THE MINUTES OF THE 33RD AGM HELD AT THE IRISH CENTRE
ON_ THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 1988

The Chairman, Mr T Dunne opened the meeting and the
cecretary, Mr G O'Flynn read the notice convening the
meeting. Mr T Mangan proposed that the minutes of the last
AGM be taken as read and adopted. This was seconded by Mr
T Dack.
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Frior to the introduction of the Director’'=2 report the
Chairman welcomed Council members and expressed pleagure
that the Fresident, Lord Longford was able to be present.
He then bade a special greeting to Rev Fr W McGonagle OFMI,
Frovincial of the (Oblate Order and thanked the Oblate
community for their continued commitment and dedication to
the work of the Centre. He welcomed Rev D Cormican OMI who
had been appointed to assist Fr Scully in his direction of
affairs. M- Breifne (O0'Reilly Third Secretary at the
Embassy wase warmly welcomed.

The vear. he said, had been very stresseful in both human
and Ffimnancial terms and at times the pressures an
Community and Administrative services were near breaking
point. Much thanks was due to the Administrator M F
Feegan who carried a very heavy burden with aplomb and to
the new Community Services Co-ordinator Mr Faul Murphy and
his dedicated perzsonnel, all of theee gond people showed a
remarkable degree of commitment to their work.

The Hostels continue to operate to capacity and he
extended sincere thanks to Fr FRyan, Sr Anthony and br
Gertrude for a year of extremse and dedicated application
te their wark. The Chairman concluded by thanking the
Executive and Administrative Committees for the wnstinted
support they had given to him thromchooco the vear.

DIRECTOR 'S REFORT

The Director, Rev T Scully welcoming all present then made
his report for the 1987 year. He said that the Centre was
slowly developing in the face of many difficulties while
at the same time was trving to meet the heavy demands made
upon  it. Various people and groups were doing very good
work for lrish people all over London. As the Irish Centre
continues to grow =0 too does the need for more personnel.
He thanked Fr McGonagle for sending Father Cormican to
help ease the work load.

The Director, referring to the Community Services offered
hy the Irish Centre stated that there were approximately
11,000 callers and nearly 3,000 new arrivals. He thanked
the Hostels for helping out with accommodation - this was
A ma jor problem in London - and also expressed
appreciation for the goodwill of landladies and landlords.
He helieved that the new Scocial Services Act would create
problems for  vyoung people. New arrivals were coming from
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all over Ireland. This was & particularly difficult vear
hecause of the Matiomality Act with many people making
enquiries as to its implications. Another prabl em
encountered was the closure of the Camden Homeless Fersons
Unit = at the present time it is only open for phone
calls. There was great difficulty in finding accommodation
with the result that Camden Social Services began a policy
of sending families back to Ireland. This led to the Irish
Centre being inundated with newspaper journalists,
repoarters and TV camera crews from all over Europe because
of the controversy which arose as a result of Camden s
palicy. He expressed bi e appreciation to Iri=h
organisations for setting up agencies in cities and towns
in Ireland to prepare peocple better for leaving the
country. Hegarding the hosteles there 19 a new project
under way to house 1% elderly men.

DAY CARE CENTRE

The Day Care Centre was completed at the end of the vyear
and opened on Monday 25th April. Thanks is due ta Camden
Council for their grant of £120,000.20; to MAllied Irish
Banks Ffor their deposited Covenant of £25,000.0Q@0: to the
Council of Irish Counties for a donation of £2@0,0@0@.085 to
City FParochial Foundation for £3,500.00; to the Irish
Government who authorieed the involvement of ANCO and to
l.iam Martin, the architect. Due to ANCO involvement and
the nature of the building many contractors were not
prepared to undertake the work. Mach appreciation  and
thanks therefore 1ie due to Heritage Contracts — Fr Donie
Egan and his staff. Thanks to FKieran Claftey and C M
Brophy for their commitment. The Irish Centre proper was
given a facelift with the painting and refurbishment of
the outside of the premises carried out by Community
Services Industry.

Now we regularly welcome ouwr elderly folk who come and
ernjoy a nice lunch and it is ocbvious that the Centre is
meating a real need in the Community by encouwraging them
ta  doin with their contemporaries in a friendly, caring
atmosphere.

S0CIAL CLUER
Thie continues to be active - a (eili band plavs

regularly — Hary KEenny with Faddy and Mary O0'Brian manage
the Ringo sessions.  Without our voluntary workers we
crould not continue with our wark. I am pleased to be able
to repor-t that  Tommy McecGuinnese is back after bis

accilident.

FUND-RAISING

Thise vear we ran a Car Raffle at the Festival in Foundwood
Fark and a 12 Monthly Car Draw. The Car Draw was

disappointing as we did not get sufficient members. This
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could have brought in ahout £100,000. It was necessary to
get as many people as possible to sell tickets for the (Car
Ratfle at the London Irish Festival in Julvy.

COUNCIL -OF IRISH COUNTIES ASSOCIATION

This continues to bhe active in organizing the 8t Fatrick ' =
Day Parade and the London Irish Festiwval. Thanks to all
for their endeavours, The suwwoess  of the London Tri=h
Festival depends o the hard work of the Committee and
stewards. The proceeds are distributed between owr oOwn
Welftare unit and the Counties bWeltare +tund.

CICAa  gave the Centre £20,000 towards the retuwrbishing of
the Day Care Centre for which amount we are extremely
grateful. The report was then opened to the meeting for
discussion and adepted nem. com.

AT E R e

The Balance Sheet and Steatement of Accounts were  then
presented by Mr Faddy Feegan. The account +tor the year
ending Flet December 1987 was presented in a new format
i.2. Trading, Administration and WHeltare. The Trading
Account was elightly down on the previous vyear. A close
analvsis of Functions Account revealed that takings were

dowrn considerably — very little spirits were consumed. Ir
the FKennedy, HMcNamara and small bar there was about a 9%
increase. Bookings were alse down — criticisms would be

investigated and hopefully put right.

Bille for lighting and heating were very high and the air
conditioning in  the Eennedy and Douglas Hyde Halls was
very expensive and is now obsolete. The cost of a new
syvstem would be in the region of £78,000.

M Keegan then went through the Accounts in detail. In
narticular he mentioned that the proceeds from the Car
Raffle was the highest ever received. For the first time
tickete were 5S@p each. The 20008 Car Draw vielded
£20,.000.080 profit and rates refund from Camden £4,4852.00.
Interest receivable paid to us by bank.

A detailed account was given.of income and expenditure. Fr
Baing from Beattyv & Co, Chartered Accountants was present
to  answer any questions related to the acocounts. From the
floor Fat Hegarty and Donie Egan moved that the accounts

be approved.

Jim Commane aqueried the cost of a birth certificate. It
was stated that a hirth certificate cost £3.5@ and he
suggested that people should wite for birth certitfticates
themselves . It was pointed ocut that a number of people
who come o the Centre are unable to read, have no money
- facilities to make their own application. It is a&also
difficult to get acceptance of a birth certificate unless
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it came from places like the Irish Centre which is
accepted  as bona fide for birth certificate applications.
Deveral meetings toeok place during the vyear hetween the
rish Embassy and the DHSS to facilitate the acceptance of
nivth certificates. Mr Feegan stated that 1last vear we
pald out £4,800 and had about 507 refund.

~
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The Cardinal, the HMost Rev Hasil Hume confirmed the

re-appointmnent of Fr boully as chaplain under Rule & (iii)
to the Irish Centre, and Frr SBtack as Diocesan
Heprecentative., Fr Gordon and Fr Donocghue were appointed
Diocesan Fepresentatives of Lbouthwarlk  and  Brentwood
reaspectively under rule & (ivd. In accordance with Rule &
{ii)the following were appointed to serve i the

Hodminietrative Committes.

Lowrd Longford exercised his prerogative and appointed four
lay members namelys: -

i Franbk bwan

Mr- Michael O Mahoney
Mre Mary Allen

Mr- Tommy Dunne.

ITTEM
Frrank Caulfield proposed that nominations fraom  the floor

he accepted. The following were proposed and seconded:

A Covle

Tem Mangan

Mary FKenny

Jim Fyers

Gerry O Flyvnn
Chrie O'Connell
Unma Cooper

Mawra Fitrseimons

The nominations closed and the above declared elected in
accordance with rule & (1) .
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Beatty and Company were appointed auwditors for the coming
WG . Froposed by Gerry O0'Flynn and seconded by Jim

Myere.,

Gor-t and Athenry Asescciation. MNomination to be affiliated
was adopted on a proposal by Tom Mangan and seconded by

Anton Covlie.
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