CELTIC
ENCOUNTERS
1993

A Programme of
Irish Studies

* IRISH STUDIES COMPRISES: ’

History; Literature; Politics;
traditional music, song and dance;
i ion, religion, current affairs;

mi .
archaeology, media studies.

* TRISH LANGUAGE Na Gaeilge
beginners and advanced.

* TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC for adults,
beginners and advanced.

* SET & CEILI DANCING for beginners




"CELTIC ENCOUNTERS" - A PROGRAMM
IRISH STUDIES
Autumn 1993 - Wednesday evening 7.10-8.40pm

Fee: £23 [£8] Tutor - Nessan Danaher

8 September - "TASTER" night:

A sample of a typical evening's programme. Topic will be the Irish in Britain,
video will be used. (There is no charge for this session).

[1] 15 September - "THE CINEMA & CONFLICT IN N. IRELAND"

(An Introduction to FILM & THE TROUBLES]

This course will look at how filmmakers from America, Britain & Ireland
tackle the current conflict in Northern Ireland in their work. This will range
from dealing with how violence is treated on film to discussing the range o
political opinions on offer. Speaker will be post-grad researcher GAVIN
MURPHY.

2 22 September - "THE IRISH IN BRITAIN - A CHURCH IN
EXILE"

Fr. John LALLY heads an active parish team in Highfields, a typical inner-
city area of Leicester, where the parish of the Sacred Heart is situated. This
is a relevant topic for all Irish people, whether they are practising Catholic or
otherwise.

[3] 29 September - MAN OF ARAN

A film made in the 1930's, starring Patcheen Conelly, Maggie Dirrane and
Colman King. (76 mins) directed by ROBERT FLAHERTY.

Measured by modern standards, life on Aran in the early 1930s was hard,
but the islanders were amused when told that their way of life had been left
behind by the march of Frogress. Tiger King, Maggie his wife and Michael
their son were typical islanders. To%ether they fought fierce fights against
the elements and against the difficulties of winning their livelihood from a
harsh nature. The sea would smash against the cliffs sending waves
hundreds of feet into the murk - hammering death dealing blows on to their
frail fishing boats. This was the treacherous world of the Man of Aran.

4 6 October - PASSAGE GRAVES OF THE RIVER BOYNE

A talk about some of the most famous prehistoric sites in Ireland, including
NEWGRANGE. Illustrated by slides; the tutor will be NESSAN DANAHER.

5 13 OCtobér - WHO ARE THE SECOND GENERATION IRISH?

A controversial look at this topic, led by the Workshop Co-ordinator, at
aspects of identity and the relationship with the first generation Irish. Video
footage will be used.
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20 October - NO MEETING as it is half term week.

(6] 27 October - RESEARCHING ONE'S ROOTS - Nick
GERAGHTY .

Leicester born with multi-ethnic connections, will talk about the methods,
techniques (and frustrations) of family history research in an Irish context.
Slides will be used. Nick is partly of Mayo/Roscommon extraction.

(7] 3 November - THE BRONZE/AGE IN IRELAND

An illustrated talk covering the sites and artefacts of this absorbing period of
early Irish history and archaeology. (Tutor will be NESSAN DANAHER)

8] 10 November

The co-ordinator of the Wolverhampton Irish Cultural Association PAT
DUFFY, comes to talk on:

"EXCITING THE MOMENT WITH HOPE" - Sean O'Faolain, Patrick
Kavanagh and Post - Revival Irish Literature - Fascinating look at mid 20th
century figureheads of Irish Literature.

[9] 17 November - CURIOUS JOURNEY

An oral history of Irelands unfinished revolution. Interviews with men and
women prominent in the 1916 Rising and its aftermath. This is one of
Kenneth] Griffiths important cinematic statements about Irish history. (video,
60 mins).

[(10] 24 November - "SUCH REELING TIMES"

Not a talk about Set Dancing, but about the Confederation of Kilkenny 1642-
45 and its aftermath, by JOHN WOODHURST, Irish Studies Organiser at
Newark Technical College. In 1992, Kilkenny celebrated the 350th
anniversary of the above Confederation - a sort of all-Ireland parliament.
Who exactl¥ were the Irish it purported to represent? - an uneasy alliance of
still well-off old English Catholics and the native Irish whose power had long
sifce waned? What happened after 1645 is also significant - what was the
importance of Cromwell's land settlement "(To hell or Connacht]" and the
part played by his New Model Army extremists (the Levellers and Diggers)
who did not want to invade Ireland?

(11] 1 December - IRISH WOMEN IN LEICESTER

HENRIETTA O'CONNOR - Research student at Leicester University & in
Dublin, will look at the results of her recent survey which examines
questions of marital relationships, religious practice, cultural expression and
family life.
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[(12] 8 December

The Co-ordinator, Nessan DANAHER, will talk on his visit earlier this year to
the special exhibition celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Archdiocese
of GLASGOW. This look at the IRISH IN SCOTLAND will be illustrated by
slides and by reference to the life of Paddy “the Cope” Gallagher, the migrant
who set up the early Co-operatives in poverty-stricken Donegal earlier this

century.

THE IRISH FACTOR

From the early 19th century increasing numbers of Irish people came to the
West of Scotland seeking work. After the potato famine. which struck
Ireland in the 1840s, numbers grew dramatically. The emerging Catholic
Church in Glasgow found it increasingly difficult to look after the thousands
of Irish Catholics who were settling in the city.

After the 1840s many orders of monks and nuns came to the city, working
among the poor and teaching in the few schools which existed for Catholic

children.

10 December

"XMAS CRACK" with the JUNIOR BAND of the Leicester Branch of
COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI EIREANN led by their teacher, Coventry based
CARMEL COMMINS. A musical experience not to be missed (date to be
confirmed]).
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MONDAY

Traditional Irish Music

8.00-10.00pm Michael Feeley
£11/£31 per term 3 Terms
The aim of this course is to provide students with the
unique opportunity to learn not only the techniques and
tunes that make up lIrish traditional music, but also to
gain an awareness that the music from different
regions has its own style, repertoire and
instrumentation. Emphasis will be placed on listening
and all students are required to bring a portable
cassette recorder. This course is an accredited Open
College Network course.

.

WEDNESDAY

ic les-1 1th Year

7.10-8.40pm

£8/£23

A varied programme which will include history,

literature, politics, archaeology, migration and

traditional cuttur e. There will be guest speakers,
slides, film and video.

Nessan Danaher
12 Weeks

8.45-10.15 Beverley Whelan & Nessan Danaher
£8/£23 perterm 3 Terms
Dances will be taken from both the Set and Ceili
traditions. No previous experience is required and a
balanced programme of new material will be available.
This course is an accredited Open College Network
course.

Céad Mile Failte!
(or "Round the House and Mind the Dresser")

Friendly classes in Traditional Irish Music
(Adults, Monday 8 .00pm -10.00pm)

Language (Wednesday 7.00pm - 8.30pm)
Ceili and Set Dancing (Wednesday 845pm - 10.15pm)
Tel 669625 (Ext.246), daytime, for details.
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7.00-8.30 Maureen Broderick
Mary McDonagh

Maeve Hogan

£8/£23 per term ‘ 3 Terms

The teachers have long and varied experiences
ranging from attendance at the OIDEAS GAEL
language workshop at Glencolumbkille in Co. Donegal
to residential experience in Connemara Gaeltacht.
This course is an accredited Open College Network
course.

Please note — Ceili & Set Dancing

(1) CEILI DANCES will be selected from
The Sweets of May, the North Antrim
Reel, the Haymakers Jig, the Fairy
Reel, the High Caul Cap and the
& Hand Reel.

(2) SET DANCES will be selected from
the Kerry Set, the Caledonian, the
Monaghan Set, the Jenny Lind, the
Connemara Set and the Paris Set.
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j\{g Return your postal enrolment to:

The Registrar, Soar Valley College, Gleneagles
Avenue, Leicester, LE4 7GY
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