitizatiorstage, which invariably

occurs before pubertysensitizationis characterized by perceptions of being different from
samesex peers and generalized feelingsnafginality (Troiden, 19880).

Feelings of difference and apartness from other bapdbecome more pronounced with age,
and crucially,during adolescencthese feelingsan attain new meanings Robertsonand
Monsen, 2001: 20). Both the Troiden and Qasslels agree that adolescence sees childhood

perceptions of 6them as dif f saxuwmiyd i6f f evedtvée. i

As the men in this study progressed through their teenage years they remember other boys
developing a heightened imést in girls, a fascination with the female body, and the pursuit of
girlfriends. At the same time the men began to natie#r growing attraction, interest and
fascination with thanalebody.Os c afirléasc k o f interesto in girls
different from other teenage boys who were busily engaging in the dating rituals at his Surrey

school in the early 1960s
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So | was kind of aware of my own sexuality. In a way partly because by the time you
got to thirteen, fourteen, fifteen other boysravsort of asking girls out and you kind
of realised that you didnét ffeel |l i ke doi
sort of sin of omission if you like. Not quite the right term but kind of, made you realise
that you were different [in a geitprofound sexual way].
Many of the men in this study spoke of how their growing teenage interest in the male body
felt natural to themMalachyremembers how he was increasingly driven to learn more about

the male form at hiall boysgrammar school ithe 1960ghe north of England:

And then maybe fourteen, fifteen they were all talking about girls. And | suddenly
realised | had no interest in girls. And | would, you know, | would find myself in the
changing rooms, even in the toilet, | was wanting,meatessarily to touch, but | was
wanting to see, | was hoping to get a glimpse of their naked bodies.

For Troiden, lesbians and gay males typically begin to personalize homosexuality during their

late adolescent yearsvhen they may begin to reflect upon théea that their feelings,
behaviours, or both could be regardedvab a t soci ety chomosegualt ual i s
(1989:52) However, Robertson and Monsen argue that whdeyryoung peopleiill realise

that they danot have erotic interest in the opposiexgheyare likely to reject any definition

of them being gay, lesbian, homosexual, queehich society and peers may label them.
(Robertsorand Monsen, 2001: 20).

The hallmark of this stage identity confusioninner turmoi} and uncertainty surroging

t heir ambi guous sexual status, wirgally at he p
homosexual ? 0 (3. iIndate tcenage yeard dhdearly twenties, wioste men in

this studybeame increasingly and acutely aware that their interest inw@sinlikely to be

aphase. As a teenager in rural west Suffolk in the-208id0s,Tim began to realise that his

attraction to boys was probably a permanent and innate feature of his self:

When | got to about thirteen, fourteen and | started to realiseokayay be t hi s i s
a phase, maybe | do like guys. | started to become aware of the idea of sexuality and
straight and gay. But I sort of, I donot
before ités a phase. | t bdingdyay.6Thererwasanbthiing Kk n o v
around me. I di dnodt know any gay peopl e
gay was occasionally watching So Graham Norton.

All men, regardless of when they were adolescents, in the 1950s or 2000s, whether in Ireland
or Britain, were very much aware that their developing bodily, emotional, genital and sexual
interest in other men was socially frowned upon and disapproved. While other boys were free,

and indeed encouraged to speak openly, and graphically about tesimh girls, the teenage
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boys in this study were aware that they could not divulge or sheiregrivate, thoughts and
desires about body and sexuality in public. Their feelings must remain secret, hidden and
supressed. They understood that homoseyualias taboo, sinful, controversial and
problematic compared to the privileged male heterosexuality of their teenage peers. The social
condemnation of homosexuality created problems of guilt, and secrecy, it inhibits openness

and visibility whilst also makg it difficult meeting other gay people (Plummer, 1975).

The social stigma surrounding homosexuality sustains and dedpatis/ confusiolecause
it discourages adolescent (and adult) lesbians and gay (oalbsexualsfrom discussing
their emergig sexual desires witfriends, peers ofamily membergTroiden, 1989)Cass
(1979:225 observes that the individual wwilb feel s

experience inner turmodndknow intense anguish at this stage.

Internal struggle: facing an inconvenient truth

Indeed, we can see the anguish that Cass speaks of, in the stories and testimonies of the men in
this study. The creeping realisation that sa®e attraction might be an embedded, innate and
permanent feature of the sgifysed profound and daunting dilemmas. The men experienced a
range of reactions including denial, worry, embarrassment, concern, confusion and anxiety.
Many just wanted the feelings to disappear. They had to negotiate feelings and emotions which
were simulaneously exciting, dangerous, tempting, and frightening. The men perceived
themselves to be in an unenviable situation, they saw themselves in an unwanted, unwelcome

and difficult predicament.

For some of the men, the realisation that they were gay dliaiternalised reactions of abject
terror, panic and forebodingRobertsonand Monsen (2001) argue that gayd lesbian
adolescents are very much aware of the prevailing attitudes within society (and in their own
families) towards gay people. The youngrgmm is also attuned to the many negative
stereotypes and prejudices that exist within society. Wikéyave been subjected to historical

portrayals of gays and lesbians as deviants, immoral, sick, criminal and politically extreme.

The men inthis study feared the possibility of social rejection and isolation. These fears
supresed the desire towards selécognition and delsadt he pr ocess of 6cor
themselves and to others. As a teenager in 1880styLeitrim, Columbaprovides a sense of

this when he remembers:
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Back then | suppose as | was coming into my mid to late teens | began to realise it was
guys | was looking at, guys butts | was looking at. And that filled me with [emphasis

by slowly saying these three words] Absoluigead and Hor o r . Couldnét p
go there. Conservative, Catholic family. | had an uncle and two cowiaswere

priests. So it was total fear.

For Luke, the realisation (to self) that he may be gay (in 1980s Dublin) was a frightening

thought, he did not welcomeand would never have chosen it:

| guess when | got to 14 | think it was then that | began to be aware of being [sexually]
attracted to guys and that put the frigh
talking about gay as a lifestyle choidemakes ne laugh!!! As if | would choose to be

a social outcast, a pariah.

Some of the I rish men turned to prayer, they
Crossao, Aan i mpositiono, Tudoygh Bpeakiegxothisrlateat e d

teenage years (in 1970s Ireland):

Despite my denial s, | knew | was gay, | Kk

A

be, thatds the probl em, I just didndét war
Just didndét want t o [lerd Yepla ke | wds kihchobhopinga nt t
that if | prayed it would help me, you know, that the Lord would take it away from me,

you know. And if | kept praying, that prayer will make me as normal as possible.

All the men in this study went through a similaogess of suspecting, knowing, and coming
to terms with their sexualitiyn secret Many of them were terrified that their private thoughts
would become public. They became excellent at concealing and defledisioplas on

growing up in Galwayity (1980s)

| was terrified that people would know what | was thinking in my head, so if | found

anybody attractive, t hen | di dnot have t
because | found him attractive, | would deliberately look the other walgasaobody
would see me | ooking at hi m, I didndt wan

Stigma management

Both Troiden and Cass observe that many adolescents and young adults respond to their sense

of identity confusiorby adopting one or more stigm@aanagemenstrategies. This is where

the person attempts to O6managed their homose
to their feelings, fantasies or activitiesrgiden, 1989: 56) whilst some try to avoid any

behaviour that would encourage suspicion. Thegy mretend to be wilfully ignorant of
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anything concerning homosexuality; they may avoid dancing or dating with girls which might

run the risk of them not getting erect; in fact numerous strategies are employed in avoiding
romantic intimacy issues soth&gr s or f ami |l y me mb ¢heidackbbnot b
heterosexual credentials (ibid:57).

Some menifrelandspokeofavoi di ngse¢etheofidlomwng di scoes or
achieved by hiding isnettoh ew at$heyoticshisto avaidtpeetr t he
pressure which would have expected them to ask a girl out to dance, which was the convention
in those daysetdari Ag asmeeti ng of one ,0f the
men spoke of the elaborate meclsams they deployed to keep their privégelingshidden

fideep below the surfageMél), by joining in with the boys, laughing at their lewd jokes, and
feigning interest in girls loudly and publicliiere we can see how heterosexual masculinity

provides a pwerful social context in the lives of boys and young men (Cooper, 2013:73).

The men considered one of their earliest amast commonly used stigma management
strategies to be a strategy of simpéver, evetalking about it. Simply never raising thegect

or topic with anybody. Pretending to the world that such a topic was of no importance to them.

A strategyof seH mposed silence. The new O6i mperfect
private and hidden at all costs. The men recall how thisrestjand used up a lot of emotional
energy, they were always thinking about new creative ways to enswdisttwsure, and

perfecting ways Mac). avoid Atripping upo (

In contrasto silencethere were times they adopteztal antthomosexual posturggdistanéng

themselves from their own homoerotic feelings by attacking and ridiculing known
homosexuals (Troiden, 1989:58Yhile somemenavoided women and girlgat othertimes,
respondents adopted a strategy of actually dating girls. The men gavéermimeasons for
adopting this strateg@lfiedat ed girl s asnéaft abhtemptot ohéodh

but when he started to date men he noticed how it appeared more natural to him:

Later on, |like in my Ilatse tWhemtile Lk, slsedt a
nothing there. ltdos |i ke kissing a piece
when | first kissed a man, I was | i ke God

Finianin Sligo also adopted the strategy of dating girls,langhs when he says threbecame
a ¢ o n s ustraight ictod -fa description of himself which aptly describes how many of
the men who dated girls, felt about their st

this public display of heteroseality as a mechanism to deflect attention, suspicion, intrigue
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and gossip from their true private selves. S
t hei r o wrotremselvesas illustrgtéd byuked s t est i mony on hi s ¢
20-year oldata Dublin universityifi themid 1980s):

I highly suspected | was gay because | h @
said, well maybe you think youbre gay but
itwas justacaseofmabe i f | had a girlfriend maybe
this phase that the priest said it was, a few years previously, would just pass, so | did
date sever al girls when | was in college
with tonguesstarted | would make excuses [to avoid it]!

In fact, three menColumbain Ireland andGeorgeand Darrenin England got married (to

women) in their twenties, becoming fathers

But Troiden also observes that thoseidientity confusioncan also adopt a rstegy of
acceptanceThis refers to a level of private acceptance to onedhth selfacceptance, men

and women acknowledge that their behaviour, feelings, or fantasies may well be homosexual
and they seek out additional sources of information to leemre about their sexual feelings
(Troiden, 1989:57). | would argue that information, visibility, positive role models and the
support of family and friends are important requisites towards encouragiracseitance.
Making contact with other gay peopk ¢onsidered important by Troiden and Cass as these
new contacts allows the person to realize that homosexuals exisbeislecategoryand this

can diminish their sense of isolation (Troiden, 1989: $a@)this end, the local LGBT groups

and networks mvided a number of men in this study with invaluable support.

Some of the younger respondeifisn (Suffolk, age 24)Nathan(Cambridgeshire, age 23),
Cillian (CountyLongford, age 32) antiheq (Suffolk, age 31) began to sedtcept in their late
teenage gars with the help of information gleaned online, from media portrayals, and by

reading literature on sexualitgelf acceptance had a liberating effectiom:

It was actwually really good. Because | 6d

into compl ete depression to be honest. Ok avy
that time, at least according to the information that | had, but at least | could say yes, |

am definitely this. I can stop wor.rying

Knowing about what | am and accept that this is who | am. | really sort of began to
become happier again as soon as | did accept it myself.

Tim, together witlCillian, Nathan andTheowere going through adolescence during a time of
increasing awarenessd understanding of gay and lesbian sexuality. They had increasing

access to information and crucially had very supportive family and/or friends. For example,
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Nathad s mot her, a Church of Engl and-sexpeoder , h ad
at herliberal church.Cillian and Theo were particularly close to their sisters, whom they
confided in. For many young gays and lesbians, family support is not so readily available. The
experience of rejection by family and peers can have very damaging anldstng effects

on gay and | e s b-bemgthea acadengcdifeaaditheis ibmenileRobertson

and Monsen, 2001)ndeed familial hostility towards sexual minority youth plays a role in
homelessness, asidenced byhe Albert Kennedy Tust which showed thain 2015 LGBT

people made up almost a quarter of the young homeless (Financial Times, 2017).

Aside from the four younger responderdtier men tookdonger to move away from the
identity confusiorstage as illustrated byugene(County Donegal) who was in an identity

confusion stage until his late thirties (late 1990s).

| think | had so much internalised homophobia going on inside me that was really just,

you know, you know, just coul dnoleana, | ow n
you know, was holding me back from ever thinking | was gay or declaring myself as
gay.

| am reminded of Cass (1979)ho notes that the length of time taken to proceed through the

stages in her (similar) modeill differ from persontopersoa,nd t hat an i ndi vi d
considerable influence on his/her mode of coping with the developmental process because of

the marked contrast between past and present societal attitudes and expectations (Cass, 1979:
220).

The internalised homophobiBugene refers to occurs when the individual incorporates
negative attitudes towards gays and lesbians as part of their ovwmag#, so much so that

the person may perceive that they really are deviant, sick, mentally ill, or emotionally unstable
(Robertsorand Monsen, 2001). Internalised homophobia was mentioned and acknowledged
by quite a number of men during the interviews, and they felt that while internalised
homophobia did not stop them from having sex with men, it did prevent a healthy sense of self

and any pride in assuming or proclaiming a p!

It was during their late teens and early to +ivienties when most of the men began to have

sex with other men. Many men describe these sexual encounters as hidden, random and
secretive.For most of the men, high levels of internal homophobia made the very idea of
entering into a sareex relationship unthinkable. To do anything so public was inconceivable.

Malachyillustrates this in nortlwest England in the early 1970s:
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Any sexual expeences that | had in my twenties tended to be either somebody who
picked me up in the toilets, and sometimes, never in the toilet itself but sometimes,
sometimes it, you know, in the bushes in
to me digs, yoknow. Never, never had a long term partner.

Malachy had sex with many meim his twenties and thirtiesit was always secretiveand

always discreteHe neveifelt he couldenter into a relationship, ame remaineddiscreedfor

many yearsHe only begarthe process of slowly coming out (this would equate to Identity
assumption, or stage 3 of Troidends model ) i

social, cultural and political changemd his engagement with LGBT networks.

Cyril remainedliving in his small home town irCounty Leitrim, after leaving school.
Throughout his twenties, thirties and early forties (1980s and 1990s) he lived a life which
followed a similar pattern: in the closet, but having sex with other men. Most of the men he
had sex with were married, a@yril would arrange to meet them in isolated forests and lay
byds. Thi £y ssilifinasea day mgn for so many years
| 6d say | realised | was queer [during th
Withouta doubt, | realised it to myself. Internally it was a persistent battle trying to, |

suppose, trying to make sure that nobody else knew. But at the same | was sexually
active with [mainly married men], always a very covert type of sex.

At this stage it isvorth noting the impact of growing up in the nonmetropolitan space. Seven

out of the fortyfour men interviewed grew up mrban andnetropolitan areas (some of those
overseas). For the remaining men, who grew up in rural, and-smaillenvironments, the
nonmetropolitan spacehamagerd fildMag wouatyni Ctswr k
Roscommothat contributed to silence and invisibility.

Indeed, Beard and Hissam (2002) suggest that rural gay men go through developmental stages
later than others. A numbef respondents also commented on how, as adolescents, the
intimate space of the rural, where everybody knew everybody else, added a layer of complexity

and danger of exposuréor exampleCharlie recalls his feeling of fear, when a wave of
hysteriakengiled hi s Norfol k village in the 1970s |
| ocal man have sex with anot he Mhempavatedspacen hi s
was no protectionThe man waseferred to in hommegative and stigmatising narratives fo

all time thereafter: the local faggot, the local queer, a man to be avditiscexperiencéas

remained with Charliéor many years. He had had a glimpse of hpasts of thecommunity

mightreact if they discovered he was gay.
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The times through whichhey lived their adolescence had a big influenceenabling or
inhibiting a healthy approach todin sexualidentity formation.National cultural narratives
swept overboth rural and urban settings. For example, Dublin may have been the biggest
metropoliin space in Ireland bewven though it was a metropolitan cityvas hardly a gay
friendly space in the 1960s, 70s or 80s (Gay Community News, 2016). | am reminded, of the
work by Kuhar and Svab (2014), who make the point tioatall cities are havens fosexual

minorities, and not all cities have (or had) gay-sultures.

My interviewssuggesthat London wagunlike Dublin)seen by the men asgay destination,

a beacon of social possibilities and opportunitiesseual minoritieswith its growing gy

scendn the 1970s and 1980shichis chronicledm the work of Ackroyd (2017). Sonwé the

menlived in London during tese decadesnd theyfelt that the city was at the vanguard of

gay rights and gay visibilitystanding in complete opposition teetr rural localesWe see this
particularlyin the testimonies of urlough,and Magnuswho migrated to work in London in

their twenties;Turloughfrom CountyRoscommon ani¥lagnusfrom Norfolk. For thee men,

living in London meant havingiccess to gay vees, gay groups andueer political
movements This encouraged the to gradually come out to more people and saw them
increasinglyassune a gay identity. Sadlyurloughhad t o &égo back in the

to family in County Roscommom the late1990s.

The testimonies of the man this study make regulaeferenceto the social, cultural and
political backdrop thatwereprevalent in their adolescent yeaasackdrop which invariably
kept most of themcloseed well into adulthood andor sone, middle age. Examining the
backdrop also acknowledges and seeks to redress some of the criticism of Kitzinger (1987)
and others, mentioned earlier. In looking at the context of the times in which they grew up we
are addressing the often ahistorical apblitical orientation that exist;m some of the

scholarship

Growing up gay in a different ti me: t

Philip, Oscar Magnus GeorgeandMalachygrew up in England in the 1950s and 1960s. While
they do remember referenceshomosexuality during their childhood and adolescent years,
they also recall how these references were entirely negative and often centred on the

sensationalist news stories of that time, for example stories concerning the Lord Montagu trial
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and the issuef 6 Gay Spi esbo, t he 6 Ca mPhitipirecgleluridi ve S
newspaper headlines, which his parents and family would discuss in hushed tones by the

fireplace at night:

| remember hearing a lot of conversations at home about the Lord duicnia; there
was a huge scandal, he was arrested and sent to prison, | remember all that going on
and al so remember hearing the term O0br own

The trial Philip refers to here, was a high profile criminal case (in 198#¢h attracted huge
media interest, in whicthree menLord Montagu of Beaulieu, Michael RiRivers and Peter
Wildeblood, were charged with homosexual offences and sent to p(Botish Library,
201h). An alarmingfeature of theLord Montagu tria] which provides an insight into the
lengths the authorities went to, in order to achieve convictioss, the use ofichain
prosecutiong whereby the policgvould promise immunity to witnesses if they reported on
other homosexuals (Weeks, 2016: 198)is was a particularly bleak time for gay mevith

as many as 1,000 men imprisoned every year duringabes(Weeks, 2016).

A flavour of the febrile nature of discourse can be gledrmd the statement by thelome
Secretary of the time, SDavid Maxwell-Fyfe when he promised an orchestrated drive against
mal e vice that Awoul d rid EnglbyxnMbhxweliFyfet hi s p

bluntly underlined his obsessive concern in the House of Commons thus:

Homosexuals, in general, are exhibitioniatel proselytisers and a danger to others,
especially the young. So long as | hold the office of Home Secretary | shall give no
countenance to the view that they should not be prevented from being such a danger
(Weeks, 2016: 158)

Britain was not the onlyvestern democracy to witness a purge of homosexuals in the 1950s.

The United States was in the grip of the McCarthy era, a time when suspected communists
were investigated, criminalised and kicked ¢
198). Homoe x ual s were seen as a O6security risk?®o
stabilityod, the O6weaknessgt iodi Itihteyi rt omod all a nfdi
blackmail (Weeks, 2016: 159).

In his seminal publicatiorComing OutJeffrey Weeks dracterises the approach of much of

the British media during this period:

Throughout this period, much of the pres
Sunday Pictorial published a series of ar
papersaiditvas an attempt to end the &édconspira
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articles were O0a sincere attempt to get
2016:161).

These were not good days to raise ones head above the parapet as a homosexualFgay man.
respondents living as adolescents during this period, any notion of embradmngaexual /

gay identity seemed unwise, remote and implausibdearhas vivid memories, as a teenager,

of the furore over the Cambridge Five Spies, how it disgusteplgp@ home and how the
manner of the discourse played out in the media had negative connotations for gay men:

The only gay people | heard of in these times was the Cambridge Apicg.was a

big news item in the Sixties, yes, yédnditwasnegatveAnd | t hi nk t hat ds
negative for gays [at that time] because | think there was gayness [and espionage]
involved. There was that sort of case and various other things coming up. Some of these
things | was a bit too young to understand all thesequences of what was going on,

but | knew they were negative.

The caseofthesmal | ed 6 Cambri dge Five Spiesd, which
English men, involved a number of men recruited by the Soviets at Cambridge university and

the evental disappearance of some of their number, Burgess and MacLean to thBREBSR

2016).In responséo such espionageases, the Sunday Mirror ran a headline in 1963, over a

| ar ge, | ooming, dark, threatening arhodmooomi n oL
(LAGNA, 2017) which observed that the gay man constituted a serious security risk to the
nation with the reporter imsiectrieng othat Al w

Some of the men also felt that there was an underlying, and commonly heldthatief
homosexuality was seen as a psychiatric di:
psychiatric discourse on homos ediscoarseiotthed i n

1960s and the Stonewall riots changed the dominant narratives (2013:211).

Respondents who attended school in the 1950s and 1960s, can remember some of language
used to describe homosexuals as perverts, inverts and retrog@stzsattenctd secondary
school in Surrey, in the early 196@mdrecalls the language used to ddse a person that he

increasingly felt he was:

| can remember we were in religious instruction, we had a bit of what you might call
relationship educationl remember particularly their description of inveirtthat was
the terminology used in those dajaut it was sort of yes, yes, | fit that category.

Oscarhas been deeply affected by the views espoused on homosexuality he was exposed to

during his formative years. He has journeyed through life hiding his sexuality. At the age of
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65, he has never hadxs never had a relationship, and never discussed his sexuality until he
joined the local LGBT group in Suffoik 2013

Philip recalls the complete void of positive language, imagery, discourse or information about

samesex attraction in his youth in 10§

Tal king about silence, there was just no
much [information] about it, total silencexcept for mimicry and nasty ridicule. |
remember my aunt ridiculing some people. The most significant developmengfo

growing up in terms of sexuality development was two guys who did the paper rounds
who | knew and they reported seeing thes:
me and | made sure | found out where the:
arourd the city finding shops that sold these and that really was my main sexual activity

from age fourteen to midwenties.

The magazineRhilip makes reference to were part of the British physique photography genre,
which flourished after the Second Worldaww Body building magazines suchtealth and
StrengthorMa n 60 s pvdeided ichages of muscled men and bodybuilders, often in skimpy
shorts and trunks. They could be purchased quite innocently in newsagents. For many gay men,
these publications providedomaoerotic material, and they constituted the only available

means to access photos of a partially clothed male body (TitaenB2017).

With homosexuality remaining illegal, there could be no public advertisements or positive
promotional informationfor gay men in the press. The 19&Exual Offences Act
decriminalised homosexual acts and thislast allowed gay groups and venues to advertise
and appear in the press. However, thewas a partial decriminalisation in that it restricted
male samesex activity to the private spacend to men ageover the age of 2Eurthermore

it only applied to England and Wales and it exempted the Merchant Navy and the Armed Forces
(JefferyPoulter, 1991). Public lavatories were deemed public spaces, andothisued
illegality posed aparticularproblem for some of the men in my studyecausesecretive,
anonymous saxal encounterfn toilets, carsand outdoor spaces weséienthe only spaces

available to thenPhilip speaks ohaving to use public toilets toneet other mem the 1960s:

Our acting troupe went to London, we did six weeks atvthadeville theatre and |

stayed at a crummy place as we all did, in Holloway, but there was a cottage there and

| did a lot of cottaging there. Cottaging was in darkn&s you went into not knowing

what to expect so it could be dangerous | suppose, and | was warned &ackésat

Court station by a guy | cruised, he said bugger off in a violent manner. And | was
6done onced by the pol ipdsenbutlgotoffviteafieear | vy d
People would be named in the paper though and this could be very damaging.
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Eventually when | was in London, | met a guy in a cottage and we formed a
relationship!!

In those days, the police sometimes uagdnts provocates as a common tool to catch
homosexuals, usually in public lavatories (Weeks, 2016:158). The license and vice department

of the police, would | ook into O6compl aintsod
frequent public lavatories, would waand watch, ostensibly using the facilities, until they
identified a man acting O6suspiciouslydé or pe
then arrest the immpaonr tounn itnhge fcolraragne ionfmod& al pu
chargewoulb e t hat the man was O6going to or inten
4, 50Shades of5ay season). The individual would then appear in court and be given a criminal
record. Often the local press would be in attendance and names would be prinetbaal
newspapers, causing ruination for many pedple.e r e wer e even men who s
to deal with the publicity, the humiliation, and wrecked family lives, and killed themselves as

a result TheGuardian, 2017b). Such public outindgstroyd careers, reputations and families

(Weeks, 2016; Bullough, 20p2

The menos testimonies recal |l an awareness
decriminalisation. Being homosexual was no longer a criminal offence. This was the era of the
nascent gay riggs movement. They also recall seeing more gay characters appearing on TV in
the 1970s and 1980s. However, many of the men who were teenagers at this time felt that they
could not relate to the camp portrayals on televisiditk Emery, Kenneth Williamsrad John

Inman. They feel that gay was ridiculewt taken seriously. A figure of fun. This was not a

gay identity that appealed to many men.

Many of the men also commented on the persistence of casual, homophobic and derogatory
languageTedworked in tle post office for many years straight after school, in the 1970s and
1980s and recalls casual, homophobic language that would be totally inappropriate today.
Other men were adamant that, while decriminalisation had been an important landmark, much
of socidy still regarded homosexuality to be a defect, abnormdbasdhful. Again, the times

did not seem particularly welcoming for the young gay men strugglingtiethidentity.

One of the most striking aspectneratianfwadtiee men
degree to which the journélyrought hei r déearly yearsb6é6 was a sol.i
not have been a crime any more, but the world of adolescents was the world of home and

school, and here their testimonies show little suppornaerstanding. They met a wall of
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silence on this most important aspect of their emerging identity, the silence only broken by
derogatory comments and bullyingardly any of the meneportedmemorableexamples of
homaopositive orhomao-affirming narratives by parents, familyteachers or friend®lone of

the men remember knowirmd any other gay coupldscally. Stanleysays that he, like so many

men in the 1970s and 198@kad occasional random, but quite covert romances. But | never

knewanygaycouge n Scotl and or Suffol ko

Stanleyc o mment s t hat the patt e ofrsexjbutfewibanyneible op ol i
same sex relationships, and that eéthere wa
around, there was no gay identityGay iderities were emerging, but these emerging identities

were restricted to the large metropolitan areas, there were urban gay identities but gay people

in the rural areas could only observe (and perhaps visit), they were in a sense invisible

onlookers.

Anumbeofthemed s t est i mo the1l88)s aach1890s wataachallenging time to
assume a gay identityecause of thewin backdrops of HIV/AIDS and Clause 281V and

Aids arrived in the UK in 1982, anti¢ gay male community was the first in which tirais

killed in significant numberand he disease quickly became associated with gay men (British
Library, 201D). The images of gay men sick and dying from a disease in an era of no effective
medication haunta number othe mensome of whontost friendsandlovers HIV and AIDS

wereto destroy many lives and transform the lesbian and gay community (Weeks, 2016:231).

Stanleymoved from Scotland to Suffolk in the late 1980s to take up a job working as a social
worker. He also volunteered at the lolgwich AIDS Helpline as well as the Suffolk Lesbian
and Gay helpline. He feels that the extremely closeted nature of men in places such as Suffolk

and Norfolk, had particular salience during the AIDS pandemic

HI'V pandemic, and i toften teld if radicalised somep e o p |
individuals and brought the whole gay issue to the fore to a greater extent. Not

in my experience. But here | was dealing with people in East Anglia, the cases

| knew- most were not out, and | tend to think that maybe theéydt want it

to be known in the local hospital, the local clinic, because most were in the
closet, they would be seen going into the clinic. A sad aspect of this going to
London or multiple places for treatment was they were sometimes put on the
wrong canbinations because they were getting treatment in different places.

A number of men mentionedlause 28as a legislative instrument which emboldened their

tormentors. Introduced ih988it began when a copy denny Lives with Eric anGeorge
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(1983) wasfound in a local authority library in 1986. It caused an outcry. THixoid
newspaperdambasted local councils for promoting homosexuality to children at the tax
payer 60s Gaernmentresponded by passir@ause 28 of the Local Government Act

1988 The cl ause stated t hat t he | ocal auth
homosexualityd or promot e t he 6acceptabil.
r el at iltomassnbtirepcinded until 2003.

Danielblames section 28 for the extent ofhfmphobic bullying he experienced in the 1990s

| went to high school from 1998998 in Norfolk. | was bullied quite a lot because of
the perception | was gay. There was a lot of homophobic bullying, using gay as an
insult, some teachers want to clamp dawnt and they could say what the word meant

and that wusing it |ike this was inappropr
gayisOki t 6s as natural as being straight, be
to promote homosexuality aide c ause t hey coul dnét say it

a mentality in me that it was not OK!!!!

Such experiences compounded the private turmoil many adolescents went through; curtailed
and restricted the possibilities of adopting positive attitudes tsaheir sexual identity; and

for some, imparted a sense of abandonment by school and State. However, as we will see in
chapters five and six, these decades were not entirely negative with regard to LGBT issues.
There were promising signs of change emeygainanges which reached into the space of the
rural, and in turn had a significant impact for many of the men in this study.

Growing up gay in a different time: ¢t

Homosexual acts were criminalised in Ireland until 1993, winedant that all the Irish
respondents (even the youngest) spent at least part of their youth growing up in a place and
time when it was illegal to engage in sasex activity. The overiding theme from the
interviews with the Irish men is their memoryidland as a place of stultifying and suffocating
silence on sexuality in general, and on homosexuality in particular. This silence extends into
the written and historical archives as there has been precious little written about the history of
Irish sexudity and a trawl through the historical narratives on Ireland highlights a lack of texts
which deal with sex and sexuality directly (Inglis, 2005).

|l nglis speaks of a 0s e xantisséxualreggne)rmavidg ekistedinc h  we

Ireland untilrelatively recently whereby the Cathot@hurch and (through clerical influence)
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the state, controlled all matters relating to the body and the sexual; from restrictions on sexual
practices (ibid:2), to ensuring that contraception, divorce, and abortia@re made illegal.
Thisanti-sexual regime is partially responsible for the absence of any historical discourses that
might have challenged the dominant national obsession with purity and piety (Inglis, 2005).
We see a culture where statking and writig about sexual practices, feelings, and emotions

was actively discouraged and dissuaded.

Inglis reflects on the long history of Irish Catholicism and how Catholic sexual attitudes
penetrated more deeply and lasted longer in Ireland, and with fewer gesllenresistance

until relatively recently. A number of men in my study expressed an opiniorshbating

resistance tahe Catholic @Gurch was equated with letting the side down. Catholi¢lans
became the frontl i ne i nsaulure udligion and patiomalismi ng u
(Reuters, 2010). To challenge the church was seawligboyal and brazen act of ingratitude

to holy motherchurch her priests and nunthe very peoplevho had provided succour in the

dark, penal days of yorélere, we get a sense of how religion can intertwine with national
identity, a topicMcLeod (2015Y)efers to, and of howostindependencieland became a de

facto AConfessional stateo (Foster, 1988: 534

Il n Ki er a(I@94)Rercsllend account of the rise &fish gay and lesbian political
movements he notes a pervasive angatlompassing silence over the issue of homosexuality
with little research into Irish lesbian and gay history before the 1970s. The evidence that existed
on charting lesbian and gay dés in Ireland, came from those who were seekingotdrol
homosexuality: no direct evidencguch as memoirs or diariegrom lesbians and gay men

has yet been uncovered (Rose, 1994:24).

Inglis also makes the point that the sexual regime that existed gostfamine Ireland was

one of | ow marriage rates but high birth rat
code deliberately discouraged a system where marriage might be available for everybody. This
was because of the lessons learnt afterfamine, which had been exacerbated by high birth

rates and the generational practice of tenant farmergisithing the already small farms to
everincreasing numbers of married brothers. From now on, the land vwd=matly, be given

to one son. Excessblingsmight choose tonigrate, remain unmarried or become priests, or

nuns (Deady et al, 2006); this resulted in the unusually high numbers of religious and of
spinsters and bachel ors in Ilrel and,r eegsipmeecoi,a l

which was as Rose reminds us, embraced and maintained by social institutiarsilies,
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parents, and schoolhe topic of sex wasimply taboo. It is important to be aware of these
historical contexts because they nourished thesaxtial regne and provided the foundation

for the complete silence that so bligheed nu mber of the mends early

Many of the men recall an Ireland where discussing sex (of any kind) was never done in polite
society or in schools or homes. Growing up in 103add 1980 ounty Leitrim, Columba
remembers hownygeneral discussion on sex and intimacy was frowned upon in his farming

family:

Sex and sexuality was never discussed in the house. It was never, it was never an issue,

but when | look atitnowitwasna i ssue because it wasnot

di scussed, nothing could be comfortably d
homosexuality, 1 6m talking about just the
sexual beings. Doyou knowghr e was no normalisation of i

And | mean it was until later years that | thought to myself that was strange, the word
was never mentioned. If there was any suggestion of anything on the TV it would be
turned just like that [cliks fingers], you know, that sort of a way.

Similarly, Dermot cannot remember sexuality being discussed during his teenage years in
CountyCavan: At home, it was never discussed, it was a topic which would be seen as very
embarrassing; if a sexual topi@s ever aired on TV or radio (which would have been a rare

event before the 1980s/90s) the programme would be switched off by parents.

And with regard to homosexuality: In Ireland, there was nothing. There was no
advertising, there was no mention of iohddy ever talked about it, you know,
other than you would hear the slagging off (Dermot).

Not surprisingly, schools are remembered as
Given that the majority of schools are under the patronage of theliCafhorch (Reuters,

2010), it is not surprising that the Irish men had a catholic education. While recent years have
seen a sharp decline in the numbers of priests and religious brothers and sisters (nuns) who are
active teachers (Fahel992, most of tle Irish men remember been taught by priests, brothers

and religious sisters. As such, they receivé&htnolic understanding of sexuality. In fact, the
interview transcripts reveal that the men received little or no sex education as we would

conceive of itoday.

The Catechism of the Catholic church, while stating that homosexuals should be treated with
respect and compassi on, sees homosexual acts
law; they do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexmaplementarity; and under no

circumstances can they be approvedo. It goes
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condition; for most of them it is a trialo (
homosexual persons are called tg@bte chastity, and with the help of prayer they can hope

to achieve Christian perfection. The men in my study were unanimous in their belief that the
teachings of the church were hugely powerful influences on the culture and politics of Ireland
until relatively recently (1990s), and as gay adolescents growing up in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s,
the teachings of the church and the manner in which they were unquestionably absorbed by
much of the population around them, including family and friends made theéiopasven

more fraught and isolating.

The men felt that the rural space was particularly difficult for them as gay adolescents. They
inhabited areas where everybody knew everybody else, where social life beat to the rhythm of

t he &6Thr ee C,&enimurfioBsand Cenfirmations) yisatenosteverybody went

to weekly mass (mass attendance in Ireland was the higtibstdeveloped worjdand where
sexual i t-tyouwadss 66 offdr debat e. This environment
those youngnen struggling with their emerging sexual identity formation and most assuredly

kept them firmly in the identity confusion stage of the Troidemsdel (at best).

A number of respondents recall the fear they felt as adolescents or young adults as they
watched, listened and read about the murders of gay men in the 1980s. 1982 saw two horrific
murders of gay men in DublifRobertSelf was stabbed to death in his home whilst Declan
Flynn was beaten to death in Fairview Park. These murders are seared imiodkeof a

number of the Irish respondents who were adolescents at the time.

A number of the mehave memories of the murder of Declan Flynn in particular, a 3% year

old man living in a country where homosexuality was illegal and who was not out to His fam

He had gone to Fairview Park, Dublimhich wasa popular meeting spot for men. One of the
gang was used as Obaitdé and when Flynn sat
rushed out from behind the trees. They kicked and beat him with atickifthim lying on

the path He was discovered by passéng but died within an hour of admission to hospital

(Irish Gay History, 2014).

A number of men also recall media coverage of the protest march organised by the Dublin Gay
Collective, and in paitular the image splashed across the newspapers of people holding
banners which said AStop Violence against G.

recal |l having noti ced tthsonatedwid thenGas these avents a n y
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were hapening at a time whemany of them were coming to the realisation thaty were

gay.

The onset of the HIV and AIDS crisis in Ireland was also significant for a number of the
respondentdut once again, is significant in that it deepened their sen$déear, and caused

them to retrench further away from any acknowledgement of their emerging sexliadity

l rish Stateds response to the crisis was inf
andHIV and Aids Health information campaigmngre compromised becaugdgormation on

gay sexual practicegasseen as possiblyontrary to the criminal law (Rose, 1994: 22).

Despite the bleak backdrap Irelandand the sense of a beleagudresh gay community, the
decade did see the publicatioradbook entitledut for Ourselves: The Lives of Irish Lesbians
and Gay MenThe book was the first in Ireland to deal openly with LGB experience in Ireland,

but sadly was ignored by the media and many bookstores refused to sitmdk 21()

Another socihdevelopment however, satlve increasing availability of British television to

more and more households in the Republic of Ireland during the 1980s (Bell and Meehan,
1989) Many of the respondents rectihttheir first awareness that gay people existache
through British TV, albeit on soap operas (which were hugely popular in Ireland). But these
visions of gay characters elicited some negative comments at home. Some of the Irish men
were particularly affected by witnessing and hearing disparagingaandghobic language by
family members in their homeBlicholasshares his experiences in his teenage years (1980s)
living in Galwaycity, and in particular a family narrative which ensured he withdrew further

into his secret shell:

| remember watching Eastders; there was a gay character, and | was 18, and this
episode had a gay thread. And after watching it we all got up to go out of the room as
normal, Dad said to us in a military serious fashion, sit down!!!! if any of YE turn out

funny, y e &Inl myewerorddrep againéé. and | re
drained of |ight or hopeé.and it stuck wi
GET AWAYé. .just to move away from hereée.

As soon as he was able Micholasd i d 6 get away fgtoshmUnitesl Statéds, e mi
For those gay men that remained, the 1990s saw developments in Ireland which would herald

a new dawn, the emergence of an increasingly tolerant, open and socially progressive country,

a country where gay men ceased tosk&ualcriminals and became constitutionaexual

citizens These developments will be explored in the next chapter
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Conclusion

For the men, in bothf&ain and Ireland, the act of recalling, recounting and sharing memories
of their Oear | y aytenas: Isréminded themgotliaitiinesin tipea lives ivheh
they had to cope with their emerging sexual identity, alone and in an often unsupportive and
indeed hostile environment. Their feelings had to be kept secret and supressed. Much emotional
energy wasleployed and rallied to the fight of keeping these thoughts, questions and emotions
from ever becoming public. They feared that such exposure would lead to a form of personal
mortification and humiliation; they feared rejection from family and friendd vearried about
possibly being ostracized from friends and wider society. These were very real concerns, given

the times in which they grew wmd(for most) their rural environment.

At school and at home, there were few recognisable or accessible awérauggport. To

varying degrees, the men, as children and adolescents, inhabited a social world which contained
few, if any gay people known to them. They were few positive role models, there was an
absence of information at school and home. In stage themt{ty confusion) they needed to

hear and see gay lives which were integrated successfully in their communities, which might
have provided them with a rational, positive explanation for, and an embracing and

understanding of their emerging sexuality.

Instead, they recall a social environment at home and at school which resolutely remained
silent, except on those occasions where these institutions randomly chose to toxify, denigrate,

ridicule, castigate or pour scorn on gay people. School and home oftecesis of hope, they

colluded with and were part of wi der soci e
denigration.
I n |l'i stening to the mends account of their e

internal) struggle, the whispered@a y er s and pl eas Tuildughrltistnbti s t o
an exaggeration to say that for some of the men, they loathed and feared their feelings, they
wi shed them away and hopedMécpr the day that

It is instructive to notethewod s t hat appear in some of the
wasnob Tylaughhtand AEverything was OHKomahup pr obl
untildo [ he started to become attr acAlfe)ortheo ot he
comments thatfi Isuspected mi g ht Luke&. Heggeinywee can discern how internal

homophobia can be seen to develop from early
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On | eaving school, some of the men were phys
some still are reldant to use the word to this day as middéged men). As young adults,
leaving school and home offered greater opportunities to explore sex with other men, but often
this sex had to be arranged using conspiratorial methods, and always exercising discigtion

the sexual encounters were usually followed by guilt and remorse. Many were convinced they
would take their problem and secret to the grave. The sense of doom and lack of hope was
particularly noticeable among the Irish respondents. For men growimgkngland from the

1970s onwards, the criminal aspect of their sexuality had been removed, and they did not have
to deal with an alencompassing religiosity still prevalent in Ireland. Furthermore, they
inhabited a country where the large cities weneatoping visible gay venues and communities;

gay politics was becoming vocal and where music and media started to publicise the issues of
sexuality to a greater extent (see World in Action, 1979). WhitaiB celebrated twelve years

of o6gay ihl9Mein leeland,may&ex remained illegal, and in a huge celebration of
Catholic fervour and piety, more than 50% of the entire population of Ireland would attend the
huge public masses celebrated by Pope John Paul the second, during a triumpkialythree
papal visit in September 1979.

Il n both countries, many of the men said that
It also highlighted the distance they have t
show many men emergjnnto the world of early adulthood as silent and oppressed subjects;

as marginal or nowitizens. The stories of their subsequent years show how many of them
bravelybegah he | ong, sémngoupr oalebesi bft dcvarae ng de:
become emboldened, vocal and confident, embracing their sexuality, telling stories about it,
claiming rights and becoming active in local communifie¢he nextwo chapteswe examine

the social, political and cultural changesd assess thmpact for tke men.

91



Chapter 5. Sexual Criminals toSexual Citizens The Law Speaks.

I n the past, no one wo ufagladéfiaingeharacterisic 61 an
of personhood and of social involvement and presence. Yet, today, at least in the
metropolitan heartlands of western societies, it is commonplace for many
previously marginalized people- for example those belonging to sexual minorities

- to define themselves both in terms of personal and collective identities by their

sexuality, and to claim reognition, rights and respect as a consequen¢@/eeks,

1998:37).

I ntroduction

This quote resonates with the journey as described by many of the men in this study. In
speaking of #Apreviously marginalized peopl ec
From the previous chapter, we are aware that, with the notable exception of five of the younger
respondents, the men reached the age of twamtyas deeply closeted men. Referring to
Troidends model of gay i1 dent it yighttbe destabed on, t
as Stage 2the stage ofdentity confusionand as such, all the while, they adopted a range of

stigma management strategies including outright denial, concealment, avoidance and
defection, albeit for some, these strategies were atsmrgzanied by a form girivate self-

acceptance.

But that was not the end of their story. In times past, they might have been destined to live lives

of continued, confusion, silence, marginalisation, exclusion and oppreskiba type Altman

discussedn his seminal bookHomosexual: Oppression and Liberati®71). Their reality

might have been to inhabit a world where a perpetuating social conspiracy of control,
criminality and silence kept their sexuality in perpetual darkness; a society that sotighty

to silence, but to hound out, uncover and un
human; a deviant exhibit to be reviled, and scorned; cast as shadowy figures of disgust and
contempt.

But recent decades have seen phenomenal chaagi¢udes to homosexuality in parts of the
world and have been accompanied by a transformation in the legislative landscape, in a number
of countries, including Britain (Weeks, 2000, 2007, 2016) and Ireland (Rose, 1994). And the
men in this study have ahged too, changed in how they see and value themselves, their
sexuality and identity. How has this come to be? What has caused it? Why has it happened
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now? Through an analysis of their testimonies we can see how the mérebawvansformed

by their chaging environment.

Through their testimonies we can gain an insight into the many varied and interwoven factors

that have interplayed with one another to create a social and culturaystem, that has

all owed and encour aged tthhee np atroa péep wWt; ttioeidre fh
gay; to embrace their sexual identity; to evolve and emerge out of the shadows; and in doing

so, to publicly claim an end to discrimination, and aspire to a host of legal, political, cultural

and social rights. Inbter wor ds, they correspond to Weeks
i n tthewhave ddiined themselves by their sexualigyto claim recognition, rights and

respect as a consequerad tideir sexual identityWithin academigtheir journey is reficted

in the contemporary debates that have emerged and developed around the cawaya! of
citizenship an analytical framework developed by a number of key academic thinkers and
theorists (Evans, 1993; Cooper, 1994; Weeks, 1998, 2000, 2016; Richaz8680n 2004;

Plummer, 2003, 2006).

Therefore, as we continue to journey with these men, we do so through the tencialf
citizenshipand whilst such terms as texual citizeror sexual citizenshigvere not widely
recognised by the men, nonetheless,see in their stories and life histories, themes emerging

of them assexual citizenss conceived by the literature. We also see a synergy between the
men becomingexual citizengnd their progressiomdm stage 2i¢lentity confusionthrough

to stage 3o f Troi dends s e x udedtty assumptitniwithymodt m facta t i o n
evolving to stage 4identity commitmeht(Troiden, 1989) oidentity pride(Cass, 1979). In

other words, it is difficult to becomesexual citizernf you are deeply closeteds would be

the case in thglentity confusiost age. The abil ity to be &6édoutd
the ability to claim rights. If through fear of stigmatization or recrimination, the individual
cannot come out, then negotiation of citizepsitghts will be seriously restricted (Richardson,

2000: 120).

I n short then, the following two chapters re
up Osignal sod: l egal , soci al and cul tur al S i
inhabit.We explore these signathe impact on their sexual identity formation, and how their

new identity status encourages, extends and drives, further change, and in doing so, promotes

deeper forms of sexual citizenship at the local and nonmetropolitan level.
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Conceptually, these chapters also acknowledge that stage development theories acting alone,
and without context, can be clinical, and restrictive. Therefare, move towards a
consideration of social and cultural milestones as they apply to the individus! her identity
formation. A consistent factor in this evolving conception of identity formation has been the
influence of the social environment on the process, with changes (in stage development) related
to the changing social conditions (Dunlap18:22).The LGB identity development process,

i ncluding the r esedesresand ocomingolt, needsstdbs coscaptualized
as a dynamic process that is mediated by the cultural and historical context in which LGB
individuals live (Hammag, 2005). Sexual identity development, including the timing and the
meanings ascribed to developmental events such as coming out, is related to the social and
cultural context in which individuals develop. Thaentextual factors need to be considered
when studying LGB identity (Gomillion & Giuliano, 2011:331).

As we begin our exploration of these issues
and Ireland, it is timely to take note of the suggestion by Robson and Kessler (2008), that

notions of exual citizenship must be grounded inlkgalc onsequences of sexu
access to (and denial of) rights. Failing to
do not have access to even t B35 naonsdt dbtarsiivc arlii

struggles of people who | ack for mal citizens

With this in mind, what do the findings say about the legal changes in their respective country.
Have legal advancements helped the men embdsrdgity commitmenbr identity pride
thereby helping them to becorsexual citizer

Becoming sexual citizens: the impact of legislation in Britain and in

Ireland.

The men in both countries were convinced and clear in their belief that the raft-of anti
discrimination and guality legislation seen in both jurisdictions over recent years, has made a
difference. They perceive legislative advances as having succeeded in offering protection
where none had previously existed. They acknowledge and welcome the notion of adegislati
parity of esteem between sexual orientations, and they note how this has also helped to
positively shape new forms of public discourse. Legislation has enshrined their identity, in

statute at least, to the extent that they can be seen ascegsétutonal sexual citizens
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Nonetheless, the interviews reveal some debate as to whether legislatiorresatican to
social change or aenabler of if or whether both symbiotically helped build and drive sexual
citizenship. A general sense picked up fronrmamb er of mends testi moni e

by this response:

Yes, the legislation has been wonderful, and welcome and has made a huge difference,
but it is the social changes that have made a bigger impact f¢Fim@n, 36, County
Longford)

Decriminalisation legislation

My first inkling of this attitude, (the atti
only part of the pictur ed)inkEnglangspetificallythoge di s c u
who remember the 1967 Sexual Offenées, which decriminalised male homosexual acts in

private for adults over the age of twemtiye. This legislation can be considered relevant to

Ri chardsono6s Cddublinrgedights,rby legplising thé right to participate in

sexual acts. Hower, the men who recall this landmark legislation were not immediately swept

away by powerful feelings of liberation and emancipation. Yes, they sensed it was an important
step, indeed a highly significant turning point, but for most, it maslirectly responsible for

their coming out per se. Philip (72, Norfolk) remembers that whilst the 1967 legislation
removed a fAlayer of fearo around engaging i

wher e t lagylody elgeansthe louse, because thesthex act became a cr

Oscar (65, Suffol k) was a wuni vercausedastirsnt udent
the aio , changed the at mo s pdampuscansgaigh foeHnimaséxube n e d

Law Reform, but had the law had its limitais:

[ The change in the | aw] wouldnét actually
wasnot till sort of 1971, I me an, I t hin
atmosphere in some respect. And | suspect in practice if you really haé)xgatis

somebody else of your own age | doubt whether, towards the end of that period, | doubt
whet her there would have been a prosecut.i
above the parapet in joining the campaign for homosexual reform at uniessity
didnét want to do anything ill egal

Here, through Oscaro6s testi mony, we can see
the age of twentpne, but also how the pale of criminality still clung over homosexuality and

discouraged him, and otlsefrom becoming activists on campus. Legislation, whilst signifying
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change, was in and of itself, not enough, to remove deeply embedded and entrenched stigma

built up over the centuries (Preston & DO6Aug

Other men, also emphasistb@t despite the partial decriminalisation, cruising, or having sex,

in what were deemed to be public spaces, was still a crime, and that the atmosphere of police
surveillance, entrapment and hostility actually increased in the immediate aftermathaé&the 1
legislation. As Weeks reminds us:

In fact, the restrictions under the Sexual Offences Act 1967, were harsh from the start.

It applied only to England and Wales-pgssing Scotland and Northern Ireland. It did

not apply to the merchant navy, nor to Hrened forces. It tightened up the law with
regard to offences with O6minorsd and to |
the meaning of O6privated: for the sake of
only a public lavatory, but anywhere whea third person was likely to be present

(Weeks, 2016:175).

The points raised by Weeks are important as they caution that the 1967 legal liberalization
should not be interpreted as state recognition of the right to be homosexual, and it also
highlightsthe persistence and insistence on the public/private binary for homoseisats

by Richardsor{2000:110).

Despite this, the men saw some significant developments flow, albeit slowly, from the 1967
act. It removed some of the fear of arrest and caiovicfor having sex; it allowed a more

open, and honest discussion of homosexuality within society; it energised the gay rights
movements; made public information campaigns and media appearances easier; and began to

dissolve some of the stigma that had ¢éf the back of criminalisation.

Philip, 72 (Norfolk) and Mitch, 58 (Essex) recall, that the years immediately after
decriminalisation saw the emergence of a newly confident, assertive, and passionate gay rights
movement. Philip makes a link between #1867 legislation and his subsequent involvement

in the new gay rights movements. As if decriminalization legitimated, or allowed him, to

become involved in gay rights, he remarks that:

Once being told it was OK, | then joined the CHE; and that was mg¢upoint for me,
and from there the Albany Trust, and | went to see them, they were helpful in
normalising and dgathologising it.
The CHE that Philip refers to, was the Campaign for Homosexual Equality, which was, by
1972, the largest British gay orgaation, with 2,800 members, in sixty local groups (Weeks,

2016: 210). Though small in absolute terms, the CHE provided a voice for further change, and
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attracted many people such as Philip through their meetings, leaflets, talks and general
campaigns for ftther legislative progress in the area of gay rights. The Albany Trust developed
in this time also, a charity which became an important innovator in the provision of expert
counselling and support for people seeking advice on gender, sexuality angesxame
relationships (British Library, 201j.

While only a few of the respondents in England remembered the 1967 legislation; by contrast,
nearly all the men in lIreland, except the very youngest, recall the moment when
decriminalisation arrived to the Repubin 1993. Most of the Irish men had lived significant

parts of their lives as potential criminals in the eyes of the law. The decriminalization of sex
acts between men, in 1993, was a landmark moment in Ireland, and indeed is seen as an
important buildingolock in the cultural and social construction of the Republic of Ireland as a
tolerant, progressiveand modern society (Cronin, 2004:251). The legislation, which again
could be considered an Gendactbgsédeghvas coRsideditya r d s o n
more progressive than the partial decriminalization won in England and Wales in 1967; it
contained none of the tedious restrictions mentioned earlier, and importantly, with regard to
age of consent, the Irish law made no distinction between heteadseaud homosexuals
(Cronin, 2004: 251).

The spirit within which legislation decriminalising saisex acts were delivered in both
jurisdictions, admittedly in very different times, is also stark. The 1967 Act was delivered
through the Westminster parliameavith a degree of sufferance, of having to engage with such

an objectionable issue; that mercy should be shown to these unfortunates, who deserved pity,
and compassion, rather than contempt and criminalisation (Goodall, 2009%drhe
Westminster polit i ans hoped that, Ahomosexuals woul d
t hemsel ves quietly and with dignityo (-Weeks,
five years later) could not have been more different, as displayed by Maire G&gimnai)

the Minister for Justice at the time, and who had been largely responsible for the new
legislation, publicly celebrating the passing of decriminalisation, by shaking hands with LGB

activists in a very public display of solidarity (Rose, 1994).

Similarly to the experiences of the English men, though, none of the Irish men came out on the
basis of this momentous legislation alone. They were however, in no doubt that
decriminalisation was hugely symbolic, and made them feel different about themselves, as

expressed by Fintan, 36, (County Longford)
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| t made me f eel t hat I wasnot a criminal
wrong if | had sex with another man

Herein, we can discern the important cultural messaging that decriminalisation brought abou
a message of validity, and acceptance, towards-samatimacy; and an implicit rejection of
historic stigmatisation based on centuries of state and legal condemnation efesaauts.
Decriminalisation acted as a prarsor to more substantial rightaround sexual identity.
Indeed, many of theconductbasedclaims to sexual rights also involve, indeed call for, a need
for greater civil rights that go well beyond the removal of laws prohibiting certain sexual acts
(Richardson, 2000).

Although sex ast between men remained illegal in Ireland until 1993. Mel recalls that:

For me, the big difference, even before d
(Act) in the late 1980s: that made a big impact on me, | could feel safer after that,
becausan Dublin in those days there was a lot of gay bashing going on. (Mel, 46,
County Longford).

For some of the men, this signified the beginnings of a shift from the State as prosecutor of gay
people to the State as prosecutor of their wdngldassailantsa shift from the Police as
inherently hostile agents, to a place where the Police coutbeireprotectors. In England,

Tim, referring to 2005 legislation, which allowed courts to impose tougher sentences in cases
where crimes were motivated or aggravdigdexual orientation (Weeks, 2016: 260) reflected

on the impact this had on his ability to express saexeaffection in the public space:

| know it sounds silly but the idea that | can, you know, | can walk down the street and
that I managedtohoslo meoneés hand, and | 6ve known t
me up, you can be arrested for it now (Tim, 24, Suffolk).

Herein, we see the impact equality legislati@s had, on his ability to demonstrate sa®e
affection in the public space, to feehpowered that the criminal offence is not his, but rather
belongs to any person who would dare provoke, or attack him. Again, a subtle but significant
shift in the tenor of state towards its gay citizens; and one which is not lost on the gay men in

this sudy.

Employment and other forms of equality legislation

Another area of enabling equality legislation commented upon by men in both countries,

concerned the area of Employment Equality Legislation. In Irelandetfa framework for
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prohibiting discrinination improved significantly for gay people, with the introduction of the
Employment Equality Act 1998 and the Equal Status Act 2000 which covered nine grounds,
including sexual orientation and genddér . Thi
the Amsterdam Treaty:he Employment Equality Act 1998 and Equal Status Act 2000 were

both amended (and improved) by the Equality Act 2008a WOl 2 00 9, O6Connel |
United Kingdom, introduced similar legislation in 2003, with the introduction hef t
Employment Equality (Sexual Orientation) Regulations. In both countries, it became unlawful,

for thefirst time to discriminate in employment, on grounds of sexual orientation (Colgan,
2011).

There was general agreement by men, in both jurisdictibasthe EEA (Ireland) and the EE

(SO) Regulations (UK) had a positive impact on their working lives, in that it required
organisations to embed sexual orientation into equality and diversity strategies, policies and
practices. As such, a number of merwsaxamples, often for the first time, of their
organisations taking proactive steps in promoting an inclusive culture around sexual
orientation. For some, t he wor kpl afcrei,e nbdd cyadm
environment (Colgan, 2011). At theost basic level, the impact of working in a positive or
gay-friendly environment can be to make employees feel happier at work, and facilitate greater
openness, with aonsequenteduction in the need to adopt guarded and careful strategies
around disclogre (Colgan et al, 2007:603).

I n this study, many of the men increasingly

came out at his workplace, a large multinational Insurance firm based in Suffolk:

I must admit, | mean a few years before, | veaigfied | might have been outed at work,

because a boyfriend | hakissed me on the cheek in the town ceritveas so terrified

of people seeing me, and knowing, but when | came out [after the employment

l egi sl ati on] nobody interessng thab thah lend ef tear withia, y e s
quite a short number of years had dissipated quite radically

Joshua, whilst not saying that employment equality legislation was responsible for an
immediate transformation of organisation culture, or indeedttlinetated to his coming out,
nonethelesg did prove pivotal in helping embed a new cultural accommodation and climate
around sexual orientation in the workplagdeshua also found support from his organisétien
LGBT employee network. Such groups otvimerks have been found to provide important
mechanisms for visibility and voice for LGBT employees (Colgan and McKearney, Z8A)2:
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However, some men cautioned that, in their experience, many work colleagues are
uncomfortable with open discussions ofisa orientation in the workplace, and they testify to
religious and/or masculinist attitudes, which pose barriers to acceptance, and inclusion.
Furthermore, some men remarked that within their organisations, there were often gaps
between the rhetoric ofgeality policy and the realities they experienced on the ground. The
existence of an implementation gap, whereby an organisation has written equality and diversity
policies which are not meaningfully implemented (Creegan et al 2003) can render employment
equality legislation meaningless to LGBT employees and workers. For Graeme, 32 (County
Longford), the presence of employment equality legislation, did little to protect him from

exclusion and ostracization at his workplace, a dog food factory in ruraidrela

There would be about 500 people working there and some of them have been there
maybe 500 years [l aughs] You know, theyov
one guy would have become very good friends with me, but the other guys have been
verymuch you know, donét talk to him, you Kkt
say it but you just know because [for ex
be full, and 1 6d sit on a table and a guy
and se that, shit the only table available is that one there where | am, and so, they
would go and sit on the edge of another table sooner than sit beside me.

A number of the older men felt a sense of anger that they had had to endure degrees of
homophobia dung their working lives prior to legislation. For Magnus, 64 (Norfolk), an ex
member of the military, legislation (enacted in 2000) that lifted the ban on gay personnel
serving in the military, was of little benefit to him and threw into sharp relief nmemof his
experiences of past homophobic and discriminatory behaviours and attitudes. He felt entitled
to ask, AWhat was all that abouto? and AWhy
after the ban was lifted, British servicemen and womes werching at Gay Pride military

uniform, and the armed forces had become Stonewall diversity champions. InG&g<ral

Sir Richard Dannatt, made history when he became the first army chief to address an LGBT
conference (Independent, 2009). But,rfmany of the older men, such as Magnus, protective

employment legislation arrived too late to be of benefit to them, in their working lives.

But even today, in Ireland, despite a broad and progressive legislative phalanx, Enda, 48
(County Leitrim) worries,as a teacher, about the specific inclusion of Section 37 in the
countryoés equal ity -Hsrgninatibnaptoteatan afforbesl ggqy pebpge t h e
in Ireland under thé 9 9 8 , 2000 and 2004 Empl oy me edt Equa

religious organkations, medical and educational institutioasm exemption on religious
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grounds. As Nor maeattion 37 0fGhé Empyment Bguatitg Act (1093),
stipul ates that such organisations fwRom not

they act against in order to protect the religietitwso f t he or gani sati ono.

While these exemptions may not be actively used against LGB individuals, research has
indicated that it can have a considerable impact on gay employees (Norman, 2004t\&hals

2007). For example, religious bodies own and manage the vast majority of primary schools and

a significant number of secondary schools in Ireland and also play an important role in the
management of a significant number of hospitals and nursingsdrhe CWOI report (2009)
suggests that this fAis an i mportant contri bi
traditional sexual orientations in school so
trade union, INTO (Irish National TeaaiseOrganisation) has a LGBT network, and he
marched under their banner, at a recent Dublin Pride. However, he could not help, but notice,

that many of the teachers on the pride march wore sunglasses and hats, in an attempt at some
form of disguise. Here wean discern a gap whecenductbasedegislation does not secure
identity-basedightsi in other words, we may have the right to sexual relations, but for teachers

such as Enda, proclaiming a gay identity, to the outside world can remain probl&méte.6 s
testimony with some other mém England)also highlights the importance of LGBT union

net works acting as fisafe spaceso and all owi n
(Colgan and Ledwith, 2002).

An area of legislation thatwas seenaghang a particul arly positi v
lives, was that which outlaws discrimination in the provision of goods and services. In Ireland

the Equal Status Acts (2000 & 2004) prohibits discrimination in relation to the provision of

goods and servicd€WOI, 2009). In the United Kingdom, tiguality Act (Sexual

Orientation) Regulations, 2007, also makes it unlawful for those concerned with the provision

of goods, facilities or services to discriminate on the basis of sexual orienfdtisn.

legislation was considered as especially relevant to the men in everyday cases where their
sexuality became obvious to service providers, such as hotels, restaurants and gyms. Tim, 24

(Suffolk) makes a point about accommodation providers:

Things like obviouslyyou know, there was the case with the B&B owners. They lost.

ltéds good to know that | can book a B&B i
[doubleb e d ] in Travelodge for wus, and i tods be
us doing that, eveniftge dondét want t o.

101



The case Tim refers to, relates to Christian owners of a hotel in Cornwall, who banned a gay
couple from staying, arguing that their policy of double bedrooms for heterosexual couples

only, was in line with their religious beliefs. Thegtaheir final battle in the British courts and

in delivering her judgement at the Supreme C
is a core component of a personb6s identity w
othersofthesae or i ent ati ono. Homosexual s, she adde

fulfilling themselves through relationships with othiers a d d i nigwas am affront fo thair

dignity as human beings which our laws has now (some would say belatedly) iecog@ d 6 ( T h e
Guardian, 2013). Such cases, and the more re
who refused to bake a cake with a message supporting gay marriage, reminded the men in this
study that their nevfound rights are open to challengelare not supported by all sections of

society; but thus far, the courts have supported and upheld the principles &fesaengiality.

Again, many men commented on this change, where legislatively, the state has embraced the

move from sexual criminal teeXual citizen.

Here, within recent court cases, we can see the relationship batdeeéty andconduct in
particular Athe ways in which a pershaseds i de
claimso (Richardson, ,awdsiofslch és)ablishndnts wantingto r e x
impose differential access to a person or a couple depending on their sexual orientation. In
short, the judgement here was key in ensuring that coidisetd rights were not to be
interpreted in ways that wouldit identity-based rights. This is instructive in articulating the
legitimacy ofidentity-basedrights claims. Beyond the right to sexual sgle f i ni t i on, A C
for sexual citizenship include the right to public/social recognition of specific sexutl ideni e s 0
(Richardson, 2000:119).

Civil partnership and equal marriage

An area of legislation most highly valued by the men, in both countries, was the introduction
of civil partnership. An example ofRelationshipbasedclaim, the right to public valideon

of various forms of sexual relations, including sase& marriage (Richardson, 2000: 108) was

seen by many as transformational. The introduction of legislation on civil partnership seemed
to come as a surprise to many of the mrey were not reallgxpecting it, which interestingly

is affirmed in the work of Shipman and Smart (2007) who notes that even some politicians
were surprised at its rapid ascent up the political agenda. Nonetheless, 2004 saw the passing
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into British law, of what Weeksrefetso as fiper haps t he moteket mo me
Civil Partnership Act, alongside the Gender Recognition Act (2016:260). In Ireland, the Civil
Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010 paved the way for

civil partnershigor samesex couples from 2011, and remained on the statute books until 2015,
when it was replaced by the Marriage Act 2015, which allowed for-saxenarriage (Citizens
Information, 2016).

For some men the main benefit of civil partnership legislatias the practical benefits it
brought to theirlivess uch as rights as automatic o6next o

pension rights, and property inheritance rights. As outlined by Neuil:

Civil partnership, i t 6s rights éoadave kach others ; a s
whatever, and that wedre entitled to the
every month, as | ong as we have that ther

l'ittle bit of securit y42fCountyDosegal).t hat 6s eno

For others, the advent of civil partnership went beyond transactional benefits. It involved an
acknowledgement by the State that sa&®e couples exist; it provided State recognition of
samesex relationships; and confirmed a chamgé&tate ideology and policyhat samesex

couples should be considered equal in all the practical affairs of the law. For many men, it
signalled the arrival of an official, Opar it
for Oscar, 65 (Suffolk)t he | egi sl ati on brought with it,

important for him, as he explains:

From my personal poi nt of view itods sl
partnership became law, is when it gave gay relationships a respecialiit like,

that they didndét have previously. And it
about exploring my sexuality [after 50 years in the closet].

Here, we see the power of State affirmation, through legislation, which delivers paveerful
stigmatizing cultural messaginghich in turn permits and encourages gay and bisexual people

to explore and reconcile their sexual identity within traditionally hostile public, and political
spheres. For others though, marriage was problematic, epcthoed the views of those in

research by Heaphy et al, who saw ssmex marri age as a form of
patriarchy fAwhere rights an-dexcoeptepontheshadisiof i t i e

adopting heterosexual,l201l8.nventi ono (Heaphy e

A small number of respondents had recently celebrated civil partnership ceremonies, in the

immediate aftermath of their introduction. The impact of sameceremonies on local rural
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communities was seen as grodmaaking and seismic. Eugen52 (County Donegal) a

member of a popular, local, business family entered into a civil partnership with higiong

partner. For Eugene, the power of his st#rctioned, stateecognised and statalidated
relationship lies in its sheer visibilityithin the local rural community. He feels that it has

helped dispel stereotypes and myths surrounding gay people; counteracts the narrative that gay
people dondét exi st i n-sexualsedrcreatued; aswellias helpingto t h e

normalze gay lives; and reduce homegative discourse:

| know my civil partnership definitely, you know, was a huge move to make, locally,

because therebés a | ot of [straight] fami/l
oh, my God, whadudésthaeppemieydré | ooking a
|l ook at him, hedés in business and itds no

He also feels his partnership demonstrates the possibilities and potentialities efesame
desire, for other gay or questioning locals. Rathem thhabiting the margins of society, he
deliberately inhabits a central place with his partner, he is embedded in the political affairs of
the local community; he engages in local conversations, he discusses equal marriage on local
radio, and as such, ardrough his newly recognised status, ddticates, and changes the

cultural narrative of what it is to be gay in a rural fishing village on the County Donegal coast.

His testimony also highlights the power of the wedding invite within the context of rural
Ireland, a place where weddings tend to be important social occasions. Eugene believes that,

because of this legislation:

Even the begrudger, you know, even the b
invited because he might be the next door neighbaur s omet hi ng. And he
bi ggest homophobe on the pl anet has t o
partnership. And you know, as well too when I did our civil partnership we had this
guy, h e 6 s taf the @A\ andstite athewguy whoaw along with him was

pl ayed for the county team and you <coul d

know, and they came to the wedding with
match in Dublin. And the wholl, jtolkkey Wwaes, a\
to a gay weddingdéd and better stildl t hey |
attended! |l tds very educational

Eugeneds testimony illustrates how this | eg

cultural narratives about gaeople, through shared social experiences at the local level. We
can discern a relationship to Weéitsee main themes on the emergence of the sexual citizen
and sexual citizenship here. For example, civil partnership legislation can be seen to energise

detraditionalization in that it allows for the emergence of new publicly proclaimed patterns of
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intimacy, helps change family arrangements, and opens up the possibility of new and diverse
types of relationships and families emerging and becoming esiadliseven in the
nonmetropolitan and rural environment (1998: 44). It magnifies and makes malic
subjectivities (identitiesdnd provides a forum for public affirmation, amalceand the telling

of new storiegibid).

During the latter stages of nfieldwork, legislation in both countries was further enhanced by

the introduction of wequal marri age. I n the LU
Conservative party and Nick Cleggbs Liberal
legislaion through parliament which allowed saisex marriage. Having been approved by

Royal Assent, the first gay marriages in England and Wales, took placd"dvia2éh 2014

(BBC, 2014a). Scotland saw its first sasex marriages on ¥December 2014 (BBC A 4b),

leaving Northern Ireland as the only part of these islands which does not permisesame

marriage.

In the Republic of Ireland, the nature of the Irish constitution dictated thatsamuarriage

could only be introduced if the population votechgreement, through a popular referendum.

In passing the Marriage Referendum 2015, Ireland became the first country in the world to
legalise samsex marriage through national referendum. Turnout was high (60.52%) and the
result decisive, with 62.07% supgiog samesex marriage, illustrating the extent to which

Irish public opinion embraced the proposal to adopt marriage equality on a constitutional basis
(Murphy, 2016:315). The referendum ensured that the interconnecting issues of sexual
orientation, equay and citizenship received much coverage on national and local radio,
television, print media as well as online. Issues were debated endlessly and promoted
unprecedented levels of voice and discussion around sexuality and equality. It also provided
an nstructive insight into how far national opinion was prepared to move from a situation of
conductbasedrights torelationshipbasedrights, which also had implications for enhanced
identity-basedrights.

Men in this study, who were members of the locaB0Qyroups, campaigned and canvassed
throughout the rural region. There were a variety of responses and reactions on the doorstep.
While a small number of men reported doors slammed in their faces, others reported receiving

enthusiastic support, albeit tgeneral reaction as one of polite disengagement:
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People would open the doors, take our leaflets, and say Thank you, and then close the
door, not too many wanted to engage in discussion about it with us (Columba, 47,
County Longford)

When the votes were gated, results showed a convincing majority in favour of marriage
equality at a national level (over 60% in favour), with some of the Dublin constituencies voting
over 70% in favour. The results were somewhat different in the interview study area of this
thesis, with for example, the constituency of Roscomi®outh Leitrim returning the only

ONoO vote in the entire country (48.58% in
constituencies in this study, recorded very close outcomes; Gdvaaghan (5@5% in

favour, 49.35% against), Donegal South West (50.1% in favour, 49.9 % against) and L-ongford
Westmeath (53.6% in favour, 46.4% against) (Murphy, 2016; The Journag)2015

An aspect of the campaign noticed by a number of the Irish men, was thatrakin political

parties in Ireland seemed to support a Yes vote in the referendum. Yet, the men in this study,
discerned a reluctance by many local politicians, such as county councillors, to campaign on
the doorsteps on this issue.

Nonetheless, the maxxpressed a sense of pride that Ireland had travelled far. For many, the
success of the equal marriage referendum was
where gay people were legal Roitizens, with regard to their sexual identity, to beeom

country with some of the highest levels of legislative equality in the world. The fact that the
marriage referendum had been passed so overwhelmingly, by popular referendum had
implicationds for the how the men felt about their place within the nationaginary. Not

marginal, but very central.

England, Wales, Scotland and the Republic of Ireland join a growing band of jurisdictions
delivering Relationshipbasedrights, and thereby allowing rights to freely engage in a
relationship, including marriagend validate the relationship in public space (Richardson,
2000: 108). The legislative landscape has changed dramatically, and within a relatively short
space of time, and has succeeded in ensuring thatsammuples have attained the same
immigration rights, pension rights, inheritance rights, next of kin status and tax benefits as
those traditionally accorded to married heterosexual couples as listed by Richardson (2000:
127).

2017 was yet another year of profound and symbolic change in Ireland awtapenly gay

man, Leo Varadkar, assumed the leadership of the Fine Gael party, becoming the first gay
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Taoiseach (primeninister) of the Republic of Ireland. The men in this study marvelled at this
development. Furthermore, in 2017, gay members of thé pdice force (An Garda
Siochana) marched, for the first time, with their Northern Ireland counterparts (PSNI), at the
Belfast Pride (Irish Times, 2017b).

For many of the men, in both countries, with memories of historic police hostility and activity
including the deliberate targeting, arresting and charging of gay men for gross indecency or for
0 i mp o r,the subsequent public humiliatioand suicides of those unable to cefer

these men the sight of police forces with gay networks, and LGBbtiafficers is indeed a

radical and seismic shift.

The members of one of the LGBT groups in Norfolk held a public exhibition in July 2017, and,

as part of this exhibition, they displayed newspaper clippings which showed the gratuitous
reporting of locamen, who had been named and shamed in regional newspapers in the 1970s,
1980s, and indeed 1990s. The laws that gave the authorities the power to torment gay men in
this way, the old Labouehe offence of gross indecency, as well as the ancient offence of
buggery, were swept away and abolished by the 2004 Sexual Offences Act (Weeks, 2016: 260).
Not only have pernicious laws, which plagued the lives of gay men, been removed, local
members of the LGBT community now perceive the police very differently. Thatdhce

seem to 6go out of their way to support, an

local exhibition, in July 2017, Norwich gay bar proprietorattendanceemarked that:

Things have changes so much. For example, after the attacksmd@ra a gay club

there, the local police visited all the gay bar owners and guided them through security
measures, and offered support, and we see them driving around the street and slowing
down outside our pub, and the officers looking in at us andgiie thumbs up sign,

and asking, is everything OK. That is a big change!

Conclusion

And so, in summary, while some respondents prevaricated about the role of legislation, Ted,
60 (Suffolk) speaks for many when he remarks that:

Regarding legistion, some people say that legislation has had no impact on their life,

| say that is poppycock, they may not realise it but it certainly has had an effect, the fact

that people can be as open as they can, has been led by the legislation, legigiistion lea

to a change of opinion, |l eads to people b
to a point now where people are more acceée
difference between the two.
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The testimony of these men demonssake role égislation has played in transforming the
context within which they live. In both countries, it has required that thessess the
relationship between the state, their sexual orientation, and their sexual identity (Mailiepaard,
2014). The men were entsiastic about the impact of legislation, but believed it did not operate

in isolation, and it does not capture all the reasons why they have progressed from a stage of
identity confusion to identity commitment or pride. It is only a part of the pictufactmone

of the men came out on the basis of new laws and new rights alone. Rather, changes in the legal
status of sexual minorities have been seen to work in tandem with, the profound social, cultural
and economic developments occurridgvelopments hich have filtered down into their local,

rural and nonmetropolitan communities.

Legislation has worked in a symbiotic relati
it has contributed to, reflects and enhances social and cultural change.tioggggises these
seismic shifts in public attitudes, a home, within the legislature; a judicial home within the

constitutional realm.

Equality, and hom@mancipatory legislation has been seen to redleiraditionalization and

to accommodate a genexdmocratization of relationshipdt appears to validate, facilitate

and encourageew identitiesby naming them within the legislative framework. It encourages
voices, new narratives and storifsrough removing archaic restrictions, facilitating anti
disaimination cases to be heard, and burnishing equality groups in their quest for further and

sustained social and cultural change.

It would seem, that on paper at least, gay, lesbian and bisexual people living in Britain and
Ireland have achieved a fullegtrum of rights: condudiased, identihbased and relationship

based rights. They have seen those who would deny them their rights, fight advancement at
every stageagainst conduebased rights becoming identibased rights (as we saw with
section 28)and certainly against relationsHyased rights (equal marriage opponents).
Legislation provides the men protection in their workplaces as gay employees, and in wider
society as consumers, parents, partners, and service users. It has encouraged adwocacy, f
example, a number of the local LGBT groups and networks were initially supported by local
government as part of their duty to embed, and capacity build, equalities in local areas, as a
result of equalities legislation; a support that has suffered yadieies of austerity@olgan

et al,2014). The men believe that legislative advances have encouraged greater belonging,

participation and involvement in political life. With openly gay people holding high political
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office, most notably, Leo Varadkar, tipeeviously unthinkable has become reality. On the
surface then, it would seem that the sexual criminal has truly been allowed, to become the
sexual citizen. And yet, as highlighted in the literature review, sexual minority citizenship has
its critics, astiemanates from nederal, elitist, capitalist and hetepmatriarchal positions
(Cossman, 2007; Taylor, 201 Indeed, in chaptarinewe discuss how such notions diminish

the truly emancipatory potential of sexual citizenship. For our next chaptehtheadurn to

the transformational social and cultural changes witnessed in Britain, and Ireland, and explore

thar impactonthe men in the study.
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Chapter 6. Role of $cial changein becoming sexual citizens

Introduction

The me monges dumparitthe view that equalities legislation has had a crucial role in
changing the nature of the relationship between them, as gay men, and the State: from State as
colluder in their marginalisation to State as their supposed guardian and profettehere

was a widespread view that legislation was not the only reason for their transformation from
cowed, hidden and closeted men, to become men who are now, for the most part, at ease with
their sexual identity, oavén oo thelemasénpaot
end, the men spoke of the social, cultural, and economic changes which have dramatically,
Achanged the dynamicso, Afaltered the environ
heads above antd tome quta Thage ehrases were typically used by many
respondents, to describe the impact on them of a changing sobtges which have helped

liberate them.

Crucially, they monitor how these changes in attitudes towards sexual minorities, filter down

into their local rural communities. They monitor, because they remain cautious about the
intersectional difficulties between male homosexuality and the rural space. Fintan, 36 (County
Longford) spoke of how he At est @tidertehesedwat er
phrases such as Adipping your toes in the wa
County Galway). By this they meant, that they surreptitiously gauged local opinion through a
variety of subliminal methodand in doing so, sking reassurance that they would not be met

with local hostility at the other end of a coming out decision. An example, of surreptitiously,
Atesting the water so s athoudghtiom strategy, of snakingpuldie | i b e
comment on newspap, or media reports of gay celebrities who had just comentiiitt in

the company of his work colleagues. He then assessed and observed their reactions, and this
gave him an insight into their opinions on homosexuality, and possible reactions, ifeh® wer

come out to them. Homoegative comments had the impact of delaying, or supressing their
disclosure, whereas emphatic and supportive comments encouraged moves towards tentative

di scl osur e. I n the case ofwh&tdayau emmake ofthatfella s k e d
who c¢ame oandhe was sugpasgd?and relieved that the response from his male, co
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workers in theLismaladandalcetorlyi wa,s tihhat s his

gay, hebés dead r i mphidingitt® come out, no point

Fintan, and other men who used similar tactics took great care in deciding whether the time
was right, or whether to hold back, and r ema
would be no going back in the closet, especiallyh#y continued to live in their local,
nonmetropolitan communities. The men were aware that although society at large has
advanced greatly for sexual minorities, stigma was, and remains a reality and decisions about
how open to be, or not to be, aboutdore s exual ity remain relevant
2015).

Impact of social and cultural changes in Ireland

The Irish men felt that their journey, as gay men, had been transformed in recent years, by what
was described at a network meeting as ngtbhort of asocial revolution Many identified the

1990s as the decade when they began to notice that real change was afoot, changes that were
of clear relevance to them as adolescent and adult gay men (although mostly still deeply
closeted). These chargye the social, cultural and economic fabric would be of the utmost
significance to these men, setting in train, a trajectory which enabled most of them to begin the
process of coming out; publicly identifying as gay men; and changing their life woelg. Th

feel that, by and large, the social revolution which they speak of, which has helped lift them
out of the shadows, and dark recesses of society, has not been initiated or led by political
leaders; but rather has been a bottom up revolution, one whicinvalved a grassroots

critique of traditional norms and moral values.

They have witnessed a Republic which has undergone sweeping changes in the past twenty
five years, notably urbanization, secularization, the decline of traditionalist discourses, the

womends movement , and the growth of an educa

Choi ce, and the freedom to choose oneds iden
values, in an Ireland which prides itself, as a socially progressivebanal | European country

(Cronin, 2004). This marks a radical departure from the suffocating conformity of the past; a
rapid and dramatic turnaround, from a society that had, for so long, been marked as different,

from other late twentieth century develdpeations. Shrouded in Catholic national identity,
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Ireland remained a country where visible adherence to Catholic moral doctrine on family and

sexuality, was pursued energetically and positively by the people (Fahey, 2014: 73).

The Irish men feel that ihturn away from tradition has had clear beneficial implications for
lesbian, gay and bisexual people, in that it has allowed them to find a home in the new open,
diverse and liberal national space. The key social and cultural changes that were considered
important by the Irish gay men, in terms of their sexual identity, and sexual citizenship
includedthed mi ni shing role and influence of the ¢
president s; i ncreasing di verda and the gowee of 6 Ce | t

celebrities, especially sports stars, who came out in public.
Diminishing role and influence of the church

A key theme to emerge from interviews in Ireland concerns the changing role and power of the
Catholic Church. Respondentgoke of a decline in the moral authority of the Church, of
diminished Church influence and its reduced power over social life and social policy in Ireland.
For many, this fall from grace began in earnest with the widespread publicity of child abuse
scandad which have dogged the Irish Church since theI8@0s. The sexual abuse of children

by Catholic clergy has had a profound effect on Irish culture and society. In 1994, the Irish
government collapsed when it emerged that the state had failed to exXtmaditee Republic,

a priest who had been found guilty of sex abuse charges to answer similar charges in Northern
Ireland. In 2011, following the publication of several governmagapointed commission
reports into sexual abuse by Catholic clergy, relatimgtsveen the Catholic church and the

Irish state reached a new low (Keenan, 2014:99). The stories of clerical abuse of minors
shocked families, friends and communities, the stories received widespread media attention
and forced Ireland to reassess its esly unquestioning and acquiescent relationship with

the Catholic Church. The failures of the Catholic Church in dealing with the abuse of children
seriously undermined its power, authority, and respect, in Ireland (ibid: 100). The church was
challengedn numerous fronts, and from many quarters, and for the first time, open criticism
became commonplace. This was a very Irish manifestation of a phenomenon in the Western
world, namely the radical unsettling of traditional norms and values, which undettmine
traditional bastions of legitimate authority, such as the churches (Weeks, 1998: 41). For
respondents, the revelations of abuse in the Church neutralised its power to castigate and

denigrate gay men as sinners:
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The 90s saw the rot happening as fahaschurch was concerned.....it all started with

Bi shop Eamonn Casey...and since then it |
of drip, drip, drip......abuse cases after abuse case...as a result the church has lost a lot

of moral credibility....schow can they preach to me about sin and that sort of thing
(Jerome, 42, County Galway).

While there was deep sadness and anger at the Church abuse scandals, there was also an
acknowledgement that the discomfiture of the institutional church allowed ttheublicly

rebuke and challenge the church on a whole range of issues, including its teaching on social,
sexual and mor al i ssues and the churchodos col
felt that the Churchos t e athids and gnoradsmav hadrfeswn o u n c
public defenders. Some men commented that it seemed almost as if people were embarrassed

to be associated with Church teaching. This was seen as a big change to (recent) past times.
Many of the men pointed to what they calesied church hypocrisy:

The church is in no position to stand up in the pulpit and lecture me or anybody for that
matter on morality...when they were...effectively...raping altar boys and keeping girls
and women locked up in the magdalen laundries...ttiobé kinda stuff....NO ! | just
think they should just zip it for now ...and | think they have been zippin it.....by and
large (Fintan, 36, County Longford).
At times, it felt as these men were releasing a welter of anger and resentment against an
ingtitution which had, for so long, relished in its role as powerful cotfotee to their equality
and inclusion; an institution which had contributed so much to their alienation and
abandonment, and was complicit in their silencing. And now, it seemBitttah, and others,
feel it is time for the Church to be silent, and give spacbléw Storieswhich Weeks speaks

of (1998:47).

It would be incorrect to regard all the Irish men as-@atiholic Church or antlerical; on the

contrary a number maintad a close relationship with the faith of their birth; they were
sacramentally observant, attended mass, and interacted with the church at a local level. Two
men play the organ in the church, they and others, are on social terms with their local priests.
In these cases, the priests are fully aware the men are gay, and that they have been, or are, in
samesex relationships. While the issue of sexuality is rarely mentioned or discussed between

the parties, there is no sense of hostility or exclusion in tbeakinteractions.

But overall, the mends testimonies reveal S
powerful barrier to their emancipation. To this end, | am reminded of a piece by Fintan

O6Tool e, which hel ps t o wkchpastarnedsoarn i nti mat e
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The church formed Irish society, and Irish society loved and obeyed its church. It is one
thing to have an invader or external oppressor, a nasty, alien power that can be thrown
off in a single act of liberation; it is quite anotiehave a form of oppression that goes
very deep into your own bedroom, your own loves and loyalties, your own notion of
that most intimate of all institutions, the family. (Irish Times, 2017a).

This resonates with a belief, which | discern from theirstoe s, t hat t hey wer e
church. The church had enveloped their childhood, they had been immersed in the rich tapestry

of rituals that denoted their coming of age, through public celebrations of Holy Communion,

first confession, and confirmah. But as adolescents and adult gay men, the Church served

them a diet, of cold, clinical, theological, and henepative language, to describe their sexual
orientation; | anguage which accentuated and
d sorderedod and Acontrary to natur al l awo ( C.

recalled by a number of men. Bitter terms which cause much hurt and resentment.
The O6Two Maryodso

Many of the men in Ireland spoke of the importance of bradeals and human rights
campaigners such as David Norris, a veteran gay rights campalgeeribed as a hero by a
number of the men, arttle presidencies of Mary Robinson (198897) and Mary McAlesse
(19972012) which they saw as highly significant t@6BT people in Ireland. Mary Robinson,

a member of the Irish Labour Party had been a prominent feminist campaigner in Ireland in the
1970s and 1980s, campaigning on issues such as the right to the legal availability of
contraception for unmarried peopleauiihg this time she was also involved in supporting rights

for gay people at a time when sasex activity between men was still a criminal offence (Rose,
1994). In the context of the times, these feminist campaigns were radical, and her triumph in
1990 (b become the first female president of Ireland) was seen as a major upset for the

traditional status quo despite the limited powers of this figurehead role.

When Mary Robinson won that election it was really great for gay people and anybody
who was differat because she brought a new face, a modern face to the presidency of
Ireland...and she actually, you know, invited gay people and campaigners like David
Norris intoAras an Uachtam [presidential residencehat was a complete first, she
really gave Ireand a new imagé€Mac, 40, County Roscommon)

For many gay people in Ireland, the popular discourse of Ireland as a modern, progressive,
liberal society, which embraces and is inclusive of its gay and lesbian citizens owes much to
the highly symbolic everby President Mary Robinson, when in 1992 she issued an invitation

to a group of leshian and gay activists to meet hékras an Uachtain, (the presidential
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residenck It is remembered as all the more symbolic, occurring as it did, ondgfaethe
legal decriminalization of homosexuality (Cronin, 2004: 251). Mary Robinson was succeeded
as president by Mary McAlesse who continued with a socially liberal agenda, aimed at

providing an inclusive presidency.
Presence of other types of diversity

relad has seen increasing levels of inward mi
years (circa 199@2008). While the Celtic Tiger has ceased to roar, and some of the immigrants
who came to serve it have departed, the rapid growth in diversityamssarmed the country

in profound ways (Castles, 2016). In 1996, the year the Celtic Tiger boom began, only 2 per
cent of the population of the Republic was born outside the British Isles, a figure which rose to

17 per cent by 2017 (Irish Times, 2017c)séciety marked by homogeneity has become one
marked by diversity. Jerome provides a narrative on the impact of diversity in his rural home

community of County Galway:

Diversity, other types of people coming in (to our rural community) has had a big
impact

A big change | can remember was in the 80d when a neighbour of ours came back
from England with two babies from her relationship with a black man, the relationship
had broken down over there and she returned as a single mum....and she moved back in
with her parents on the farm, they took her in...which was a big enough thing to do
believe me....and eventually she built a house on thetlaadirls went to school....and

fitted in grand....and my parents and the whole area had to deal with thaeanthem
changing their opinions as a resuland now these two girls are in University...and
doing very well for themselves (Jerome, 42, County Galway).

For Jerome, the public acceptance by parents and the rural community of a single mother, a
separaed woman, and children from a mixed relationship, stands out as a defining moment.

He continues:

and now thereds a few single mums around
example. .. my mot her 6s ni ece coming back
girlfriend....that was another shocker....and settling down with her partner...building a
house on the parents farm...and adopting a child from Singapore...who is now in the
local school.

Here, we see an example of parents from traditional rural backgrpubdsally having to
adapt to, and accept, new forms of living and new types of relationships.
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In an excellent narrative on the Irish family, Tony Fahey argues that a powerful mix of

A e c 0 n o mupandcdtarat dhange has provoked rapid transitionrini s h  f ami |y | i

l rish families becoming fAsmall er, more democ
more expressive and affectionateo (2014:71).
becoming an accepted and widely practif@dh of union, and with marital breakdown and

divorce having become an accepted fact of life (divorce was made legal in 1996, following a
narrow win in a national referendum). Another highly significant and symbolic indication of

social change, andetradtionalization,is the growth in children born out of marriage, which

in 2015 stood at 36 per cent, up from 5 per cent in the early 1980s (Fahey, 2014; The Irish
Times, 2016).

Jerome feels that these changes in the nature of family, have implicatitiasvfgay people

are seen in the rural context:

The divorce thing....since it came in 15 years ago or whenever.....we know some
neighbours who have now gotten divorced....and even though my parents and this
whole area would have voted No ....I heard my nsaypthe other day about a couple

A

getting divorced. .. Ah sure maybe itds bet
the sake of it |l ike in our day....and ¢t}
married..all these things have softened #m up to the gay thing.in my opinion

(Jerome, 42, County Galway).

Within these stories from rural Ireland, we are reminded that ofdedraditionalizationhas
encouraged the democratization of relationships, and that, as Weeks states, the heterenormati
conception of the nuclear family, comprising one man and one woman, and their children is no

longer the only manifestation of family:

The family as we came to know it in ideology and practice is no longer what it was; the
divorce figures, the incidenseof single parenting, the delay of marriage, the rise of
cohabitation, rapid rise of single households, the emergence of new patterns of

i nti macy, for example | esbian and gay o0f
profound changeodo (Weeks, 1998:41)

Celtic Tiger

There was a general consensus that thesaled Celtic Tiger years (late 1990s to c. 2008) may
have had a role in fuelling the social and cultural changes responsible for helping create a more
tolerant, secular and liberal society (witbsitive implications for gay people). The Celtic Tiger
years were profoundly significant, the speed of transformation was almost without parallel, as

Ireland witnessed exponential economic growth (Castles, 2016: xviv). Many of the men felt
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that the dramat improvements in the economic condition of the people may have created a
greater sense of individuality and independence. Increases in personal wealth and greater
access to money offered new lifestyle choices to many people, and fostered a new sense of
personal freedom and individual possibility. Inde#@ conflation of individual freedom, and
political freedom with freedom of the market and of trade has long been a cardinal feature of
necliberal economic policy for many years (Harvey, 2006). Johrebedi that money opened

up the possibilities, and exploration, of the world, and the self:

Well, | mean the Celtic tigeré. I f youbdve
Leitrim] who suddenly has a | idoihgl[iethebi t mo
new economy], heds ablefbo gbet wePkkhdnan

the cash to express himself in whatever way he wants, so that was a factor (John Paul,
25, County Leitrim).

Within this quote, | see a relationship withEsad ( 1993) concept of sex

form of consumer citizenship, where he ackno
as productively linked to access to sexual e
122). Johno &sotrera day men, newly scpnemically empowered, increasingly

able to have a purchase in, utilise, and experience commercially available gay spaces (albeit,

in the city).

The men also feel that, in recent years, starting with the Celtic tiger, gaye pesgme
attractive as consumetst he cor porate world. The o6pink pol
consequent growth of product mar keting ai me
common stereotype of gay consumers, portrayed as being affluelhteducated, and in
possession of disposable income, as a lucrative market to be tapped into (Olson and Ro, 2014).
Eugene, 52 (County Donegal) speaks of | oc al
advertising and fbendithe gay marketrfor tbeanewktywsanctioneddo t o
civil partnerships and sansex weddings. A number of men had noticed examples of
previously traditional establishments now touting for gay business, promoting their inclusivity

by simply including the term civil ptnerships within their commercial marketing materials,

showing the creativity but also the caution that marketers demonstrate in negotiating the need,

to attract the gay pound but also avoid alienating traditional heterosexual consumers (Nam
Hyunetal,® 1 5) . Herein, we can sense a strong r ef

consumessexuaicitizens in an otherwise heteronormative, and heterosexist environment.
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The Celtic Tiger years also saw the return of Irish emigrants, to work in the boosiartdir
Many of the returners had spent considerable time overseas, and some of the men noticed that

these returning emigrants brought home with them a change in attitudes:

The Irish who emigrated in the 80s and early nineties, a lot of them went to faystral

or New York, or London working in all kinds of industries with all kinds of people and

they became so used to being in maititural societies that | think when they all came

home é that that came home with alotefm, and
people that have been away have had more exposure Tdedlyhad probably worked

with gay people in New York or Sydney or London, or at least been aware of the open
attitudes thereé.and they broughte832hat ex
County Donegal).

A number of the men felt it important to emphasise the point that emigrants who returned home

to their native rural areas, brought back stories of how they had worked with gay people,
without any problems, or had gay people as gueighbours and close friends, while in New

York, Boston, Sydney, or London. Such stories can act as a way of humanizing gay people, no

l onger thinking of tHasmanm 28002), they can @diphoenormalise Ho w a
and demystify gay people, fothe rural audience back home.

Rol e of popular media, culture and 6écel ebrit

For many respondents in Ireland, radio, television and other forms of media have made an
important contribution in reducing silence and invisibility, in raising aweass, and generally
educating and informing a previously uninformed populace on issues around sexual
orientation. Historically, there has been profound underrepresentation of, and/or negative
representations of gay, lesbian and bisexual individuals iméaia. According to Fryberg and
Townsend (2008), such underrepresentation, or invisibility, can take two primary, forms
absolute invisibility or relative invisibility. Absolute invisibility refers to a total absence of
representations of a particular gpowhereas relative invisibility refers to an absence of rich,
positive representations, so that although representations exist, they are stereotypical and
narrow (Gomillion & Giuliano, 2011:339). Dunphy (1997) refers to the Irish state broadcaster,
RTE, & having a historic reputation for oveealous seltensorship of any discussion of
lesbian and gay issues, and indeed, many of the Irish men recall little gay content on RTE until
relatively recent years. In fact, RTE did produce the occasional jodimadigestigative report,
documentary or interviews with gay people during the late 1970s and Ke®BSTE, 2003),

but for the respondents here, it was thke played by a number of British and American

t el evi s i manly so&ropeeas, @ocumentw and programmes that stand out as
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positive. British television channels could initially only be received in areas of the republic
close to the border with Northern Ireland, as well as Dublin and some parts of the east coast of
Ireland (Brennan, 2016).dwvever, reception coverage slowly expanded in the 1980s, to allow
areas further away from the borderreceive British channels, with further technological
developments in the 1990s and 2000s making British television widely available throughout
the repubc. Those men who were able to receive British television, due to their relative
proximity to the border, acknowledged the impact this had on them, as adolescents growing up
in rural Ireland in the 1970s and 1980s.

The positive power of television is mented here by Fintan, where they have portrayed gay

people as oOreal peopled that might Iive in t

All these gay characters in Coronation Street, Hollyoaks, Eastendeen
Emmerdale....most of them are portrayed as ordinary people you meghtdmwn the
pub......and even Graham Norton, you know, has played his part....and then you had
Will and Grace ....and now Modern Families.....these shows get into every house in the
country......and | think they help educate people that gay peopleaseveere and in

every street and every family (Fintan, 36, County Longford).

| mean, when you see Christian in Eastend
heés masculine , you see hedsd normal 6, h
sore people think gay people doé..that got
(Alfie, 35, County Sligo).

A number of respondents contrasted these broadly positive representations of gay people, with

those that they remember from the 1970s and 198Gevgay men, were typically depicted

as t he-amaséxsal gffeminate, and often ridiculous character, or alternatively as

victims, or as rather sinister characters (Gomillion & Giuliano, 2011:340):

Remember in the Seventies, gay people on teteyishey were caricatures of gay

people. There was John Inman in Are You Being Served, there was, Liberace, Kenneth
Williams, these people who were gay they were very camp, very outrageous. Very

fl amboyant peopl eé. But t Hoeryl meaa,theynv@re t he
very different to the people that ordinar
exi st hereé do you know what I meaneéeso,
portrayal of gay men in a lot of the media now. (Phelim, 48, CaDatsan).

For men like Phelim, it seemed important that they see gay men portrayed as masculine figures,
as regular Obl oke next doordé types. Phel i m e

flamboyant portrayals, which may find a home in thgletit not in the rural. This demonstrates
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the persistence of heteronormative conceptions of masculinity for many rural gay men, and the

prioritisation of masculinity in the rural context (Annes and Redlin, 2012; Boulden, 2001).

Within the context of gnewing up in the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s, a number of the Irish men
cited the positive role played by an extremely popular Irish chat show on RTE teleVisgon

Late Late Showpresented by Gay Byrné&rom 1962 until 1999was a light entertainment
show, budeveloped a reputation for discussing and airing controversial issues and for pushing

the boundaries. Its impact was all the more powerful given that it was a-prochéced

progr amme. Fintan O6Tool e wrote t ktagdlareiof tr ad
the studio |ights, the disclosure in public
(Brennan, 2016) . It produced a few o6firsts

including the first ever interview with a lesbian (1980)jskhwas all the more significant in

that this young woman was a woman from rural Irel&@a&tmot, 43, (County Cavan) recalls,

that it was during one of these O0firstsoé tha
about his sexuality, which was s | | undi scl osedbéd. This quote
media discussion on gay issues, but also demonstrates how they can encourage the gay man to

pursue his journey of identity formation

Coming out to my father was made easier by a discussiohddabeen talked about

on the Late Late Show. | had told my mother | was gay some time previously but we
just couldndét figure out how to tell Dadé
country man who would have had no reference points whatsoever tmpihéut the

Lat e, Late Show did that for me actually
brought in lots of gay people into the audience and their parents and all that sort of stuff
and just went for ité it wa,yougnow,btill inl i ter e
Ireland at that stage, but my mum and dad were watching of course and she said to him
what would you think if one of your sons and daughters was gay. And he said sure,
those lads and lassies on the TV look alright to me; sure idwoake no difference to

me. Which was fantastic (Dermot, 43, County Cavan).

Aside from television and radio, the proliferation of written materials which discussed sexual
orientation and appeared in books, magazines, journals, newspapers, and onliokeavase
important in helping to educate the general population. Journalistic pieces, often in the form of
gay people telling their own stories of exclusion and marginalisatiere seen as vital in
helping reduce ignorance, misrepresentation and misptinos, helping to create a more

opti mal environment in which to O6come outd a

Celebrity role models who were 6fully outoé w
an image of gay people which many people in wider societglcoub r el at e t o6 and
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The i mpact of role models O6coming outd is cr
the role they can have in shaping and encouraging positive gay identity development, higher
selfesteem and seéfficacy (Gomilion & Giuliano, 2011:331). The impact of Brian Dowling

was mentioned by several of the Irish men:

Brian Dowling who won Big Brotheré | thin
for being gay and being Irish. And | think he grew a lot of respect freoplp. You
know they were seeing things differently and they were, you know, watching this gay

character on reality TV every day for wee
a gay guy in their own |iving r2o@uonty every
Longford).

In Brian Dowling, Irish society saw a young man, who could have been their son, brother,
cousinor friend. They O6got to knowd a young ga
Kazyak (2011) which argues that rural communities aageppeople best, if they get to know

the person first. In the view of the respondents, the impact of high profile, national and
international figures, whether they be movie or music celebrities, politicians, people from the
world of business or sportepning outas gaycannot be underestimated. They give public

mani festati on Newv SWeeaiktedhdividials aneosimg fto articulate new

identities, narrative structures, which provide the stimulus and the necessity for experiments in

living (1998:46). They provide reference points, and anchors for the ordinary gay man.

Through the gl obal medi a, |l rel and has witne
when Irish GAA hurling star Don#&bg Cusack openly disclosed his sexuality and piogtd

his identity as a gay man the impact was truly profound. Since most sports are infused with
ideals and practices associated with hegemonic masculinity and heterosexuality, coming out
presents some unique challenges for gay sports people. Resistdramadsexuality within

sport, especially mainstream sport is walbwn. Indeed, a man who is both gay and athletic
transgresses pervasive understandings of homosexuality and sport and can provoke much
negativity (Gough, 2007:157). As a representativdhef@AA, which is generally considered

the premier national sporting organisation, and due to its historical genesis, a bulwark of
traditional, nationalist, rur al and cathol i
challenge to traditional normsalues and beliefs around sexuality and masculinity. Through

his confident, eloquent and articulate narratives about his sexudlith received widespread

media attention; and the largely positive and supportive reaction from the general public, other

pl ayer s, and GAA officials, his 6édcoming out

moment by the gay men in Ireland:
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Donal Og Cusack, the hurler from Cork who came out a couple of years ago. | think
that was a huge s&hange, a massive sehanger an 6t be underesti mat

is a sporting |l egendé | think it, it ds ¢
journalists, but to have a gay sportsman,
just, you know, h e 6 s eepgr m buliagbat tye momeedtandt h e |
for him to come out and say yeah, I am g

from the story also helped facilitate, exchange views and educate and make some
people reflect on gay men in rural Ireland (Thomas, 4#4nG/ Cavan).

This particular moment, forced many rural people taggess and +&valuate old negative
stereotypes of the gay man, as effeminate, weak, sinister, pervert, urban, outsider, coy, sly,

hidden and shameful sissy.

Impact of social and cutural changes in Britain: Differences with Ireland

Many of the social and cultural changes that had encouraged Irish respondents to be more open
about their sexual identity were also cited as significant factors by the English respondents.

There were howeer, some differences.

To start with, there were differences in the way the Irish and English men responded to
guestions around social and cultural change. For the Irish respondents these changes were
recent, profound, and rapid. As they spoke aboutshges, it was almost as if the Irish men

could barely comprehend the transformations that had occurred in their country. This should
come as no surprise, given the oppressive silence on the subject of homosexuality, a minimal

gay scene, and the facttheati wasnoét unt i | the | ate 1980s th
the republic was experiencing finally allowed a significant (if still very small) lesbian and gay
community to publicly emerge (Dunphy, 1997:247). By contrast to the fluidity and easy
recolection of the Irish, the English respondents took longer to recount and recall the many
social changes. My interpretation of this difference in how the discourse proceeded, was that

the dramatic changes occurring in both countries, have been more aademtecipitous in

Ireland, the trajectory higher, the distance travelled further given where Irish society started
from, as a rural and poor society. The social and cultural changes of industrialisation,
urbani zati on, s e c ul a r eampcaatizatiomof relatianshipsihdve been g ht s
occurring in England over a longer period of time, although they are no less significant as a
result of that. If we take just two relevant examples: first, divorce in Britain (as we conceive of

it today) became legd in stages, notably in 1923, 1937 but most significantly in 1969, with the
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Divorce Reform Act, which introduced divorce law as it still largely applies today (Cambridge
Family Law Practice, 2012). In Ireland, divorce was banned until a popular referehnelam

in 1995, voted to legalise it, albeit with a wafkin majority, with 50.28 per cent voting in
favour, and 49.72 per cent voting to maintain the ban, on a 62 per cent turnout (Referendum
Results, 2013). This is important, and Weeks sees divorcanasnportant aspect of
detraditionalization and in changing inherited patterns of intimate and family life more
generally (1998: 42).

Secondly, contraception, widely available in Britain for decades, was not permitted for sale in
Ireland, without a presiation until 1985 (but even then could only be purchased in certain
prescribed outlets, such as family planning clinics), and it was not until after 1992 that
contraception became freely and widely available. For example, as many of the respondents
recallad, it was only in the 199Gkatcondom machines began to appear in public places, such
as nightclubs. And, in direct reference to homosexuality, we can interpret the Wolfenden
Report of 1957, as an indicator of when modern Britain began to amend its, puiltiiral
understanding of homosexuality; for whilst Wolfenden hardly endorsed homosexuality, it did
bring the idea of a distinctive homosexual identity and way of life into the law for the first time,
and recognized that for many such an identity wasramocable destiny (Weeks, 2007:55).
Following publication of the Report, the campaign to implement its recommendations gathered
momentum. The Homosexual Law Reform Society was founded in 1958, which sought to
coordinate the efforts of gay activists aupporters so as to ensure pressure was maintained
on government and that the campaign for legal reform was not allowed to fade away (British
Library, 201'p). As such, even as far back as the late 1950s and 1960s, we can compare a
Britain where public voie and debate about identity and homosexual law reform were

occurring and an Ireland where a cold and unrelenting silence held firm.

The English mends testimonies on growing up
in a country of ethnic diversity, gaights demonstrations, gay prides, gay nightclubs, and gay
magazines, albeit and admittedly much more evident in the urban and metropolitan areas. These
were not such a feature of any environment the Irish men inhabited, urban or rural, until recent
yeas. And so, many of the English respondents had, in a sense, grown accustomed to features
of detraditionalizationand greaterdemocratization of relationshipsarlier in their lives,

features which were considered as relativel
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Another difference in the testimonies of the men was, that while the Irish men spoke
extensively about diminishing Catholic Church influence, English respondents did not make
this a feature of their narrative. While it loomed large among the Irish meid, not among

the men in England. One man, at an LGBT group meeting | attended in a town on the North
Nor f ol k c¢ oas Oh,yoehaetolbackla long waybieforé you see that religion had

a bigimpactround hete, whi |l e anot her commented:
Bottom | i ne, religion wasndét as dominant her
here belong to all different types of churches, you see, Quaker, Church of England (high
and | ow) , Met hodi st , Meeting Houses, Pent

like you had one big church dominating everything, like in Ireland.

The Irish men felt that in the past, a past of fresh memory, they had inhabited a type-of quasi
theocracy, a confessional state, from which they had only been recently liberatedr<ef c

Ireland was never a theocratic state, although according to Paul Blansfidre insh and

Catholic Power(1954), it came closer to becoming one than any other Western democracy
during the twentieth century. Fanning (2014) argues that there waiscd snofficial Church

state alliance which permitted fAecclesiastic
by side without any sense of incongruityo (:
having been set free from a powerful itgpcal and theological foe, or of a recent
emancipation from the viekke grip of an omnipotent church was largely absent. However, it

is important to remind ourselves that all faith groups have found it difficult to cope with the

gay revolution, and its fair to say that even within the traditionally broad Anglican family,

there have been splits caused by the issue of gay priests angesammarriage (Weeks,
2007:114). And English respondents did raise concerns about the rise and popularity of new
evargelical churches that were springing up, they had concerns because of the expressly
homophobic rhetoric they often employ, as was witnessed by plhoatthg evangelicals

during the local Norwich Pride. Interestingly, diverging attitudes towards theseécteon

between sexuality and religion could be seen in practice, at the Norwich Pride, when in 2017,

a local Church of England priest established a gay Christian presence, complete with Rainbow

flag, along the parade route.

Thekey social and culturahanges that were considered important by the English gay men, in
terms of an impact on their sexual identity, and sexual citizenship, included; the gay rights
movement ; devel opment of a 6égay scened; mu s i

econanic direction, and the impact of section 28.
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Gay rights movements

Quite a number of the men in England, cited the unique importance of the historical gay rights
movements, which a number of them saw as a powerful force in changing how they perceived
their sexual identity. Men spoke of the street movements in the 1970s, the Gay Prides in the
1980s, and 1990s, the actionsftragein the 1990s and the role of Stonewall in more recent
years. These were perceived as part of the national fabric of lifehtiagrew up with, a
backdrop to their own emergence as gay men. Philip, 72 (Norfolk) cites the importance of the

early movements, to his subsequent development as an openly gay man in the late 1960s and

early 1970s:
By that timeGay News must have beentou and publ i shed, becaus:
to hear about the CHE, [tlgampaign foHomosexuaEquality], and | moved back to
the west midlands but for some reason | 0
involvedé.l was ackteptiaoaftmar CHENg®d®wd hwe
marchesé. And that was a great feeling (F

first marches started up there would be
feeling of togetherness and a cause (gets emotisnabredible.

Philip felt a sense of belonging and inclusion by being part of a movement for change. The
marches and demos brought him into contact with other gay people from all types of
backgrounds, and allowed close friendships to form. As time paBkéiph began to notice a

gradual change in public reactions to them as marchers, from people on the streets:

On the marches |1 dondt remember any great
by coppers but | do remember that as the years progressed svegmore sympathy

and acceptance and support fromthesteeis6d pass a buil ding a
clap etceée..gradually turned from the prot

we see today with pride partieséit was ve

Such obser#ons influenced Philip, and encouraged him in assuming a gay idefitthen

became involved in an innovative gay drama group in the later in the 1970s:

Around that time also, there developed gay theatre comgamyirst one very simple
d r a ma ally and hjoined it, but there would be active discussions after the plays,
Drew Griffiths was great i n that company
educate people
The gay theatre referred to by Philip, was a professional, small, gay theatre troupéds a y
Sweat shopo, set up i n 1975, and were fabl e

coming out, solidarity and support) into various largely gay gatherings, and to encourage a new
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type of gay consci ousnes s entalyWe saesgroupzhativés: 2 1 8)

heaped with opprobrium by some Irish politicians when it visited Dublin later in the 1970s.

Mitch, 58 (Essex) also recalls the early gay rights movements as pivotal in his awakening as a
gay man. In his testimony, he siteatthe gay rights movements within the broader civil rights
movements of the time, such as those advocating rights for women and black people. In
particular, he remembers the passion of Malcom X and the Black Panthers. With regard to gay
rights, he has pticularly strong and fond memories of the Gay Liberation Front igtiocus

on revolution and selfrganisation, a belief that only a revolutionary overthrow of traditional

soci al structures could #dAtruly 1 i bdenmedyt e t he
homosexuals themselves, acting openly and to
willingmpeses tt d ewa;srpfredhieg acdavhile ibdid not move him to become

involved in the street movements, exposure to their langdagramowerment, and resistance

changed the way he thought about himself, his sexuality, and the social world and encouraged

hi m thinkandreeval uated the construction &dr power
Richardson, the emergence of gay liberatrmvements marked the emergence of groups that
demanded not simply the right to engage in sameactivity but also the right to be open about
oneds sexuality, the ability to publicly ide
againstpeoplen t he basis of a | esbian or gay o6i de
identity-basedclaims or rights.

Weeks considers the public emergence of vocal lesbian and gay movements to be an integral
feature ofdetraditionalizationanddemocratizatiorof relationships They have also helped to
makenew identitiepossible through their collective experiences (1998: 46) and they personify
voice, and stories. Theew storiesabout sexuality and gender have been possible because of
the emergence of thesewm movements and communities that both give rise to and circulate

and rewrite stories which tell of discrimination, prejudice and empowerment (ibid 47).

Devel opment of the O0gay sceneb

For a number of English respondents, the emergence of ever morengg vpubs, clubs, and

support groups helped them fostgry assumptionWhile Irish men, in the 1970s, even in

Dublin, had few if any gay venues or support networks to attend, the scene began to flourish
more widely in Britain, mainly in the large metajan areas. Ackroyd narrates the
Aextraordinary gr owt h -levelleddiscgtiegueswithodazzlingdight. o n d o

and sound; the thumping beat of disco music and the gyrations of scantily clad customers
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helped to define a movement of hedoniand consumerism that seemed set to define queer
Londono (2017:222). While London pulsated, e
of gay spaces as Ted, 60 (Suffolk) recalls:

There was a gay pub in Ipswich, called @le Leaf, and also a locahg social group

in 1974¢l we nt along to the inaugur al m
1974é. . met some people who would become c
in 77éand somebody also use to organise m
the RAF basesAmerican personnell wonder did that have an influence on why this

town developed a gay sceneéé. Anyway, the
had the blackened up windows (with no glass) as was the case for many gay pubs in

t hose tdhaey sdéi.scoes were quite busy. | was ¢
out in the shop (at work) and, in general | did not volunteer the information, but I [got

to the stage wher e] Il didndt deny it.

Herein, we can discern signs of what Troiden refeas &tage 3 of his sexual identity formation
model,identity assumptianTroiden indicates that men (and women) who progregketdity
assumptiordefine as homosexual and present as homosexual, at least to other homosexuals.

As a young man Ted presenimbkelf as gay to the other men in the bar, within that restricted

space of the gay bars, bod@snot yet progresd to public disclosure. Defining the self as
homosexual and presenting the self as homosexo@héohomosexuals are the first stages in
alarger process of identity disclosure, whicl
Plummer (1975) recognises the importance of contact with other gay people in consolidating a
homosexual i dentity; t -reeognitioh @ hanasapl, fiosuand | nv o
foremost, but also exploration of the gay community (in Eliason, 1996). Ted progressed to
identity commitment (becoming more fully out, to heterosexuals) when he moved from his
business to the post office, as an employee. He noticed thaif dime men who was a regular

at the gay bar, also worked there. That was a milestone in his comingvouking with

somebody he knew, a frierdvho was publically out.

The powerful influence of London was mentioned by a number of English resparfe@nts

Charlie, 48 (Norfolk), Gavin, 56 (Essex) and Magnus, 64 (Norfolk), London offered a tangible
escape, the presence of a huge metropolis wh
possibilities to meet other gay men. In London they could g&jtsaunas, bars, pubs, cafes,
bookshops, meet others in anonymity, in the security that the city was big enough to avoid

detection.
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Not all men did visit London of course, but given that it could be accessed (at a cost) by train

or coach, many did avaiA number had spent time working in London, and the social
experiences in the city fomented a growing security in their gay identity. For some men,
London was the place where they had first knowingly met another gay man. Here we see the
importance of spaces isexually dissident spaceso which
and controlo (Hubbard, 2001).

Music, Film, Literature and Media

In chapterfour, we heard reference toow many of the men in Britain and Ireland, had taken
comfort in the music of #1980s, from artists such as Bronski Beat, the Communards, Boy
George and Erasure. Many men spoke of how, through their lyrics these artists, challenged
heteronormativity, traditional gender roles and heterosexism. With the advent of music videos
and theMTV culture in the 1980s, the messages and images etowiormity became even

more powerful and accessible. A number of the men at a Norfolk LGBT group spoke of how
David Bowie was influential in changing conceptions and conventions around gender
preserdtion, performance and imagery. Other men spoke of how the words from the music of
Bronski Beat or Frankie Goes to Hollywoodervedsubliminal support and encouragement to

them in their confused, closeted adolescent years.

And in sentiments that mirror dse of the Irish respondents, the English men are in no doubt
that positive media representations of gay merelad a huge impact in changing public
attitudes. Indeed, recent decades have seen fundamental changes in media representation of
homosexualityMost British soaps now feature a gay person as a regular character whose
sexuality is no longer central to storylines (McCormack, 2012) and beyond this, gay people
have become more generally visible in the media; the cumulative effect of which is idcrease
visibility, non-stereotyped presentations, all of which help to demystify old clichés, and
contribute to the diminution of homophobia (Schallhorn & Hempel, 2017:1189).

Going back to the 1960s, some men had fond memories and recollections of Juliandgnd Sa
two camp thespians who were the central characters in a BBC radio cétoedy, the Horne,
which ran from 1968.968 (British Library, 201B). They recall the use of Polari, a form of
slang widely spoken within the gay community at that time. Other ree@mber, with a
frisson of excitement the unashamedly heenotic Channel 4 screening, in the 1980s of the
1976 movieSebastianewatched in the hidden privacy of the living room when parents had

gone to bed. Indeed, Channel 4 was considered by mahg aién as an important outlet for
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seeing sexuality portrayed, in pirgernet days, especially with their risqué French, subtitled
movies in the 1980s. Another film to make an impact on the English meMw&gautiful
Laundrette which tells the story oBritish Pakistani, Omar (Gordon Warnecke) and his
boyfriend Johnny (Daniel Dalewis), as they try to make something of themselves in
Mar garet Thatcherds Br it ai nEasetfisEast{1%9) Witich 0 s . A
contained a samgex relationsip theme, also portrayed the complexities and difficulties of
parental expectations, diversity, tradition and sexuality. Movies suBhokgback Mountain
andPhiladelphiaalso resonated with the men through their acknowledgment of the pain gay
men have dtered in recent, times past, whether in the context of the ruraiwest of
America, in the 1960s or of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s and 1990s. Theo feels that some of
the popular, and grourareaking TV serieshat became available in the early 2000adman

impact on him in his adolescent years in Suffolk:

| think that in the Noughties [l noticed] there was, a bit more confidence about being
gay. |l suppose it is that kind of Queer
what his name is, he goest clubbing for the first time and he meets, sort of opens up

his world and | think that as a young man roundabout the same age you thought, yeah,
you know, |l am just stepping into the wor
and | dovanbtd be hedddack by anything really.

In seeing representations of social life for gay men in televisions programmes such as Queer
as Folk, Will is gaining an insight into a world that exists outside Suffolk, a life that is available

in the urban metragis. Theo did eventually leave Suffolk to work in London.

Literature was also seen as significant. The noWehnges are not the only Frui{1985)
explored many themes including sasex relationships, religious fervour, the complex
dynamics of famy life and the pains of growing up (British Library, 20).7A number of the

men felt they could relate their stories of childhood with that as portrayed by Jeanette

Winterson.

For Nathan, 23 (Cambridgeshire), the role of literature was important in adjovim to
understand his feelings and frame them as #fn

Well, when | spoke to the chaplain at my senior school he knew that there was a section,

wel | not a section of books, they spreac
all together, tht were gay fiction books. And he recommended that | read some of those
and é I 6m trying to think. There was a ve

set in America, Alex Sanchez was the author. And it was just kind of, it was about, it
wasfromhr ee di fferent boyobds perspectives anc
of seeing the progr essi fanytale thidgsdidgowrangn 6t a
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but they got resolved, you know. It was basically a normal kind of romance story but
justwith gay characters as the main characters. So that really, that really helped.

English respondents echo the Irish men in identifying the role of public figures coming out
publicly as gay. Once again, the impact of a fpgbfile sportsperson coming out svaeen as

pivotal. The example of Welsh rugby player, Gareth Thomas was mentioned a number of times.

The value and impact of his coming out lies in the fact that he does not inhabit the theatre or
arts, where itsmore likely for people to be open abduir sexuality (Andersen, 2011). Rather

by his living example, and through the telling of his story, he corresponds to the importance of

We e knswd stories he disrupts the lazy heteronormative conflation between masculinity,
physical strength and sexuglitSuch stories surely have a role in changing attitudes. Indeed,

British Social Attitudes surveys have shown marked liberalisation in social views on
homosexuality in recent decades. For example, in the survey of 1983, 62 per cent of people
believed thats e x u a | relations between two adults of
0 Mo st | yvbyw0ld thig ldad fallen to 21 per cent. Similarly, the 1983 survey revealed

that only 21 per cent of those surveyed believed sexual relations between two adéts of t
same sex was ORarely wrong6, or O6Not wrong
2012 (British Attitudes Survey, 2013).

Economic direction

While not wishing to repeat some of the points made by the Irish men concerning economic
impact, lwould like to highlight a particular theme that emerged from interviews with the men
in England. A theme that emerges from comments such as:

If anything-the thing that has made the difference to gays has been economic. Fhatcher

t he mar ket e c basdhatg theédarsn thimng, ¢ has made a differeince

gay ©people over the past 20 years eabil
money) (Magnus, 64, Norfolk).

Or through these quips, from men at a group meeting in Norfolk:

To be honest, | thinkgople are more interested in money these days, money is the new
religion really

When people see somebody whobés a success

the city or wherever, Il think itdéds the fz¢
done well, can afford the big house, the flash car, the foreign holidays, that what they
see, not the fact that heds gay
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The theme that emerges from the menébés discus
which interprets the neliberal economic radel in Britain, dominant since Thatcher, as a
model which valorises individual weal th and

persond might | ook 1ike.

| am reminded of what Rose (1999) has to say aboulilbe@lism that, under its auspicesda

influences, Ai ndividual s become entrepreneur
the choices they make among the forms of | if
Weekso6 model i's in no doubt wephaer many Westert o n 0 mi

countries haexalted the individual over the collective, and elevated individuaksgifession
and material welbeing and undermined many of the traditional sources of solidarity such as

trade unions and other collective form8%8:44).

It seems to me that the men believe that the economic direction of recent decades, has helped
shape an environment where money, and success in making it, is seen as an esteemed skill, and
cultural aspiration. Money as a new religion. Shiningpies of capital and wealth rising up

from the marshy old docks around Canary Wharf; a world of hedge funds, boutique broker
houses and investment banks. Champagne lifestyles. Manhattan style apartments. Of course,

this was not the lifestyle experienced doyy of my men, but they read about such lifestyles,

and they see images of them portrayed i n mac
LGB CEO6s0 and such | i Kediversitylthampionsenaleanddndwo ut St
top corporationsaredmr aci ng LGBT peopl e, encouraging ga

for the sake of authenticity, and to reflect clients and customers; theyipickes that it
allegedly,makes no difference what your sexuality is as long as you can produce: to produce
and perform seems to be the key signature to success, within the context of an increasingly

necliberal and market economy.

Il n this scenari o, or so it would seem, Sexu:
become rich, and better still are atanake other people rich, it matters little what your sexual
orientation is. Sexuality is no barrier to making money. Therg$epauality is irrelevant. The

necliberal model subsumes all other considerations. It rewards thtakiekand worships the

wealth creator.

The point here is that while none of the men interviewed lived this lifestyle, a number were
working class men, some were public sector workers, some farmers, but they are indirectly

commenting on how the (heteronormative and heterosesasigty that surrounds them, can
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overcome negative views on homosexuality and instead, view gay people as significant, and
successful, and as worthy citizenthrough the lens of money, wealth, and success in the
corporate world. Their homosexualitytake a - batc& t o t heir newly acl
Of course, this analysis blissfully, and completely ignores the residual and tenacious
homophobia that still lurks within the corridors of corporations, manyith display

disconnect between the exdste of diversity awareness and ahisicrimination policies at

work and homophobic behaviour of employees (Gregory, 2011: 652).

My interpretation of the mends testimonies
paraphrasing Elliot and Lemert (2006), heenest t hat At hi s cul ture of
has generated a world of individual rdking, experimentation and se&fx pr essi ono
(2007:131) and that the néoi ber al economic order, -substi
governance as the principal forni 0 soci al regul ationo. Wit hin
classification and hierarchies; less about church, more about corporations and the global
marketplace; and within these shifts, there can be implications for how our society sees
sexuality, or indeed #hrelevance of it, under certain circumstances. Within the ideological
mantras of nediberalism which bestow ultimate legitimacy to a philosophy of individualism,
there can be seen an implicit acceptance of
different, and ergo an acceptance of sexual diversity. However, a number of the men were
deeply suspicious of such developments, and remained nostalgic for the more collective,
activist inspired, gay liberation movements they remember in the 1970s and T!9&@svere

singularly unimpressed by the turn to individualism, which they perceive as a phenomenon that
actively diminishes solidarity, and results in passive acquiesce to a new form of social
conservatism, of which ndiberal gays become members of. \@elore these concerns for

meanings of sexual citizenship point in more detail, in later chapters.
| mpact of Clause or O6Section6 28

In Chapter four, we recalled the notorious Clause 28, and the impact it had in creating a
depressing backdrop to th®80s and 1990s. The issue was raised again here, by a number of
respondents but this time it was raised as an issue that fuelled a burning sense of injustice, the
resentment of which propelled one or two of the men into activism. Richardson argules that t
introduction of Section 28 Arepresented a re
ci vil rights of | esbians and gay meno in th:

greater public acceptance of homosexuality and, as suckwantt o fikeep homosex
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proper pl ace, i .e. within their own private
It was an attempt to restrigtientity-basedrights. While Andrew (2) was in a Norfolk
secondary school, he recalls how his ariggrans| ated into resol ve, r

about it o:

Section 28, was still in operation. This would have been about 2002, just before it was
repealed. So | was 16, picked up various materials about it from Stonewall and other
organisations and | @& starting to do some behind the scenes campaigning with the
staff at the school. | guess | saw something that was wrong and thought right, need to
do something about this. Rather than just ignoring it and letting it carry on, what can

A

wedotoputitrigt . And thatdés the sort of thing I
of my career so far as well. So | went through sixth form and to some extent the bullying
continued but | was getting more effective as using the coping mechanisms and turning

it roundto them.

Here we can see shades of what Cass (1979) refers to as feelings of anger born of frustration
and alienati on, whi ch Acan energize the in

institutions and can create an activisto (EI

Storewall, as referred to by Andrew, and which provided him with literature about section 28,
was founded in 1989 by Sir lan McKellan, Lisa Power and Lord Cashman amongst others as a
response to Section 28. Through their campaigns for equality, literatuggylalicinformation
messages, they were cited as an important feature promoting change (British Libraboy, 2017
One of their earlier campaigns involved efforts to get the issue of the age of consent discussed
in the Parliament, and in 1994, this discusgl@ happen. While the vote did not approve equal

age of consent, the very fact that it was discussed, prompted by Stonewall, made an impression

of a young Joshua, in Suffolk:

| remember, around 1994, discussion about the age of consent being lower@d from
to 18. And as | say | was not out at that time to anyone but | remember it being on the
television in the room and | was standing out the room listening to it on the television.
And my brother and mum were there listening to it on the news and | Wwawuédliked

to have gone in and € But | didno6t, so it
it but I wasnodét ready. So okay, oh, okay.
that but to me it felt great that the age of consent was being brougiw n , It was.|

equalised at that point but that was a good advance. (Joshua, 41, Suffolk).

Voices which highlight injustice, inequality and discrimination, from individuals and groups,
have fas their corollary, t hederemahd Fawoi f

1998:47). For Joshua, an isolated young man, aware of his sexuality, but living with family,
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closeted and with no voice of his owsuch voices were an important beacon of hope during

his adolescent years.

Conclusion

While the previous chapter acknowledged and discussed the impact of legislative change, this
chapter has considered the background conditions to those legal changes, in other words the
context which helped shape the legislative advances, and which have brotightftom of
constitutional sexual citizenship for LGBT people. Here, we have reflected on the
transformational, social, and cultural changes witnessed in both Britain and Ireland, and
assessed the i mpact of these sthsammogessonfimor t he
and support Weeks6 proposition (1998; 2007;
changes which have had the most profound effect on gay people, advancing a liberationist

trajectory, which has given rise to thealled sexal citizen.

The background conditions responsible for legislative advancements, as identified by the men

in this study, include: a demise in the moral authority of the churches; the feminist and civil
rights movements; gay liberation activists; greatéremdity within society; economic

prosperity and globalisation; and new stories, voices, and representations within the media,

|l iterature and theatre. The mendés testi moni e
by legislation, have resulted in haigtrides in the cultural narrative about what it means to be

gay, and the place of sexual minorities within the national imaginary, and cultural affection, of

their societies.

In turn, these strides have encouraged the men, for the most part, to sidwarefully discard

their protective closeted cocoons, and emerge, as their social environments appeared to become
more open and inclusive; where their oppressors seemed less potent; wheregative and
stigmatising cultural narratives were increagnghallenged by new stories, and new voices

from an assertive gay rights movement; and where there was increasing understanding of their
sexuality as innate, and natural as opposed to debauched, and immoral. They saw other men
come out, especially publitgures, and the more they came ,dbe greater the impact; for

now you are talking about my brother, my uncle, my cousin, or my friend.

They recall how dramatic and recent social changes in attitudes towards gay peaple, ha

corresponded to dramatic pensl shifts in their own sense of sexual identity. They have, for
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the most part, metamorphosed from hidden, and repressed men, to men who are broadly open
and comfortable about assuming a sexual identity, an identity as gay men. As reflective agents,
they acknowledge the striking alteration in their subjectivity, and in the place of gay people
within their societies. In the words of one gay man, who attended a talk which | addressed, on

the findings of this study, in Norwich, July, 2017:

When | think that Btain has fortyfive openly gay members of parliament, and Ireland
has a gay primeninister, | have to pinch myself that this is actually real; so much of
the shame has just evaporated. This new generation will never know how bad it was in
the past.

Howe\er, a healthy note of caution is required. As the following chapters will illustrate, living
in the rural and smatbwn environment poses unique challenges for gay, ar@hwe see new,

fundamental, and worrying challenges arising on a global scale.
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Chapter 7. Life in the rural: a bleak house for gay men?

Dissident sexuality is rarer and more closely monitored in small towns and rural
areas. Consequently, metropolitan life continually beckons [to those types] who
become sexual migrants irntead of being isolated and invisible in rural settings
(in Howard, 1999: xiii)

Introduction

In using the above quote as an example, Howard critiques such commonly held views of rural
spaces, as places where queer sex wasHargoes on to discuss hdkis was not the case in

post war Mississippi (Howard, 1999deed, during this study | interviewed a man, Leo, who
had held partiefor other men in his rural homestead rural County Longford for a thirty

year period from the late 19608.an era whre there were few, if any, official gay venues in
Ireland, news spread of these parties on a farm in the rural heart of Ireland, where men could
dance, drink and meet others, within an environment of complete seclusion. Within a few years
men would travefor hours to attend his twice or thrice yearly weekenders. And 8ving in

the nonmetropolitasucha bleak and hostile experience for gay people? Or can gay men form
gay identitiegas opposed to just having séx}he rural? Fortyfour interviewswith gay men

in nonmetropolitan Ireland and England have unearthed examples of resilience, fortitude,
acceptance and a determination to live within the context of an environment which can and

does pose distinct challenges for LGBT people.

Before we hearral reflect on the testimonies of these men and their experiences of living as a
gay man in the rural and nonmetropolitan environment, | would like to address some of the

reasons these men choose to live here.

Gay Men Living in the Rural: Choice or Circumstance?

When ascertaining why my respondents choose to live in the nonmetropolitan space, it is

useful to form three classifications of men
0The Returnersoé6 (Twelve men) a&mdi hlee slbn @ao me r
who have never |l eft their general l ocal e; 0T
l ef t, and have now returned back to | ive; wh
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connection to the area but have migrated in. The nibhajof thetwelve men who had

mi grated into the |l ocale (i.e, O0lncomersd) a
few men had migrated into the Irish study region. However, a lot of men had migrated out of

the Irish region, and had since return€hdis was not the case in England. (See appendices 1

and 2 for more details, in respondent profiles).
Remainers

The reasons ORemainersd had never |l eft incl:
personal identification with their localbavinga 6 s e n s ¢ leawirig apd feac &f the

unknowna perception that a better O6quality of |
among some a defiance not to be O6pushed ou:

det er mi nat i ethingtofahisdlav@akdebuild aroral gay identity.

The i ssue of ageing parents figured prominen
There was a discernible desire to be nearby if and when something went wrong. Many of these
men, felt a sbng need to be close by, to be available and able to offer support and help. They
often felt that as unmarried men with no families, there was an unspoken duty of care expected

of them. Siblings who had started their own families were perceived as pegplaith their

own lives, bringing up children and the next generation. For the childless gathm#ask of

looking after parents as they grew old and frail was seen as a way they could contribute to
family and the common good. It provided a rakgay uncle antbr carer. Many of the men

accepted and indeed were enthusiastic about thiswloieh they saw as important and worthy.

Men without siblings felt they had no choice but to embrace elder care responsibilities. Ted

(60), an only child, neverved away from the family home in Suffolk. Leaving would have

left his mother living alone, but he wanted to look after her and support her. He worked in the
Royal Mall in the local town for twenty years and was a carer for his mother when she became

ill. At the time of the interview his mother had just recently dad he had inherited the

house. During the interview Ted was in reflective mood. Looking back over his life he
acknowl edged that he had fAgiven t htternebseoist y e a
resentment; he does not regret his decision. Tetgl lie is now too old to leave and start a new

life in the city, it would be too daunting and too expensive.

In a similar way, Stuart, 45 (Norfolk), also an only child, continues to live kvittmother in

the family home. He cannot countenance leaving her alone in the isolated village. He drives
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her to hospital appointments, helps with household chores and helps support the household

financially.

Some Remainers spoke of having a strongqgmatsidentification with their rural area. It was
Ahomeo. When they spoke of home they were n
(house) sense, rather home means a certain space and place, parish, county. A place where they
grew up, where thelyad been reared and where they had familial and social connections. They
speak of the comfort of knowing a place, of knowing its rhythm, its cadence, its people, its
systems and networks, of nuances, of having insider knowledge, of how things are done, of
local histories, the significance of certain places, houses or family lines. This was particularly
the case in Ireland. Confidence, familiarity, pride as natives of the place, of being part of the

mosaic, the fabric of the rural.

The work of Kennedy (2@) also found that the rural holds a connection to the land, and for
others, provides a mystical and a spiritual connection. Echoes of this could be seen in this study
also. For some, the physical environment included a sense of the historical, cultural an
spiritual connections of place. Finian,4%es in a village in County Sligo, close to his parénts
family farm, which has been in the family for generations. He can never envisage leaving to

live in a big city. He says that:

Something ties you here. gense of place. Absolutely yeah. Very much at home as
well, yeah. And therebés a | andscape out
ago of occupation up there, going back t
time, the cultural deptithe sense of the being of the place is important. Absolutely,
yeah.

Kennedyds (2010) study on gay men in rur al
expressing being at a loss to move to the urban context as it was just not for them. The rural
space was very much part of their identity. Leaving would be too big a shift. It is all they have
ever known. For other natives, moving would entail too much effort to leave and they lacked

the resources to do so.

The men in this study express similar ts@ents. For some men, knowing the familiar was a
safe choice when compared with the fear of the unknown. Leaving the safety and familiarity
of the known rural space for the city was an unpredictable and risky move especially for those
that did not have #h educational qualifications to go to university. Those who could go to

university made a move to the city inevitable (and a return less likely). On occasions | would
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hear people refrain that &éthose who)sumsn get

up a theme among many of those who never left the rural:

| left school with a very mediocre leaving cert. So | had neither the skills nor the
gualifications to go further afield with it. There was a sense of security of where | was.
The familiarityof where | was, the security that came along with my parents owning a
long standing business in Leitrim. | would have been totally ill prepared to consider
ever moving out.

Within Cyrilbés testimony, I am reminded t h;

influenced by the intersection with class or financial position. Men from local families with
connections to wealth, land, or businesses (which needed a future heir) often had to make, as
it wer-effodtdadesi ons bet we enomidally precariougagnd whi ¢ h
stayingand/or returimg to a more financially stable, and prosperous future. For a number of

men, therefore, leaving the rural and nonmetropolitan and/or staying away indefinitely meant
abandoning the potential of inheriting faynbusinesses or other forms of wealth, such as land

or property.

But even those with a university education, who in times past would have left for thereity

now encountering another issubigh rents in the cities and poor job opportuniti€sn, 24

(Suffolk) illustrates this perfectly. Tim lives with his parents in an ancient [mentioned in the
doomsday book] and pretty hamlet in rural west Suffolk. It is accessible only by narrow and
twisty country lanes. He attended university in the edb<ity and graduated with a good
degree. Thus far, Tim has not been successful in securiagniellemployment and like so

many of his friends, Tim is disillusioned and frustrated that thelibecal economic model,
together with government policiesadisterity and wider competitive globalisation forces have
helped create an insecure and poorly paid labour market, characterised by zero hours contracts
and precarious, unreliable work. He laments that there are simply not enough good graduate

jobs availdle, especially outside London and the big metropolitan areas.

| am of the generation struggling with the lingering effects of the recession and broken

promises of a O6university degree wil/l gi v

in thetdiattywas sold to usé[and so] ... I
in Suffolk- | do still occasionally get yearnings to move somewhere busier like London

or Manchester as some friends have donepasersity, but a lot of us have remained

here . ltés pretty disastrous from a dati
boring as it can be, Suffolk is home and can be the difficult to give up.

139

r

r



In an era of job insecuritgndexpensive urban living, the rural can become the safest option

for some.

For some remainers, the realities of occupation, job and employment is key to their not leaving.
Their reality is to have an occupation which is specific to the rural and which cannot be
transferred to the urban setting. Mac, 40 (County Roscommsamnfarmer. He inherited the

land from his parents (now deceased). He told me:

I know no other |ife, |l 6m a dry stock f a
and sheep]. What good is that to me in the city? | would be a fish out of water there. |
coul dndét be cooped up | i ke a rabbit i n so
around me.

Among someemainers there was a note of defiance on the question of staying or leaving.

AThis i s our space al s oCountyttongfmd).ongs to us to

When | asked Fitanwhy he did not leave his small village in south County Leitrim to live in

Dublin, Belfast, or even London, but rather only moved forty kilometres to live and work in a

town within the same rural region, he was indighat the presumption that such a move is a
natur al , preferable or inevitable choice fo
Looking through my notes, | underlined the w
it during the interview. Fitand i s pl ayed a determination to st
pushed out 06; not Heenjoyes the lecal drgnaaiclabs(dne di thesbestvim | |
Ireland), he enjoyed watching the local GAA [Gaelic Football] county team at play.

Furthermorehe enjoys the friendliness and banter with people in the local community. This

defiance to 66stay if I want todd was a com
|l eave and it was accompanied by a determinat
Returners

I n her research fieldwork results, Kazyak (
and who also fichoseo to migrate back. Among

back home, some returned to care for ageing family members wdesanoved back to the
smalltown environment to start a business, while others did just not find the idea of living in

cities appealing.

I n this study, the OReturners6é are men who a
The mainreasos f or t heir return were a ceamccerdn offor

the city, and to seek out a cheaper, calmer and easier pace of life. Some men also sought an

140



escape from the gay O6cl ub cul turracéararaigayt he 0O
identity rather than the urban one. Concern and worry for parents was also a powerful draw
back home. There were many more Returners in Ireltard rhen) when compared with

England fwo men). Perhaps one reason is a history of emigratem the west and from

northwest of Irelangdwith some emigrants returning.

Turlough (51) left County Roscommon for London in the late 1980s. He had a secure job in
local government (with the GLC) a job which he enjoyed. Living in London was a seminal
experience for Turlough. He came out, explored the gay scene, developed relationships, had a
busy social life and became actively involved with LGBT groups and trades unions
organisations in London. Turlough looks back on these years as some of the bdstfilinagpt

and liberating of his life.

Turl oughdés story reminds me of work by Fello
men have felt it necessary to abandon their rural origin in order to bring about an authenticity

in their lives. Duringthent er vi ew, Turl ough reminisced abo
di fferent persono, Afound his true sel fod. Mi
for Turlough and reminds us that quite often queer migrations constitute migration as
emancipation (Faier, 2000 cited irGreene, 2006)

However, Turlough was torn between o6l iving h

old and ill back in rural Ireland.

So, you see the reason | came back from London was mum, she got ill and | thought,

Jesums golidhg to be here in London andél Kkin
a phone call saying my mother died, you know. And I just, so | said look, just go back.
It was that, just a selfish thing RHhat I

51, County Roscommon).

Turl oughés father had died many years previo
His care and attention nursed her back to health. That was fifteen years ago. Despite her return

to health, Turlough has decided to rémlaving with his mother in the family home, afraid that

she will fall ill again. His many siblings live locally and have young families. He feels there

is an expectation on him as a single man with no children, to take on the responsibility of
primaryar er f or his mot her. However, returning
the closet 6. Oswald (2002) observes that wh
areas return, they can experience alienation, marginalisation and invisibiléy, afseH

i mposed invisibility (Brown, 1996 cited in B
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Jerome, 42 (County Galway) was a school teacher in Dublin. But he felt guilty that he lived
too far away from his par entdssingle mdhe feesdatf any

important to be close to his ageing parents, especially because of the farm work involved:

| was living and working in Dublin and my parents were 120 miles away running the

farm, and as time went on | could see them get old&nare finding it harder to cope,

and | kept thinking, wel/l l 6m not much gc
fodder the cattle at the weekends or whatever so that was one of the main reasons |
applied for a teaching post down the country.

The thene of guilt was a recurring theme, the guilt of allowing parents to fend for themselves

while one |ived oneds gay I|life in the city.

Interestingly, while he did return to his native area, he deliberately chose not to live on his
parent 6s f a stwllageoptinginstead te livanagosvm seme tweffitye kilometres

away. He did this to avoid the excessive scr
enough to be able to travel easily out to the farm and visit his parents when the seeHiaro

had made a deliberate choice of living nearby but with a suitably appropriate distance between
themsoasohaves ome privacy. He felt that ilostalhe had
sense of independese¢lf as a gay man, | would have navacy and no opportunities for
having people round to the houseo

In fact, most of the men in this study who remained in or returned to thenetrapolitan

space lived independently and separately from parents but within easy driving distance. In
returnng they were often giving up their individualist, urban gay identity. They subsumed the
possibilities of a gay life in the metropolis, and assumed a new identity, often as carer and
companion to ageing parents. Herein, we can appreciate the ways in whiotbar of men

had to negotiate family, and navigate elder care (Price, 2011). The ways in which family
responsibilities, and especially obligations towards ageing parents, intersect with sexuality are
complex and multidimensional, but for the men in tslisdy, the intersections invariably
resulted in a negotiation of their sexuality which forced a compromise between a personal
desire to be more open, and a need to recognising the limitations that elder care, in the family
home, in the rural locale, impasepon their agency.

While the pull of the parents was a dominant theme in explaining decisions to stay and/or
return, for two men (one in Ireland and one in England) who had been married and since
divorced, the key reason for staying did not primariiyolve parents but rather, to be close to

their children as they grew up. These men often had to counteract negative local, and spousal,
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attitudes to maintain contact with their children, but they succeeded and were dedicated to the
hard work of parentign Their children attend local schools, and as can be expected in cases of
gay parents, especially in small town communities, other children and teenagers attending local
schools overwhelmingly come from families with heterosexual parents (Rosenfeld, 2010)
Again, these men experienced an intersectional dilemma, whereby they felt the need to
negotiate and maintain a ngerformative sexual identity, so as not to embarrass, or be the

cause of bullying for their teenage children.

Returning homewas arsat egy used by some when -rtahceeyd wafnt
the city, to reassess the direction their lives were taking. For example, Theo, 31 (Suffolk) is
public school educated, aadiniversity graduate and has returned from London, so tlatrhe

freelance in social media management locally. Workingtfioie in the city in a highly
competitive environment within the context of ever growing work intensification has been
replaced with a beauti ful ( anahdtheradlieyjoatfaihat ( a
the worklife balance he has sought for some time. Herein, we see an indication of the
intersection of class and sexuality (Taylor, 2011) where Theo is afforded many more
opportunities and possibilities than some other men,althetfinancial and asset resources of

his family.

The theme of returning to the rural as a way to seek a better quality of life, a less frenetic pace
of life was important for others too. Cillian (32) trained and worked as a nurse in Dublin. He
returnedto live in the provincial market town of Longford and has purchased an apartment
close to his parents. While uncertain about how the move would turn out, he is:content

Rur al l'ife i s for me. Because i tcheaperr al mer
You know, it is easier to live. And you can have your dog. Exactly, do you know what
I me an, you can have your big dog, y ou
neighbourdés whinging. Do you know,toitds |
e I'tds just easier. And I can go for a pi
pub.

Unfulfilled career aspirations and a desire

number of the respondents who returned home. Dermot, 43 (COanan) tells us:

| came back home, to my native part of Cavan to start my own studio, close to my
parents place, a small entrepreneurial enterprise; because restaurant management work

in Dublin was badly hit by recession and | wanted to make more difergnd | also

felt | was getting sucked in by gay scen:
down.
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Dermot 6s reference to 6getting sucked in by
the other men who had returned to the nonmetropolitanesm both Ireland and England.

These men had grown weary of the gay scene. Some of the men saw it as increasingly vacuous
with the potential of luring them into a ckliénd world of recreational drug use (and more)

which they felt was not in theirbestt er est s. Returning 6éhomed to
as returning to a safer place, a refuge from the hedonistic temptations of the city. For these
men, it was a deliberate act of abandoning a lifestyle which might see them still clubbing in

their forties and fifties, still renting, still single. Some of them spoke about the gay scene as

something very exciting but it can suck you in and remove you from the real world.

Dermob and some other testimonies show men who found the efforts involvedrnitamaig

a certain type of metropolitan gay identity quite exhaustiagoo monolithic model of gay
masculinity, where the cult of body and youth reigned supreme. They felt a pressure to maintain

a gym fit appearance, and they grew weary of what thesidered to be a focus on sex, and a

general perceived need to conform to certain images and ideals of an urban gay male lifestyle.
Leaving the metropolitan means leaving these pressures behind, they cease to exist because
their environmental context thaivgs them meaning and substance ceases to exist. Leaving

the city and returning to the rural and small town environment means arriving back, to inhabit
soci al and cul tur al spaces where the mascul |
overt embellisment, and supresses expressive sexuality, becomes the mainstream norm, an
area where the rugged, Acowboy | ookod (Gibson

overly groomed metropolitan body, with its designer label tendencies.

Returning to theural space as a way of seeking and finding solace, physical isolation and space

to reflect was important for a number of men, including with Nicholas, 44, one of my longer
interviews (almost three hours). Nicholas lives in the remotest location of atitenyiewees

high up in the hills of Connemara. He lives alone with his three dogs. For Nicholas, the return
home was prompted by the need to be with his mother in the last months of a terminal illness,

but this also provided him the opportunity to escapkfestyle he had grown weary of.

Nicholas had lived overseas, for almost twenty years. He lived an exciting, high octane, fast
paced, Gwbai harddé | ifestyl e. He acknowl edge
with much money spent on holidayse gay scene and recreational drugs. Why would he return

to live in the most remote of locations?

| returned to be with my terminally Il mother in Galway for her final months and when
she died | decided to stay because | felt | was just too old (4@}l fthat visa, illegal
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entry stuff into the USAéand I was now a
excitement and craziness, enough gay scene, drugs, parties. | wanted to slow down, to

in a sense, detox from what had been a very exciting and vexyadide filled life , to

smell the fresh air, have some space and SILENCE, and what better place than
Connemara for that!

Aside from parental obligations, within Nich
discern a theme which seemed toeeflhis belief that age was an intersectional factor in his
decision to return. We see here, a theme which reflects the high status accorded to youth, and
attractiveness (often considered synonymous) within the gay world, with youth often providing

a formof social mobility (Brake, 2013:153). With his youth past, Nicholas returned with little

in the way of money or asset accumulation. Nonetheless, with the help of family connections

he set up a local business in the area.

When reflecting on why gay men wadukver decide to remain in, or move to the -non
metropolitan and rural space, it cée tempting to make an assumption that they are
deliberately and actively seeking the physical isolation, the wide open spaces and freedom of
movement that comes with lovopulation density areas. That they are chasing the rural idyll.

The peace and tranquillity of the &édcountrys
Greene (2006) on gay men in rural Australia found that many of the respondents stayed in the
rural for the physical isolation that came with living in that space. By contrast, this study finds

that the reason gay men remain in or move to the metropolitan are many and varied with
relationships and attention to family ties featuring prominently. In, facalysis of the

interviews indicatethat the aforementioned attractions of the rural were not the primary driver

for these men, with only a smal.l rprumary e r i de
motivation in their decision to live there. Somdé t he-seebeus al were in t
category.
Incomers

In addition to a small number of dedicated rig@ékers, it was interesting to observe that some
men had migrated into the English study region specifically to take up the offer of emeplpy

often in local government or in the energy, chemical and technology sectors. Only one man
living in the Irish region had moved there to take up employmethie labour market
opportunities in nortlwest Ireland may compare unfavourably to thoseerihast of England.
Finally, a small number of men in the English study region moved there to follow partners who

had moved to take up work and employment in Norfolk (both in the agribusiness sector).
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Men who moved as rurakeekers per se, believe thag tphysical landscagerolling fields,
beaches, forests, hills, fen, moor, rivers and lakessgffgychological and emotional peace.
For Harry, 46, the ability to spend his free time birdwatching, on the fens or the north Norfolk
coast is priceless. It i@n integral part of his life and is one of the main reasons he lives in
Norfolk.

For Malachy, 66, the attainment of physical isolation was one of the main reasons for his
moving from the industrial norttvest of England to rural County Leitrim. Malachy
deliberately chose to buy a small farm in one of remotest locations he could find. Not only has
he embraced the physical isolation, the physical isolation is the key reason he chooses to live
here. Greene (2006) found that the men in his study of rurakahastived there for the
physical environment and not the peopl e. Ma
from the nearest town. The landscape is one of hills, with rushes filling the wet fields, forest
plantations (on farms vacated many yeag®), derelict houses, moor and mountain in the
backdrop with the majesty of Lough Allen in the valley below his cottage. Malachy deliberately
sought out this place for the physical isolation it offered; the lack of noise; the lack of people.
Living alone he tends the farm and keeps some cattle and hens. This does not mean that
Malachy is living as life devoid of social interaction. On the contrary he sometimes drives long
distances to attend the occasional LGBT network meeting and has joined a loogfagbtog

club, but he does this in the comforting knowledge that he returns to his cottage and his perfect

isolation.

During my research | met with a group of pec
Lifestyle Set o. Thlypagofanegtablslied gaggooppineEastAnglia.a c t u
The official group was set up by Harry who had moved to the region from an overseas-English
speaking country to join his partner, who works as a local veterinary surgeon. Harry correctly

identified a ned to establish connections between LGBT people in this large rural area.

The group meets one evening every week in a local, traditional pub in a pretty coastal town. It

is a fine market town, with a pier, harbour, and a beach close by. It is a quaimvitwsome

solid Victorian architecture and becomes quite busy in the summer with tourists exploring the
coast and fens. I went along to one of the W
evening. About teitwelve people, of all genders, attedd®uring an evening of engaging
conversationl got to know more about these people and how and why they had come to live

in this remote but beautiful part of East Anglia. What | found most fascinating was that, with
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the exception of two or three local mbkers, the group was primarily comprised of people who

had moved from the citiemainly London.

Why did they move here? The answers became clearer as the evening wore on; they had come
here deliberately in search for a slower pace of life, and a plétéess traffic, less congestion,

less pollution; an environment which cleaner and less stressful. A place where beaches, dunes,
forests and fens lay on their doorstep. Most of those who had made this move from urban
metropolis to r uernadu g hséa iodf tthheey soéthraeds sheasd a n d
One man (an early retired school teacher) said that the final straw was a huge new development
of hundreds of apartments at the end of his road in Lgndbich had the effect of creating
constantongestion and noise. He spoke of the constantly expanding population with pressures
on every green space and the loss of independent retailers on his high street often to be replaced

with estate agents and coffee chains.

By contrast, this rural town hastained much of its traditional character and engaging with

village | ife was an altogether more Ohuman

€

staff had time to chat and engage. Most days

nearby leaches to walk their dogs, and they also had occasional informal coffee mornings in
each otherds houses. Kennedy ( 2 0hdhave madé er s
a conscious decision to move to the rural environment, but weeemtersectons with class,

and mobility (Taylor, 2011) in that their access to previous resources and connections provides
them with many more opportunities to enjoy a certain type of rural lifegtyliéestyle they

have chosen.

| formed an impression that these nmeere, in some ways, quite different to most of my

respondent s. They had moved from a |ife of

t

|l ei sured because they were able to do so, an

the most part thir sociceconomic position provided them with greater agency and choice.
Most were property owning and had sold flats or houses in the city for quite substantial sums
thus enabling them to purchase excellent properties in the area, with enough moowsyr left

for savings. Some kept small flats in the city and returned there for theatre and other social
events. Some had taken early retirement from their careers in London, some were retired or
semiretired; some were able to work freelance. All seemed fialycsecure and none

depended on public transport.
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These privileges marked them out as different from many of my interviewees. As discussed
earlier, for most men in this study the decision to live in themetropolitan space was based

on pragmatic, somptimes pressing reasons: concern for ageing parents, economic
circumstances, or a need for security, stability and refuge. They have been fully exposed to the
challenges of living as a gay man in the smetropolitan space but remain resilient and
determired to make the most of their situation and location. | could not shake off the perception
that the fACountry Lifestyle Seto were fortun
on alna fic ar ,taldedto choase thair termia a positionto take full advantage of the

good whilst able to avoid much of the ugly that the rura@yuality intersection can bring;

the daily challenges, humiliations and miaggressions (Rollock, 2012) that many of my

interviewees have faced over many yeaosking and living in these areas.

Kennedy (2010) al so suggests that such ATr
challenging social norms, attempting to bring their sexual identities into the discourse of
everyday life, and that this can sometimeshrg t ensi ons with the fAnat|
social pressures to conform to heteronormative cultures of the rural. This correlates with my
observations of the relationships between th
Set o antd, tbeatiocad gay, bi sexual and | esbi a
tended not to frequent the newly established LGBT group in their town. It had been set up by
outsiders. Perhaps the venue for the weekly meetings, a local pub, did not afford enoug
privacy. Whatever the reasons, | was told by the group that their perception and understanding
was that the | ocal o6nativeb6 gay population p
homes, organising house parties and such like. There waseed#gocial segregation and

separateness with a reluctance of || ocal Onat

For Al fie, 35 (County Sligo) who owns a smal
privileged in that they are able use their agency to craft a lifestyle for themselves which
all ows them to Ahave the best of both worl ds

Personally, | dondét think there any advan
oldercoupl es from Dublin] can create their
|l iving here because theyodve got [bought a
or country house, [often with a |little |
pivacy and i solation] and theyodve got the

Alfie has observed quite a number of gay couples who have moved from the cities to rural

areas, these couples are usually retired or have jobs that allow them to wordyefitwy
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often had friends from the city stay with them for the weekends and then they would perhaps
go to the local country pubs with their friends to listen to traditional Irish music or whatever.
They would go hillwalking and focused their time on themuntry homes. They would often
escape to Dublin or London or overseas on holidays. They resided in the country but seemed
apart. They had come to the country for the lifestyle, the scenery, tranquillity, physical isolation

and not the local people! Tteeare correlations with the work of Green (2006) in this regard.

However, for the men who took part in the interviews for this study, the majority live here by

choice, but it is a choice whigb constrained and driven by circumstance.

Life in the rural : benefits for gay men

Despite the perception that the nonmetropolitan can be a hostile and unwelcoming space for
gays and lesbians, some studies do show that there can be positives as well as negatives.
Quietness, tranquillity, natural beauty, lower aafdiving and proximity to family and friends

are some of the advantages that have been cited by gay people living in the rural (Cody &
Wel ch, 1997; Oswald and Culton, 2003; Presto
men in Wyoming reported the noajty as actually being very happy, they appreciated the

Arel axed, |l aid back, sl ower paceo and as on.

the street, knowing that when | meet someone

A number of repondents in this study referred to the benefits of the rural in having a sense of
community. When referring to a O6sense of <cor
referring to the presence of a 06glanerpetednmuni t
their notion of a 6dsense of communityd to re
a sense of people permanence. When you see the same people day in day out, they become
familiar faces, it becomes easier to engage in chat andecsation, social situations often

throw you together, you become aware of shared acquaintances, and common interests and
slowly there develops a chain of social interconnections that helps to construct and bind
together a community of peoplghofeel séi e i n t he knowl edge that
(Boul den, 2001; Preston & DO6Augel | i, 2013) .

an increased sense of collective identity forged around the locality and its community of people.

While many of theanen concurred with this, in general they were ambivalent about the benefits

of rural life for them as gay men. This quote is illustrative of a fairly typical answer,
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Mmm, | et me think, hmm, we l | to be hone
advantages fogay men [per se] except for the rgaly advantages of lifestyle, pace,

guality of environment that benefit people in general, but being gay, if being gay is a

big part of your life, then the disadvantages outweigh the advantages(fgailyn, 46,

Norfolk)
Throughout the fieldwork, men engaged- i n a
pong6, weighing up the O6pros and 6consod for

space. In many of the interviews, | noticed that the men wouldyenga type of selharrative
appearing to attempt to persuade themselves, convince themselves that the rural did add value

to their |Iives and that things werendt At hat

Patrick came to live in rural Donegal from a more urban part of southerndrelarely
because this is where his very attractive and well paid public sector job is located. He envies
the cultural activities, diversity and gay infrastructure and romantic possibilities that
metropolitan living could bring him. But he also acknowlexigeme of the advantages that

rural living can bring:

Il mi ghtnét have Soho but | have Murvagh S
go running on a Saturday mornir{Batrick, 48, Donegal
Many of the men became quite animated when identifyiegstgnificantly reduced living
costs, in particular housing costs. Many of the men know people living in the city and were
well aware, and often astounded and aghast,
never have this much living spaceinég ci t yo was a common refrair

clear that living outside of the cities was a clear winner.

Respondents believe that the rising rental and property prices in the large cities is actively
changing the longstablished pattern of ggeople migrating from the rural to the city. In
particular, the younger respondents would often muse that a rite of passage which involved a
period of city living was becoming increasingly unattainable for their generation. For them the
city is a place whre they are free to explore gay culture, seek romantic opportunities and where
the unexpected can happen. However, prohibitively expensive housingaoeatgenuine
deterrent. With no end in sight to rising property prices, the hopes of ever being hbjea

flat and make a life in the city as a home owner seem to grow more distant and remote every
year. Shut out of living in the metropolitan acts as an incentive to stay local, try to build a life
and career closer to home where there is at least gossailities of home ownership. With

increasing numbers now choosing to stay in the nonmetropolitan (a choice often dictated by
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circumstance), the issue of gay identity emerges. Surely the metropolitan gay identity does not
survive outside the metropot an bubbl e, so the question O0whs:

a moot question indeed and will be addressed later.

On one particular issue there was unanimous agreement, namely that advances in technology
and social media were providing new ogpaities for rural gay men and reducing the sense

of physical isolation from other gay people. The internet has quickly become a vehicle by which
rural [gay] men are able to branch out of the local and seek others fossaai@ connections,
Kennedy (2@0). For many gay men the Internet has taken on features of the urban gay
community in the sense that, men can now congregate via virtual places andlédweiisngs

to mind the work of Mowlabocus who argues that gay male subculture is now bothdigitall

and physically manifested (2010).

For the men in this study the arrival tbe internet, broadband technologndsmart phones

has made living in the rural more tolerable. It is possible to connect with othemiitkded

people, access LGBT informati@and meet others for friendship or sex. The point was made
that in such circumstances, l' iving in the «cc

both worldsé: tranquillity, natural beauty,

Life in the rural: challenges forgay men.

The men in this study spoke at length about the challenges rural life posed to them as gay men.
Perhaps this should come as no surprise given that the limited resegegfsamd lesbians in

the nonmetropolitarand rural has tended to identify, highlight and confirm the many
challenges faced by gay people which can include isolation, loneliness, lack of access to health
resources, marginalisation, exclusion and even viol¢Be# & Valentine, 1995; Cody &

Welch 1997; Fisher et al, 2014; Haréyd Chakraborty2015). In their study of gay men in
nonmetropolitan areas of the southern USA, F
in rural areas experience high levels of stigma with conditions such as soo@iéneity, lack

of anonymity, rural peopledbs | ack of knowl ed

beliefs contributing to this stigmatized environment.

The main disadvantages revolve around the lack of a gay social and cultural infrastructur
difficulties in meeting partners, isolation from other gay people, heteronormative social

attitudes, the perceived need to engage in performative masculinity, intense inquisitiveness and
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curiosity, objectification, lack of anonymity, and the unpredietabepercussions and

consequences of coming out in a rural environment.
Altés so difficult to meet other gay peopl eo

One of the most oft cited disadvantages was the lack of gay bars and venues. In the Irish study
region there was no dedicated gay bartahough t here were occasi on
nightclubs and the LGBT group 6Outwestd [th
Ireland] also organised occasional gay social events in the region. In the English study region
there are a smatlumber of gay bars in the urban conurbations of Norwich and Ipswich with
Norwich perceived as having the slightly better gay scene. For those men who lived in and
around these urban conurbations it was quite easy to access these gay venues. However,
Norfolk and Suffolk are large rural counties with large geographically disparate communities

and for those men living in the rural heartlands of these counties, gaining access to the towns
for entertainment or to attend social events, entailed complex negwiatiound transport and
accommodation. Similarly in Ireland, as Nicholas (44) who lives in remote Connemara points

out:

To go into Galway city, to the one gay bar there, means getting a taxi there and a taxi
backit hat 6s 100 eur o thérouhnaghthavétebookwa hotelrdomv e f |
in the city for a nighté..and to be hone

anyway
In fact, going to a gay venue for the Irish and English respondents often entailed an expensive
expedition to either Dubgli or London, a cost which was beyond the resources of some. The
lack of gay infrastructure, bars and venues is one of the main drawbacks of rural life for these
gay men. What they miss is not so much the alcohol (!) but rather the opportunity to share a
sci al space with other gay men (and women),
a place where they need not worry about showing ssreaffection in public; a place where

they can speak openly about intimate issues without fear of being ove(hedrjudged); a

place where they can flirt and flaunt without fear of heterosexist and homophobic censure.

For the men in this study the lack of gay venues accentuates feelings of isolation and
invisibility, it reminds them of the heteronormative cudtiuinegemony which characterises the

rural space and highlights their marginal status as gay men. The lack of gay bars and gay venues
denies these gay men and women the opportunity to socialise together collectively in social
spaces, free from conformistteeonormative pressures. Heteronormativity can be defined as

the institutions, structures, practices, identities, and understanding that legitimize and
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hierarchize heterosexuality as the normal, natural, and only socially and morally accepted form
of sexudity (Rubin, 1992). The lack of dedicated gay venues forces them into socialising in
straight, heter@lominant and heteronormative spaces which may be safe and accepting only
insofar as gay people conceal outward expressions of same sex affection. i@rdsetis to
challenge and unsettle tacit heteronormative norms or codes of behaviour which may well carry
social penalties such as ridicule, exclusion, harassment or even violent attack. But in complying

with such codes and norms, they are in effectudoig in their own silencing and invisibility.

Many men had previously lived in cities and they spoke of how in the cities, one can escape to
the refuge of the gay club, the gay bar, the gay restaurant, the gay café, the gay bookstore.
There are few if @y such escape routes in the nonmetropolitan space.

Charli e, 48, speaks about his area (North No

Il n the city there are |ittle enclaves and
so you have to g dcanthinkofa coupleafpubptoabifsyéu weare d
sitting together with somebody and start e
wi || draw attention to yourselfé..you | us:s
basically, most definitely not.

On a theoretical and ideol ogical l evel nse
i mportant, what Hubbard calls fiephemer al sit
that disrupt dominant geographies of heterosexuality by creating transtesyfa sexual

freedom and pleasure where the immoral is moral and the perverse is normal. The lack of a gay
scene impedes and restricts opportunities for meeting other gay [galssident] people and

reduces the possibility of establishing romanéimesex relationships.

While gay communities and venues are virtually -eaistent in rural areas, connections

bet ween gay peopl e, however fragmented, do
partners through a oOf r i e modmeménalaofrequantechtaudst i s n
towns in the region during busy periods in the hope of meeting visiting men. Some of the Irish

men mentioned bbcal smalltown which had become a very popular venue for stag and hen
parties Every weekend, hundreds ofgéaand hens converge on the picturesque riverside town

from all over IrelandSome of thearticipants in this studyavel to this town at the weekends

when, during peak season, many hundreds of men would be present in the town. With the
assistance of gagpps on smart phone, or by just luck, tseynetimes chance upomeetings

andencounter§ hi s brings to mind the work of Mowl al
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(2010: 200) highlighting how digitalo ftorants o

can reconfigure the spaces and places gay men move through and encounter one another (ibid).
60The rur al makes me an object of curiosityo

Living in an environment where there are few openly gay men results in a situation where men

who do discloseamdh o are open about their sexual or i
6categorisedd and recognised, seen through t
beast, an openly gay man in a rural or saw@Ain space. As such they can be the sthbpé

intense curiosity.

I n Kennedybd6s study of gay men in rural Canad
Abeing watched by many eyeso or being wunder
men in this study spokeabouw bow ¢he domrounity can stilbspecuiate e n
about you or have their suspicions about your sexuality. It might be that you are not married,

or that they have not seen you with girlfriends, or they have observed you having an undue
interest in fashiowr that you were perceived as urbane and cultured. Whatever the reason, men
can become the subject of O6ésexuality specul a
a small hamlet in west Norfolk. He moved there with his partner Chad two yeaft®aga

city in the northeast of England. He is not out in his local community, but encounters much

intrigue:

The little lady that runs the paper shop is a nice wee thing. | collect all my dog

magazines from there. She s @iadd gotahemme |, 0 C
yesterday6 and | knew she was fishing fo
togetheré. but | said, Oh OK Thanks and wa

waiting with baited breath for how | would respond.

Most of the men in this stly cited such examples of intense curiosity and of being asked
leading questions by some local people, and they were often unclear as to whether this apparent
6need to knowbé was simply for gossip, intrig
men operate is intimate and close and they interact with the same people over a period of time.
Invasive questions can and are asked, and at times it is difficult to interpret whether they are

asked with friendly intent or otherwise.

Many of the men who werin relationships spoke of, what | might call, gwever of the stare
when they were in social settings as a couple. It can be difficult to go unnoticed as a same sex

couple. For Kazyak, this visibility occurs and is sustained via the interconnectesl afatural
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life and being seen at various places in the town with the same person. This visibility is tied to
being seen with your partner rather than hanging a rainbow flag outside (Kazyak, 2011).
Nicholas recalls the time when his overseas boyfriendlo§acame to live with him in

Connemara:

| must admit | was always more comfortable walking into the local pub on my own

rather than with Carl osé. . because of that
el know 1t sounds st upgntodhe pub bn awimerms nighto u 6 r e
where therebts -omdy tbeaj sadagemenmd | canot

look up, and they did look up and stare, and the look was disapproving from some,

di smissive from othersbuSomebpebbphbeéei dgdns$
thereds the gay couple. é.and | remember
together in the local shop and Carlos might shout over, Do we need bread hunny? And

the shop staff would look up at us and at one another

Pu simply, by socialisingasamalesasie& x coupl e you attract atter
For Gavin (44) and Philip (72), even the sim
Day to a local restaurant ended up making a statement aadtedticurious glances and the
occasional snigger. Gavin says that they brace themselves for the first ten minutes because
there will be looks and whispers but after that it usually dies down. Most of the gay men in this

study recalled similar occasionssacial spaces such as shops, pubs, restaurants.

ltds not only same sex couples. Even the sin
and distrust, stereotyped as a sexual predator and a slightly sinister and lonely figure. Preston

& D 6 Ai2913) atgue that people living in rural communities often only understand LGBT
people based on common stereotypes. Often, t
and common to other LGBT people can cgxperie
2012) as outlined by Nadal (2013).

Charlie, 48 (Norfolk) mentions something that happened to him while he was waiting for me
on the evening of our interview [the interview was held at the pub which hosts the local LGBT
group]:

For example, when | wagaiting for you, | walked up to a young man because | thought

he might be you and | said, Oh Are you Aida#é looked at me with such complete
di sgust as i f |1 was {coming on to him}ébu

Examples of small but significant slighsuch as these abound. Mac (44) lives on the remote
family farm in County Roscommon. He lives alone, his parents having died. Mac is most

certainly not out but he feels that people in the locality whisper and speculate about his
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sexuality. He is unmarrteand the community knows he has never had a girlfriend. He feels

his life has been lived under their social microscopic lens. He has met men for sex through gay
dating sites. His house is located on a narrow (but widely used) country road and henis certai
that | ocal people have commented about the
hours of the nighto. He was seeing a man (T
people slowing down while dri vifthgycqasee hi s
another man coming or going from the house. He says that it is quite common for local farmer
neighbours to stop by and chat about farming, or ask for the lend of machinery and such like,
but he has noticed that they will never enter theskao conduct the chat indoors or never

enter for a cup of teasomething they would regularly have done while his parents were alive.
Local men avoid been seen alone with Mac in

by associ agtarmshen with the sameebrush of sexual deviance.
The rural does not permit PDA

Many men feel that another disadvantage of living in themetropolitan space is that they

feel it inhibits public displays of affection. Gay men and lesbians face yartidiiemmas
regarding public displays of affection (Boul
2013) and this can be especially problematic in the nonmetropolitan, small town and rural
setting. Rural spaces are highly heteronormative spacelsasimimg nuclear (heterosexual)

family lives and stereotypical gender roles and interactions (Annes & Redlin, 2012). Cyril feels

that the provincial town culture inhibits casual PDA (public displays of affection)

| will occasionally show my partnersigs of affection, 1611 gi v
in the car, even on the street in town without thinking about it. But then again, if Finian
puts his hands in my pocket, while we are
say, STOP!l, doyourro know where you ar e, youodre wa
t own, people dondédt need to know this and

In particular, Cyril worries that such displays will only draw attention to them as a couple,
cause gossip and thismightf f ect Fi ni ands barber shop busi.
report that gay men who owned businesses worried about keeping their businesses due to social

attitudes and reactions.

For them, displays of intimacy in public spaces are not private casulainking affairs; such
displays assume political significance that can invite negative reactions. The men spoke of the
rural space as having its own unwritten codes of behaviour with same sex intimacy firmly off

Il i mits. Many of t lawe hatecideneds wheng theydave leentjokingly h
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told by friends and family, for example when attending weddings, and stag parties and such

|l i ke, Ato behave themselvesod (Enda, County L
County Longford), andiyoud6r e not going to snog, or dar
Norfolk).

The men see such supplications as proof that gay men in the rural setting are being offered
forms of conditional acceptance, predicated upon not breaching certain codes of webaviou

not performing or showing any sareex intimacy or affection. This reminds gay people that
they are welcome and included only so far. It also forces them toesedbr so as to avoid
unsettling or upsetting the hetero norms and unsettling the ®@efieace accord that equality
legislation has brought.

There was a consensus among the men in this
witness PDA. They donétexwamttitmackhnowhalyowton
expressed. Gay meare tolerated and accepted on condition that thegesaalise the
performance of their gay identity. It must appear in word only. Never manifest in a physical,

intimate or erotic sense.

Graeme, 32, (County Longford) recalls the time he did kiss a mamvatk social event; the
reactions of his (mainly female) work colleagues was a mix of voyeurism and disgust. One of
t he women felt that such a kiss in the publi

of the towno for weeks | ater.

Men madeclema di sti ncti ons bet ween what woul d be

against what was impossible in their small town environment

| suppose when | 6ve been with blokes in t
i n the mai n s tunemfortablelaliout doing tbat and tbefe wéredome
occasions where some guys were sort of shouting abuse at us and that sort of thing.
Whereas you walk through Trafalgar Square or Sghe opl e donoét seem
(Joshua, 41, Suffolk)

The perceived inahiy to simply hold hands in public in their own locales irked many men. In
their study of handholding by lesbian couples in North America, Che et al (2013) label
handholding as a political act whether it was explicitly avoided in public spaces (out)of fea
or boldly done as a defiant display. Both are indeed political, with Che et al arguing that one is
resignation to subjugation and the other a refutation of such fear. Their study shows that while

handholding by lesbian couples in public has become cwrenon in the past twenfive
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years in North America, it still remains an overtly political act or risky behaviour. In this study,
none of the men felt it safe or wise to engage in public handholding in their local areas. And
yet, for Brown (2007) allowig for expression of sexuality in public spaces rather than just in
designated gay urban communities, is a constructive and practical attempt to offer a non
hierarchical, participatory alternative to a gay scene. The nonmetropolitan areas in this study
are quite some distance from this, despite the presence of equality legislation and equal

marriage at a national level.

But it goes beyond public handholding, testimonies from these men reveal the extent to which
they engage in selfensorship in both publiend private settings. While there may be greater
acceptance, such acceptance as does occur is contingent ugoerfioomative gay identity;

in fact no expression of intimacy whatsoever.
The rural insists on hegemonic masculinity

Preston & Dhéatmgseghyimen irargra aregas adopt, whether consciously or not,

a traditional masculine gender role which facilitates community and family acceptance. In their
study exploring gay mené6és subjectivity in Fr
this as adoeningdinheéasoabout mascul inityo.
rural cultures, these men tend to adopt similar hetemtred ideas, ideas which are coercive

and disciplinary as they homo scelineiderities. inr a | g
their study they found that even as rural gay men came together to assert and support their gay
identities, being masculine and looking straight were clearly appropriate and desirable features.
During my interaction with gay men ime local groups, | observed how masculinity was

val ori zed and prized. A number of men woul d
or fipeople say they would never have guesse

machoo. | n enimate was slearly dibparagedy e f f

Masculinity and in particular notions of hegemonic masculinity (Connell, 1995), which limit

the possibilities of identity negotiation by gay men, for new intimacies which would unsettle

or threaten the existing gender ord€ooper, 2013: 73) are powerful concepts, and they are
apparent in this study. The men feel the need to strive to fit a conventional model of masculinity

in order to pass as fAnor mal 0. The n@p@en i n m
environmentp | ace a premium on displays of mascul
from an early age; they too strive for and perform masculinity. Many of the men feel that their

rural locales may accept their identity as a gay rhdreyare macho and masau#, but to be
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effeminate and gay is quite another matter. Here we can see that it is hegemonic notions of
masculinity that are important, with images of rural masculinity emphasizing physical strength,
hardiness, and individualism (Bell, 2000; Bell 2066i Pr est on & DO6 Augel | i,

Annes and Redlin note that for gay men MfAmas
(2012:277) an idea which is reinforced by recent work by Silva (2016) on rural straight men
who have what hsee xroe f8%6)swheep straight ruiabamdimarried men
engage -sienx 0t b uad s p e c-indleisex thatyemrced their mueal neasculinity

and heterosexuality. Through complex interp
non-normative sexual préices- those usually antithetical to rural masculinitige construct

normative masculinity. Again, we see the prioritisation of masculinity over sexuality.

Boul den (2001) argues thamascolthedrbeabvcont
not permissible and are not be tolerated in public. The testimonies of the gay men in this study
demonstrate that they see being masculine as a necessary survival strategy and the rural gay
men in this study are, as Annes and Redlin also note, vigilantt d@bem lives - their
appearance, their behaviour, and their social networks (Annes and Redlin, 2012). Turlough

remarks that:

You can come out but donot come out t oo f

better not wear that pinkshirt withtheblhe hat , you know. Therebo
accepted at here. I n London or even Dubli
that in the street in Boyleéthey wild.l sa:

stuff like that) (Turlough, 51, Counfgoscommon)

Most men, in both Ireland and England, agreed that dress code which deviates from the macho
norm is a subversive act. To be a ywmmformist in such matters was not without consequence.

The men in the study are acutely aware of the importdrdress code, of appearing masculine

and macho. Graeme, 32 (County Longford) spoke about the dress code among men in the
Acountryodo as being Asafedd and fAnot | oudo. T
respondentsvho talked about dress codeuntry men wear clothes that are not too colourful

or flamboyant. Here we can see the role that normative hegemonic masculinity plays (Cooper,
2013: 73). Graeme (32, County Longford) says he finds it difficult to live up to such normative
conceptions becae he likes fine clothes, and is fussy about his appearance; whereas men in
the fAicountryo are supposed to be buff, stron
or effected, enjoy a pint in the pub (not wine or gin & tonic), be involved insgspecially

GAA,rugbyorsoccemot be overly interested in reading¢
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In the 2001 study on gay men in Wyoming, Boulilen r e spondents refl ect
that tend to be more masculine, and less stereotypigallyin appearance tend to survive
better. Chances of being happy in a rural a
(Boulden, 2001:67)Sedgwicks ( 1 9 9 ¥ )f eeneirmmo pfhobi ao (the fear
relevance here, whereby the effeminaan is either, depending upon the context, a figure of

fun or a monster to be feared (Richardson, in Annes & Redlin, 2012). Effeminophobia can be
particularly pronounced in rural areas where there is an image of rural masculinity emphasizing
physicalstregt h, hardiness, and individualism (Bell
2013).

The rural requires self monitoring

Men in this study spoke of how they need to engage ircealorship, the need to continuously
check yourself, your mannerismanguage, inflections and behaviours lest they betray your

sexuality and/ or betray your lack of masculine capital.

Men selfcensor in a whole host of ways, in the way they talk, the way they walk, in things
they say, things t heyndaorbétr dsdgy .c aTult & yo uasr e fa li
the codes, violations that can have implications:

|l would never flaunt it in peoplebs face
not involve flamboyance, it does not involve demonstrating yoatiogiship through

PDA, it does not involve performinginanoma s cul i ne way, and you
boat outdé too far (Mel, 46, County Longfo

The gay men accepted that they engage ircegl§orship they felt this was a pity but that it

was a necesary requirement of living and surviving in the social landscape -c8e#forship

was often aimed at avoiding 6trouble at the
diverse, nonmetropolitan, heteronormative society. They felt these tensionsmueese

profound in rural areas simply because of the lack of diversity, the lack of a visible gay

community and the dominance of hetero cultures.

The gay men in this study were all too aware of the stereotypes that abound about gay people
and of the specitiissues in rural communities where the sheer lack of visible gay people meant
that people in the community were simply unaccustomed to examples of gay couples, gay
intimacy and gay community. Their testimonies often reveal that they feel the need iataegot

their sexuality, accommodat e -sexualisethemselges, d o wn
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their language, homes, and clothes so as to avoid unpleasant reactions, marginalisation and

exclusion.

For those gay men who did not migrate overseastbetbig cities, the evidence to date is that
they have had to remain largely invisible in order to live in rural communities (Green, 2006).
In, Out Our Way: Gay and Lesbian Lives in the Courfgiprdan concludes gay men living in
rural areas of Canada eft feel the need to ensure that their lives are sanitised and de

sexualised in order to be tolerated (in Green, 2006).
60The rural requires vigilance at all ti mes:

A recurring theme in both the Irish and English inienws was the need for gay men to be
vigilant. This aligns with Bouldends study
described being constantly aware of their surroundings, of being-bgpsitive or hyper

vigilant, about being on guard and constaagessing and monitoring their behaviours, the
physical environment and the attitudes of people around you. In this study, men spoke of the
need to be cautious in public places. Stanley, 65 (Suffolk) frequents the local pub but always
ensures that he nevgets too inebriated, as to do so might risk him letting his guard down,
might tempt him into conversations that he would regret later or that he might get mixed signals
and flirt with another man which, hesagsoul d resul t i n @nefapmench t o
were very circumspect about making suggestive eye contact, what gay men might refer to as
cruising a guy in the local public realm. They spoke of feeling free to do this in London or
other big cities, but they worry that random cruising or esl@wing an interest, a smile to a

person in the locality could backfire and illicit aggressive rebuke. Furthermore, the offended
indi vidual mi ght spread gossip in the | ocali
the street trieditonwithen t he ot her dayo (Stanley). Such

stigmatisation.

In general, there was an underlying apprehension that violence towards LGBT people lay very
much under the surface; and that in certain situations and under cedamstances gay men

could easily be the victims of unprovoked attack, verbal or physical. Many of the men spoke
of being particularly wary when out in local towns during weekend nights. Young men in
groups are to be most avoided and any sign of same&xduld almost certainly invite
unwanted, and potentially violent reactions. A study on violence against LGBT people in rural
areas of Britain suggests that hate crime can be an everyday reality for rural gay people and a

perception that they were moiigdly to be the victim of hate crime if they were noticeably
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different, potentially making those in villages particularly vulnerable where difference can
stand out more (Hardgnd Chakraborty2015).

Aside from violence and harassment, gay men can ergronmtroaggressions in everyday
encounters. Alfie runs an antique shop in a village in County Sligo and recalls the day a

customer, came in to the shop:

A | ocal man came into the shop [got to ch
fancymen,doy ouSbhmet hi ng | i ke that. I canodot rem
sai d, 6That depends on whoés askingd and
sai d, No | donét. Because the .WAfig,35he saic
County Slgo)

Aside from the threat of violence, the men are sensitised to the possible social penalties that
might befall them if they engaged in conversations about sex or intimacy. Even simple and
innocent compliments or remarks about handsome men in the comnuight be
misconstrued and can foster disquiet and insecurity among straight folk. And so, gay men are
6on guarddé, and exerci se jantrotlesicthey veere toecnaket i on,
any misguided remarks which could be mistakenly int¢éepreand become the subject of

gossip. They feel that in the transient, diverse and open metropolitan city one indiscrete and
embarrassing conversation, a soci al I nt er a
conseqguence: you might never see the peagam, but in the small town or rural context, that

person is still present, it is likely you will need to interact with that person time and time again,

the conversation might not be forgotten and might provoke gossip. Gay men in the rural are
acutely awee that given the intimate nature of rural communities, one needs to be careful,
discrete and silent. In a smatiwn environment if you alienate this one and that one pretty
soon youbve got nobody (Kazyak, 2011) .

The gay men in this study feel that thésea strong underlying suspicion of them as sexual
predators from many fellow rural dwellers, and some people have preconceived notions that

gay men might try to recruit their teenage sons or seduce husbands or boyfriends.

Conflation between homosexugliand paedophilia was also mentioned by a number of
respondents, particularly in Ireland. Nicholas (44, County Galway) believes that years of
publicity around clerical sex abuse, usually involving priests and teenage boys, have hindered

the understandingf gay men by many rural falk

|l believe that an awful | ot of prejudice
gay youbre a pervert and youbre a child
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believe the media has a lot to answer foraose they have always associated, you
know, paedophiles, a child molester, pervert with gay men. And that would be
especially true the whole thing with the priests and the church and all that.

Orhe rural makes you reluctant and wary about coming oud

60Gowi ng outd in these nonmetropolitan and ru
harmless or private act, instead it is an intensely significant and highly political act. Preston &

D6Augel I i (2013) refer to theybmpwpaos beisirmue
everybodyds business. This knowledge of othe
mi ght i magine because there is no place to a

few people in the rural invariably means knowledgk spread in what some men referred to

a o0domino effecto. This results in a | oss o
di sclose. Apart from the uncertainty of othe
becoming known and brandedtasre 61 oc al gay6 weighed heavil

men in my study. Openly gay men are still a rarity and a novelty in these locales.

Malachy (66) lives half way up a mountain in a remote area of County Leitrim. On the few
occasions he has argad to meet people at his home (arranged through social media and only
possible if they have a car) he has found it easier to meet them in the local village and then

drive them to his house. He recall s nothee post
nice young man visit you |l ast weeko. How she
At he bush telegraph is strongbo.

Malachy wonders that if it became confirmed or known for sure that he was gay, would his
neighbours, the lady in the shothe publican, would they pull back, withdraw from
conversation, would they look at him differently, become less friendly, would the men
especially behave differently (guilt by association)? These are questions that Malachy ponders
and the answers are sifioant for his life in this community because they (the neighbours)

are going nowhere. It is a permanent community. At the moment by ignoring or dodging the
guestion of his sexuality he gets on well with thénit he is not going to risk damaging these
good relationships because he is uncertain of their reaction. And once you confirm it to one

personi others will soon know on the bush telegraph.

Men with families in the local area were particularly attuned to the sensitivities around coming
outt Aswaf ound i n Preston & DO6Augelli 6s study, s

close to family do not want to risk rejection from family members by disclosing their sexual
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orientation and so remain closeted whisd hi dd
they lived in metropolitan spaces went back in the closet once they returned to the rural space.

Often they would indicate that they did not want to cause embarrassment to elderly parents.

The mends testimoni es di efhéireenwiroamemt,ahey disteusts and
their locale will offer unconditional support and acceptance. Theo, 31, (Suffolk) provides an
excellent illustration of this. Speaking of his experience of living in London for a number of

years and his recent returnlisce back in his native town in Suffolk he says

I n London, you get a sense that even if s
gay people around t he myoaknavthdiomdondoeglout ept g
| 6m not so sure Suffolk does.

Thus throughout my study the men question whether the nonmetropolitan wants them. The
Irish respondents asked themselves this when the results from the 2015 Referendum on same
sex marriage (which passed nationally) returned a much more ambiguous result in their
constituencies with one constituency in the study region (the very rural Roscommon & South

Leitrim area) being the only constituency in the State to vote against same sex marriage.

Rural spaces also play a significant role in shaping national identtyreaginary and rural
spaces are sources of rural romanticism; they are also highly heteronormative spaces
emphasizing nuclear (heterosexual) family lives and stereotypical gender roles and interactions
(Annes & Redlin, 2012). In Ireland, respondents wdutghlight how rural life still beats to

the rhythm of children, christenings, communions, confirmation, marriage and death, all
supported by the rituals of the church. Myths abound, of rural Ireland as the real Ireland, pure
Ireland, where the family arfdith are strongest, where the good and wholesome work of the

land takes place.

In both study regions gay respondents would privately muse (sometimes on verge of despair)
about the lack of critical mass, of other gay people in their areas. They spethdatecny

people leave at the first opportunity if they can. Many of those who stay behind, are thought to
marry and have sex with men 6éon the sided. T
men to hide, to try and pass, cover up and pretemd. 46 (County Longford) wonders how

many gay people there are reall yuplonglomelyg i n

lanes .

Magnus, 64, (Norfolk) talks of one such person, a farmer whom he has befriended
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His name is Bill, he is married i a couple of kids, he is not going to ditch all that
and move to Londonéhe just wants a qui et

wi t h, and through him I got to know wher
pleasant guy who has no passiondbanging thingshe just wants an outlet for his

sexualityéhebés not into the |l atest fashio
events in the cityéhe would |i ke someone

he can meetup forsex,thgro back t o respective partners
not to jeopardise anything.
Men in both study areas feel that there are niahys situation. Many of the respondents have
met up with men who are in a heterosexual relationship (often maomeday dating sites.
However, for the gay men in this study who are out or partially ant who are interested in
starting a relationshipcloseted and married men are not promising material. The chances of
starting a relationship with such a man smmeall and complicated and hardly desirable if there
are wives and children involved. Those men who are closeted and singleseted with
girlfriends are often nonoreopen to the idea of settling into a sasex relationship living
with someone in thiocal area for all the reasons outlined earlier. As one Irish respondent puts
it:
| think a lot of gay men get out if they can, and those that stay are either deeply closeted
and/ or are in straight relati ongxgedteds or n
There are quite a lot of gay men living in these rural parts but they are all either married
so damn afraid to come out that the possibility of them settling down with a boyfriend
in apublicrelationship is slim(Cyril, 49, County Leitrim)
ThisremindsmeofPr est on & DOAugel l i 6s (2013) work wh
most difficult thing a rural gay man can do is set up a household with another gay man in a

very public way, letting others know that they are a couple.

Despite experigcing intense local curiosity of suspected mammative sexuality many of the

men agreed with Bouldenés study (2001) that
know if someone is gay or to have their suspicions confirmed because that woulthéonce

to take a stance ontheissuiet woul d break the dondét ask, do

level of legitimacy to a gay identity.

Conclusion:

So, is the rural and small town environment a bleak house for these gay men? One might be

tempted toaccept the fact that they choose to live in these areas, as indicating that the
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intersection between gayalesexual identity and the nonmetropolitan space is benign; and by
default that these areas are not hostile, or bleak for the gay man. Howeverysive m
acknowledge that the choice to remain in, or return to, the rural locale, is often predicated not
by a desire to seek a rural idyll of peace, tranquillity, or to be surrounded by nature; but rather
due to a lack of alternative options, such as, lackibis, education or financial resources; or
conversely that there exists significant family resources, such as land, property, and
commercial businesses, that make staying, or returning, an economically attractive option. In
both scenarios we can discamersections with class and social mobility (Taylor, 2011).
Other reasons which explain why many of the men remain, or return concern family
relationships.Perceived caring obligations to elderly parents play a significant role in
determining why theyt®uld not leave, or why they need to return. Family ties to the rural
locale are clearly significant to many men, and these are cited as crucial aspects of their
multiple identity, and as important forms of social interaction, ideggendence and inter
relationality, from which they do not want to be separadtee intersection between the men,
their sexuality, and their biological, heterosexual families however, often requires that they

negotiate how they express and perform their sexual identity incdhkedommunity.

In fact, the heteronormative cultures of these study areas, requires a continuous negotiation of
sexuality, masculinity and identity. The men are aware that gay people can be considered
outsiders, because they do not conform to the traditidemily values exemplified by
heterosexual relationships that produce chil
face particular issues due to dominant cultural narratives that privilege hegemonic conceptions
of rural masculinity; the absencé lmomointimatefriendly social spaces; the domination of
heteronormative, and heterosexist public spaces, which often police and censor any displays of
samesex affection; the lack of visible sarsex relationships; and a perception that they must

not beseen to unsettle, or disrupt, cherished cultural norms around family, and community. In
this regard, while the rural, and small town environments may not be bleak as physica) entities
they can be isolating, lonely and alienating cultural spaces, and gralsed of values, norms,

and narratives that compel the gay or bisexual man to subjugate the sexual, intimate and
political self; which in turn can lay bare a rather bleak future, in terms of realising a position
of identity pride, and the experience ofeguine, homemancipatory form of sexual

citizenship.
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Chapter 8. Coping with life in the rural as a gay man

AWhen speaking on the question of how gay
areas: to be honest, the gay people who stay here, mostly edyy staying in the

closet, and not coming out; thatos the wa
come their wayo

Introduction

The above comment was made by a gay man at an informal gathering of one of the rural LGBT
networks. The comment invitesenio ponder on two issues. Firstly, the comment underscores

an emphatic belief among most respondents that, in all probability, a majority of gay men did

end up leaving the areas. In other words, coping by getting out. The men offered no evidence

for this assertion, although such sentiments chime with -vedlearsed geographical and
comingof-age narratives; ataleof riitebtu r ban mi gr ati on which reco
gay subject brought up outside LGBTQ communities, in the nhonmetropolitan spaceyone da
realizes he is different, and leaves his rural upbringing to head to the big city where he comes

out into adult gayness and lives happily ever after, embraced by hislurhane d communi t
(Schweighofer, 2016:227).

Secondly, the men seem convinced tihat majority of gay or bisexual men who decide to

remain, deal with the troublesome intersection of sexuality and rural, by simply not coming

out. The belief is that many hidden men engage in discrete sexual relations, but avoid and resist
any public affimation of a gay identity. The problem with such coping strategies though, is

that it coppeffastens the absence of sexual minority subjects from the consciousness of the
rural, and contributes to the cultural denial, erasure, or ignorance of lesbiarsyamémgin

the nonmetropolitan space (Brown, 2000; Watkins and Jacoby, 2007; Schweighofer, 2016).
For the most part, most of the men in this ¢
be said that some inconsistencies remain about when and to whomy ar e Oout o

example, some are reluctant to come out at work (see appendices for respondent profiles).

The mends testimonies reveal coping strateg
| ocal community,; a do pt apprgachafredqenn a@sdapesh stiksing Do n G
technology to reduce social isolation; and joining a local LGBT group, or another gay social

group.
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Coping by selective engagement

The men in this study have developed coping strategies to deal with the varidersgesathat

living in the rural and nonmetropolitan space can bring. Many of them spoke of the need to

take a pragmatic and philosophical approach to living life as a gay man in the rural, to have a
Aget on with it attitudeod a npdnenatsadiSGBTygroupo A ma
meeting, Ireland). This meant accepting the limitations of the space and trying to deal with the

intersections between space and sexuality. For John Paul, 25 (County Leitrim) this is an

essential Ofr awimginthdrurani nddé f or sur
Il think | have developed a more philosoph
to be, will be. So I 6m not going to pull
that you have to be content with your lot there and thea.8e& s e i f youodre

| ooking for this elusive whatever youol |l

John Paul has accepted that an urban, metropolitan gay lifestyle is simply not feasible nor
realistic in rural Ireland. He has also accepted that he must ooniga, adapt and amend his
life according to his location. He is an only child, lives close to his parents and an array of
aunts, uncles and cousins in the locality. He is not out except to some of his university friends
in Dublin. To disclose more widely his Leitrim locale, would subject his family to much

scrutiny and intrusive gossip.

John Paul speaks of his O6selective engagemen
family dinners, family events, visits the occasional neighbour, atsads local events (such

as the annual music festival) but avoids soc
with locals. John Paul considers many of the locals to be rather ill informed, country folk, with

little exposure to diversity and défence. He does not want to be the subject of their gossip

and intrigue. Many of the men spoke of deliberate selective engagement and strategic
avoidance, carefully choosing where to go, where to avoid, who to avoid, times to avoid,
exercising care in havg certain types of conversations with certain local people. In following

such a path, they exercise control over the level of interaction with the wider commanity
strategy that gives protection from the inquisitiveness of others and is linked tsetfrar of

physical and emotional safety and security (Boulden, 2001).

One of the most symbolic examples of withdrawal strategy encountered during the fieldwork
was in deepest rural west Norfolk. Darren, 44, lives with his ssereartner on the edge of a
pretty hamlet. They do not frequent the local pub, and they do not engage in any meaningful

interaction with the local community. They moved here a few years ago but find the community
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quite insular, conservative and inquisitive. They do not know any g#hecouple in the area.

They feel they are the topic of much intrigue and gossip. Darren dislikes the physical and social
isolation of the area, and he feels it is too far from urban centres, but has come here to follow
his partner 6s . area, bptlorhben enfosintere@ seme cariosityh especially as
they were wo men living togethersetting up home together, whithr e st on & D& Au ¢
(2013 consider to be a profound, and often brave decision in the context of local rural
environmentsAs peoge would walk past their bungalow they would often look up towards
the house as they were walking by, Darren insists that they were looking if they would see
anything salacious! By constructing a new high wall complete with sseerthrough gate with
intercom system around the circumference of their property, they are in effect, keeping
themselves apart from the community. They travel away to socialise (they are heavily involved
in national and international dog shows) and they host friends who travenoftom afar.

They reside in the rural but they are separate from the community and social culture of the

village - by choice.

Many other men said that they avoid community interaction at times. Neil, 42, and his partner

do not socialise much in theioime town in County Donegal. When they have ventured out

locally at weekends, they have experienced occasional verbal abuse in local nightclubs and
bars, and while such incidents have been rar
out in certairenvironments. Thereforthey prefer to save their money and spend it on overseas
holidays.

We do not go out as in socialising in the pub. We like to save our money and we go
away two or three times a year. You know we go to Philadelphia, we go to ®pain,
go to Brighton or to London specifically to go and see friends we have there but also

for the gay scene, the gay nightlif e, hav
cannot be bothered and because you will still get a little bit of that negatigative
name calling or itbdéds still, It still happ

had, that kind of makes us a little bit edgy.

Coping by adopting@ o n 6t As k, Dodnb6t Tell strategy

Rural life facilitates both anonymity and visibiljtthere can be both implicit and explicit
recognition of sexual identity, but not one that is necessarily talked about (Kazyak, 2011), and

a live and let live attitude and greater interconnectedness. There can be situations where
everyone knows you are ygabut where you are not supposed to acknowledge it (Boulden,
2001) . Many men in this study avoided the c¢

avoided the sexuality topic in all discussions, never verbally confirming. Even where couples
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lived together and were clearlyasase x coupl e, there too exi st

strategyo. This may seem bi zartogetheiffonmasy t uat i
year s, and yet the o6we are a gayscouarseupl ed had
Me | 46, l' ives in a provincial Il rish town a

have never asked him whether he is gay. Mel believes that the relationship with his neighbours
i's best maintained by habk nhopicnbobfoHumi bgi bjb
particular, he feels the elderly neighbours who have known Mel since he was a child do not
want it confirmed. It may be seen as divisive and might force them to take a stance, and place

some of the more religious eldgneighbours in a dilemma.

Throughout the interviews, many of the men w
deny i f asked directlyo or Al just |l et them
the sexuality of the gay man remaigiunspoken and unmentioned for years, and in some cases

a lifetime. Gavin, 46, and Philip, 72, live together in a suburban community on the edge of
Norwich. They discuss all types of domestic and gardening issues with neighbours, but the

issue of their king arrangements and status as a couple are never discussed

I me an, weodve never disclosed to our nei
assume they know, we donoét hide it. But
Something which is never brougip. The nature, the exact nature of the relationship

is never brought ugGavin)

Luke and his partner Adrian have lived together for many years in a pretty, tiny hamlet in the
east of Engl and. Luke and Adrian thalvle, chors&
denyo. Luke has | earnt thi s-anekhepad fomneittabed i t
very effective. Luke is a confident and articulate mawonder how somebody less equipped

might cope or respond

Adrian and | are in the clroand we often wonder how long it will take new members
to cop on that webre a coupleéandd4d we as

weeksééor so. You see webre a social grou
together, we would have them back to bame sometimes, so it becomes a bit obvious
wedre a couple after a while and they wou
0are you related?6 (father and son!! 1) yc
would just say,r nobweveldir ee at cgpaitph €d6§ and |
conclusions

Many gay men remain part of their rural communities and-idetftify as gay but are

circumspect about proclaiming their identiti
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tell folk. These men are resourceful and innovative in their lifestyles but to build a sense of
self, rural gay subjects need to negotiate the conservativeness of the social landscape in which
they live (Gray, 2009). Simply assuming a role in the community, not &lagror performing

visible homosexuality in any shape or form. The testimonies in this study reveal that they feel
the need to negotiate their sexuality in a way that accommodated the community at large, to
0t one downo t h-saxualisestamselves| their Janguageo then kRomes, their
clothes, and so avoid unpredictable and potentially unpleasant reactions, from silence to

marginalisation and exclusion. Luke continues:

One time we were in a local drama group and the couple who led it weng a ve
conservative coupleéand we thought once t
us out ébut they havendét tried to kick wus
but they know we are a couple in that we
situaton obvious no PDA but they would know
asked a question or query. They ignore our relationship status to ani¢dants like
individuals but in a way can this be good, it avoids awkward discussions or us getting
to hear their (possible) ardititudes?
Here, we see anot her r eas onavoidinghavngtbpossibly As k,
be confronted with and having to deal with homophobic responses and reactions. And yet,
Luke and Adrian do not entireivoid the sexuality debate among local people, they also follow
a Adondét denyo path and Luke claims to have

situations where he was challenged by people from a religious perspective:

| canargue mycornerifeed beé. and i f | need to debat
I f I'dm in a situation where there is no n
god. | know where | stand, | know there is no issue on this, if you think there is an
issuei t 6usr syo, | 6m not going to take your prol
many year s ago adoitonyourcgaouélybur issaeeydur problenr e

go deal with it. (Luke, Cambridgeshire)

Preston & DO6Augel i ( 2 0 In&)of alkowing th eommumiky get ot et
to know the person first. This is important in terms of them accepting the person as gay. If they

get to know you as a good person, a helpful person, a friendly person, they will accept you
much more easily (Kazyak, 2005 uch senti ments of , Al et them

apparent throughout my conversations with the men in both countries.
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Coping by frequent escapes

Many of the gay men cope with the rural by ensuring they escape from it from time to time. In

fad, for many respondents, such escapes enable their staying in the rural. Regular breaks away
allow them to endure life in the rural for the rest of the year. The strategy of taking breaks away
was also highlighted i n t hewithwaynmen etapinfgore st on
taking a break to gafyiendly resort communities, allowing them to get away from the more

stifling atmosphere of the rural communities in which they lived. Many of the men in my study
choose to take vacations and holidays to-fyeyndly beach resorts such as Gran Canaria,
Mykonos, and Sitges as well as to large metropolitan areas with established gay scenes such as
Barcelona and Amsterdam.

These escapes allow the men to get away from the mundane and sometimes oppressive
heteronomative culture of their rural areas, allesthem to meet with other gay people from
around the world, to be anonymous and free. They speak of a deep physical and emotional need
to escape; to spend time in a place where you can be yourself and meehevitagtpeople.

The men will often plan their annual calendar around these breaks away, eschewing and
foregoing excessive spending on going out and socialising in the local rural area, rather
preferring to save money and spend it on international trigaytdriendly destinations.

Alfie says that getting away with his partner is a priority for both of them because:

We have been on holiday to Gran Canari a,
so openly gay and on hol irdfgop holdthdndsraedd s n o
youdre not second class citizens. But whe

airport youbve got to remember to not to

to get into that habit again [of not displaying affection] i t 6 s s o har d. ( Al

Sligo)
Preston & DO6Augel |l i (2013) o b-toerenveonmentald g ay
not see themselves, their lives, or their relationships reflected in their communities and they
must often travel to otheareas for recreational and social purposes. Aside from overseas
vacations and holidays, all of the men in this study value the role of Dublin and London as
places where they can make a quick dash when needing to escape their rural locales. Dublin
was betwen one and three quarter and three hours from most of the Irish respondents with
London a similar distance for the English respondents. Frequent escapes to Dublin and London
can be a weekend or for some can be a day trip. For these men the metropaiitaasis and

a refuge. Some of the men in England spoke of planning a trip to the city where they would get

172



the early morning train, have lunch in Soho, people watch, perhaps go to a gay bookshop, gay
café, gay sauna, bars and return home late that fiigéy.would often engage in conversation,

maybe meet somebody and swap numbers. They spoke of the opportunities that the cities can
offer. The sense of the unexpected. An opportunity too for some gay men to explore their
sexuality. The city also offers sorapecialist groups, for example for George (56) who travels

to a monthly fAGay Dadso event in London wher

would not be able to do in his rural locale.

For most of these gay men the role of escape on holidaydbraads away cannot be
underestimated. It was a continuous and common theme throughout the interviews. It acts as a
safety valve, an outlet for the frustrations and oppressions of living in an intensely

heteronormative environment.

However, for some of #h men, the issue of expense was a limiting factor. For Tim, 24
(Suffolk), escaping to the city for a break on a frequent basis was an unrealistic expectation
due to expensive train fares and also the cost of overnight accommodation. And so, the men
are dfferentiated along socieconomic lines, and these intersections impact their ability to

access and enjoy periods of escape.
Coping by using technology

A key theme to emerge from the interviews with men in both countries, was the impact of the
rapid adencements in the areas of communications technology. The modernization and
commercial availability of the Internet in the twetlitgt century has revolutionised the ways

gay and bisexual men have fostered community as well as making connections wigapther

and bisexual men (Grov et al, 2014). These developments facilitate connectivity, interaction

and networking possibilities with other gay people locally, nationally and globally.
Respondents were unequivocal about the impact on their lives. In thelags| slow speeds

over dial up (i.e., telephone line) modems made it impossible for users to engaget@ face

face video chatting, as is common today (Grov et al, 2014), although Malachy recalls how,
even back then, it played an instrumental roleimpoot i ng hi m t o O0come out

easier to do online, rather than faodace:

You want the biggest turning point: the i
the late Nineties, | started coming out. And the first coming out would beesa
internet related. Yeah. |l joined o6lreland
would chat privately, with people in the channel you know, and a few people said are

you actually gay? And, well, that was probably the first time | ever adeidl |, it was.i
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faceto-face at the time, but admitted to being gay rather than bisexual, you know. And
then occasionally theyodéd organise | etds ¢
you know, so | had to meet fateface with people that knew | wagy, yeah

(Malachy, 66, County Leitrim)

Mal achyods testi mony il lustrates t he rel at.
conversations can happen between people in different locations, and even countries, from the
relative safety and privacy of odes h o me . These aspects of inte
allow people to create new ways, perhaps less intimidating ways of coming out to others. For
Malachy, coming out to another man, who lives hundreds of miles away seems safer than

coming out locallyfaceto-face.

For many interviewees, the Internet also served to open up a world of opportunities allowing
them to make contact with and meet other gay people in different locations and in different life
situations; this interaction helped many resporslémtreflect, compare and benchmark their
position and situation with others. Research has demonstrated that gay men use the Internet as
a tool to form social and romantic relationships. This is of particular benefit given that many
communities especially rural areas still hold negative stereotypes and beliefs surrounding
gay male relationships, which can make it more difficult to find potential friends and partners
(Gray, 2009 in McKie et al, 2015:21) as Phelim testifies:

| was living at home and wornkg in the chipper in our wee village, pretty isolated but

then the internet came along, it was brilliant, and especially when the gay sites came
along; you could meet people on it, meeting people in your own county and not having

to travel to Dublin, thatvas a big change. It was huge. All of a sudden you could just

look the stuff up, do you know what | mean. And through the internet, | ended up in a
relationship with a fellow in Amsterdam. | used to go and see him three or four times a
year, or fivetimeaa year or that kind of thing. Tha
it helped me see how others lived open gay lives in Amsterdam, and that helped secure

me to be 60KO6 with a picki nRhelimpi8, €outty r unni
Cavan)

Phel smésy brings to mind the assertion by Ti
with other homosexual so0 all ows <contacts wii
Adi mini shes feelings of solitudegapassdptiarl i enat
(Troiden, 1989: 61).

Most men, in both countries, used apps such
now provide a convenient platform for men who have sex with men (MSM) to connect with

others. Leveraging the Internet and the buliglobal positioning system of smartphones,
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various locatiorbased apps for dating have been developed specifically for the MSM
community (Lik Sam Chan, 2017:622). These apps allow users to locate other men who are
physically near bys,i btlrews ctourmmuinn g yt tva sfiibdwi t o
cited in Lik Sam Chan, 2017) , and i n many wz¢
(ibid: 622). Technology can therefore be used to help construct parallel worlds, where people

can construct themaads in flexible and unspecified ways (Tattelman, 2000). These apps were

very popular amongst the men, in particular the younger and rradéle men. They were seen

as universally welcome within the nonmetropolitan context (modern day, virtual gay bars as

one man referred to them) opening up opportunity and possibilities, although for some it helped

to highlight the lack of gay men in the immediate area:

When | am in Dublin, | can check my phone and there are 100 gay men within 5
kil ometr es, lotsofgings &dthmeysades, buhhgre there may be only 10
guys appearing within 20 kilometres, and only a few new guys appearing, you tend see
the same guys on the App. the whole time. So, in a way, it can just highlight how few
of you there down the cotry. (Fintan, 36, County Longford)

Apps can clearly facilitate meeting with other gay people, and can therefore help, one could
argue, help closeted gay men towagdy assumptionjust as gay bars provided meeting
spacesalthough the power of the cotlidve nature of meeting in bars and within social groups

is absent in individual meets, and the quality of these meets is also crucial.

Aside from facilitating meeting up scenarios, many respondents also reflected on the power of
the internet in enablingay men to access a range of educational, personal development and
health information in a discreesafe and nojudgemental manner. Online, gay men can
connect to social networks they may not have access to in their communities and a wealth of

sexual anather health resources. (Ross, 2005).

Men spoke of the Internet and World Wide Web, as a huge leap forward for rural gay men, and
offered a great repository of relationship guidance, health information, identity knowledge and
links to support. They remagk that it provided information on gay life, not only nationally

but also globally, which enabled one to compare gay life in rural Ireland with gay life in other
locations. As such the Internet can be a remote yet vibrant tool for gay and bisexual men to

engage in political discussion as well as social support (Grov et al., 2014:1).

For others though, discovering websites, for example the International Gay and Lesbian
Association (ILGA) website allowed them to contextualise and understand their own situatio

favourably, when compared with examples of overt persecution and oppression faced by many

175



gay men in many overseas locations. Exposure to such information often had the impact of
making some respondents more likely to be vocal and assertive in sugpgatinrights

movements.

Technology and the Internet digital revolution can be considered as important enablers, of
We e kVsice and New storiegind as a feature of, having a role in, the formationes¥
subjectivities (identities)information technologs have led to a new sense of the seife
cyborg, the body without limbs communicating with other cyborgs through the virtual
community of the Internet (1998: 463oss (2005) argues that the Internet can lead to positive
affirmation, and a decreaseinvalidating thoughts, due to positive images, stories, and support
users receive online (Ross, 2005 in McKie et al., 2015:21).

A hugely important caveat to the benefits of the web, however, was the sheer amount of vitriolic
homophobic commentary thaen reported reading online. Many men spoke of seeing
comments posted online which acted as #@dreal
prejudice still exists. Sports afitomophobia campaigns online for example, received
particularly homophobic retions, as did posts online concerning equal marriage or gay rights
overseas. These will be covered in more detail in the next chapter as we attempt to assess and
critique the depth, and meaningfulness of sexual citizenship that emerges from this study.

Coping by joining a local LGBT group or network

Although common in major metropolitan areas, LGBTQ organisations are less likely to exist

in nonmetropolitan communities. But they are highly importfelimority stress theory (Meyer,

2003) suggests that indiwals from stigmatized groups face added stressors (for example
stigma, discrimination and violence) due to

2013). These may lead people to seek identity affirming resources as a way to cope.

There werea number of LGBT groups in both the English and the Irish nonmetropolitan study
areas. These included Longford LGBT and Cavan LGBT (in Ireland) and Norwich Mature Gay
Community, North Norfolk Pride and Suffolk LGBT (In England). A number of respondents
hadjoined these groups and those that did werequivocal about the impact of these groups

for them, as gay men, in these rural, nonmetropolitan settings. These groups had made a real
difference for many individual lives. Many gay men travel quite longdcss to attend these
meetings. For 48 year old Turlough, the 100 kilometre rdtipcvery Thursday evening pays
dividends. Turlough had lived in London for a number of years, had come out and embraced
his gay identity but on returning to live near te family in rural Ireland, had felt the need to
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go back in the closet. He joined the newly established group in Longford and meeting other

gay men allows him to cope with rural life:

The group in Longford has been a huge thing for me. The only way | erpldin

it is that i1itds been | i ke someone just t a
| have lived in the clodesince | returned from London 18 years ago, | have been in

a very dark and very lonely pl atcettlaatd t he
night when | arrived home (gets emotional
years. Oh, Yeah the impact has been huge. Because you just go in and you meet

ot hers who are |iving and working in the
ithels get me through the week©él am not out

weekly get together is a life line for m@urlough, County Roscommon)

In these areas, the local LGBT group was often the only visible and tangible gay
infrastructure that exists. 8e of the men had never met another local gay person before
joining the group. The local groups have attracted people from a wide variety of ages, some
of them older men. One respondent reflected on the impact of the group that he observed,

on one local femer in his sixties:

| see the absolute hands difference we make. One of our oldest members for
example when he first came to the meeting, every time the word gay was mentioned
he sort of ducked his head almost in a sort of shame thing, you know. ¥ad it
visible, you could see it, and you could perceive his closing in. And at the last disco

we hel d, he came along and actually asked
all the ones hedd had out. So | jowst thou
He hadndét handed them out to the public b
and ....that is the sort of way we feel w

peopl e fOérmdt,idl, €asinty Cavan)

The groups offer a litfdine to peofe. New friendships are formed. Meetings are held in

safe, secure premises. Conversations can be had. Social events and outings are arranged.
People go on holiday together. They arrange weekly coffee mornings in cafes and hotels.
One particular group, edtbshed for mature men in Norfolk, has helped to reduce the
isolation of older gay men in the area. Examples of support include arranging hospital and
home visits to group members who fall ill, offering a particularly valuable support for older
men who hadew or no biological family support. They also arrange away days, trips to
National Trust properties, and weekly coffee mornings in local establishments. In fact, this
group was one of the most energetic and active groups in the region and herein @& can s

it effectively responding to some of the specific concerns and needs of older gay men such

as help with health care access (Gardner et al, 2014) and isolation and loneliness (Cody &

177



Welch, 1997). Indeed, the cohesion and collective support offeredsbyrtiup could well
show how the rural space can help older LGBT people develop deeper relationships and

friendships in small communities (McLaren, 2015:475).

However, many of the other LGBT groups also mused about why there are not higher
numbers. A tumout of ten to twelve was the best norm for the weekly events. Where are all

the other gay, bisexual, MSM, and questioning men? There was a suspicion that many local

gays were simply too closeted and too afraid to join the group and attend meetings. To
encage with the group would raise the spectre of visihilityd thepossibility that they

would have to acknowledge a member of the group when out in public which would be
problematic if that member was O6knownd to be

Groups going beyond coping

While helping people cope with the social isolation their surroundings can entail, this study
believes that local LGBT groups go beyond coping support, and act as strategic, developmental
change agents; building identity, sexual citizend,saxual citizenship in the space of the rural.

The men who were members of a local LGBT group considered their joining to be a pivotal
moment, and a critical turning point in their sexual identity formation. The groups were
considered radical, by virtud their very presence in the rural and satalvn environment,

and as such were seen as by many as Oactive
inclusion within the wider community. The first LGBT group to establish in the Irish study
region waDutwest Established in 1997, in the aftermath of decriminalisation, this group was,

for many years the only social and support group for LGBT people throughout the entire west

of Ireland region. A number of the men interviewed considé@etivestto be ahighly

important resource which had offered free help, advice and support to them at a time when
such services were still uncommon. For Columba, the presefgwéstvas invaluable, and
attending the groupo6s meet i nlgspokenavithlothedgay he f i

men

Oh well, I mean, they were lifesavers at the time because it was my first, it was my first
experience of being in the company of, of being knowingly in the company of gay and

| esbian people. And tAmat tihted £ 6k amyo tf® abbe t
or no shame to be who | am. Absolutely, C
about it. | was lonely, isolated and desperate. Outwest was my only refuge. They were
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the only visible gay group in this entire, r@g throughout thd 990s and early 2000s
(Columba, 47, County Longford)

In a similar vein, Finian, 45 (County Sligo) cited his experience @ttwests life changing;

and he is in no doubt that the group was a crucial component in his journey of dertigy i
formation; initially coming out only to other gay people, a featurgayf assumptionin the
following segment of text, taken from his interview transcript, we can see Finian illustrate how
the gay group was instrumental in his identity develognvemich is so crucial in the building

blocks for the emergence of the sexual citizen:

It was 1998 and | was 30 and | felt, o |
600Outwestd in the |l ocal provincialgmpgaper é
their helpline, spoke to my first openly gay person, took the courage to go to Galway

to a meet (150 kil ometres away). Then fr
was | i ke a flower blossoming real,yogy becau
created a structure around yourself, you

was changing, | was changing as a person and | was actually evolving in front of
peopl ebs eyes and they werenodt suwas what
a lot happier, that | was a lot more content.

For Eugene, living in an area@bunty Donegal, almost three hundred kilometres from Dublin,
the establishment of a small local group, in the 1990s, just eighty kilometres away, in Derry
City, was pivotalin helping him develop positive feelings about his sexuality, and towards
assuming a gay identity:
| decided to go into Derry and somewhere along the line there was a (tiny) Gay Pride
and they had a workshop for gay men, Pride, and | went to that weprisid met, got
introduced to the group CaFaiend, and started going to that and started to enjoy the
meetings and soci al interactions, the ed?u

positive about being gay and tdagtman you
(Eugene, 52, County Donegal)

Eugeneds testi mony hi ghl gayassumptiastagej narpetythata nt f
although homosexual identities are assumed at this stage, they are tolerated initially rather than
accepted. The qualtyfo a persondés initial contacts wit
important (Cass, 1979). Troiden agrees that positive and favourable contacts with other gay
people are crucial in that they provide the opportunity to obtain information and gain exposure
which is then used as a basis forepeamining and revaluating their own ideas about
homosexuality, in a more favourable direction (Troiden, 1989:60). The crucial role in helping

these men to begin the process of coming out cannot be underestimatednargdaed is a
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necessary prelude to the emergence of the reflexive agfemtsexual citizen (Weeks, 1998;
Richardson, 2004; Plummer, 2003).

In Norfolk, Harry, the chair of a new LGBT group, feels that the local group helps develop
confidence, and priden sexual identity for local LGBT people. He observes that some
newcomers can be very shy, inhibited, and reluctant to divulge too much about themselves, but
t hat he has seen these same people evolve

interactionwith others at the group meetings:

There are definitely people who have joined the group and have become more confident
and more comfortable in their sexuality
only within the gr ouanlypointtopedple whHo wauld haveB u t
sat a table away from us in the beginning, [looking on] and now kind of, you know,
they are there waiting half an hour before we even. start

Similarly, Brandon, from another LGBT group in East Anglia, which meets adguht a

dedicated LGBT centre and space in the local town, cites the example of a new man who has

started to attend the group and has fAchanged

This guy, hedd been so crippled bugl fear

relations with another man . Heds come
bl ossoming. And heds sitting on that sof a
sort of very for mal and é |t was jacket
spech. Yesterday he was lying back like this, legs apart, utterly relaxed. And | thought
that 6s what iitoés all about

Local LGBT groups allow men to meet other local men, men like themselves. During my
observation at the group meetings in both countriest gayemen who were business people,
teachers, labourers, health workers, IT professionals, writers, social workers, farmers,
construction workers, and even an Anglican priest; people from all walks of life and
backgroundsFriendships are made, and newwatks develop. Such gatherings provide
evidence of the existence of a gay rural community and begin the process of building gay rural
identities, changing the cultural narrative of what it means to be gay. They stake a claim on the

social and cultural spaof the rural.

Furthermore, some seem committed to inform the general public about LGBT issues through
education and to affirm that gay is good (Troiden, 1989). In this regard, the local groups in
both countries have provided journalistic pieces in loealspapers, have organised group
dinners in local restaurants, had occasional discos in local bars, and held fundraising events in

local premises. They have taken part in discussions and debates on local radio. They have set
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up information stallsinlocali br ari es during community citi ze

are often followed by an informal drink in local pubs.

One of the groups in Ireland recall that their arrealmass&vas met with curious glances at

first, and there was one occasion whity@ bar man asked a gay couple to stop snogging. But
overall the pub owners and staff have been supportive and welcoming on the unspoken
condition that they not display overt intimacy. The group have held arfusidg event in the

pub with a rainbow flg on a table. Some other customers, asked what does LGBT stand for?
To which Fintan, one of the organisers repl
way, out of a sense of caution, we can see |
not frictionless, and that a tacit negotiation of sorts takes place. Locals seem to follow a policy

of passive acquiescence, which permits the gay group to visit the heterosexual space, on
condition that they do not display their sexuality in the same agayeterosexuals might be
expected to do, without a thought. These issues point to a less than equal form of sexual
citizenship in this nonmetropolitan space and will be explored in greater detail and depth in the

next chapter.

An interesting dimensioto the role of the groups was their potential in bringing people from
different socieeconomic backgrounds together. Social class is socially construogtds a

firmly situated within a nediberal context that advantages some and further disadvantages
others (Keogh, 2008) but | withessed examples where a number of men attained a degree of
social mobility due to connections made with more economically privileged men within the
groups and networks. The groups also provided an element of collective splkdtaritn a

highly unusual turn (which attracted national television coverage) the Longford LGBT group

took part i n the annual | ocal Saint :Patricko

Our very existence, our very presence tells the local peagi¢hitre are LGBT people
l'iving and working here, amongst themeét h:
Dubliné..and that we are not going to hi
hold our fundraiser table quiz in a local pub and not hidden awayri premises; and

that we can go out to the | ocal di sco or
tells people we are not afraid and ashame
safety in numbers feelingFintan, 36, County Longford)

As auch, we can see the value of such local groups in helping to challenge the heteronormative
construction of space; end silence, increase voice, and visibility, and assert the right of sexual

minorities to openly, exist, live, and interact in the public sphe
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In Ireland, some members of both the Cavan and Longford groups, helped canvas locally in
the 2015 marriage referendum in their rural constituencies. They replaced defaced or destroyed
Yes campaign posters. The Longford group has helped to publicisdallenge homophobia

when they encounter it for example, when comments were made by a priest, during a homily
at mass, in which it was alleged he said that the smxenarriage referendum as influenced

by the Devil (The Journal, 201§. Even the congregion were reportedly shocked at such
comments. The LGBT group raised the matter publicly with the bishop, and wrote letters
condemning the incident to the local newspaper.

Throughout all their efforts, they are truly changing the cultural narrative aff tvimeans to

be gay, in this rural community (Kazyak, 2011). But, as mentioned earlier, they struggle to get

new members. The members often ask, where are all the gays up those long lonely country
lanes? What more can we do to encourage more peoplmtos And they have not been

immune to abuse, online and in person, with one member having to involve the police, as a
result of his being threatened in the street
deado.

Taking it home

From the perspéiwve of embedding and weaving openly gay identities, and sexual minority
citizenship into the fabric of the nonmetropolitan community, perhaps the greatest impact is
when a | ocal man 6comes outdé publiclyyrswithin

the local micreenvironment. One story illustrates this perfectly.

The text used here is taken from the testimony of Finian, 45, who is originally from a tiny
village, in County Sligo. Living in Sligo town, some thifiye kilometres away from the
village, closeted and unhappy, he felt that as a man in his thirties, he had had enough of living
in identity confusionutilising his energies in stigma management strategies. He had reached a
point (in the 1990s) where he felt that making contact withrafhg people was necessary and
pressing if he was to emerge from his closet, develop and learn to embrace his identity. It was
simply something that llato be done (Cass, 1979). After much deliberation, and
procrastination, he summoned the courage tottenregional LGBT networlQutwest and

in doing so began the process of coming out, of assuming assansexual identity, limited

initially to other LGBT people only.

Growing in confidence, and with a omhemextci r cl e
|l evel 0. With great trepidation, but bol stere
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came out to his friends, and farming family. The LGBT group had facilitated greater self
acceptance and comfort with his sexual identity, and cuefi it as a valid, and natural identity

(Troiden, 1989). Family reaction was muted, unenthusiastic and laced with worry about what
neighbours, friends and the priest might ,shyu t broadly accepting c

nonetheless.

Shortly afterwards, angist before Christmas, Finian received a telephone call from a friend
who wanted to forewarn him, before he returned home to spend Christmas in his family home

village:

Al would be no friend of yours if ,bHe didn
says, everybody is talking about you bein

Finian continues:

And it was literally Christmas Eve he rang me. And | literally knew | was going up

home for Christmas and that | was going to go to the local pub that evening, and |
remember walkingn and | had to walk the length of the pub and | felt like the whole

place was looking at me and talking about me. And | remember | walked to the far end

of it and the local county footballer, who was drop dead gorgeous, was standing at the
end of the roonand he just put his two arms around me and he gave me a big hug and

he says, I said to him, 0Theyol | think vy
thinko, he says. He says, 61l 6m delighted
day. It was Is affirmation to me that kind of saved me. That public display of support,

and from somebody who was held in the highest esteem by the locals. County GAA
start, doesndét get much higher than that

Here, we witness the role of the locatd\ehe football starAs the locals look on, and observe,
his supportive reactiqrsurely they must reflect that if their local hero, virtue of masculine
prowess, is willing to embrace Finian and by implication, his sexual orientation, then we can

also espond accordingly.

Finian continues, that after his very public coming out, and having observed that he had not

been castigated, revil ed, and abandoned by |

| took it to the next | ev eforpushngtheagdndac au s e
that little bit further, especially when it comes to the local village. And so, the regional

LGBT group, Outwest hold a Christmas dinner every year and about forty guys would
usually go to Westport or Galway or somewhere like thiaat Tear | put my hand up

and | said | want you to come to my home village this year. | wanted to add fuel to the

fire, the publican was a very good friend of mine, and he organised that there would be

a drag queen there doing her show for the night. Seatlly ramped up the thing. The

guys to this day still talk about the great night they had in this rural village and the
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whole village was looking at what was going on and everything else. That was one
thing | shall always remember.

Her e, we bsreengHinngi ant 6homed, he brings his gay
gay community. The gay people he is taking to his village pub, the hub of village life, are not
urban LGBT people: they are rural LGBT people. And so, when they descendeddon, an
momentarily colonise the rural, heterosexual, and heteronormative space, Finian remarks, the
locals got their eyes openellany may never have knowingly seen or met LGBT people

before. And here, they see, meet, and interact with people, no differeeairtown friends and

family. Irish and rural.

But again, Finian, was not intent on drawing the line hsi@v in a relationshipand to

celebrate his fortieth birthday in 2008, he returned to the same village pub:

| had my 46" nearly five years ago antiat was the first time really my partner was
introduced to an awful lot of my friends, and to my mother and different people like
that. But this time we got to the stage where a number of my gay friends who came to
the party were quite happy to go out asldw dance with each other and then the
straight husbands were quite happy to dance with the gay guys on the floor. Absolutely.
Even the publican came to me and he said
break anymore taboos in this pub, hes&y$¢y agai n youbve done it
your friends.

Here, we can trace Finiands journey from hi
out to other gay peopléentity assumptigngoing publicidentity commitmentand in doing

so, he becoes asexual citizerand avehicle for cultural, and emotionakxual citizenship

within the local area. He has since been approached by men, from his area, who while not out,
have engaged him in conversations, etoBimng hi |
that they may be gay or at least questioning. The story also illustrates how, in the right
circumstances, and within the right context, the lamat, gay man can be a beacon of change,

and can help change attitudes.

We finish with a quote fromreother out, gay man, Phelim, 48 in a village in County Cavan.
Phelim came out, after entering into a ses®ar relationship. Phelim runs the family pub. He
is the only known O6éoutdé gay man in the vil
illustrateshow t he | ocal O6outd gay man, can become

Bell and Binnie, 2000) altering and disrupting previously held stereotypes:

Thereds another publican up the street. I
pub sometimesnd he was in the bar when me and Dirk were living together. He came
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in and he said, o1 never | iked gay peopl
about them, he said. But , I know you all
And the more | gt to know about it all, he says, if one of my children came to me now
and told me that they were gay, he said | would be quite happy for it, whereas before |
woul dndét, in any shape or form, whatsoeve

Conclusion

The gay men in this study have develodetiberately sophisticated coping strategies to allow
themto survive the intersection between sexuality and the rural space. They often feel the need
to engage in selfensorship, selnonitoring, selective engagement with community, and
adoptinAs&k, Dot Tel | approach to others.
trips and holidays, to large gdiyendly cities, or to resorts abroad, although this foregrounds
intersections with class, and financial resources (Taylor, 2011). The men cohssger t
strategies as a natural and integral part of their lives, which illustrates the way that continuous
exposure to a heterosexist environment and social exchange can determine how a gay person

views and experiences the wgelP0d3).( Boul den, 20

Adhering to traditional codes of rural masculinity is very important to these men, and this
involves complying with, and internalising effeminophobic cultural narratives about what it
means to be a rural man (Annes & Redlin, 2012). Theeensed to eschew overt public
displays or affections for sarsex eroticisation, or homsexualisation of body and imagery;

and this can also extend to their homes, and therefore completes the desexualisation of both the
public and private realms. Theyalm to avoid narratives, or performances that may bring them
unwelcome attention or notoriety. Many feel the need to put their rural identity before their gay
identity, so as to blennh, thereby avoiding potential exclusionary reactions from neighbours

or family. Despite this, most men conclude that rural society is increasingly accepting ef same
sex identities, and relationships, but that
(Kazyak, 2011). This has implications for the nature and typgagfidentity which will be
accepted, and the nature of their sexual citizenship, predicated as it oftendaforming to

the 6good gaydé typology, and proving yourse
Stychin, 1998).

Beyond helping to cope, ¢al LGBT groups make a real difference in providing both social
and strategic support to the individual and workplace. Simply put, the local groups make visible
new patterns of intimate lives in the rural, supporting moves tovdatdzditionalization they
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makevisible new identitiespreviously hidden; and enahleice and the telling of new storjes
at the local level (Weeks, 1998). Crucial to their impact is the collective nature of groups which
can develop confidence to the isolated rural gay manpenwides the wider community with
evidence of the previously marginalised, coalescing with one another to claim their place, by

right, within the social and cultural space of the rural.
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Chapter 9. Conclusion Assessing gay men as seXuatizens in the
nonmetropolitan space

Introduction

The granting of new rights, and personal freedom, to lesbian, gay, and bisexual people in Great
Britain and Ireland in recent years is seen by the men in this study as momentous. The speed

of the trasformation from sexual criminal to sexual citizen was considered to be truly
astoundi ng; as one | rdrelanchhas neogeqd threedhendred yeacsnmme n t
the space of .Naaoysracall t historytwhiereyfrora thes cdiminalizationgafy

sexuality to the legal condoning of discrimination, lesbians and gay men were enthusiastically
denied genuine civil, political, social, and cultural membership (Cossman, 2007; Phelan, 2001;
Richardson, 2000) with justifications ranging from sinful babar to mental iliness, to

political declarations of gay men constituting a risk to national security (Wilton, 2000 in
Colcannon, 2008: 327). Most men in this study have lived through this transition from sexual

outcast to sexual citizen.

Without doubtthe importance of the great sweeps of social, and cultural change, as outlined
and discussed in great detail by Weeks (1998, 2000, 2007, 2016), is confirmed by this study.
The men are unanimous in agreeing that the seismic changes identified by Wee#s,thach
general democratization of relationshiiee emergence of new subjectivities (identities) and

the development of new narratives (stories) (1998: 39), have been crucial in underpinning the
conditions necessary for positive changes in social atstaowards homosexuality (British
Social Attitudes Survey, 2013) and in turn, have facilitated many of them to come out and
publicly embrace a sexual minority identity. In doing so, they are in a sense, forfeiting a
privileged citizenship status that favsuheterosexual (or assumed heterosexual) men, and

instead embrace sexual minority citizenship, as gay men, in the public sphere.

Sexual citizenship is then, unsurprisingly, important to these men. It is a political articulation
of new belonging (Reynold2016) and promises even greater equality, inclusivity, and parity
of esteem. It has delivered much of what it promisgbts of all types including, conduct
based rights; identithased rights and relationskyasedights (Richardson, 2000). As equal

sexual citizens under law, gay people in the Republic of Ireland and Great Britain, can now
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marry, inherit property on the basis of their state sanctioned relationships, adopt children,
receive state benefits, and be protected from discrimination isdices of lifewhether as

employees, as consumers, or as individuals in the wider social context.
Constitutional sexual citizens

The recent constitutional and legal changes have also helped to fracture thatahgg and
historical relationship betweecitizenship and heterosexuality; an association which saw
sexual citizenship and heterosexuality as natural bedfellows, a scenario where the sexual citizen
was always a heterosexual citizen. As Weeks (1998) and Richardson (2000) remind us, in the

recentpast all citizens were sexual citizens but not all sexual citizens were equal.

Yet, despite the huge strides and many advancements, inconsistencies remain, such as lack of
unequivocal political support, continuing heteronormative dominance, everyday haoregph

hate speech, online vitriol, and increasing oppression of gay people in many countries, often
motivated by religious extremism, righing nationalism and totalitarian regimes. And so,

while the gains need to be acknowledged and celebrated, thibdagtrejudice and bigotry
continues to exist, must also be acknowledged (Cossman, 2007:335).

Furthermore, in assessing the potency and transformative power of their newly acquired sexual
citizenship rights, some questions emedye the roots of sexualitzenship shallow in the

rural and nonmetropolitan space? If legislation has transformed the landscape for gay men and
women, have local hearts and minds followed? Does sexuality intersect with the space of the
nonmetropolitan and rural, in ways that riggihe men to adopt coping strategies for survival?

Has the turn to a model of sexual citizenship delivered for these men? Are we there yet? And

has the journey ended?

Interrogating the nature, depth, and scope of their sexual citizenship has brought me t
conclude that these men can be conceptualised as newly liberatetifutional citizens.

However, | also see them aonstrained citizens, cautious citizens, conspicuous citizens, and
concerned citizensyho face the legacy of what | might refertota® | d homophobi ab
as new, 0down waconforming and compliaggsxdalcitizenssboe as t o o6 f i t

normative, and conservative mould implicit within the citizenship model.
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Constrained sexual citizens:

In the early stages of ourtarview, Cyril, 49 (County Leitrim) asserted his belief that, as an
openly gay man living and working in nonmetropolitan Ireland, he was treated no differently

from others:

Theyc a riréat us differently now, because of the laws. The laws, are therpyahd

cannot be discriminated against. You know. Absolutely not. All my colleagues know

| 6m gay. At wor k, absolutely. |l 6ve never
better, you know. Basically as simple as that.

Cyrib6s st at ement Ipsesenseeotnew fgunddcenfidence abnceesnpowerment as

a constitutional sexual citizeaf Ireland and he implicitly makes a connection between his
equalised legal status and his positive experiences in the workplace and within wider society.

On the basisfesuch sentiments, we could be tempted to conclude that the journey has ended;
that we have arrived at O6destination equalit
diverse sexual identities are held within the same parity of esteem. Nonetheless Cy r i | ¢
interview progressed, a more nuanced and accurate assessment of the nature of his sexual
citizenship emerges. In common with most of the interviews, a picture develops of a sexuality
whi ch 6cut s across t he p ol iex iincandistena ramd t h e
multidimensional waysThere is arnntersection with the nonmetropolitan spaeekey feature

of this inquiry- in ways which often produce less authentic and less encompassing sexual

citizenship outcomes than may be initially presain

Throughout the mendés narratives, I discern =
fact highlyconstrained sexual citizenBy conceptualising the men aenstraineccitizens, |

see them as not entirely freegixpressheir sexual identitythey often feel compelled to curtail

and amend, to setfensor, to avoid open and honest conversations about their intimate same

sex feelings and desires, and tesggualise language and performances. The men are aware

that neighbours, work colleaguesgfids and family can become easily embarrassed, uneasy,

and uncomfortable when confronted by the topic and reality of homosexuality. Most of the men

cited numerous and frequent examples of hetenbarrassment, heteumease and hetero

discomfiture when thebrought up the issue of homosexuality and gay issues

The men interpredisplays of unease and awkwardness as proof of a lingering stigmatization
that surrounds gay male sexuality within contemporary sog¢ieadal, 2013;Preston &
D6 Au g e |)IThe merRofieh f&el compelled to avoid, and therefioteliscuss their sexual

orientation, or indeedhot discussLGBT sexual rights issueat all, in certain settings and

189



contexts This can feel like a form of collusion in the silencing of their personhonddexual

identity, and as a form of betrayal to the issues that concern them and theL@®BIEr
community. This calls to mind the work of Bowen & Blackmon (2003) who use Noelle
Neumanndés Ospiral of silenced to weakewmamdstr at e
supress open, honest discussions, of particular resonance for gay and lesbian people who may

fear negative reactions and isolation (:1393).

With many menperceivingpressurs to avoid indepth conversation on gay related issutes

begs the gestion, has the shame gone away? Seemingly not, as there were numerous examples,
where the men were told, even by friends and
around teenagers and children, in particulost men cited examples of beingmpelled to

constrain themselves in speech, but also to curtail themselves in behaviours, as highlighted by
Darren, 44Norfolk):

Grace and Tony had a big society wedding two years ago and we were invited but on
condition thatgyou guys are going to belayourselves, no kissing or holding hands
or anything |ike thato.

As these testimonies reveal, and as chagtiezn émonstrats the rural imposes a requirement
that gay men should eschew sases affection and intimacy in the public space; that they
should engage in seltensorship and sethonitoring; and that they conform to a hegemonic
performance of masculinity. Remarks made to men in this study, orhodaidg, reinforce

this message:

We were walking past the Conservative Club, in the local tasvih happens, early on
in our relationship holding hands, and a woman was walking on the opposite side of the
street and in a stage whisper she suggest
itdéds, other pe@pry,d6 Morfadkht not | i ke it

As constrained citizend consider these men as being denied the autopratiegeavailable

to heterosexual citizens. The gay men in this study do not feel they can be carefree, expressive,

or proclaim their sexual identity without hindranceorceasur or t o be 61l oud ani

consequence. All too often, the rural represses smxédentity performansef these men.

Their locales remain, for the most part, distincthatlease with public displays of gay, male,

sexuality, and provide fewvenues for free expression, or spaces where they can get respite

from oppressive heteronormativity,; where one

Thereds no question you do miss the easi:
into a café in the afternoonitivtwo gay friends, maybe one camp loud person, you like
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as he might be, and having that freedom. You can roar laughing, scream your head off,

be as camp as you | i ke. You candét do tha
canodt . | f | edsalfcensoring a e of thectimg, gou Know. Like even when
webre out as a group | suppose socially.

but there would be an amount of, you know, maybe just not being completely over the
top, you know(Dermot,43, County Cavan)

In discussing how the nonmetropolitan environment imposes constraints on their personal
behaviours, conversations, interactions, performances, and political identification (suwth as
displaying the rainbow flag at local network meesiy)d consider the men to be deprived of

some of theultural and emotiongdrivilegesimplicit within thepromises of sexual citizenship.
Richardson argues that the civil rights claim of-se#lization- the realization of your chosen

sexual identty may O6i nclude the right to develop div
notstateas si st ed manner 6 (Richardson, 2001: 121
state, through its liberating legislative framework has removed-istatesedrestictions on

conduct, identity and relationship rights, and other personal freettmersyntinuing legacy of
stigmatization hegemonic masculinity angeteronormativelominationmost certainly does

hi nder the mends right opeolyamkigrallpss t heir sexu

These cultural legaciencourage a social regulation and policing of-nommative sexualities,

and identities; and dissuade public displays of saexeaffection.

State articulations of citizenship, accompanied by progressiuvaliq legislation, hae

released these men from tleiminal charge of samseex activity, protect them from
harassment and discrimination and affords them the promise of inclusion and membership.
Despite this, I f i nd Ch a ndicacitizendlapuappeairgsas ii d e a
reminds us that further progress requires more than state intervention. Mouffe decentres (note:
doesnot remove) the state, but rather views citizenship as a process (rather than an end
product); a process whichisconae@ | i sed as the fistruggle to f
to its promiseo (in Robson and Kessler, 2008
the gay men in this study requires an assault on the conditions that curtail and constrain their
ability to publicly proclaim and selfealize as intimate, romantic and sexual persons in the

nonmetropolitan and rural space.

191



Cautioussexual citizens

Within the mends testi moni es,cauliousacltizzrsBydi scer
conceptalising the men asautious | see their sexuality cutting across the personal and the
political in ways that require them to be careful, wary, attentive and vigilant, on the watch for

potential dangers, problems or difficulties.

Previous baptes havehighlighted how the rural requires vigilance; how one wrong move, or
cruising the wrong person can haunt you forever, provoke attack or foment gossip, which in
turn can have a destructive effect -judged t he m
cruigng, the men are acutely aware that their locales contain many people who revile
homosexuality, and as such may hold hostile and antagonistic opinions towards gay people.
Not all hearts and minds have followed in the example of legislative liberalisation.
Consequently, the men need do very little to provoke homophobic outbursts and incidences.
Indeed, the simple act of living together as a same couple, runs the risk of potential
harassment and attaclEinian lives with his partner Roryn a smaliscak development of
houses, on the edge of a small villag€aunty Sligo. However, a small group of youths have
recently begun to makenwelcomecomments which have caused the cowgamehurt and

concern

One night there recently, we were just turning tfé lights, going to bed, and
somebody shouted 6faggotsd up in the dire
out on the wall and decided to show off to his friends.

During the interviewFinians hr ugged t hi s i nci de mterschénfeofas A n
thingsodo and somet hi ng wh,itdobs illws&rate hawnthegiivate r at i
and the domestic sphere can also become a site of public interest, invasion and assault. In a
similar vein,Daniel, 32 also lives with his partnein a small postvar, twabedroom apartment

in a housing estate atown in the East of Englandis partner is thirty years older thBaniel

Concerned about inviting or provoking homophobic remarks, gossip, assaults or attack if it
became known that tlgevere lovers, the couple have made a conscious decision to pretend to

be father and sgras he testifies:

We are hesitant. Because of the age difference people assume we are father and son and
with most people we dono6t saférjmdtdllevmgteemt hat
to think we are father and son, itds jJjust
OK knowing but then you lose control of the information and who will they tell. | think

there could be the possibility of negative reactiod lbehaviours, from people who live
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there and their visitors and people who ¢
attacks: verbal and physical, you just never know.

These, and many other testimonies, reveal a general level of worry and conadrthabo

potential for (as opposed to the possibility of) problems with neighbours. Some of the men
were especially o6on alertdé when they moved
neighbours moved close by them. As a single, middle agedivhih, says thate feels the

need to be discregecircumspect and guarded because of his sexuality:

I woul d be sensi bl e. Thereds a new fami/l
chavs, bit rowdy, maybe | 6m not sure abo
donontt wao r ai se my profil e, | woul dndét wal

(Mitch, 58, Essex)

Mitch is particularly cautious over talking to, and interacting with, children. He reflects on how

in 6days gone byo6, ol deandcha ® chiddeen, bt heveelsithad s o n
the conflation ofmale homosexuality and paedophil{greund et al, 2008} such that it is

risky for him, as a single, older, gay man t
He simply fAdewps8 and hlkadpssehimposeddethchreptisr t 0 .

a riskmanagement response to how he considers his local neighbourhood may perceive the
intersection of male homosexuals, especially older, single men, with paedophilia. However, in

turn thisdiscourages the types oftégration, inclusion and belonging so often promised by

sexual citizenship (Richardson, 2000; 2004).

As such, we see men who fear figentialfor danger, and distress, in their interactions with

the heterosexual majority. Thenarratives display an awareness that homophobia remains
embedded within the cultures of their locales, despite their statoenasitutional sexual

citizens Homophobia may appear diminished, and hidden, but many of the men see it as

Al ur ki ng jtihseet swnhrdeaceod andonh & yduratednMerny amtee t hat
f 1 n dMeli 46, CountyLongford).

Some men had experienced physical assaults, and as dadsnfidethemselvesess visible

both in attire and in behavioural and vocalfpenances, as tavoid future risk in the public

space. In developing these strategies see an example of how gay nugtenfeel compelled

to negotiate their visual identitie)so avoi d | ooking fAtoo gayo i
masculinist andheteronormative pressue(Clarke and Smith, 2015Here we can discern the

power and potency of dominant forms of hegemonic masculinity and how they shape and

restrict the performance of gay male identities (Cooper, 2013:72).
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The mendés narraticiencee mon stormgptleetael ryelod et t
they do not possess complete confidence that their safety is assured. They worry about local
reactions, attitudes and responses to their sexual orientation. They worry about potential impact
for their jabs, their businesses, and about the potential for drunken abuse causing them social
embarrassment in local public settings. They question the true extent of social acceptance of
gay men, and they are unsure whether their locales embrace them wholehegntsdgeling

was exacerbated for a number of the Irish men, when after the euphoria of the recent marriage
referendum, they reflected on the fact that approximately fifty per cent of people iruthéir

electoralconstituencies rejected sarsex or eqal marriaggMurphy, 2016)

The mends sense of wvulnerability and insecu
incidences occur and are reported, such as the sustained violent attack, by up to eight men, in
August 2017, on a young gay couple who eachanged a kiss in a Sligo pub (Advocate, 2017)

or the brutal assault by up to fifteen men on Norwich gay pub landlords Jesse Charlebois and
David Hayes, in 2013 (Eastern Daily Press, 2013). Both of these assaults occurred during the
fieldwork for this sudy and they engendered worry and concern among the men; they also
acted as a salutary reminder that despite their newly won rights, gay citizens remain legitimate
targets for attack, on account of their sexual orientation. Their constitutional citzesshi
undermined by the persistence of such homophobic hatrieidh can be awakened into
violence, in multiple and unpredictable ways. Many men perceive their sexual citizenship to
have Ashallow rootso within the,asdmadrésultf own,
they are not prepar ed-jtucs tiVelida @ountyeomgford). on t o t

The rhetoric of citizenship proclai ms, it he

it promises fAa recogmd tviomi hiol istyynb o( Kict qphiers e

it speaks of security and safety, and fAthe r
the ability to fAembrace openly and | egitim
propagate themwithoti ndr anceo (Pakul ski, 1997:83 cite:t

the rhetorical optimism of citizenship, the men in this study, remain emphateaitious

sexual citizenslLiberating legislation anttuge changes in social attitudes towards ssexe
identities, with for example, Ireland being considered one of the mosdtigagily nations in

the world (Gay Community News, 20153ve delivered much, but have not yet dispelled or
eradicated the deep veins of homophobia, and stigma that run throoghseatiety. The men

retain a pragmatic wariness, and yes, in some cases an absolute distrust of society, a distrust

which one man said wagpuried deep inside me, like in my DINA &cM4(Q County
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Roscommon). This is the dividend of centuries of opprassimarginalization and
ostracization. New freedoms have arrivedt old memories and contemporary suspicions
linger, the past continues to cast a shadow over contemporary imaginations and realities
(Weeks, 2016)

Conspicuous sexual citizens

As sexual dizens, the gay men in this study acknowledge ttit sexual citizenship, while

fully confirmed and codified in the legal and constitutional sense, is a new social and cultural
phenomenon and they believe that the@mosexual identity is still seen hyany, as non
normative. As nomormative sexual citizensyithin a society marked by compulsory
heterosexuality (Whitehead, 200Rey often attract public notice and attention, appear eye
catching and rar@nd the reactions of others can cause thdm &een as distinguishable from

&he nornd

In conceptualising the men as conspicuous sexual citizeee them as conspicuous both in

the way their sexuality interacts with (or plays out in) the local and public realm, and in the

way gay men are ofteabsent from, and therefore ignored by local consciousness. In other
words, gay mem nonmetropolitanareasan be conspicuous by their
gay in the village6) as well as being conspi
t h e s e). Both havesndplications, as to how their constitutional citizenship is transfigured

into local realities.
Conspicuous by their presence

As chapter three highlighted, gay men who arl
of a reaction Reactions may vary from embrace, inclusion, and belonging, to hostility,
exclusion, and marginalisatipbut one thing is certajrihere will be a reaction. Therefore,

di sclosure of their sexual i dent i toyuti st hae rdeedc
(Columba, 47, County Longfoydt is difficult to undo the disclosure. Revealing a gay male

sexual identity in the local community is far from an inconsequential act. It is highly political,

highly significant, and the journey thereafter canvehainexpected repercussions. The
interaction of gay, male, sexuality and nonmetropolitan environment can be problematic; a

seamless integration between sexuality and his local space cannot be guaranteed.

The men in this study who do come out, while ot@sountering positive reactions, and acts

of inclusion and recognition, also detect an intense interest in th@onassexual citizens;
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they are recognizable because of their rarity in the local community; they become objects of
curiosity; and are seenrthugh the prism of their sexualityy other wordsa sthe docal gay

guyd Many of them believe that establistprural gay identitiess a very new form of identity
making, and that old stereotypes which primarily conceptualise gay as purely aboctissex a
linger. A number of men believe that there exists a powerful heterosexual and hegemonic
masculinist obsession with phallocentric sexuality, and a rhetorical revulsion by men especially
(for public consumption at least) for matemale penetrative seidowever, many of the out

men reported having baasked with friendly curiosity (mainly by women friends) what sexual

role they assumed with other men (Moskowitz, 2007).

The | ocal 6outd gay man oft en rqudthespriceisar i ce
level of attention, prominence and objectification that can be tedious and tiring and which some
see as a form of Ootwiteme mglhei Ex amapd & st ar fee ¢ le
water o, Aunwel c o me adn, nunfebus feverwday sotiab intevactions andl d 0
settings:

Walking into the village pub [as a sareex couple] and the pub going quiet [as soon

as we walked in] might have just been an accident but it happened more than once, and
that certainly did feel veryncomfortable and so we stopped going to the fidarry,

46, Norfolk)

You know i f | get involved [-youknowdndlage | i
think well, I dondt really want to expl al
reaction w | | be é.and of <course, i f theyodre
taggin alongwhatdo I saythen s it appropriate? And itds
you might never see themagajnou6r e gonna be bumpi.ng int

(Darren, 41, Norfolk)

The results of these interactions are inevitably emotionally exhausting for the gay men, an
exhaustion which can I ead to their withdraw.
me n , t hey are r ar ethed e p e & s ebbcomely(unikentdeir ellow an 06
heterasexual citizensgonspicuous citizens as a result of this o0kno
an array of reactions, some of which act telaetgtimize their status as equal citizens and

remi nd them of isbalisitormind tthed work ef ISleanedPhetan, anTAmerican
political scientist who uses the term fAstran
ar e, she says, seen as neither enemies nor |
| i k e(Pheland 201, 29, quoting Beck, 1996, 382 in Cossman, 2007).
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While the reach of sexual citizenship has recently been extended to embrace gay and lesbian

sexuality, this historical exclusion, this s
remainsa cul tur al Afigure of ambival ence who t
(Phel an, 2001:5). | see much resonance betwe

position and situation in their rural and sralvn locales.

It is also immrtant to mention how the intersection with disability can further compound
conspicuousness. A small number of men reported that they lived with conditions which are
covered by the Disability Discrimination Act. For example, one man was receiving treatment
for prostate cancer, another had intermittent mental health issues, one confirmed as living with
HIV, and on treatment, while one man was encountering decreasing mobility, due to a complex
array of medical conditions. This man uses a wheelchair, anddreermlike the other men,

was conspicuous in his limited mobility. He is publicly out, older, and lived in sheltered

housing at the time of the interview. He reported suffering both homophobic and disablist

verbal abuse, from other residents and fromhouggy st aff, who were accu
ito for attention and welfare benefits. Th
heteronormativity is very mbolHi edheswoyehhwely

connected to netiberal ideas of he individual as responsible for their own welfare; and
together they can also produce normative sexual discourses which consider those with

di sabilities as sexually useless, fHnasexual,
Conspicuoudy their absence

During the interviews, but more especially during my visits to, and observations of, the local
LGBT network meetings, I would often hear me
ot her gay peopl e?d T hoeonelhondredlpeople as ontine menfbdrse N h ¢
but most of this number were anonymous, and had never attended any of the group meetings.
Whether in Suffolk, Norfolk, Longford or Cavan, the groups reported the same- tnegualy

showed a fleeting (online) interdsit the weekly meetings and social events attracted the same,
regular ten or twenty people. This left the men feeling bemused and frustrated. The group
members who attend the meetings are firm in their opinion that many hundreds if not thousands

of gay merin their regions are in hiding, afraid to emerge; they are in effect, submerged sexual
citizens sexual citizens in waiting. Their invisibility diminishes their ability tetv@esexual

citizensand denies them the potentialitieksexualcitizenship. Anumber of the men who

were Onot outd argued whether O6coming outd
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yoursel fé6? However, most men believed that o
sexual citizenship right&Veeks, 1998; Richards, 2004) They believe that while gay people

may be political citizens to a greater degree than ever before, and that legislation can help
people feel like citizens, they wonder what this legislation (bestowing citizenship rights)
means, in practical tegnfor those who do not feel sufficiently safe, secure or empowered to

be 6out 6.

Through the absence of large numbers of out, gay men in the nonmetropolitan context, | see a
continuation of the virtual exclusion of lesbians and gay men from local cultural
representations, an exclusion which Cossman, 2007, and Richardson, 2000 saw (while writing
more widely) as a denial of cultural citizenship. The lack of a critical mass of out and open gay
peopl e, al so has i mpl i cat i oatcentuhtesrtheitidolateore f e w
they can appear and feel like beleaguered sexiurarity citizens marooned in an ocean of
sexualmajority citizens. Their sense of minority status has been fuelled by some recent
surveys, such as that released by the Offic&lational Statistics in October 2016, which
calculated that only 1.7 per cent of the population identified as lesbian, gay or bisexual, based

on a survey of 238,000 people; and showing that rural areas had even lower percentages, for
example, Devon at 1.8er cent and Norfolk at 0.9 per ceMgnhinnitt 2017). Whether

through surveys of this nature, or by observing the numbers who turn out regularly to weekly
meetingsselfidentifying gaymen in many parts of these study regions are often conspicuous

byt heir very absence and this completes and

and 6ot her 6.
Concerned sexual citizens

A theme which emerged during the study was a growing awareness by the men that sexuality
has gone globaDiscussion arouh sxuality is no longeassilentas in the past (Sullivan,

1996; Plummer, 2003)he visibility and voice provided by globalisation, facilitated by
advances in communications technology, results in debate and argument on a global scale
(Grove et al, 2014)Through television, newspaper reports, online videos, and social media,
the men in this study have become increasingly attuned not only to positive developments
globally (for example, the growing number of countries permitting ssememarriage), but

alo to numerous examples of harassment, discrimination and violence against gay people in
many parts of the world. In fact, the men are of the opinion thagagtrhetoric, oppression

and persecution seem to be on the rise, globally, and they are veeythatasome of the recent
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developments in the wake of the globalization of sexualities are a cause of deep concern. Many
of them see in such developments, evidence of a backlash against increasing tolerance, equality

and rights for LGBT peopléEncarnacion2017)

In conceptualising the men asncerned sexual citizenssee them as perturbed, distressed
and apprehensive about the increase in global hostility towards fellow gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender people and the possible implicationkéomewly won rights antheir new

status as constitutional citizens in Britain and Ireland.

The men are witness to ever more concerning media reports, bringing news of a whole network

of human sexual rights violatioasross the glob®f particular conern for the men, is a trend
towards what they perceive as Ostate acqui e
oppression and persecution of gay people. They cited numerous examples of regimes using
anti-LGBT discourse and rhetoric which unleaslaesi-gay populist hysteria. Reports from
Chechnya, in summer 2017, that several hundred gay men were feared to have been rounded

up and some killedTthe Guardian, 201&), and where Amnesty International were quoted as
warning that t hoesoe bdye et nmeed afuutnhdoersiitriacbsl wer e be
mopping upo, followed by arbitrary detention
the police (Independent, 2017a), caused consternation and bewilderment amongst the local

Irish and Engish men.

Developments in the United States, also caused distinct unease. They citegogteal
pronouncements in which they detect a renewed commitment to satisfying the reiigitus
andreemphasising the importance of religious rights, aptssible expense of LGBT rights
Thereporteddecision in March 2017, by South Dakgi&nningto sign into law LGBT hostile

legislation which allows taxpaydéunded agencies to refuse to provide any service, on the basis

of the agency dsonvictohsi(Tpwedoads 2007) wasna rude awakening for

men who had thought Gakira46, Narfolk).dn tHese gldvélopmeats o v e

they detect attempts to throw gay people out onto the margins of society again.

In the United Kingdom, the an believed that political rhetoric, such as that used by the new

leader of the United Kingdom Independence Party, where he (allegedly) said, that gay rights
Ahad gone too faro (I ndependent, 20176b), hi g
thatt her e exi st those, at a national l evel , wh

such, they believe thafiwe need to be vigilant, we can lose rights which we have
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gained#® .whwtitds I mportant to keep thegjobvi si bi
i snot (Daniel&2, Nodolk).

In this quote and through my interactions with the men in their networks and groups, | detect

an anxiety that, however implausible, the rights won in both Britain and Ireland, could be
reversed or eroded. €docal men, whether in Sligo or Norfolkerceive themselves to part

of a wider, virtual globabsxaahummamrightsyiolatibns and statee r n 6
sponsored oppressioA. large survey, the results of which were released in October, 2017
provide ample evidence that global sexual citizenship for gay people is a distant dream; and
that there exists a significant body of opinion which seeks to enforce criminalisation more
severely and/or reriminalise gay men and women (ILGA, 2017). laisalutary reminder that

the roots are shallow, and that both vigilance at home, and solidarity and activism abroad is

required
Al | the things that are happening makes
s o, but neverthediens,s,anydo ut hcaatnédst wbhey cwee ts |

activism (Philip, 72, at a group meeting)

As the global world and the | ocal world fuse
sexual citizen, whas aware of the disparities that existakes collective cause with fellow

LGBT people globally, nationally and locally. Either way, the journey still to be travelled
becomes abundantly clear. Sexual citizensdmip we there yet? Clearly ntn.fact, a question

arisesmight we see reversals UGBT rights and personal freedoms?
Conformist sexual citizens

In conceptualising the men as conformist sexual citizens, | see them as men who increasingly
feel compelled to accept and adhere to, established behaviours and norms around sexuality and

sexualidentity, norms which are inherently conservative and traditional.

Academic contributors such Rschardson (2000, 2004¢ossman (2002, 2007) and Plummer
(2003) among others;aution thatmodern models otitizenship (such as developed by
Marshall in he 1950s)are largely built on around Western notions of individual rights,
capitalist and netiberal economics, and are also inhererttigteroseist, gendered and
racialized Therefore, seductive as the sentiment towards citizenship may be, for gayabise
and lesbiarpeopleclaiming rights based osuch models of citizenshimay find that they

require a certain negotiation of belonging (Cram, 2016) which forces potential compromises
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around the nature of identitgn accommodation to heterosexual statiglaand the loss of
distinctive ways of bein{Taylor, 2011:583).

There were many examples of marthis studywho felt the need to verbally rejety such
notiors of assimilation, normalisation, @n impliedacceptance of heterosexual norms and
obligations. Mitch speaks for a number of the men when he reflects on legalisation permitting

samesex marriage:

On gay marriage: | acknowledge the upside toittgse opl e saying that o
gay people to marry i ndi c atwdhenyoa assithilate ge 1 r
compl etely you | ose something, people buy
less debate , and less energy. (Mitd}),EEssex)

There was a perceptible difference in views among older and younger respondents, with some
ode men exhibiting a f rblinglyfollawing thenmaindreatintop e o p | e
obliviond Gdy group meetirjg During a talk | gave to the groum July 2017 at long

established Norwich gay bahe immediate concern of tlgay landlords, whth may seem
perfunctory, was that they would go out of business, bedauséhe young ones dol
need to go to gay bars any more, they are hanging out with their friends in straight bars, and
cafes, and online, what with the advent of dating agpg ¥ 6 r e just not freq
bars, no matter what we do to attract them in; and | worry we [gay bars] will disappear. That

wi | | be a whole history and(Pathol e i dentity o

During this meeting, there were concerns that gays weseittingly colluding in the

destruction of a distinctive identity, and by engaging a forridaintity abandonmegtthey

were gifting the conservative, heterosexual lobby what they want, namely the increasing re
invisibility of queer, sexualised, college and campaigning homosexualityam minded by

t he arguments of Edel berg (2014) that | ibera
the same coino (:71), and that with Aequal r
parts of lesbiarand gay culture have begun to disappear (iddhumber of them saw that

increasing integration, and assimilation into heterosexual social spaces involves accepting a
condition implicitly imposed uponhorm®e x ual ci ti zens wheized, isexu:
deeroticized and depoliticizedo (ofthedangeasn, 20 (
of normalisation, most felt that they were being swept along by a very powerfuitichn |

likened to a tyranny of normalisatie@mn overpowering and yesppressive force.

Quite a number of men spoke ironically that, just when gay people are granted greater

citizenship rights (emancipation), at the same time there seems to be a parallel pressure towards
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greater conformity to a heterosexual ideal of segii@enship. An element of this conformity
involves a greater push for the privatization of sex and sexuality. Men spoke of the demise of
public toilets, which were used as O0cottage:
established and popularuising and meeting spots in forests,-kgjs, and beaches. The men

of Norfolk were particularly incensed about restrictions imposed at the naturist beach at
Holkam Bay, a secluded, wide and extensive beach backed by pine forests and dunes. The
beach hadn unofficial gay section, but was closed to nude bathing because of complaints
received aboutalleged openair sex activitiesin the dunes. Chains padlocking toilets
barricades preventing entry to fays community welfare folk (good citizens) with tdres in

cruising groundssymbolise a new hostility to sex; sex has become delitatee isa fear of

seeing or talking about sendthe return of polite society and prudishness about sex (and
especially samsex) practices. Many men remarked that eenlgars (where they still exist)

had become increasingly sanctimonious about intimacy if it getg were, too overgnd of

getting disapproving glances if they started kissing too much. It seems that many in the gay

~

community have absorbed and accdptet hat fAnor mali sation renoun.

This cautiousness around sex, and intimacy in the public realm also seems to infect the personal
home space of many of the men. Their testimonies betray effortsesibtildzation of their

living spacs. Greater tolerance and acceptance is conjoined with the need to respect and
honour heterosexual sensibilities towards displays of the feot, and queer. Images of
naked men are placed in inconspicuous places, discrma of sight of unexpectednd

random visitors, or neighbours and family. During my interview wiéhome 42, anda
secondary school teacher in ru€dunty Galway, he points out his pride and-jtye Tom of

Finland book on his coffee tabléut he ensures that:

any gay books, eecially those with graphic art like my Tom of Finland, are put into
the drawer when 1 d6m expecting visitors, a
it under the coffee table or cover it with the Sunday newspapers.

Even men, likeleromgewhow e r e 0 s hoeimtleiclbskEty (@ pen to interpre
like George, 56a business man the Eastof Englandw h o mostlyolid woul d engage
this unquestioning form of erasing and sagdansing, willingly acquiescing in the sanitisatio

(and sanctification) of their private domestic spaces for public consumption. Fhe de
eroticization of home, body and language was entered into, perhaps unconsciously, as part of
their obligations towards sexual citizenship. The new fear is not of alisation, but of

contravening what they perceive as local, culturally conservative, heteronormative conceptions
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of morality. In this, we can discern an inclusion in community that comes at a cost:
respectability, at the expense of transgression and sibwersexual citizenship as a

di sciplining and normalizing discourseo (Cos

A number of the men agreed that they put much effort and energy into doing what is deemed
acceptable and discarding what is considered unacceptable, in a b&tdme normal
(Maliepaard, 2014)Turlough, 51 (County Roscommoh)a | ks a b o u tplaytthiee n e ec
0decent guy o6 and. o6 ¢Heo doragiatnii zeersd agnadmet akes p
sports, family fun event days, GAA, hurling, and charity swimsomn Ght mas day . He
locally, and indeed it is common knowledge that he is a single, gay man. He is a community
figure, but in order to blend in seamlessly (assimilate), he avoids discussion arourgbegame
intimacy with the straight community, he denibe need to speak of such intimacy and desire
(with them), netthatinterasted inajl the sex pareof bieing@gay Despi t e t
fact that this is not the case (he admits the need to speak openly at the local LGBT network
meetings), he fids that desexualisation of his personhood is helpful or even necessary to fit

in, to avoid friction and tension; ekexualising the selfcomforts andcalms local
heteronormative concerns, concerns which are rarely voiced openly, but which are ever
presen Turloughk nows t oo wel | t hat , Al esbians and ¢
threats to the sanctity of the heterosexual order and must complexly situate their citizenship
struggles within this positi ononetivarkemeétiogr , 201

you have to be very careful how to preser
to be very careful as it can backfire if
Ireland).

De-politicization is anothedesirable outcomef beingam facceptable citiz
Binnie, 2000). There were signs of-geliticization among the men and the LGBT groups.
Clear divisions emerged between whamhond mi gh
English group Divisions came to a head ovle annual regional &/ Pridee The Obl ender
(who dominated the committeegyant ed dr ofkancilyypy event, whi ch
all 6, a 6community eventodé with an emphasis ¢
object to this per se, buebame quite agitated when proposals were made to erase the word

gay, from gay pride. This move followed a pattern where the @awyPride has been replaced

with a more ambiguous term: name of a city followed by Ri@lgy Pride) or simplyPride.

Intheend, t he O bandcaihdwh teedworsdv@ay was expunged from the title of the

Pride eventthe LGBTQI dimensions were clear to all who browsed the website and partook
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in the event in the day. Nonet hedeemmgngoff or or
Gayfrom Pride, symbolises the dielentification and dgpoliticization of the events nationally.

They see Pride becoming less gay, less political, and more carnival, promoted and marketed as

a O6partyd which c el ednmanityelsthegeedevelopments,cainumbeer si t vy
of the men discern a subtle-silencingof gay sexuality, certainly in so far as it alludes to an

active, subversive and questioning sexual identity, which seeks to interrogate, and problematize
patriarchal, masduist, heterosexist norms and highlight the continuing dominance of
heteronormativity within society. These men would like to see a pause in the enthusiastic
embrace of sexual citizenship as it is currently positioaed,a consummate commitmeat

critique political parties, and the corporate world: all of whichh@&t®ricallyheteronormative

andwhose embrace of gay sexual citizenship may be partial, or rhetorical.

Perhaps one of the most publicissetl celebratetégislative advances in both coties was

the introduction of samsex or equal marriage. There was a broad welcome among the men
for this most symbolic and practical measure; their welcome would correspond to Agigian
(2004) who highlights the many benefits that marriage can bring tosexrmuples, including
opening the door to reproductive possibilities. However, some men saw it as an unnecessary
aping or copying of heterosexual institutions and traditions, while others saw it as a possible
6Trojan Hor sed whi wsdipatoroofigayddentity, larel a vehiate fof further h e r
normalisationTurlough(51, County Roscommgris emphatic in his views:

|l m not sure about the marriage thing. |

Tatchell on that. | dosbtdbné&e t hke fthcki
dondot | ike 11. Leave it as civil partner
marriage thing at al/l and thatodés probably

Turlough acknowledges that to pravhatize and critique sarsex marriage may seem
churlish, in the face of apparent widespread enthusiasm for it among gay communities, but he
was not alone a¥oshua, 4{Suffolk) testifies:

Gay people do not get married. We have something called civilgranips. | still stand
by that, I dondét | i ke the phrase, and |
terminology. Why should we as gay people embrace straight terminology

Joshuacont i nues that marri age mawnflbeadstopoehs

such as children:

|l dondét want to ,paeentado@éi ngnghmadriead
parent al i nstincts. Fine i f you want to d
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to do somet hing tfheyt 6o nodott wwa ntthitno tdcaeiir
paternal instincts at all. 1 candét stand

J 0 s htaséindory on the pressures towards marriage and parenting remind me of the words
of Cossman, when sdnegagmea arelsingtbloaght infd the feldsiofa n

and reconstituted, in the discourse of the new familialized cai@2002: 484).

Despite such reservations, deeply held by some men, others had embraced this new
Arecognition bas e dd)and pad maried(tovards tha end sf oha study2 0 O
Studying the glossy photos of the weddings, | was struck by how familiar the act of marriage
seemed. With the notable exception of the (lack of a) church setting, many other elements
seemed eerily similar tthe many heterosexual weddings | had attended down through the
years. Images of smilingamily and friends, hotel, champagne, banquet, wedding cake, music,
dancing and celebration. The Ao rcismen, ratherf f er er
thanoneciswoman and oneisman. Of course, needless to say, this is a fundamentally historic

and significant difference, but all seemed so ordinary. But, can we be so flippant about the
victory to be ordinary? Surely we cannot forget the words of Weeks) indneeminds us that

we should never underestimate the power of being ordinary, it has helped transform the LGBT,

and wider world (Weeks, 2007). Indeede transgressive era, the era of the queer and gay
radicals shouting from outside the walls, demandupgglity seems to be over; gay people have

been let in, and we now inhabit and colonise those same institutions and structures which we
were denied membership of for so long. Our moment of citizenship seems to have arrived
(Weeks, 1998). At face value,igshcan be seen as a decisively transformative (and radical)

mo ment . Il ndeed, some of the men f &dchthet hat é

straights a thing or twd Eugene, 52CountyDonegal) as he remarks:

| mean, the gay life, | mean, | havebdées with friends of mine who are in heterosexual
marri ageséand they are concerned about mc

in open relationships, who are sticking t
say well, this is what I[wanttodo,yo can do it too, you know,
a couple. So | think what will happen is that, you know, the gay marriage model might

influence the heterosexual mo d e | and migh

parenting agr ee mtenta for bdcking the system @rid eréwing up
their own approaches.

We see here, a belief that allowing gay people into the institution of marriage may have the

impact of bringing new, more equitable, cooperative arrangements to a historically traditional
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patriarchal, and unequal mechanism of social control, and perhaps facilitating greater

democratization of relationships (Weeks, 1998).

Nonetheless, despite these optimistic possibilities, we cannot ignore the work of Cairl,Styc

who reflects on othepossible outcomes of sexual citizenship. That the inherent pressures
towards normalisation and assimilation produce bindresa mel vy t he fAgood gay
of the spectrum and t hlin séeb sedual gitzgnship asnhigltlyh e o't
circunscribed Yes,gays and lesbians are recognised as subjects ibuaenly so long as

they fAembrace an i deal of &6érespectabilityd,

the 6good gaysd6 and (disreputable) O6bad quee

In attempting tapplyStychi n6s typol ogy to the men in this
and some that woul d Gmaemgd2plines in diraldredathd aidorecentlyg ay s 0
marriedToby. The wedding was held in one of the premier hotels in the regionvéheitself

was lavish, with over two hundred people in attendance (majority heterosexual family, and
friends). The entire day was videoed and no expense was s@aaetdneand Toby went on
honeymoon, and shared photos on social media. They personifigopg bouple, proudly
displaying their engagement and wedding rings, and sipping cocktails in luxurious settings.
They returned to Ireland, where they now live together in their owner occupied, and very
comfortable, house. They dress in a mannerwhichdbedld consi dered oO6preppy
casual.Tobyworks locally, in a very welpaid profession, whil&raemehas chosen to work
parttime. Graemerelishes his role as honmeaker and housdusband and they are
investigating théegaloptions of becomingparents through adoptior surrogacyr such like

Their social media sites show a permanent performance of coupledom, and a hectic social life
of overseas trips and family days out. They have ceased to attend the local LGBT group
meetings (too busy witmarried life), they are frequent users of social media, but rarely, if

ever, post any topics which concern gay rights, or gay politics. Indeed, they show very little
interest in engaging with controversial topics per Beey have recently purchased a
expensiverare breed dog, and together tipgt photos of shopping expeditions with thog,

quite often on day trips to Dublior Belfast Graemeand Toby, are a friendly, welcoming,
hospitabl e and enga gviewigg trem thipuglke theend af Sthcins c an 6 t
Agood Gaemeamd.Tobyar e e x e mpl ar thdy go mothinggaaunsetile
traditional, hetero inspired norms and values. They embrace, and are included in, the
institutions of family, gender, work and nation. They appear tdhdraoesexual citizens

embracingheteres e x ual citi zensd relationship tradit:.i
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example of a gay couple following a path of normalisatidha st r at egy whi ch n
significance of sexual differences and sa&xidentity, becoming in every other way the ideal

of a national ci tilzhepedectcitzeniirdimdualswh®etbrdce hard 2 4)
work, are seHreliant, consumer oriented, committed to family, politically oomtentious,
nonradicals wio proclaim monogamy and aspire to parenting. And yet, they are performing

an immensely radical act lsmplyliving as an incredibly open gay couple in rural Ireland;

such are the complexities and contradictions of sexual citizenship.

Stydchinés understandig of how sexual citizenship can collude with heteronormative hostility

and thereby create di sr eBem &redifed, ®ngle Mmamged58g ay s 0
living on the outskirts o sizeable town in the East Anglide has had multiple relanships

in the past, does not believe in the necessity of monogamy, likes leather, has an interest in
S&M, has a dungeon in the basement of his house, offers Airbnb to men who like to partake in
S&M (which has garnered a certain amount of displeasuredraor two of his neighbours).

He visits saunas, sex clubs and darkrooms in London, and is currently engaging in some
personal resear ch o nanmeresi be pabficised om theglocal gaty | v i t
networkFacebook page, and to which he reediva number of replies (from gay men) such as

fithis sounds sleazy to me alt a bit pervy, if you ask nee a is this fior your own self
gratification or is it serious research? whi c h recal |l s our ear | i
normalisation renounces sexutBBen refuses to curtail and deny aspects of his sexualised
identity. He has firm views on the dangers of abandoning a queer philosophy and is perceived
as a Ot hor n Prideconmitees dud te bis vochl canthibaitions on the need to
continte to fight against injustice (the gay events committees find that an emphasis on
ofightingd for rights might dampen the party
for Pride).Benmight fit with Stydiné description of a disreputable queeraor ibad gay o0,
to his nonconformist stance, and rejection of normalisation and assimilation. He annoyingly

and resolutely refuses to erase radical agitation from his lexicon, or to abandon his views that
there areid i f f er ent ways offTayldr,i201l:58§) aralrnhd is defiantiyn g o
determined not to be repackaged and reconstituted as a socially homogenised and pasteurised

homosexual citizen.

Sexual citizenship, and the trend towardsé&ualisation, normalisation and assimilation also
act to clange attitudes and behaviours of gay n@mardsother gay men. A number of
respondent s expressed alarm that S 0me gay

heteronormative attitudes towards relationships, sex, and sexuality. In doing so they
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appropriate denamning and oppressive narratives of the pistry (46, Norfolk)discusses

RichardandBryan

Wel | itéds i1l lustrated by a conversation
and his partner, Bryan, met in, at a party, you know, lots of sex agd dnd all sorts
of stuff. They had an open relationship. And about two years ago, three years ago maybe

we were having a meal and Richard said sc
we can get married é[civil peltdohopetisahi p] ,
gays wil |l start to behave themselves and

must admit at that point | did feel that was rather inappropriate. They had met through

an open relationship. And their entire lives, their entirauce)twas defined by that sort

of environment . And by taking on a, I d
bourgeoisy middle class attitude suddenly, not only was it hypocritical but it was also
denying a very large and important part of their owrstifke

This encounter has causidrryto reflect on whether we have been sold and enthusiastically
bought into a concept (sexual citizenship) which is not truly liberating, but rather contains and
encourages new forms of oppressittmough a tyranny afiormalisation and assimilation. A
conservative creation, which provides a form of hesarual citizenship located within, and

subservient to hetergexual conceptions of sexual citizenship.

Final remarks

During the course of th study | have aempted to understand the lives and life world of these
men, and assess the nature, scope, and breadth, cdakedl citizenshifas they live their

lives in the nonmetropolitan spadguring this time, whether through conversations,-tmre

one interviewg or participation in local network meetings, an overriding reaction among the
men has been sheer wonderment and amazement at the journey travelled during their lifetime
a journey which has seen their sexual identity move from a position of marginalisatio
castigation and revilement to one where they are embraced, included and wedsogesd

menin the national, political, and civil sphere. From a legislative perspective, sexual citizenship
has truly deliveredn both jurisdictions The men emphasisedetlsignificance of their new
constitutional status which, alongside dramatic shifts in social and cultural attitudes, has
brought them in from the cold recesses of society, recognises the validity of their sexual
identity, protects them, and promises a sl@rthe social and cultural affections of the state.
They refuse to underestimate the impact these developments have had on their confidence, as

gay men, feelings of selforth, inclusion and respect. They have moved from the margins to
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a place of centrdy, in the national context. This was personified towards the end of the study,
with the emergence of an openly gay man, as pnrmaster of the Republic of Ireland, just

over twenty years aftelecriminalisationThe Irish men feel that the scale andesppof changes

and attitudes towards LGBT people in Ireland have been dramatic and profourfol; tred

most parttheyconsider moderireland ashaving moved away from the historicdkreotype

of a sociallyconservative highly religiousand illiberal country. As the gaps in economic
wealth between the two countries have closed, as cultural links have increased, and other forms
of harmonisation occur due to factors such as globalisation, the men in both countries see their
respective rural contexts akaring manycommon life worldfeatures which shape their

experiences as gay mantwo LGBT progressive countries

While all the men recognise and celebrate the end of, the old tyranny of criminalization, some
also recognise the emergence of a iganny- of normalisation and assimilation where the
requirement to supress the sexual self in the public space; to be circumspect and eschew non
masculinist, and notraditional codes can be overpowering. A number of the imdyoth
countriesask, is tiis atrueand authentic form diberation?

The men feel that the nonmetropolitan and rural environment places particular burdens on the
obligation to conform, blend and assimilate. A number of the Irish men, in particular
commented on how their rural\eronment placesotions oftraditional heterenuclearfamily

on a pedestaMost of thegay men in this environmefgelan e ed t o avoi d O6unse

traditionalrural values, and to negotiate their gay identity within the context of rural culture.

For the gay men in this studiyy both countriesthere is no doubthatthe nonmetropolitan
space does have an impact on how they live their lives. The centrality of heterosexuality, and
hegemonic masculinity to normative conceptions of rural sexugktyder relations and rural
masculinity is apparent throughout. Heteronormative dominance can blight social transactions
at timesNonetheless, mamyf the merare slowly and quietly asserting their right to be, to live
and work in these rural communitiesd are changing the cultural narrative about what it is to
be a gay man in the rural context. I n attem
citizens in the nonmetropolitan space, | found much value in the work of Phelan (2001), when
she olserves that the process of citizenship, of becoming equal sexual citizens, is still in its
infancy. The idea of a journeyot yet complete appeals to the findings of this study: the
political journey has been made, but the journey of hearts and mindsf, eutural affection

still has a way to go. Robson and Kessler speak seductively of the need to place social and
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cul tur al embrace at the fiheart of <citizenshi
Turner (2000) emphasise the need to move beyaad tecognition and embark on a journey

towards greater social and cultural recognition. | feel this is impet@mmany men in this

study experience subtle forms of exclusion, and ostracization from friends, neighbours and
work colleagues; the ruradn be an alienating, isolating and lonely environment for these men.

The emphasis oplacing acultural embrace at the heart of sexual citizenship may also help

avoid gay people becomingempty shell citizerwhere the rhetoric of citizenship does not

trickle down into the attitudes, embraces and affections of communities and localities. This is

a longterm and ongoingproject, and it involves the presence of brave gay people and their

allies acting in communion, and acts of solidarityequires actsfaecognition, and support.

Often this does not happen, and alienating maggressions (Nadal, 2014) occur frequently.

Clearly, to return to the main focus of this chapier arenotthere yet; we haveotarrived at
06destinati on empyhadhotended Ifthisasritheé caseuwe mayavall ask, where

are we going? And what is the future direction of travel? The study points to a future where
there are no inevitabilities, and no certainties; it is not inevitable that progress will cantinue

a path of ever increasing enlightenment, nor is it inevitable (or even likely) that Britain and
Ireland will regress to the oppression of the past. In that sense, history does not end. The
weakness may be to believe that this point (2@8fe end ohistory; that we have arrived at
6destination equal icongtdutiooahseXua atizenshis is rotithe end e ¢ 0 mi
and so, we need to avoid complacency. As Jeffrey Weeks reminds us, our current identities are
not unique to us and they aleaped by time, history, place and context (British Library Event,
201 7).

The everyday acts of locals in the rural space can be considered new forms of organic activism
in our times.A quiet revolution is fostering change at the local level. The quietugeon of

ten gay men wal king behind a rainbow fl ag ir
town. This study shows that there a@chmen today, who through their daily lives, are
engaging in this quiet revolution, making changes for themsalvegor othersThrough the

simple act of living as (often the only) gay couple in a locality, or as forming a local LGBT
group, contributing to newspapers, speaking at meetings, marching in local community
festivals; in these activities | see a new ratign - local radicalism. In the everyday acts of
standing up, coming out, educating, telling stories; by their numerous actions, demanding (by
these brave but quiet acts) their rightful inclusion in the cultural and social affection of their
specific geogaphic context (Bell and Binnie, 200Dglamore, 2013\Veeks, 1998).

210



To this end, the study is testimony to the power of everyday acts of coming out, telling stories,
andchanging the cultural narratives about what it means to hé/gagther they realisi or

not, these men are truly pionsepioneeringiew identities in the gpe of the rural

Original contribution to knowledge

This study makes original contributions to knowledge in a number of ways. Firstly, by
researching the lives of gay men inauand smaitown environments, it helps address
generametrocentric bias in research sexual minoritiesSecondly by locating the study in
nonmetropolitan regions of Ireland and England, it answers a ne@doferempirical data
from rural areas itboth countries, in particuldrom Ireland, where academic inquiry on the
lives of rural gay men has besarelylacking. Thirdly, by applying theoretical principles and
models, most notably models of sexual identity formation (Troiden9)18&d sexual
citizenship (Weeks, 1998), the study-aentextualises existing modelsy showing their
applicability in a specific historical, geographical and spatial contelt. adopting this
approach, the study offers valuable insights on the role of saedllegalchange in the
emergence ofhe gay man as sexual citizenn Ireland and BritainFourthly, the research
demonstrates theowerful influence of the nonmetropolitan contexnd how shared
experiences of men in both countries accrue due to their nonmetaopativironmentThe
study also demonstratéise specificities of gay life in the space of the rurahd how this
problematizes and complicates our understanding of the nature of sexual citizenship. Finally,
the study highlights the potential of sexudlzeinshipandthe emergence dbcal forms of

rural, gayresistance and radicalisms well as some of the limitatioassexual citizenshipas

seenby local pressures to hormalization

211



Appendix 1.
Map of the study region in Ireland

I nterviews were held within the shaded areas

Sourcehttps://lizardpoint.com/geography/images/maps/irelandlabeled.qgif
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