


THE FUTURE

ardly news to anvbody at this stage that the GLC is no longer with us. But before
11 lapse intc a commumal bout of post-disolution depression, iet's take a look at the
right side. |

” We bave g center in Stoke Newington where Irish women are welcoime to drop in for a éhat,
which offers welfare advice, a well-stocked book and record library, a place to hold
meetings and seminars, lunches for Irish pensicners, a baby and toddler group, classes in
~ Irish Dapcing, Music, Literature and Drama, Irish Womens History, Irish Language for
Children, the opportunity to learn P.A., Video and Radio skills, and a kettle that's
always on the boil | In short, we have a place of endless possibilities for Irish women

in London.

Now you can take off the sun~glassesvfor a while. Without the CLC it is unlikely that
the London Irish Womens Centre would exist as it does today. Without the hard work and
dedication of a group of determined Irish women it is certain that it wouldn't. Therein
lies the lesson for the future.

As we go to duplicator the funding situation is that the Richmond Scheme will support the
centre and three workers fimancially until June. After that there are no guareniees.

Planping

¥ith a'view to the future a series of meetings have been planned, These are open to
gii irish women who support the aims of the centre and are interested in developing its
ootential, The latest such Open Meeting was held on March 20 and attended by approx. 40
women. Starting with a description of how the centre came about and the facilities it now
offers, given by Brid Boland: the chairwoman, Jean Byrne, then invited discussion which
ranged from the use and organisation of the childcare facilities, as ouﬁlineé by Imelda, te
who the centre should be available to. A list of proposals were presented by women from
soth London which highlighted the difficulties for some women who live quite far from
the ceptre and the need to develope an effective commumication network. The Newsletter,
it was felt, was an obwious means by which to do this. As the meeting progressed the need
for much more discussion became clear. There are many important areas which still have to

be covered.

However, some progress was made on the question of rumning the centre in the future.

Sub Groups were established to look after the vital areas of the Library, Childcare,

Arts and Recyreation and the Newsletter. It is extremely important that these areas
continue to function and are developed even further in the future and the only way this is
going to happen is if women are prepared to give some committment. Membership of these
sub groﬁps is not, of course, confined to those women able fo attend the Open Meeting,
‘more members are not only invited for each group, THEY ARE CRUCTAL.  An Irish Lesbians grove
was re-established at the Open Meeting (details elsewhere in this NL).

THE NEXT OPEN MEETING I5 ON WED. 14 MAY AT THE L.1.W.C. AT 7.30.pm. :

Details of, and reports from sub-group meetings overleaf. === [:::D
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after the open mesbing ab the centre a geooup of us met together to
profuce the newsletter. We all gob very keen arout the possiblities
of makmg the newsletter an exciting read. We want to generate
debate, have a letters page, write aboub our history, keep up to dage
with events and oroups, have news u,»,mw fﬁgwris of what women 1in
Ireland are *“z:zi:‘;; and wore.  That'ls the good news.  But for all of
this we may have to charge a subscription for the newsletter as the
financial support for the centre is extremely ncertain. The
newsletter is essential to C“sn’:" auz the work of the centre and to Keep
us all in touch with each other

£

= wank you all to subscribe If the
warst: comes to the worst and we 2 to pay for its production. We
want to bring out the newsletter on a more r(,;;al.a basis, overy six
weeks,  so please send us informaiion, | comeentsy,  opinions and
letters. The Newsletter sub-grovp needs more members.

han McNally, Maureen O'Hara.

Jean Cross, Rae Dowds, Mary Jennings,

The first meeting of the LIBRARY Sub-group will be held on Tuesday 29 April at

the L.I.W.C. at 7.30 pu. There are currently over 1,000 be
Trish women and 200 L.P.s of Irish music in the library. [t is a collection which

is probably unique in London and which will be of tremendous value to Irish women

in Lendon for years to come. Most of the boc:k:: still have to he catalogued and until
this is done the library cannot be opened for berrowing. It will be the respopsibility
of the Lil:n‘ﬂsir'j:-Sbe--grclup~ to ensure that the books and records are catalogued as
quickly as T)QbSlble and then to see that things run smeothly when women ave able

to borrow them.  The Library sub-~group will also have to keep the collecticn up to
date and in view of 2n uncertein future this may involve some imaginative fund-

raising. The lere‘rjy syb-group needs more merbers.

. of interest to

The ARTS AND RECREATION Sub-group's first mesting will beron

Now that’the 'centre has PiA. Video and hadio equipment we can be sure that not only
do Irish women have a voice but “that we lomow how to use it. It oeans also that We
can record ‘gur-own progress so that our histary cannot be disterted ar overlooked as
it'has been in thé past. We bhope to be in a position to hire out this equipment
to other womens organisations and groups and it is vitally important that the sub
group kmws whﬁs .got what for bow long and when its coming back.

DLEASE FIL' I'N “’" RE‘TUR!@ THIS=SUTP TO “THE' CENTRE AS'SOON '‘AS PQSSIBLE.

I wouid hkp to Join...../know more about..... the LIBRARY....,.../ ARTS AND
RECREAI}ON....../ NEWSLETTER......CHILDCARE ...... SUB GROUP{S).

NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE . bPay : ) Evening

.
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IMPORTANT NCTICE

Becouse of the heaw work load gt this tire at the London Irish Womers Centre
ad the reed to concentrote urgently on particulor tosks, the service offered
by the centre is terporgrily being reduced,

The existing clesses ond courses will continue at the centre and there will be
access for orowps reeting there alreccy, Al other access will be by aoint-
ment only.

 Also, we will not be dealing with telephore ouerles cirectly, but the Anscphone

will be listened to dotly ond any urcent colls will be cealth with o soon o8
possibie, we hope this situgtion will not lost Tor pore thon 6 weeks,

Some of  the work we will be concentrating on is:

Future Funding 1
Compieting the Arts & Recreation Secticn, 1LE. Dwvim ard instolling the
rarcinder of the emuiprents  Setting o the Sound Studio ord Dark Poom,
Preparing the coeoints Tor the auditor, :
Procucing the Annual Report, ) 5 P
Supervising lest winute Sullding opergtions ang adonuotely SeCuring premises
for 1rsurdes purposes, ' .

6} Conpleting catolosuing of the Library

+

152 Bl S
et e Vo

We are sorry to have to curtail the services of the Centre for g while, but
It Is necessory in oraer thet ttonogy function well In the future aid theot 1ts
full potential be achieved,

- VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers would be very welcone 10 help with tosks such -5 cotcloguing the

Library, or generclly lending g had.

Women whe e intger&;teci in wlmteering should leove thelr nare, contact no,
and tires fhey would be avoildble o the Anscohone,

ANY CHARGE TR THIS ',Siﬁ“ifiﬂ'ﬂ(ﬁ WILL BE DETAILED IN NEXT NEWSLETTER,
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AL May BenrriT For [RisH PRISONERS AppEaL
GROUP AT THE WhITE Horse PB 1w BroTon,

The SPIKE TSLAND LASSIES (6 of TE woven
FroM SHEELA Na B18) Wil BE PLAYING,

LESBIAN A nAY PRITE WeEK
Evenrs [N Hackey,

g e

Prease rivg Cenmre 248 7518 1o CONFIRM

FulL sooress:  Oon WHiTE Horse, 261 Brixon R,

AL AT M SWB, . pu, 487 34D,
D-Bdune 13386 1
As PART OF THE NATICNAL STRENGTH GAY PRIDE. ui
CeLERRATIONS, HACKNEY TOUNCIL AND VOLUNTARY ;
SECTOR ARE ORGANISING AND SUPPORTING Q/J
ENTERTAINMENTS AND ACTIVITIES DURING THE
wEek oF Friosy 20 Jue - Sar 28 JuE ‘86, i
A FULL PROGPAME OF EVENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE SCON. | &
Tre LWC, HAS HELPED ORGANISE TW) OF THE EVENTS e
TURING THIS WEEK. &
Tues, 24 hne mere witl BE A (e FoR IRish /
LESBIZANS AND FRIEMDS AT THE Duke OF WeLLineTon 5 4
Pe o Baus Pord Roap (MR, DALSTON JUNCTION)
WITH WOMEN MUSICIANS, J a,
Fri 27 e at Cear’s Patace, Rrooxssy Waik, P
Hoverron, £5 SHEELA NA GI6 will e pLAVING AND @
e HAIRY MARYS sancing AT A TrapiTionsL N
{ounTry & WESTERN EVENING ROR ALL LESBIANS IN ‘ N
HACKHEY, o

TO A WOMEN

DISCO
on
SATURDAY 24 MAY'
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: ‘\Qev a£s>tter Qub Group
Iondon Trish Womens Centre,

59 Stoke'Newington Church Street,

Room For Yhom 2

! was sitting Az the recent. Open Meeting of the LIWC lHstening to the debate about who should use the
Centie and its resources. We were u:Jd y the duprent LIWC Mdrdgmm Comittee thet the suggested policy
was for Irish e m and’ second g@'max,,m Irish women to have use of the Certre and its rescurces and that
ron-Trish wamen were welcome at the Cerfre as guests of Irish women (ist & 2nd Gen.} and that ron-Irish
women also be allowed to use the Centre's resources.

As T listened, my mind wandersed! back to the Grand Opening of the LIWC and the words of Nell Mc Cafferty,
when she verbally cels b; ated the fact that, at last, Irish women had 'a voom of our own'.  Greal cheers
azcomanied her speeciy and thare was much :'u:d nodding and hand clapping. ‘

Now, although it was agreed thot Irish women (1st & 2nd Gen.) should have priority over rescurces available
at t‘ e Cu*m I want 1o say that T feel [T IS NOT ENOUGH.  We have walted a very long time for 'a voom of
our ot and whilst 1 agree with Irish wawen bringing in non-Irish women as quests, T strorgly believe that
~all résturoes should 39 for usr* by Irish woren (ist & 2ad Gen) ONLY. The whole philosophy behind the
setbirg un of the LI to provide space ard resources for Irish waren to meet, socialise, leam, meke

i&.uHﬂCt, share ideas or Vﬁk‘i’:‘v'@" together as Irish women and 1o be in a “safe" place.
CIT the LIWC opens Its resources as well as its deoors 1o non-ITrish women then it can no longer really be an

E Il sh Womens fcm,r » in any meaningful way. It is possible to imeging a situstion where Irish waren visiting
3o
{

i using the LikC could find them selves in a minority, where current resources were unavailsble to them and
vhers r,hey had 1o struggle o avail of the facilities which the LIWC was specifially funded ‘and 'set wp to
pm.f ide for ai! [rish vornen izmg i London.

| Tt seems unch more positive for the LMD to contine 1o work towards getting more Trish waren to know of and
juse the Jentra instaad of of ail women, There ave hundreds of Irish women who have no place
o meet as vomen, wio have 1o« ity resources and who desperately need a "room of their owt'.

: Jededededodedekeek EILIS HRARS
g Tn*i% iatter gent .to the Trish Post last Octeber, and still hasr't appeared in print,
we are happy Lo Le able to rectify that and, in keeping with the poiicy of this Newsletter
we will centine to rovide space for 1e=tteks which other publications have refused to
winty » as long as you send them to us, ‘

f ’Lb“' Eﬁﬁlﬂf,

We vare dissppointed that you gave such a brief report m&nrmtm.sk&hmsémfm The cruimid
was attended ’Ly over 500 Hvejy and enthusiastic woren. Surely the fact that a large marber of uscae
J)g?ther to shere ous cinmon oqmﬁ.em’« as Irish woren living in Ergland is significant and deserves moxe
actention, Yar ceport didn't mention fhat there were well atterded wockshops for lesbians, leshian mothers,
amother for ex-catiolic vamen etc. cte, anl t} ot sexisn was a pecurrent theme in meny of tha discussion grogps.

We erewell aere that you dn't H«- a met famale reparter to present fhe women's pa:sgar_uw. Sirce
YIL:{KP}‘Z‘M o spea far the Trich in Britain we ask that you try to represent and reflect the daily
Hwes of us wapen a bit mre realisticelly, -We are old and young, fat and thin, sove single, same brirging up
o, We work in all sorts of jobs ad are jovolved in trade unions, politics, charities, sdpols,
rpitals etc.” Yau wauldn't thirk 5o fran lookirg at "'The Trish Post” where we are used mecely for deca*atim
v ‘:ys socislising and ever smiling ! Plesse sir, show us as we warts ax all.

Yours sincerely,
THE SOUTH LONDON IRISH WOMEN'S GROUP

wed ek
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London, provides a variety o services, and was
mobbed on opening night. Nell Eﬁe@aﬁ@_ v battied
her way through the crowds to send this repait.

Boe
a place

Ao i

£

PI—

NOQ IRISH woman need ever arsive in -
London again wondering hopelessly where
to g0, what te do or who 10 contact. Thar

- nightmare feeling of foss which has assailad

" countless thousands over the centuries, as
they stood in vast railway stations at the

“hesrt of the British Empire, ended last
Saturday, February 1, when the first ever
YTondon Irish Women’s Contre was
opened. .

- Prom now on all 2 woman has to do is
go stzaight 1o 59, Steke Newington, ,
Chupch 8t., London W16, where, as long -
as she comes from Irefand, there'li be a
welcome on the mat. The telephone
cumber of the thres-storey centre is one
tirat should go straight into the diaries of
ail intending emigranes ~ 249-7318,

A full-time staff, al} Irish and all female
of course, will 1ell callers and wisitors
everything they need to know about
welfare, health, housing and legal rights in
thar big city,

They will also provide tes and buns, a
washing machine, drier and troning board,
and a creche for any Irishwoman coming

-in off the streer. Hundreds of Irishwomen
‘came in off the stpeer last Ssturday as the
Cenire opened its doors for the first time,

' Some were drawn from the fifteen groups
catering for Irishwomen in London, others
were veteran feminists who had worked

- within British groups, and many wese
individuals who had seen posters
advertising the evenr and come along
bccar.}se finally thers was building in

Landen that openly camered for
. ¥

Irshwomen in their own right.

The £32,000 house was bought for the
wommen by the Greater London Council
which specialised under Kea Livingstone
in providing for the peeds of ethnic
minorities in the capital. Salaries have been
guaranteed until the GLC is abolished
iater this year, and the swaff are confident
that further funding will be provided by
Ieft wing borough councils, chariteble
institurions and the EEC, With a panache
that marked rheir confidence they provided
free champagne to all whe visited Jasg
Saturday.

The Centee is radically and .
fundamentally different in outlook fro
existing Irish community and culturg!
organisations in London, which, the
WOIen point out, are dominsted by men
and the traditional Cathoiic ethos of the
homeland. ‘

The new home from home last Saturday
was 3 veritabie swap-shop of information
between women involved in campsigns o
step sinip searching in Armagh jail and
Wandsworth prison, gt the troops out of
the North, support the Dunnes’ StOTE
strikers, defend the Well Woman climie
ageinst ciosure in Dublin, 2nd expand the
Londen frish Lesbians group. There were
times during the celebrations when i
seemed that they were holding sn annual

Feid

-Beneral meeting of Irishwomen United, the

radical feminist eraanisation which

damsz;a;ed Dublin in the mid-seventies.
.Opinion during the day was evenly

divided about how good and dad Lendon

10 which she has ke

can be for the Irish female. Women who
had not seen each other since leaving
Dublin vears 230, when they used 1o meet

- ourside the Labour exchange, compared

notes on their jobs. They were working
oW 0 computers, faw, the social services
and middie level managem

Nriziiiig
DOWCOTICTS were assured that soon thev'd
be off the buses, where mane a

opes and are eager to pass on the
mformation.

bad news, which ren sezmicssly
through their 1alk of joms and oouncil fiats,
#2s that England s ~ ' ang held the
Irish in jow esteom. A teenager from
Cenpemara, § va days in Lendon, was
urwilling 1o give her name because hes
parents might not approve of the e style
n like a duck 10
water, despite the talk of racism. She had
¥et 10 see daylight, she said.
. f‘.fteg 2 winter of rain and mud anc the
doie with cows for company, she was
mesmerized by big buildings and neon

lights. She had just booked 2 flight to Paris

“Twelve pounds fifty sterling for a single
ticker, can you believe it”, and she'd think
3bout her future when she flew back mid-
waek. : 3

Her young eyes widened in dis
g woman came into the Centre

g, sh, have
women, and keep up with the news from
home, she said. She liked talking to ail the

WOmER irom ihe Worth who were there.
They toid her all the things (hat weren't
reported in the newspapers

Later in the evening the colebranss
decamped to Islington Town Hall where o
fund-raising benefit was held for the Well
Woman Cen

1 Centre, whose director Noreen
Evrne 10ld the assembled white and black,
gay and siraight, married and unmarried
women the things English n pers
didn’t telf them abou?the cmn of
Irichwomen, = '
The story of the Abortion refe
still guzranteed to silence @ €10
Many of zhcmsnshw

Tp e
&
Sp,. "Q».th’ .tlﬂ»-



> nev members
last Monday of every month at 8pm in South London Women,s Centre, 55, Acre Lane, SW9

esion group

- t

Battersea and Wandeworth

Sub group of above

Have got funding from council to put on series of events; interested im Irish women,s
education and art locally 3

Can be contacted through sbove address

“EAST LONDON

Firet and second generation

open to new members

discussion group

Meets fortnightly in vomen,s houses

For information on meetings and venues contact Adrienne on 512 5089 Mon-Fri

« CAMDEN

Anybody interested in starting up a Camden First generation Irish women,s group(i.e, for
immigrant women ) please come to a meeting on Wednesday 30th April at 7.30pm in
: Camgden Neighbourhood centre
12, Greenland Road, NWl

“ GREENWICH

An Jrish womens Group has been formed in- Greenwich., Meetings are held on the first
end third Thursday of each month in the Clockhouse COmmuinity Center, Defiance Walk,
Woolwich Chureh Street, Woolwich, at 7.30 pm. All Irish women welcome.

There are anumber of groups that we know exist but we,ve been unable to get any details
sbout them. If you want your group to be advertised please send details inte the Irish
Women ,s Centre. Y
These groups are; Haringey Irish Women,s Group
Anti-Imperialist Protestant Women,s Group
Irish Women Writers Group v
Camden Second Generation Irish Women,s Group

If women from these or other Irish womens aroups would like to use the centre for
| meetings nd/or seminars they are very welcame to do so. Just let us know,

! The ground Floor is.suitcble for both and is fully accesschle with discbled toilet.




“he duratiorn of the

ITRIP SEARGHING OF TRISH EXTON E2U0QN “
of Martins Anderson and Blla 0 ,Duyver, the two Irieir women being held '<:>
ﬁ?i on, st baginning the 5th of May fin the Old Bailey”

,ai‘L‘R cj_n,li;z}.b.l acy to souse exlosions in the if.¥. hetween the 2nd

{une w?SJ@ gre sullty, The women are being tried together wi
en and anorher woman " be s political trial. They are all being trd )

re 1984 e.g. the "Blocponl conspirecy", theM
lotel Bombg Jloth, ﬁ@ﬂ%*“;“, fine man, Tac Magee, 1is facing a "'Brighte:
wrder charge, The oman, b let out on bai?, is charged with withholdin
nformation, Martina and Ella will be in court every day and will not recelve visit

vafige wof thi

0

loth women have been systematica Iy while on remand; on uverane 50 tim
v monthyseask J They, %a*e had 115 Lody searches a month each, As if this wasn,t bad e
they havﬁ been sul : £ e.5. they are checled cvery 15 minute
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luring the night; # ha seen rattled very Joudly througlh the night waking
romen a ep et all on 3lat March or lst April.

z

triz searching is
it ie vsed to g
tarascment and oo
tiways vaed emsorg

by the British Government. Ttiis}
smen both in Armagh and Brixton. It fs sexual|
created the Northern Irish state in 1921 it hat
Bt med force to try te silence any opposition to the
itate. It has always had a ? iicy of 1 ~:ﬂmrﬁt agalnst irieh political pr2801ars io

&

ﬁ s34 Lxﬁ% g&iicy , : ‘ A i ,'ﬂ

Py

he Irish Frisecners Appeal { IPA | who are uamﬁaigﬁeng to #iop the strip sefatchlng af‘
omen have nov got access to an office. The number is 737 4 44 Hovever, letters, donat’vv
'te should be sent to 245a, Coldharbour Lane, SW9, They will continue their reaular
ickets on Erixton Prison,Jabb Avenue, 5W2 on Saturdays between 11.30am and 1 1.30pm up
il Satureay 3?& Mayy court pickets will:then be organised. ( Details of rhese not
inalised }’Et )- I y (1207 o2 2 J

508 to have the Judicial Review ( aimed at
suthorities from strip searching the women) i-
« MOEEY IS URCENTLY NWEEDED TO COVER THE LEGAL COS™..

dchbael Fisher, the wowenlso
estraining the 3 fine
he High Court in
TEASE BEND LOuAT

EQCS "“

rish Prisoners Appeal
fo Lepberh IBRG,

&ha, Coldharbour Lave .
W3 8RR

ANK ACCOUNT DETAILS
Irish Prisoners 4npesl”
‘st Weet Bank, Brixton SWO
coount nvmber 024789353
orting Code 6L-03-36

PgAﬁ%g& pﬁépﬁé i 10 bl

« Fundralse - R
» Lobby ¥P,5, councillors ?eiinﬁts ieaﬁefsi
« Come to thﬁ plckets on Brixtor <3
+ Campaign in your a*gan*eatiansﬁ fzude ua;ens, rommuni*y grcvps and pl&ce Q4 worshiy
g&dl Tz an end ta tﬁe,:triy searching. and tocaffiliate .to.the IPA. el
~tters of support to Martina Anderson D25134 )
S i | ) ‘1ls O,Dwyer ot &
07 FidHag ") G U H.ﬁ. Prison Beixvon O (E1T1 THUG 0

worpl 2 1ol e PeOusBex 369 hnlay oy a ik Jishsr
G Jebb Lve. 2 : .
hondon SHZOXF-: o et it i ; - i

FETHG TELD FOR THE CAMPAIGN DETATLS IN LISTINGS OR RING
Lol 737 4144 i

RS PR




IRISH WONEK TN WANDSWORTH.

& g;.rf TRE GOUTHL LONDON TRIGH WONENS GROUP MEET ON THE LAST
a
2 -]  MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 8PH IN THE,
b SOUTH LONDON WOMENS GENTRE, 55 ACRE LANE B 9.
ol o

Wi ARE A SUPFORT CGROUF FOR IRISH BORN WOMEN IN THIS

AREA ;‘iINCE HOST IRISH ACTIVIRY IS CLNTRED IN NORTH

LONDOH.

f .
DOES "YOUR. “OLD MAN NG
&lVE YOU _TQOLBLE '? % ;"’° QF Wb LEMONADE IN LONDONI.1::

E %
Ang  Wothaa who would lke to
Eall bo other uiomen, i the Same
gikoakion 6 weltome to come @
ko on  nboreagl P

EVERY TUESDAY ab:
EgsuaY  PRmCETON (OUUEE,
SIDMOUTH ST, GRRIS INED. Wt

Storks Teesdoy 22 Apeil 6~8‘§-\

RM'AQ?&):L

*-'rms Wil BE A PLAYRoM Rt (e

PROFESSIONAL.  HMELP IS AVAILABLE oN
WELPARE RIGHTS, HOSING, LEGAL MATIES

,v ILEATO COMBAT ANTI-IRISH RACISM IN SCHCOLS AND TO
ENCOURAGE AN IRISH LIMENGION IN LOCAL -‘.Eéiiﬂiilﬁ. WE
ALBO LIASE.VITH LGUAL BORUUGH ENTERTAINMENT T0 HELP
PROVIDE LOCAL IRISH KVENTS.

Al ¥ YOU ARE INTERESTED t‘xND WOULD LIKE MORE ‘INH)}.M,_A’I‘IO

=2

PLEAGE CORTAST JEANME ON 228-23%27.

Accomodation :

. Hot (o
A9 Sel Yl Nudsznf ket
qusms% o Mot shae ) |
WW‘Q raxe 4 hause . Kewtd sbat
PLEASE DHONE TRICIA DARRAGH ...74B8-5688. %5’9 gt wetke M SJ'B‘-’E nwwg-
' venngs 3206 1277

AWRE THERE ANY IRISH LESBIANS WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IE JOINING
AND HELPING TG SET UP A LESBIAN CROUP (NOT BXCLUSIVELY IWISH LESBIANS)_i

TO EXPLORE ISSUES OF SPIRITUALITY AND PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT.

TOYS FOR THE GIRLS (AND BOYS)

Does anyone have sy toye, Jigesws etc.
thet are in good condition, but thst

o o
P

¥ 1 oow o gt U e WA

the stbjects and tn on effert to
spread the knawledas, is giving them

7 HEE ! )
phone her ot 249 7318,

they no longer need ! .
The Irish Womenz Centre would glve ' / ?
ihew & good home. FPlease ving us at } / // ;
29 7318 i A\
| , | N/
AT T i T | ///
A DATE_FOR YOUR DLARY ) A
i gl
e hope to have m evening of readings ﬁ i | _/-_‘_
on FRIDAY 13 JINE, This will / A 1 ;
coincide with the Feminist Book Foir [ﬂ 1 4
in London, | ¢ SRR o
So keep the date free o there’}l be / e
more info  in the next newsletter or / 1 e
Ring the centre at 249 7318, gy
AR !
NEVER AGAIN TO BE PEPEATED OFFER FOR : r 3
SOCIOLOGY or SOCIAL ADHINISTRATION AN
imeldo is finished w : : i
e 1 {th her hooks on b m{‘ éf

“YT know: youw gave us the moucy Ken-—but, lmnéstly, we den't have a singic
. Y ! ji’b va&_;quc.v!" b . : -';.-‘A 5
THES CARIOON GRAOYD THE TAGES (F TE TONUON STANWRD (N 2/4/86, VMY NOT' WRYTE 1D BE EDXOR AT: - .
PO, BOK 1%, 118 FLIRT 1., AP 4D, or RINE 3532666 / 2667 AND THIL THEM JUST 0V FLUMVWY YOI UMD T




Funding situation for GLC funded Irish projects in London

Waltham Forest Irish Project |
Greater London House, 547 Leytonstone High Road,L.E11. Tel.5584577

Has not been funded by Local Council or Department of Enviroment,
so no longer has paid workers from 4/4/86. However local peaple
will keep il going on a voluntary basis.

Newham Cairde na nGael

ZA1 Windmill Lane,Stratford E15, Tel.5195089.

Has been given transitional funding by the D.0.E. for the next three
years. Two full time workers. They are setting an under fives group.
IF interested ring above no. '

tambeth
2 EA Coldharbour Lane, SW9., Tel.2747700 ext. 36.

Unable to be contacted,

Battersea and Wandsworth
Has lost Funding and no longer exists.

Greenwich

1157723 Powis St, Woplwich, SEf0,

Have recieved a furuher years fundlnq from London Borough Grant,
Two full time workers.,

Haringey

C70 Hornsey Library,N8. Tel.3483354 ext 3.

Council hdave made committment Lo fund them for a further vear but
group has recieved no money yet. Have been refused funding by D.O.E.
Two full time workers. :

Camden :

112 Camden High St, NW1. Tel.4820869/0824

Have recieved a further six months funding from the D.0.E. Will have
a review-at the end of this period to consider a further six months
funding.

THEY have meetingsrevery second Nesnesday starting 16th.April.

at the Irish Cenhtre.

Need:offers of help to dxstrzbute leaflets on housing benefits.

Isltington
Caxton House, 129-5T,Johnc Wey, N19. Tel.281 3225.
Salaries and running costs for April,May and June. THEY DO NOT KNOW

if they will get further fundlng,.51tua110n to be reviewed,
Have “vacanies for Irish pensioners lunch club on Mondays 12.30-3PM
at Andover Community Centre N7.

Islington Council have funded two new full time posts, which have
been filled by Irish women.0One woman (Catriona) will be developing
new projects,eg. Under fives group, Youth group, helping to get
“Islingten Irish Centre. The other woman (Clare) will work on advice,
information,newsletters. ; .
Total of four workers,

Following projects have women workers.
NEWHAM GREENWICH ISLINGTON.
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shiee .. i sees b be fashionable thesy
L RgiE R R Waman, leshiarns, women
ver soid they v ould ave deing it, | ask
Jwhat s 1 about snd {don't qatmany anmru
i maku much sense,
fdon't wany 1o have childion, Forme itis s
sitive ehoics which has  valved over the years.
o gxcited by the heisngs: and experence of
iming my e with fow of the traditional selaban.
ships 1o fall back on, that is, children and famity {3
have very Dmited involvemeant with my family now
pucavse | don't want 1 telt them that Ema
teshisn). 11's good to have the unintzrrupted space
o put anergy inde creating and maintginisy lasting
arud secure celationships with women. And | don't
iy invobved with bringing up
ehildven {§ vdo enoy soending time with ehildean].
fMor do want 1o be invelved in co-parenting ar
cormmunst ehildren. They are both good ideas, but
sare is lirtle ewidence 1o suggest that they work
gven in fuminist housshoids. S0, | have decided my
troits. | am prepared to be a feminist aupair —~ §
will cantinue ta fook after e childien of some of
ey §ylands because the woman/mether needs 2
Hut § don't wish 10 »rugple with the
s raised Hks sharing responsibility and power.
Hpwing mwade this decision | Hve it and with a
fog of anwrm { fgal ishelied, silenced and often
soousty on isues valated to childeare
. The tabeis wivich § have bean
5th inchugde chiid hater and seifish. My
s ag it having children are often
ourrel so as it would sppsar that my
based on = distike far children.-Onge
sstabhishad i is d8¥ficult 1o change this. The
trush is | iike childrern but find the atiitudes of
many mothers ungslatable. And, yes | ageee that
sy decisinn nat to have children is 2 seifish one, |
Gon't think that thers Is anything necessarily
wrnng with that, But, eguatly the decision to have
chitdren is also aselfish ons, it would be nice if
mothers weuld begin 1o acknowledsge that.

The situarion: whers § fuel sitericed a5 a single
Waman are numerous | . when women bacome
pregnant or have ba I zhe sxpectation (5 that

sueryone shoula fsel happy snd congratuiatory,
wv:{* otten ! don’t anc why should i. i s not ona
of tifes aveniz that ibuilis me, | don's expecy i
spport or happiness frem friends or acquainiances
whan | underiake 10 46 something which they‘re

Mot remotely interested in

fdany women with children expect their single
frignds to 11 our tives oround theies. This may be
fire, but oniy +f equal status is given 1o the de-
mands of miv iife, Bven in feminist warkplaces it
3% not easy 10 phone in and say "'l not be in
inday as H'm belping my lover through a ciisis”,

oo UNSPOKEN CONFLICT,

whareas no-one bats un evelid if there is 2 plicne
call from a mother saylng fivde Rite is sic and
P not be in today’

My opinions on childcere and methering ars
often not taken ssriousty, Commente like ‘onty -
mathers know what it is rsally ke’ sre not un-
common, Whils { would agree that thers e many
aspects of the day Yo day experignce of ma tharing
that arz not within mins, | do have opinions on
thase igsuss, for axample, children’s schogling and
discipling, Bui there i little scape for expressing
or sxploring tham. Why is it so impossible 1o
question the current baby boom in feminist circles
without 't besoming a defensive battisground? |
searcely dare 1o open my mauth and when | do
the conseguencss are (oo often regretizble.
totherhood seams o be same Kind of
sanctinanious fasue. 14 is not past of surrent
pokiticsl discussian, Whyt £ is seen ta be personal,
# guestion of the individual woman's chaics.
Having children may be an individugl personal
chaicg, hut s implications s far reaching — it

changas friendships, alters cur vision of the future
and opens up the possibilities for doing things in 8
differant wey sic. And yei, sll that currentiy exists
i stlence. Gan we noi hegve sume kind of distogus
- the space to explore why women decide & have
chikiren, or not 19 heve children, the
cararsdictions invalved in rearing children ste,
L

Siokivdn N7 Néaraigh

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING

for IRISH WOMEN and also

IRISH LANGUAGE. CLASSES
ot

BRENT WOMENS CENTRE.

SRR A A

IRISH WOMEN IN BRENT GROUP
con be contacted through
Brent Womens Centre,

Rﬁ

The IRISH WOMEN & MENTAL HEALTH
GROUP meet regularly at the
LIMWC It is moinly a dis
cussion grou, ond they hope
produce o pamphlet on the ex-
periences of Irish wamen in the
area of mental heglth, New
Marhers are very welcome,
The next meeting Ison
THURSDAY MAY 1 ot 7.%0pm at the
N

social events, for Irish women.

For more information plesse contact:

Cabin Y,
2% Horsell rd,
Lonvdon N5

or Telephone:

The Irish Women in lslington Group is & volmtary orgeuisation based in the
Berough of Islington. We provide informaticn on TrainingHousing, Welfave,
Educationsl and Social facilities ax well

ag organdsing courses, classes and

The Irish Women in Islington Group,

6098916,

SPARE

mrtwn

the Spare Rib collective

in the mgazine,

STREET, N 16, ot 6,15 pm,

About o vear oo @ group of Irish women cot together to discuss Spare
Rib’s anti Irish rocism, their coveroge of events relating to Irfsh women
both here and in Irelond,  There hod been same disatisfoction felt by many
individuol Trish wonen and Irish worene grouwps for
e 10 g head when Spare Rib mublished o partioulorly offensive

An open meetirg wos arranged o that Irish women could meet with
and oir thelr complotis,

From that meeting it wos decided that Loretic from the collective would
meet with Irishiwonens grouwps on o regular basis,
' held periodicolly over the past year,
W 10 date of Irish wonens events ad 0
It glso gave s the ooportunity to discuss with the
Spare Rib collective such things os thelr policies, deadlines etc,

The next meeting will be on 30 APRIL ot L.L.W,

sore time but this il

¥

These meetings have besn
Their aim Is to keep the coliective
ensure we are properly represented

€., 52 STOKE NEWINGTON CHURCH

If vou renuire o creche for the meeting, piease book in avarge.

A

i VP

STIPAMBRI IR i sty VT

AR AT DA R

SRS—
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The following Classes and (c-oups are now runiing at the Centre.”

BABY AND LOBQLE:R GROUP meet ever’ Tuesday and Thursday mori:ngs from 10 am- 12nom m

RELAXATION & SELF HEALING GROUP meet Thursdays at 2 pm, i

IRISH LANGUAGE CLASSES FOR CHILOREN on Saturday Mornings fris 10 - 12, Weus
intend them to be very informal s¢ that children will enjoy eoming and learning.

. New members are welcame for all of Lhe above classes and groups.

P.A. COURSE nn Wednesdays 6pm - 9pm.

COMMUNITY RABIO CCURSE . on saturday morning 10.30 am ~ 1.30 pm.

VIDEO CLASSES: VHS Cquipmenit or Tuesdays - 9 pm
VHS & U ~ Meiic Viaen Classes  on Saturday 11 am - 2 pm.

The Video classes are now booked up, but don't loose heart, see below:

>> If youwant to join a LA, Video or Kadle class, please let ug know and we may be able to
start aother class. :
1t 15 important that wowen vho teke a phiw‘ cn the courses do tum up. Because these are
practical closse: and there is only one set of equipment for each nurbers have to be limited.
1T women dontt turn wp not amy 15 the Clﬁw itself held up but a place is wasted.
If you cai't nossibly va g 1 of course circumstances w:h dicate that
WO prts her (e G s T the course, but, PLEASE RING, and let us
know in time to find & fvhr'-»r wonan to taks your place., i.e. at least one week in
advance if you Can,
It is clso important that +f you book a creche and can't come that yoit cant.el the creche.

These C.asses and Courses are ongoing at other venues.

CEILI CiLASSES ery Thursuay 7~ 9 pm at the Whittington Park Communit
centre, Yerbury vd, N.19. Beginners we,lf"ome (fully accessable). Imelda, 249 7318.

TRADITIONAL FRISH | «JSI( CLA:SE::. Mengays 6.30. - 8.30. Fiute and Tin Whistle, beginners
welcome. -, ‘ .

IRISH-LITERATUKE AND DRAM/ CULASS For details ring Szhina Sharkey, 609 8916.

WOMEN IN IRISH HISTORY CLASS Every ledriesday 7 = 9 pn at Highbury round Hse,
Ronalds Rd, N 5 nearest © Highbury & Islington Or Holloway Rd., ({Not accessable).

The ground, floer of theifenvye is y- accessable and this is where most of
Tthe c asses are held. Other c asses 2. ke held here if disabled women wish
to‘partske of them. Pleéase phcie to meie sure.
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The A,GM, of the LONDON IRISH WOMENS CENTRE

WEDNESDAY 25 JuMz ot 7.30 p.m

ring for detalis of venue

The Annual Report and previous yeor’s ACCOUNTS wiii be
presented, ond ¢ new Monagement Committee will be
elected, (5 - 9 rabers)

Women wishing to stond for election have 10 hove ot least
% pominations (see rote 6 constition: “naid-up” menbers
refers to all women on the rewsletter mulling list)
NOMINATIONS hove to be in writing and sent {o:

et

The Secretarv, L.I.W.C, 59 Stoke Newington Church St. N1B.

by WEDNESDAY 11 JUNE ot the latest.

. The present Mancgerent Comitiee are 0s follows and can be
re-clected:

543

Norothy Ferqus  {(Secretary)
Ann Gilmartin ( Chair )
Jean Byrre {(Treasurer)
Schirg Sharkey "
£1len Reynolds

Eilish Dowds

"

Lﬁ{is im@c QOO(E tﬂm QutltiallilketiagzllnIQBE THER-!!IIR
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CUNS I L IUTLUN— LIWC.

The name of the Association shall bhe the Trish
Women's Centre Group. - :

The objecis of the Group shall be to promote, mainitain
and advance the education and welfare oF Irish
women by giving information, advice and support on
health and welfare and prriicularly bw promoting

and encouraging cultural activities.

+

wembership of the Group shall be open fo all women
who subscribe 1o the objects of the Group and who Pay
such ‘annual sulscription {if any) as shail e decided
by the Committue as hereinafter delined

The busziness ol tae CGroup shall be mansobd by &
Committee  {hereinafter referred as the !

onmmitiest !

R

An Anpual Gegneyal Meegting shall be iw
not mote than iy weeks hefore noy mors
weeks after the first anniversary ol thsz
Genaral Mesting of the Group. The busin
Annual Cereral Meeting shall be Lo receive an
Repoxt and Accounts and to elect the msmbers
Committes, and such other business as ithe Jom
shall decide. i

The Committes shall consist of not les
HoYe than ¥ meabers who shall »o slected

"2t least 3 pald-up mimbers of the Group anhd pe

the Annual General Mesiing.,  MNominaticns
Committee shall be made and supported in wiii

sent i

the “ecretary of the Committee at least two weeks pefo
the Annual Gengral Msetin: to which they velate.

“ihe Secretary shall send 2 notice 10 all mesbers

inviting nomimations for election to the Commitiss

General Meeting.

The Growp Committes shall consist of a Chalrparson,
Sesvetary, Treasurer and between 2 and 6 Committee
nembess vho shall all gerve for one year and retire at
the next following Annual General Meeting of the Group,
A retiving member shall he eligible for re-slection,
provided that no mewber shall serve on the Group
Committes for more than three years sucressively,

The Committee shall be entitled foc open and maintain

bank acoounts, raise and invest funds, borrow wmoney;
lease ox rent property, employ and pay staff and do

21l such things as they shall decide are necessary for the
achisvemant of the objects of the Group. :

A3 SFE OVER, PAGE ...

T,

7.

IB.

20,

i1 monies raised by or on behalf of the Group shali

be applied to further the objects of the Group and for
ne wther purpose.

‘ . 3 : .

After the dissolution of the Group, sny essets remaining
‘after the satisfaction of any proper debts and ‘Yimbiiiti
shall be applied towards charitable purposss for the
henefit of any othexr Group or Association having sinmilay
charitabls objects o those of tne Group.

The Treasurer keep & record of all monios raceived
and expended v the Group, and Trodute Acscunts far £he
Arinval General Meeting of the Group annually, ;
Secretary shall keep o record of all decisions of

; e
Commities, and of all correspondence sent and rveceived by
tha Ceormmittes. The Chairperson zhall ehair all mEetings

of the Group and the Committee.

The Secretary will act as Red
armual election of members to

No zlleration wav be mads 1o thse o
Copgtituticon zwlrtipns o *he ohvieo
the dissolutlion of tus wus . T
otherwise Le alterad by a twoe-thirds e o
a Ganeral Meeting of the Group provided that all the
mEmhers have been sent writton notice of thg prmpc;;d
ehangs at least two weeks before the date of t%ﬁ me;+ing
? measting.

e -

A Geheral Meeting way be called by tha-ﬁecretaxw o d Her
at least two weeks notice to alli members ef ?hgydghxlﬁ%
tinme and place of such meating, togelhay %Ezgdgﬂ*éf?m“aé
the Dusiness 1o he iﬁétb” wEtaiLB 0f

The accidantaleommission

ot :i.:wa.].:i.d;.a % A meetir shall

& ; K. o A 4
“W give notice 1to any moenbes

The guorum for meetings

its rembers plus one.
of ithe Group shall bo

o the Committes shall be hplf of
The quorusm fo o5

; : T general mestings
25% of it ES R B LY membersh*nig
"'f”

Rescolutions of the Committen
general meetings of the Gray 1]

ibnl : Ioun shall be ssad By simpl
?aj:iity on a ihow of hands of thoe qphb§§:s7da2§ P

Bt . sree AN g4 vkt ) “is L
,?;ffa avent of a tied vote the'Chairpewsnwr} p?\
Daing shall have 3econd ang casting vgt:“ OF BhE tim

aad ordinayy resolutions o

:I: g Lo i«"ﬂi tt o [N V o R t p Hi ‘1 ;ﬂ“b‘* Co“u“.a. t te\ﬂ 3 a -
i1 v S8t 1 =
o pS s X

it and dﬂ"ide ot thin g
i e Ay the nrDose & ) QAN B
to such Sub“cummittees? : ® #nc regulations relating

The Group mey b .
"8y be wound s L
of a General Meetine thap on a three~quarters msjority

constituted, * has been properly called and

ENDWMENT: - — ,
ﬁM~ND”EJTG AT A MEETING HELD ON WED. 14th MARCH 1984
ﬂ;iguf DECIDED T3 CHANGE OUY MAME - FROM *IRISY
PEUTRE GROUPY TO LONDON IRi$W WOMEN®S CENIP

P

At




DIARY

MOR 21/04 7.30ma

MEETS EVERY PORTVHNIGHT 8 MONDEYS
CROMER STRERD WOMEN'S CENTRE WCL
KINGS CRGSS TOBE, BR

-
o

WED 23/04 2.000M

CRMPAIGR FOR BRITER TRAVEL BETWEEN BRITBIN & IRLLAND

METING

CAIRDE NA GAFL
2R WINDMILL LANE
STRATFORD 115
STRATFORD TURE, BR

SAT 26/04 ¥%

PICKET BRIKIUN JESE AVENUE SWZ  BRTXION TUAN
BAT 26/04 7.30p4

HARINGEY TRISH CENTRE SO0TAL

IRISH MUSIC/ SR

TO BE HELD EVERY [AST SXP OF EACH BEUNTH
STOATHERINES SOROCE

FRETORIE RBD N17

WHPTE AT LARSG BR

2,81 CONCRSSTONS, RIS PRES

SAT 26/04 250
WO IN TRISH HISTORY SEMOAR

SHRE ARTIONE I8 THIS GOERIErmR
LONDON IRISH WRENS CEns:

5% STORE SEWINGTON CEUORC

X
HO¥RERT

MON 28/04 7.30Pm

ISLINGION TRAVEILERS SUPPORT a800P MERTING
BUS COMPBNY

PAIMERS PLECE WY

HOLIDWAY ROAD TUEE

TR 28/04 7.30PW

T

5 2 ; -
RARINGEY JERG MERTING

WED 20704 2FM

- IELINGION IRISE PENSTONERS LINCE CLUB

FUNDRAYSING BENEFIT

IRISH TRAD MUSTIC

VICTORTA VIS

JORCTION OF HOLIOWAY RO & LYVERPOOQL K 7
BOLIOWAY RO TUBE, BIGHBURY/ISLINGION TUBE
£1

THU 01/905 apm

BENFFIT DISOD FOR IRISH WOMEN BEING STRIF SEARCHED IN BRIXION
PROCEEDS TU IRISH PRISORERS APPELL

LIVINGSTORE ROUSE

RORTH EAST LONDOW POLYTRIENIC

LIVIKGSTONE R, SYRNTEORD HIGH 87, KIS

STRALIRG T TUBE/BR THER WAIK OR BUS TOWARDS BOW

2?7 i

#RY 02,05 6,309

TNCERNATTONEY, CELERRATION OF MAY DAY

ENTERTEINMENT, SPEAKERS FROM IRISH, IRANIAN, KURDS AND -
OTHER NATIOMALITIES

CRWMBY BALY

RED LION SQUARE WL

HOLBORN HURE

AT G3/05 =

PICREY BRINTON PRISON BEE FERLYER

MO 08708 %

Gal 0

SEP STRIY SEARCH CAMPAIGN STE BARLIER

TUE 06/05 8P

ISLIMSTON LRRG MERTING
PEE 261 3223 FOR VENIE

WEDL 97/0% 27

5.5, MIND MERTING ON YRISH PEOPLE AND MENIDL NEAITH
241 STEPHENSONS WAY W1
BURTUN SOUARE TUBE

THT J/05 2-12pw

HEVEAM CATHDE N NMUREL IRISH PRISONERS GROID
FUNDRATEING SOCTAL
T BE HELD RECULANLY FIRST THURS OF SVERY MOWDY

¥

= (D



INTE TR SIS
SAT 10,703
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WOLIE TONE SCCTETY: BOBRY SANDS,JAMDS JORNOLLY COMMEMORATION
SPELKERS: JDM MCALLISTER~SINN FEIN,BOR DOVIE-TWE. BRIGADE, TROCPS AT
TBRG, DONDON JTRISH WOMENS CENIRE,LABOUR PARTY,TRADE (NION REP,BLACK
COMMUINITY REP, IRTSH PRISONERS AFPEAL,JOINT CRAIR~-MIRIAM JORES COTHER
UNENOWN

COMGRY BALL
RED LION SOUARE
HOLOORN TURE

50P

SAT 10705 8, 3n« .30PM

WILIE TONE SOCTRTY PUNRAISING SOCIAL ; : T4

IRISH TRAD MUSIC IRISH LESBIANS GROUP

SIR GEORGE ROBEY PUB ) ) : . _

SEVEN SYISTERS ROAD We recognise that many lesbians leave Ireland be gaJSP of the repressive attitude

OFP FINGEURY PARK TUHRE towards gay people that rermeat es every aspect of Irish society. Many Irish léesbisns

i d

come to London
Often

=N, : irish lesbians
HENEFTT FOR IRISH PRIGONERS APPEAL i
MAYEE WOMEN ONLY?? : for being lesbi
RING IPA 737 4144 FOR DETAILS | Y i
OLD WHITE HORSE PUB An Irish Lesbia

SN 11,05 72

they Tind-thet the

to sert themselves oul or simpiy to gel away.
ruation here is not much hétter, '

..1 oy e
o Seex SuUpReTT,
4

Py £
-+

¢

iscrimination too, for being women,

‘o put an eud ©o by Irish lesbians

m

BRIXTON ROBD or Eilish, 881 L@Bu
7 The aim of the group is
TR 13/05 7.300M in London and to offer

0 the is

1
suprort and Ffriendship.

HARTNGEY 1SRG MEETING SFE EARLIER

WED 14705 7. 308M

u**fr**f:*****t*i**tt*i***tt***t** ETTES TR0 b d

H

sk R kB SRR OPEN MEETING AREBAHEREA IS

CARERS SUPPORT GROUP

sakes  LONDON IRISH WOMENS CENIRE ~ whihes,
Sl & Rk Bei e B oo de IR e e TR Lt r Tt LR et bk

Is anyone
59 STCKE MENTRETON CHUBCE STREET N16 S anyon

women who a
MON 19/05 A%

STOF STRIP SEBRCHES CAMPRIGN SER PARLIER

Cwould like to such

i a suppert group for Irish
handicapped dependants ? We

Please ring 249 7318.

L
’{')'«-c 1
=3
PESEE

SAT 24 MAY

PENEFIT DiKo AT
Sourte ww LHOPEMS

CENTRE

TUR 27/05 *#

HARINGEY TRRG MERTING (SEE EARLIER)

mN 0“\/06 i

™




JINULED 0T LIILUGAKE SUB GROUP MEETING

) cpildcare sub group that was formed at the Opevaeefihg.met for the first time
% 2th April '86. Two main areas were discussed:

v
Jruture Activities. 2) The use of the creche at present.

ATURE_ACTIVITIES

1) - 11 was suggested that the group would look into the possibility of running a

/ week long festival for Irish Children during the summer. This would include such
things as workshops in Irish language, dancing, music, singing, cooking, art, outings
etc, We decided to approach Hackney Council to try and get funding but if anyone
couid 9ffe( any help with the organising and running of the scheme it would be much
appriciated. We need help with general organising, publicity, general help through-
oul the week, drivers, someone to prepare smacks, new ideas, and women who will be
able to run the workshops. : :

2) We also thought that if possible we would like to organise a sort of educational
day for all children where they could participate in the avove workshops,

3) We discussed how we could ’ensure that all the facilities at the centre for children
whould be open to whildren with disabilities and that we should always encourage
these children to participate in the activities. It was decided that in future
all publicity would alsc ge to groups who work around this area and that we would

make curselves knewn to these groups.

THE USE OF THE CRECHE AT PRESENT -
It was decided that the Baby and Toddlers Group should continue to meet every Tuesd:y

and Thursday morning. It was reported that the group is picking up in numbers and

going very well.

The Self Help Play Group will now run in the mornings on Wednesday and Friday and in
the afternoons on Thuesdays and Thursdays. This group is looking for new members,
fo if you are interested either ring the womens cenire or call in at the above times.

We had some debate about who should use the creche facilities. At present the crech-
uses the policy of the Centre i.e. pon-Irish women are welcome as guests of Irish
women. Some women felt quite strongly that they wanted their children to mix with
Irish women and children whilst at the womens centre and so non-Irish women shoulu
not use the drop-in childcare provisions especially. However these points warrented
more discussion than there was time for and it was decided that when putting the
minutes into the Newsletter we would ask women to think about the policy, discuss

it in their local groups and send in their ideas so that we could have a wider

debate around such an important issue.

The Childcare sub group is open to all first and second gereration Irish women who
have children, work with children or are interested in ensuring that there are

and will cintinue to be good quality childcare provisions for Irish children at the
centre. We would also like the gruop to become a point of campaigning or pressure
group that looks into the needs of Irish children in schools and play provisiens and
puts pressure on these responsible to ensure that these needs are recognised and met,

The next meeting of the group will be on'7 May at 12 noon at the South London Womens
Center, 55 Acre Lane SW 2.
There will be a minibus leaving eh the Irish Womens Centre at 11 am. Please ring

Imelda at the centre on 249 7318 if you wish tc become involved in the group or
if you would like to make any contributions.

GIRLS GROUP
We are in the process of setting up a girls growp at the centre. We intend the group to run probably ore
evening a wesk and 1o be ¥or giris bebweon 11 - 16, We have had an initial meeting with Hackney Youth
Office and they have suggested thet we go ahead and set up the growp. So  ifyou have &perience of youth
work or are interested in becoming involved in it we need wolunteers to get the growp started.

Ring Imelda on 249 7318 for more details and offers.




IRISH WOMEN ¢ HISTORY GEMINAR .

On  Saturday 13 March 1986 a seminar on Trish Women and History ook
place at the LIKI, Between 25 to 30 women atiended. The speskers
were:

Jzan Cross - who sooke on the position of Irish wmen in the 26
coanties, talking abour cases such as Ann Lovett apd Jeanns  Hayes,

Mary Lennon ~ who spoke on the history of Irish women's emigration,

Sigbhan MeNally ~ whe spoke on the wacr in the € counties and working
class catholic women's involwement in campaigns divectly related o
the war and also gave a history of feminist and anti-imperialist
women's groups since 1969.

Bnn Rossiter ~ who talked about her swpeviences az. an Irish woman

involved in Irish eolidarity work in Britain; the campaigns she was in
and the political arquments that took place around Ireland.

Brid Boland - who spoke on the history of the LIWC, the campaigns it
has beer and is invelved in and the services it offers.

A discussion took  place afterwards in which we agresd that it is
pasential %o record Irish women'’s nistery and build up archives, We
have to record and domument whatever ara doing now as it will one day
he history, We can do this in varjious ways eg.throwsh writiten papers,
photographs, video, The Irish Women’s Media Group actually videced
the seminar while another woman took photographs.

It was decided that as there was so poch information givem by the
spaakers and that, due fo lack of time, we hadn't besn eble to discuss
their vapers, that each should give an individual seminar on bher
paper. The papears will be printed in the newslettar not only as a
geurce of information bt alsc to spark off debste and Qiscussion
avong Irish women about the many issues which have and do affect us,
I+ was fTelt that it was very important to discuss ou persopal
expariences  in both Ireland and Britain and how these have affected
our political development and attitudes. Ann Rossiter agreed o glwe
the first seminar which will take place cn Sat 26 Roril betwean 2-Spm
at LW,  She will talk about her experisnces as an Irish woman doing
irigsh solidarity work in Britain - the various campaligns she has bean
inmmlved in and the political arquements that went on arcund ITreland.
Bolow we print part of her paper. Flease come along to the sendnar
ard contrimute or if yov are upabie o oone please write to the
newsletter with your opinions. Amn would like any comments yoo have on
her papsr as it is a draft for a chapter in a forthooming book on
Ireland and British faminism. You can write to her ¢/0 the LIKC.
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{ n Treland Civil Rights Movewment, or the Irish Solidarity
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Solidarity Front, and later the Anti~Internment league, ‘There was a
Florzy of activity in response o what was going on in N.I. -
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- the Rattle Gf "z.v, Hogaide
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- ﬁoaw harnings and the rafugsss

=~ thz house-i. u~hc.~u::€: searches by the British Army in 1970
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-~ the torture of Internees
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1 WOMEN,S CONFERENGE.

3 Lonéa Irish Women,s Gonferenc& was held in Tast Han an Satur&ay Bth February.

a5 orgaﬂised jointly by members of the East Lendon Irish nomen,s Group, Cafrdre.
anael’{ Newham and district friends of Ireland), end the Waltham Forest Irish Project.
‘irhe la ter twm groups are loesl Irish rammnnitv g:aups); ‘

"The 5rcups ”e t that as Irish women often suffer the double sppression of be inﬁ irfsb in
LOﬂdOW and baing women it was necasgsary to have a day vhere we could meet and- discuss
,iasues that affect us. :

The conference opened with two speakers; Jean Cross spoke about the way women have been
wvritten out of Irish history or not acknovledged and how importaut it wes for Irsh women
to reclaim our own history. Imelda from the Irsh Women,s Centre told us sbout the

COUT 808 aud fﬁczli'ies available there and invited &oﬂen to visit the céntre,

The rest of the aftern GOﬂ centred around two eets of workshops with a report back and
discuseion aftervards, In the frst ‘session the worhshops were:

3 ‘Sexism and Natlonality

2 P;eventiqn:ﬁf Terroriem Act

3. Bringing up children in London

The second set of workshops were:

1. Irieh women young and old

2.'8trip Seaktmﬁsi

3, Pirstiend. serand-"erer tion Irish women

At the report t 3ession a number of motions were passad and. were voted for. unan*mou sly.
These weve*fﬂ»f
3. Conference to ‘send awessage of comgrgt:lations to Dr. Maire D,Shea on her acqufttal
« Solidarity greetings to be egent to Martine Anderson and Ella 0 ;Dwyer who are belng
strip searched while on.remand in Brixton Prison !
3. A letter ¢g;be sent to- the Labau* party NEC-asking for &  three line whip against
the PTA. 7 . ik
4. That cenfe“ﬁqce write to all local labour MF,s urging them te vote against the PTA
wheh 1t comes. up ‘Qr rencwal. 6 B A8
] W 4 48
After th@ report and dlscuus 1 food vas preovided women sat around and tallked about the
day or watched videos e.g. on sf*ip searching 4n ‘Armagh Gaol, Bookstalls were provided .
by the Four Frovinces Bookshgp and the London Armagh Womwen,s Greup. The &ruhgh Womea €
Group ewhibition on womex ann Ireland was also on display.

‘tcruard@ therc was sfocial in the Su san, Stratford. An all women ceili band provided
thc mugic and the Makﬁ*re C,8hea School mf dancing provided Irish dancers. We also had
individual | women J61ipngors. Tbn proceeds went to the' Izish Prisoners Appesl who are

amoaigninv agaimst the etrip senrchino of two Irish womern {n Brixton Prison.

By the end . Bf the evening everyone was Vﬂr} happy sbeut the cutcome of the conference. Tt
haﬂ been enjoysbie both from the point of sharing experiences with other Irish women and .
because of the warm end friendly atmosphere that was generated. Over fifty women turned
up on: & bitte*;y ‘cald snowy day end overall the organisers felt it was a great success,

We hope to,bavg gAﬁull-re;ort of the conference prblished soon.
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PRESS RELEASE.......PRESS RELFASE......PRESS RELEASE.

Yenue: QVAL HOUSE. 52-54 Kesgington Cval, London SEI1 SSW.

Dates: APRIL Wednesdey 23rd ~ Sunday 237tk at  7,30pm
APRIL Wednesday 30th - May Sundsy 4th  at 7. 30pm

Maureen G'Farrell best known for her T.V. lead as ‘Linda' in ITV's 'WIDOWS!

and Suzv Gilmour co-founder of Blood Group and founder member of Chisenhale

Barce Space bring you ITHE OBSERVATION TOWER AND THE BALLYBUY PAFERS.

Powerfyl writing and windswep! hymns, squeaking harmormiums and potatoes in

arabesgue cembine o explore the mythg of Protestunt Ulster in acvion.

1 IS FOR IRISHMAN' No ane in the world so witity and warmbearted as Pat.
Sure he's raece fighter and loves potawces. :

Qfter poor Hitle Pat must have them for dinner und sapper is well!

Ach well, thought the iwo little girls from Ballvbum, in thst casc isa'v it just

as wall be likes thom se such? Just as well tha 1B 18 FOR BRITON' was not

orniy .. ‘swrong and hardy snd dogged and brave’ but Musy snd gencrous as well'. ..

Two dittle Irish gurls prowsg up dn Ballybum, the anly vithige in hredand wath
zevenl ehurches and anily two pubs,

Two wanwn with @ chajee, Fight or Flight?,

The two parts of the cventrg give & shrewd and passionate docount af childhouwd

in s osage cuature, of colondsuiion and exile.

Giimuoer

p Quradet  remier of Gay

Writiun by @
Direeted by weiEtshool:,
with 10U, Riu R Zoe, Blocd Group)

Poriorued Gy o Maureer O'Farrell and Supy Gilaovr.

: 1.

fexhilirating W wetch these twe women ackle a complex political subjeat. . .and
refine cur perenptions of the issues involvad'. .. PERFORMANCE MAGA ZINE.

Contact: Alka Frabhaksr day: 562 008U . svening: 04924 58855,

Press Release ends
April 1986,
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