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TRISH DIMENSIONS IN BRITISH EDUCATION
8TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE — SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY, 1991

"CULTURAL TRADITIONS IN IRISH HISTORY" s
; EHE NATIONAL CURRICULUM DEBATE AND THE GENDER FACTOR

This conference was aimed at teachers, parents, first and second generation Irish,
Irish communlty organisations, all those interested in the relationship between
culture and educatlon and students in upper secondary, tertiary and community
educatlcn.' '

There were two guest speakers:

i) JONATHAN BARDON - Head of  the Academic and continuing Education Department
of Belfast College of Business Studies who talked on "CULTURAL TRADITIONS
AND TEACHING HISTORY: THE NORTHERN IRELAND EXPERIENCE". -~ with thoughts on

how that experience might relate to National Curriculum propesals in Great
Britain. Jonathan is the author of the now celebrated illustrated books
on Dublin and Belfast. g

7511 - MARGARET WARD - the author of the highly regarded volume entitled '"Unmanageable
Revolutionaries - Women and Irish Nationalism'. spoke on the topic of "PUTTING
- GENDER INTO IRISH HISTORY'". She assessed the achievements of feminist
historians and discussed the question .of whether Irish History sufficiently
integrates feminist insights in order to give a balanced reflection of men
and women's experiences.

There was to be a wide range of Workshops covering many aspects of development,
unfortunately, while some speakers managed to travel from Belfast by air, some
workshop leaders were hit by the very severe weather conditions prevailing at the
time. Of 165 participant enrolments, approximately only 50 were able to beat the
effects of snow. The workshops which actually ran on the day were:

LIAM GREENSLADE of the Irish Studies Inst. at the University of Liverpool who
looked at THE HEALTH OF THE IRISH IN BRITAIN, exploring patterns, research;evidence
and tentative conclusions. ‘ bl

THE CORNER STONE COMMUNITY: REVS SAM BURCH & GERRY REYNOLDS (Methodist & R.C.
respectively) talked collaboratively about WORKING TOGETHER FOR PEACE IN WEST
BELFAST. ' This ecumenical group has a Community base cn the '"peace line" and
operates in the Falls and the Shankill - as a team.

RUTH DUDLEY EDWARDS national Chair of BAIS and biographer of Pearse, ran a seminar
on PATRICK PEARSE: EVALUATING HIS ROLE, to mark 1991 as the 75th anniversary of the
1916 Easter Rising.

MARJE BRIDLE of the development'Education centre in Birmingham looked at the Joint
Development Education Project (GB, Ireland and N. Ireland) and discussed GROSS-
CURRICULAR, THEMES FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

To expand the programme in "emergency" conditions, Sean Hutton, Executive Director
of BAIS, kindly offered an instant workshop on Literature in Irish for Irish Studies
groups.

The Conference Was, as usual generously. supported by the British Association for
Irish Studies, Leicester City Council, Soar Valley College and the civil engineering
and plant hire firm of Danaher and Walsh; we wish to convey our appreciation for this
valuable support. A.special work of thanks is due to the 50 or so stalwarts who
tackled "artic' conditions to make the Conference a success. A special Conference
pack was sent to all those who had registered but were unable to attend.

Nessan J.E. Danaher, B.A., M.Ed. - Irish Studies Co-ordinator - Soar Valley College.



PUTTING GENDER INTO IRISH HISTORY

I'm concerned about the content of Irish history for many different reasons, partly
as a researcher and writer and occasional teacher, but, above all, because I am an
Irish woman and I want to know about my past and what 'the flow of time' (1) has
meant for women. Although arguments continue to rage about the implications of
'revisionism' in the new histories that are being written about Ireland, these
controversies are primarily concerned with the political thrust of this (fairly) new
departure. But what of the human content of the narrative - the people within?
Conventional historiography has given us kings, with the odd queen thrown in, and
rebellious chiefs and politicans, with the peasantry popping in and out of the
picture. In the last couple of decades the working class has managed to shoulder its
way onto the scene and the history of the Irish working class is now rapidly
unfolding, thanks to the diligence of a new generation of historians. But all this is
strangely gender-free. Where are the women? What have they been up to for the
past few hundred years? Does anyone know or care, and can we get source
material that will enable us to discover their hidden history? And if we do, do we
just ‘add women and stir' and let the stew of Irish history thicken with this female
addition?

In this paper I want to do several things. I want to look at the state of mainstream
historical scholarship, to examine present-day historians' level of awareness of
women's contribution to politics and society; to look at the implications of this for
future historical research; and to examine feminist scholarship in this area and what
it has to say on the notion of a 'gendered history'.

Ireland Since the Famine (2) has been the standard text, at least until Foster's recent
work. (3) Lyons was a leading light in the first wave of historians anxious to reveal
a more complex scenario than the orthodox nationalist tradition of past decades.
Was this resolve combined with an awareness that women might have had a history
that, so far, had been all but forgotten? Was Lyons also intent on unearthing
women's contribution? He does mention two organisations of women. He
castigates the Ladies' Land League for their ‘irresponsible' behaviour and Anna
Parnell for her 'reprehensible’ conduct. This is very strong language for the
supposedly impartial historian, but he doesn't bother to elaberate on his judgements.
Cumann na mBan gets a footnote. Lyons tells us that, due to its having followed
the lead of Erskine Childers during the Treaty debates, it was dubbed 'the women
and Childers party'. Not only is this an insultingly brief reference for a significant
organisation, but the insult is compounded by the sexist nature of the reference.
The women of Cumann na mBan are not given ciedit {or possessing autlonomous
political views but instead have Childers credited as their leader. With regards to
‘historical accuracy, I should say that nowhere in the Treaty debates is there any
evidence to support this jibe. The six female members of the Second Dail
demonstrated an impressive ability to articulate their views, and one that certainly
had no need of any male voice whispering prompts from the side. How are other
women's organisations dealt with - the suffrage movement, for example? The
answer is that they really are not considered as part of 'Ireland since the Famine'.
The only reference to Irish feminism that occurs in the whole of this 300 odd-page
text is the following, referring to Countess Markievicz, 'Interested above all in
women's rights - it was the suffrage question that first caught her interest'. We
know therefore that Lyons was aware of the existence of the Irish suffrage
movement, but the inference is clearly that this has no significance for the historian
- at least, not for that particular historian. As Mary Cullan has said:

(Lyons) has made a judgement, whether consciously or
unconsciously, that women's rights and feminist movements are not a



significant part of Irish history. in the sense that he judges
nationalism, the cultural renaissance and the labour movement to be.
It is also clear that he does not think his responsibility as a historian
of this period of Irish history requires him to present feminism or
feminist political action to the reader as part of that history. (4)

This myopia leads to a distortion when the lives of those whose poliﬁcal careers

straddled various different causes are assessed. As Cullen has put it, 'A- woman like '

Markievicz may ‘be seen as part of Irish history when she is participating in
nationalist or labour political or military activity. She and other women are not

w

seen as part of Irish history when they campaign in support of women's claims for

civil and political rights."

Not only are they not seen as part of Irish history, nor are the causes themselves
regarded as a valid aspect of the past, or one that is worth recording and preserving.
This male-oriented consciousness, which permeates the whole of the discipline, is,
as one feminist historian has described it, a kind of 'collective amnesia', and one
which makes women 'vulnerable to the impositions of dubious stereotypes'. (5)
Without knowing what the flow of time has meant to women, to their collective
past, false judgements that have repercussions for the present continue to be made.

How does Roy Foster compare with his predecessor? Has there been a great change
in scholarship in the 17 years that has elapsed between his survey and that of
Lyons? If we use references to.the Ladies' Land League as an indicator, then
Foster would appear to take more seriously the political contribution of women. He
declares:

perhaps one of the most important and least recognized, achievements

- of the Land League is that it provided a political baptism for a

generation of radical Irishwomen who spoke on platforms, organized

tactics, were denounced by the clergy: and got arrested. Many of -

them would later be involved in the suffragette movement and Sinn
Fein,

Foster is certainly more sympathetic than Lyons to Anna Parnell and the Ladies'
Land League, but he has the advantage of having read Anna Parnell's manuscript
history of the period. However, despite this, his assessment too is inadequate and
distorted by a sexist bias. The real legacy of the Ladies Land League is that Irish
women became aware that they needed to have their own organisation. 'Any other
conclusion lets men off the hook for their conduct during that time.

Foster says that Parnell doubted his sister's political acumen and suppressed the
organisation, yet Anna's own evidence presents a very different picture. Anna
Parnell was not a parliamentarian, but a radical nationalist with an acute awareness
of where her brother's tactics were leading. Once the men were out of jail and
controlling the movement again, the women were determined to dissolve their
organisation, conscious of their vastly different aims and their use of very different
methods to achieve those aims. But, just as no contemporary, not even a man as
sympathetic as Michael Davitt, could really understand the significance of the short
history of the Ladies' Land League, and its revolutionary potential, so no present
day (male) historian seems able to analyse the events of that time from the point of
view of the women participants.  Anna Parnell, as her manuscript demonstrates,
was acutely aware of women's political powerlessness: '

whatever the relative values of men and women may be, it is certain

that the former cannot be done without, when it is a question of



altering the status of a country. If the men of that country_‘h:ave made
up their minds that it shall not be done, the women cannot bring it
about. (6)

Anna Parnell's efforts to get her manuscript published - she gave it to Helena

Moloney, then editor of Bean na hEireann, to edit for her and the manuscript, | .
dlsappeared after a police raid - adds another dimension to our knowledge of:

women's disappearance from history. Every other parucxpant in the Land War
seems to have written a memoir and to have had no difficulty in getting published.
It took Anna Parnell 100 years to get into print. Thankfully, her manuscript is now
available for all to read. Reading her account now gives enormous insights into the
extent to which Irish history has been male history and it is illuminating on the
question of the types of political alliances that political women might have taken -
following neither the path of fenianism nor parliamentarianism.  Dana Hearne, the
editor of Tale of a Great Sham, uses in her introduction a quotation from French
feminist Helene Cixous, "The new history is coming; it's not a dream, though it
does extend beyond men's imaginations." (7) So far, the sorry history of the LLL
has proved her point. '

But to return to Roy Foster and the extent of his inclusion of women into Modern
Ireland 1600-1972. The statement that some former members of the Ladies' Land
League would later become suffragettes is the only reference to the suffragette
movement to be found in his text. He omits even a reference to the fact that in
1918 women won the vote. Have we reached the post-feminist age when so
obvious a reference can be assumed? I doubt it. For some reason, the formation of
the Irishwomen's Suffrage Federation in 1911 is listed in his chronology of
important events, but that, apart from a reference to the Irishwomen's Franchise
League in the b1ographlca1 reference to Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington; is all the
attention that the feminist movement receives. Inghmdhe na hEireann, the
nationalist-feminist organisation founded by Maud Gonne in 1900, is glven a
significant mention, but Cumann na mBan is simply referred to as 'extreme’ on one
occasion and 'radical' in another, while the context is unexplained. Is political
antipathy to their views an explanatlon for this lack of interest?

So far, one is forced to conclude that Foster, as Lyons before him, has discarded
the suffrage movement as not significant enough to warrant more attention. What
other indices can be used to evaluate the changes, if any, in historical awareness? A
head count is a useful basic starting point.” For the modern period, 15 references to
individual women appear in Lyons' index and 13 in Foster's. Foster has used more
substantial biographical references as footnotes, but against this, women rarely

appear in the body of his text. Lyons' blbhography lists 8 substantial works about -

women of the period. Basically, they are the extent of scholarship at the time he
was writing. He obviously considered (and rightly so) texts like the Van Voris and
Marrecco biographies of Constance Markievicz to be important works.
Bibliographies, particularly in texts which are broad-ranging surveys, destined to be
read by the general public and students alike, are important markers on the current |
state of scholarship. And of course, they are designed to give guidance to areas of
further study. They are also the hxstonan s assessment of his/her profession. Many
prove to be controversial, due to the idiosyncracies of the compiler. Roy Foster is
no exception. . What is his assessement of the feminist research which has broken
new ground since the publication of Ireland Since the Famine? Dana Hearne's
edition of the 7ale is commended, but precious htﬂe else. No biographies are
considered worthy of note, the pathbreakmg Women in Irish Society (8) is ignored.
Should I be flattered to be dismissed thus 'The important topic of the Irish feminist
movement in this period is nowhere treated adequately; see, in default of anything
else, M. Ward, Unmanageable Revolutionaries. (9)



I want, briefly, to consider one other male historian. (As an aside, I don't want to
imply that women historians have automaticlly demonstrated an awareness of these
issues, but they are not the ones who have written these influential all-purpose
surveys) My purpose is not simply to indulge in invective but to emphasize the
dangerous tendencies of contemporary scholarship - its sex-blindness and its
arrogance - and to spell out some of the implications of this for the future. Joe
Lee's recent work Ireland 1912-1985:Politics and Society (10) was one I greeted
with anticipation as the author had been a contributor to Women and Irish Society,
with an article entitled 'Women and the Church Since The Famine' and he had also
shown an awareness of women in The Modernization of Irish Society, his book in
the Gill and MacMillan series. The sub-title of his most recent book also gave
reason for hope - 'Politics and Society' implied that this would not be an
institutional account and nor would it take a narrowly political focus - the one
exception when it might possibly be conceded that women, for various structural
reasons, are not particularly visible.

It was therefore with considerable disappointment that I discovered that there are in
the book, which covers 73 years of Irish history, a mere five substantive references
to women: principally, the extension of the franchise; the Constitution protests of
1937, ratios of female to male emigration, while mention is made of the Peace
Movement and the Abortion Referendum. Very few women are referred to by
name (9 for the period equivalent to Lyons and Foster) and those that are, tend to
be defined in exclusively masculine terms: Kathleen Clarke is "Mrs Tom Clarke"
even though the reference is to her independent role as a Senator; he complains that
Mary Hayden's professorship of Irish History was unjustified and should have been
given to Edmund Curtis; Eileen Lemass is Haughey's sister-in-law; and Maud
Gonne is only referred to via the men in her life "(Sean) MacBride, son of Major
John MacBride, executed in 1916, and of Maud Gonne, of Yeats fame". Lee could
hardly have been more hostile to the notion of women's autonomy. His
bibliography reveals that he has read nothing on women that could have been
incorporated into his text, lightening its excessively male focus. It is a very wide
ranging survey which includes many references to obscure journals and articles
from European sources, untranslated into English. But, for women, only Eithne
Viney's 1968 work on Women in Rural Ireland is listed. In a gesture of quite
staggering arrogance, Lee lists his article from the MacCurtain/O'Corrain work, but
fails either to give the book a separate bibliographical reference or to list any other
contributions from it. The only conclusion to be drawn is that he feels only his
article has merit. :

This is more than a personal gripe. This kind of attitude must have repercussions
for the future study of history. As I have said, bibliographies are statements of the
‘state of the art', and are used by many as pointers to further research. The recent
scholarship by women therefore remains invisible, known only to a small band of
devotees, or those determined enough to go beyond the narrow confines of the
academic world. But the texts:I have criticised are being produced by academics,
by professors who presumably set the tone for what occurs within their departments.
What happens to their students? Do they spend three or four years studying
‘history' only to graduate as uncomprehending of the reality of women's lives as
they were when raw young freshers? ', What happens to anyone who wishes to
‘undertake research into women's historical contribution? Is there anyone there to
~ give encouragement, to offer pointers? Are there many women in roles of teacher,
. of supervisor of theses?. Does it remain a battle for academic credibility, to prove
“feminist research is intellectually rigorous and valid? I hope that present-day
-graduates have an easier time than I had, when trying to convince the powers-that-
be that they want to undertake research on women, but when I see what stage



mainstream history is at now, I don't feel overly optimistic. If women's studies are
not integrated into the core curriculum of undergraduate study, then they are
unlikely to figure prominently in research proposals. And, as the cycle continues
and research findings trickle down to school level, so new texts will continue to
have very little about women in them, and the next generatlon of school students
will enter higher education with no awareness of women's role in historical events
and no desire to continue and intensify their studies.

My feelings are endorsed by women historians within Ireland. Maria Luddy and
Cliona Murphy, (11) in a hard-hitting survey of the present state of historical
scholarship, describe history in Ireland as 'A narrative account of the doings of
men, largely carried out by men, written by men and taught by men.' They go on
to ask a number of pertinent questlons : '

How many of the male historians in Ireland...take a good look at
themselves and their departments and their subject matter? What is
the ratio of male to female undergraduates? And how does this ratio
_reverse itself as one proceeds up the academic ladder? Where do all
the. enthusiastic female undergraduates go? Does their disappearance
have any link with the invisibility of women in history?

They declare their belief that it is 'problematic for the discipline of history' that
women who do manage to become professional historians are the ones who write
women's history, making that history, if not inferior in the eyes of men, than at
least a very separate history which simply reverses the norm so that women 'research
and write it and read it and teach it to other women, while men can continue to
ignore what is happening. In many departments now, that would appear to be the
current state of 'women's studies'. The battle to get woemen's studies onto the
curriculum is being won, but it has become a separate area of study and those who
undertake research remain within this female ghetto, completely marginalised and
unable to penetrate the prevailing male orthodoxies. r

In America and Britain, many highly regarded male scholars have written histories
of women, particularly of women in suffrage and socialist movements. Their views
and conclusmns are often challenged by feminists, that I would not deny, but the
fact is that they regard such research as 31gn1ﬁcant and worthwhile. It is also
further evidence of the rigidity of the division between the sexes in the field of Irish
historical scholarship - can we imagine any of the present generation of prominent
male scholars announcing that they were writing a history of Irish women? The
academic world waits with great anticipation when it is announced that eminent
scholars have embarked on such labours as the official biography of Michael Davitt
or W.B. Yeats. Would the walls of academia collapse if one of these eminent
persons was to announce that, to take one unlikely example, his latest project was a
comparative study of the British and Irish suffrage movements?

Several Irish feminist historians have used the conceptual framework of Richard
Evans's study The Feminists, (12) to analyse the radical content or otherwise of
Irish feminism. In doing so, they have rightly pointed out his exclusion of Ireland,
which is made all the more anomalous because of his inclusion of most European
countries - encompassing Finland and Iceland for example - and his evaluation of
the differing strengths of suffrage movements in Protestant and Catholic countries.
(13) Examination of the Irish experience would have been most enlightening,
although it might have caused problems for his basic thesis, but presumably he
assumed the Irish experience to be the same as the rest of Britain's. Ignorance of
the rich amount of Irish primary source material is probably also part of the reason.
When Evans published his book in 1977, little on the subject had appeared in print.



It is another example of how marginal Irish women have been, in an’historical
sense, until very recently. And it again demonstrates how determinedly masculine
the focus of Irish historians has been. ' _ ‘

Cliona Murphy's excellent account of the Irish suffrage movement (14) is only the
second book, to appear on the subject, and the first to analyse the impact .of
feminism on Irish society in the early twentieth century. Her work sheds great light
on such subjects as the role of religion, the mobilising of public opinion, and the
influence of the press; topics of general interest to all historians. But will that book
be read and its title added to undergraduate reading lists? - In her- conclusion,
Murphy says her study serves 'as an indicator of what as yet has to be done' and she -
makes a number of suggestions for further study: biographies-of those women who
played a role in the suffrage movement; thematic studies on, for example, the

numbers of female doctors and female writérs who became involved in the ©

movement; analysis -of the Munster Women's Franchise League and other non-
militant groups which, 'so far, have had very little attention. As she says, 'much
more work will ‘have to be undertaken before a more balanced picture of Irish-
history will emerge in the history books." :

Feminist historians are obviously in need of support - both intellectually and
emotionally. An Irish Association. for Research in Women's History, its members
coming from north and south, has been formed in the pastfew years. Its annual
conference in 1990 attracted a wide variety of women, both young graduates and
those women who have lived: through, and ‘helped to make, history in the period
between the 20's and the 40's. The pursuit of history then becomes not an
abstraction, but a search for a past in which we all share and in which we all have a
vested interest in understanding. ,

In 1987 an Irish Feminist History Forum was established, both as a group where
those interested ‘in women's history could pool their thoughts and findings and also
to provide an-impetus for the publication of new material. Their objective is, they
say, to enable as broad a range of readers as possible to see 'not only do Irish
w%r)nén’ have a history, but that it is a history which is vibrant and worth recording.'
(1 '

The first publication to emerge as a result of this initiative is Women
Surviving:Studies in Irish Women's History in the 19th and 20th centuries. As the
editors explain, all the articles have women: .

firmly planted within their own historical period. They are not living
in a separate dimension as one might have supposed from...reading
the traditional textbooks in Irish history...Their lives are firmly

 .connected to, and dictated by, the political, social, demographic and
economic happenings of the time. They are a part of history, not on
the fringes of it. :

The studies, which range from examining the role of nuns in society, women in
workhouses, women as prostitutes, and as domestic servants, through to analysis of
women in the suffrage movement and women's contribution to post-Independence
politics, are-valuable additions to our understanding of Irish society -and important
contributions to the underdeveloped field of Irish social history. They are also some
of the first attempts at integrating women into the mainstream of Irish history,
rather than-simply fitting women 'into the empty spaces', which, so far, has been a
necessary. stage through which feminist history has been travelling. i

Another pointer in demonstrating the sorry state of scholafship here, is the fact that
in some countries scholars are complaining that histories of women have too often
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concentrated upon suffrage and other women's rights campaigns, to the detriment of
social histories of the family, changes in domestic labour, the influence of class and
sex on female oppression, etc. Practitioners in Ireland have a very long way to go
before we could even begin to be critical in that sense, but Women Surviving is a
brave attempt to move away from the more obvious areas of research, in order to
develop a more complex picture of the totality of women's experiences.

For a moment, let us return to the question as to why the Irish suffrage movement

has suffered from such neglect by historians. Hanna Sheehy Skeffington, a leading

suffragist, calculated that, in proportional terms, it was as large as its British
counterpart. It was certainly not concentrated in Dublin, because many towns and

country districts also had suffrage groups and societies within them. Neither is..
there any difficulty with source material as the Irish Citizen ran between 1912-1920
and the Irish movement often featured in the pages of British suffrage journals. It
was also composed of educated women who wrote copiously. I think the
explanation lies in the fact that to research the organisational history of women's
struggles for their rights requires a total shift of perspective to a woman-centred
consciousness, and this has needed a degree of self-confidence and intellectual
combativeness that has, until recently, been difficult to imagine. But the process
has begun, and as more rich source material is unearthed, there should be more
students eager to build upon the small foundations that have so far been contructed.
The few studies of Irish suffragism that exist now throw so much light on topics like
the hold of religion; the degree of political contact with the international
community; the influence of the press upon public opinion; the effect of the Home
Rule crisis upon unionist-nationalist relations - that I fail to see how any historian
could be indifferent to understanding more about that particular aspect of our past.

In Ireland, what has been criticised by feminist historians is not the clinging to
women's rights preoccupations, but rather what they consider to be an excessive
congentration upon nationalist history, Cliona Murphy attributes this to the fact that
the new independent Irish state lauded those women who helped in the national
struggle, creating folk heroines 'comparable only to ancient Gaelic Queens', while
the suffragists were viewed as unnationalistic, 1f not traitors, for putting women's
issues before those of the nation. (16) The latter is undoubtedly true, but it doesn't
explain the fact that the nationalistic heroines were also by and large equally ignored
by the historians, and it has only been in the past decade that any real assessment of
their contribution has begun. I would contend that nationalist-and feminist women
have fared equally badly when it comes to serious attention by historians, and that it
is as important that the one movement gets recognition as the other. But I would
accept that it has in a sense been easier 10 begin with the nationalist cause because
its landmarks have already been defined and so the task becomes one of finding the
evidence to describe the important role we all suspected, but could not document,
that women had played during the various stages of the struggle against British rule
in Ireland. ' '

In writing this type of history, the goalposts do not change. It is not male-defined,
because much of it is detailing women's autonomous contribution, but women
continue to be the outgroup, fitting into categories and value-systems which
consider 'man' as the measure of significance. Gerda Lerner has described this as
'contribution history': the movement in question stands in the foreground of the
inquiry; women made a contribution to it and that contribution is then evaluated.
This Lerner sees as 'transitional women's history', one step on from the first:level
of 'compensatory history’ which looks for notable women, -the women who
achieved, rather than describing the historical experience of the mass of women.
(17) The writing of biographies falls into this stage, but not entirely so, as modern



biographies attempt to situate the individual within the context of the period, and to
give greater prominence to those who shared the lives of the better-known.

I don't want to dwell at length on the significance of these various stages, merely to
use them as pointers to the current state of Irish historical research. What exists at
the moment is 'gender free' but, in effect, the experiences of men (and not usually
working class men) are dominant. It has therefore been male history, and a class-
based history at that, which has determined what the important historical periods
have been. What we have at present, in relation to a gendered history that takes
women as well as men into account (and that only to a very limited degree), is
‘contribution history' - 'women and Irish nationalism’, 'women and the trade union
movement'. We have a long way to go before an awareness of gender as an
historical theme can be integrated into the text books.

What would be different if this were to happen? There must surely be a radical
change in the writing of all history, because the feminist approach challenges the
categories and the conventional periodisation of historians. The whole concept of
periodisation - the important eras in history which have set the agenda for future
generations - is called into question by advocates of a gendered history. Joan Kelly
has argued that women did not have a Renaissance, because-they were completely
excluded, their status did not improve. (18) Neither did’the various Reform Acts
benefit women; in fact, once the word 'men' was legally defined as to. exclude
women, it could be said that women's struggle for equality suffered. a severe defeat.

Proponents of modernisation theories assume an unproblematic advance for. women,
but, in the Irish context, what is 'tradition' and what is.'modernisation'? . Were
women better off before or after the advent of colonial rule; did changes in the land
tenure system mean that women became more isolated within the individual family.
Is there a gulf between revisionist history and feminist history - the one legitimates
colonial rule by portraying images of backwardness, the other has different indices
of evaluation. Historically significant periods for women might be very different
from what is now itemised in our history books. At the least, as Luddy and
Murphy have said, we need to ask questions as to why events like the Act of Union,
Catholic Emancipation- or the various Land Acts should be as important. for both
scxes. If there is a dichotomy of cxpericnces between women and mien, then this
needs to be taken into account.
§ 3 4

Luddy and Murphy offer a few suggestions for a list of significant dates for Irish
women. This includes the establishment of religious communities in the early 19th
Ceiituly,. Uie winning of educational Fignis {of wormen in the middie of thé iSin
century; the impact upon women of the Contagious Diseases Acts of the 1860's; the
development of the first suffrage groups and the opening up of local government to
women. As they stress, the incomplete nature of their list is indicative of the
limited amount of research that has been completed. '

Joan Kelly has suggested that attitudes toward sexuality should be studied in each
historical period because she considers that constraints upon women's sexuality
imposed by society are a useful measure of women's true status. (19) Could this
method be used ty Irish historians, and would it be an effective tool for evaluating
change? It could further our understanding of the position of women in Gaelic
society, the impact of Christianity on Ireland, changes of family structures pre and
post-Famine, not to mention the fairly dramatic¢ changes in Irish life over the past
couple of decades. This kind of synthesis stresses the interrelationships of women
and men's lives, using inclusive historical perspectives in order to analyse their
experiences. It is the hallmark of what is being posited as 'gendered history'.

L
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Obviously, as Gerda Lerner has said, no single methodology or conceptual
framework can fit the complexities of the historical experience of all women, but
we do need to have new categories, to pose new questions, before the synthes1s of a
new universal history can be written. What is very clear is that there is no room for
complacency in what we have achieved, and male historians will one day be forced
to meet the challenge which is now bemg posed by feminist scholars '
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CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY o5

The Cornerstone Community is a small group of Protestant and
Catholic Christians from the West Belfast area, who have come
together to be a sign of hope in a divided community.

Currently, we have 18 members, 6 of whom live in: the Community
House, the rest live and work in the West Belfast area. We
represent all social, economic,:.and religious backgrounds. We
see our mission as one of living as a people being reconciled
by -God, and bringing hope to our people through whatever
.projects, programmes etc. seem appropriate. However, the
symbol of our being together in the midst of almost total
polarization is seen as our most important role.

‘Background problems of the area.

The area is one that has been badly affected by the Troubles;
names such as Falls,, Shankill, Ballymurphy, Divis Flats,
Springfield Road, have long been associated with the worst that
Belfast has been through. The area is totally polarized along
sectarian, religicdus, tribal lines. During the early 1970's an
estimated 407% of housecholds in the district were forced to move
because of the ' Troubles'. This left a deep sectarian ‘
bitterness on both sides. The Communities are now divided by a
15 foot high wall, cuphemistically called the 'Peace Line'. The
Paramilifedries offibothieides (LT«RzAL;-ULDIAg 1 TalnL ol
U.V.F., etc.) are both powerful and feared.

In addition, it is an area of high social deprivation.
Unemployment is now well over 65% in the area as a whole, and
up to 807 in really bad areas. Over 65% of children receive
free school meals. There is a high level of one-parent families
in some schools over 50% of their pupils area from this type
of home, although the average level is probably nearer 25%).
There is a severe ' bottom of the social pile ', mentality,
with a deep lack of self respect/ self-value/ sense of dignity
and worth, a lack of confidence in their own leadership
qualities, and a general feeling of hopelessness, rejection and
vulnerability. Many feel alienated from those in authority and
from those more privileged and react in negitive ways.
We believe that the Cornerstone Community, amongst others, is
called to try and address this situation in whatever ways we
can.

THE WORK OF THE COMMUNITY.

1. PRAYER.

The Community is first and foremost a praying community .At its
weekly meting the community gives significant time to prayer
and reflection. 'Live-in' members pray together twice daily,
and we are all committed to pray regularly for each other and
for the neighbourhoods around us.

2. ECUMENICAL PRAYER GROUPS.

Since December 1986 we have hosted a monthly meeting of praise
and prayer for Peace in Springfield Road Methodist Church.
People from various local churches, Catholic ‘and Protestant,
participate together in this. Our weekly Thursday evening
Bible sharing is also attended by people of different Christian
denominations, both Catholic and Protestant.

Members of the Community frequently attend local prayer groups,
often of a different denomination to their own, as a sign that
" The walls of separation do not reach to heaven."
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3. GROUP WORK.

At frequent intervals the Community mounts small conferences
and study sessions to enable local people from both sides to
share experiences and examine differences and so come to a
better understanding of one another.

Members of the Community regularly attend ' religious and Peace
'conferences, both as participants and as resource personnel.

4. HEALING AND HELPING

Members of the Community take a leading part in a local '

Churches Ministry of Healing' and in comforting the distressed,
especially those distressed through the 'Troubles'.

5. CRISIS VISITING.

We visit people locally who have suffered through violence.
Whenever possible, we do this in twos, a Catholic and
Protestant together. This has proved to be a powerful healing
symbol and witness.

6. BRIDGE BUILDING.

We have established links between local clergy and church
workers from the Falls / Shankill area, enabling them to meet
regularly, and we host a regular ' Youth Leaders Meeting'
enabling them also to share experiences and plan joint

ventures.
For a number of years now we have had overseas volunteers who

have worked with local youth leaders in both the Catholic and
Protestant clubs. They have established valuable links between

the clubs and have also given an international flavour to their
work.,

7.+ PEACE EDUCATION.

Frequent opportunities arise to share our 'vision' with church;
school and community groups and to encourage them to pray and
work for peace.

8. A RESOURCE.

Members and Friends, who work full time in difficult ‘
circumstances in local churches , communities or enterprises,
find in Cornerstone a resource through which they are refreshed

and re-equipped for their various tasks.

9. HOSPITALITY;

Qur House is an open house , offering hospitality to all who
come, wherever they come from. Many people from many countries
have stayed and been helped to a deeper understanding of the
situation and a new appreciation of the resilience of the local

people.

We try to remain open and flexible, responding to local needs
and initiating new programmes as opportunities arise.
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A Humanities Approach

a development education projectinvolving: Irish and British teachers 5

‘Marje Bridle

Development Education Centre, ermmgham i3
(The DEC/ Troccure Pragject Team presented a Workshop on thzs project at Conference 1 990 )

The curriculum development proj-
ect is” being run jeintly by the
Development Education Centre
(DEC) in Birmingham and Tro-
caire, a worid develapment agency

in Ireland. DEC is an educational
charity-whose aimis tointroducea
global dimension into the school -

curriculum. The project has brought,
together secondary teachers from
Ireland and Britain

The pro;ect workers,” myseh and

St.epben McCarthy, 'a teacher
seconded to Trocaire, have run a_
series of joint workshgps which

have generated a great range of
ideas. Theyhave alsogiven usfirst
" ‘Handinsightsinto the relationship

- between our two islands.

- Looking at out own international
relationship has alreadyhelped us .

to think about links we have with
other countries and how we teach
about these countries. The prox-
imity of our two islands has made
it possible for teacheystoe visit and
work for a weekend in each coun-
try. We have been able to get a
flavour of life in both places and to
explore face to face, myths and
stereotypes about each other.

Speclﬁcally the pro;ect’s aims are:

- to prov1de opportumtxes for
British and Irish teachers to
work together, share ideas and
develop teaching materials;

to develop the skills necéssary
for teachers to design and
implement programmes of in-
service work in their own and
others’ schools;

* - to identify innovative curricu-
lum work already being carried

out in development edueatxon
-and tomake thismore avmlable
to other teachers’ ;

- to desigi and pubhsh new de-

velopment education matenals,
- to encourage and sx_xpport the

extension of a social justice’

perspective in Humanities.

Over the last year we have had six
residential weekend workshops for
teachers. These have beenheld in
Birmingham and Dublin. A num-
ber of focal points have emerged
out of this workshop process, in-

cluding a series of cross curricular

themes which we have begun to
explore. These include developing

“cities, land in conflict, images,

emlgrat.mn colomtillsm literature
and development education. Be-

- low are some of theideas which the
project will develop.

Staff ﬁe;ielopment Curriculum
Teams :

We have deliberately involved as
far as possible, several teachers
from each participating school.
Many teachers who expressed an
interest in the project are trying to
build staffteams in theit schools to
develop cross curricular work. Some
of the Birmingham partxcxpants
for instance, had set up exciting
experimentsin their schools onthe
theme of South Africa. Desmond
Tutu's visit to Birmingham in 1989
provided the focus for this work
and inspired DEC's photopack
“Tutu - Preparation for Debate”
which was and still is being widely
used. A number of schools :sus-
pended the timetsable for a particu-

lar year group to do this cross’

curricular themework, one sus-

pended-;t f_or the whole school fora -
week. Our project aims to support -,
staff teams wanting to do this kind,
of work

Crpss Curricular Work

Theprojectis involving teachers of
English, RE, History, Geography,

Humanities, Science and gives us
an ideal opportunity for looking at

how we can tackle cross curricular

themes in secondary schools.

The project’s steering group, which
includes two members of the Inte-
grated Humanities Association
(IHA) executive committee, dis-
cussed what was meant by the term
Humanities. As a result the proj-
ecthas adopted whatis broadlythe
definition of Humamtxes used by
the IHA:

‘Humanities refersto a core area of
study which has to do with people;
whether as individuals, groups,
communities, societies or a species

~ sharing common characteristics;

and with our relationship with our
environment in its spatial, histori-
cal, economic, political, social, reli-
gious and moral aspects.

AHumanities approach makesuse
of themes, rather than traditional

~. subject disciplines, although draw-

ing on the concepts, methods and
perspectives of any subject disci-
pline which might usefully sup-
port a more complete understand-
ing of the issues affecting contem-
porary human society.’

The approach seeks to develop skills
in handling information about
people and to facilitate a process of

- learning which emphasises the

active involvement of the student

* s-This-article flrst appeared in Humamtles Resources, Journal of the Humanities .

Assoc1at10n, Autumn- 1990. Vol. A N ;

1 (PL 9~ 10)
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in research and analysis.’

The teachers we have worked with
want to make use of this approach
to tackle development issues. Some
teachers from Britain have recently
done cross curricular projects on
the themes of Water, Health, Jus-
tice. The school which worked on
Water has looked at how this theme
can be used to cover National
Curriculum attainment targets in
different subjects. In the Irish
context, teachers are more inter-
ested in developing a Humanities
approach within their own subject
areas. Changes in the curriculum
in Ireland now give teachers more
creative flexibility.

Fieldwork

We have made use of a fieldwork
approach in the project workshops.
We want to promote this as an
approach which enables both teach-
ers and students to relate develop-
ment issues to first hand local
experience.

“In Birmingham, groups went to
find out about a business tourism
development in the city centre and
regeneration schemesin twoinner

city areas. In Dublin, groups went
to a docklands redevelopment area,
traveller sites and an inner city
project. In each case teachers spoke
to people living in these communi-
ties and to officials responsible for
their redevelopment. We also used
various information documents
about the development projects.

We came back and presented the
issues as classroom activities or as
a teaching process. We also made
use of some teaching materials about
Sao Paulo, a city in Brazil. These
had come.out of a teachers’ study
visit to Brazil which some mem-
bers of this project had been part
of. The study visit had made use of
a similar type of fieldwork process,
involving teachers experiencing at
first hand aspects of development
in Brazil. We hope touse one of our
themes to illustrate this fieldwork
approach in the materials the proj-
ect publishes.

We are running two further work-
shops in Belfast and Birmingham
this Autumn. A number of teach-
ers from Northern Ireland have
recently become involved in the
project. These workshops will al-
low us to expand this group.

POSTSCRIPT to this article can be found inside back covér'.

In the coming year we will be
working on teaching materials fo1
a number of cross curricular themes
and addressing questions such as

How can we make best use o
different subject methodologie:
in cross curricular work?

How can we support other teach
ers in doing cross curricular worl
in the context of the change
happening in our educatio:
systems? '

~ What models can be devélopm
. forintreducing cross curricula
work intothe secondary school

How can we use the local inte:
national relationship of this pro;
ectin  teaching about thes
countries and to help us unde:
stand our relationship with othe
countries? &

We are offering workshops on th
project at the IHA conference thi
year and next. We will welcom
feedback from IHA members o
the work we have done so far an
on our ideas for the teaching mat
rials which the project will develo;
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BURNS, Catherine;

8th NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON' 'IRISH DIMENSIONS IN BRITISH EDUCATION'

9 FEBRU‘RYilggl -~ ATTENDANCE LIST

Name

ACHESON, Alex; Irish'Studies Workshop, Soar Valley College
AYLING, Ann; Great Barr School, Birmingham
BARDON, Jonathan; College of Business Studies,
BEAN, Kevin; Bolton Metropolitan College

BELL, Bob; Open University, London :
BIGGINS, John; Notts Diocesan Catholic Youth Service
BOND, Paddy; Four Provinces irish Bookshop, London

BOND, Michael; " " " " "
BOND, . Steve; Loxley College, Sheffield

BONSALL, Dr. Penny; Bath

BOOTH, Stuart, Irish Cultural Association, Wolverhampton

Belfast

BRADLEY, Carol Ann; Kilburn irish Studies Group, London
BRESLIN, Tony; London
BRIDLE, Maye; Development Education Centre, Birmingham

BRODERICK, Maureen; Irish Language Tutor, Soar Valley College
BRROKES, Lara; Trainee Teacher, London

BROWN, Dorriei Irish Studies Group, Bradford
BURCH, Rev Sam; Cornerstone Community, Belfast,
BURGESS, Eleanor; Cheltenham

M.G.S.S; Southfields 0ld School, Coventry
Irish Studies Workshop, Leicester

N. Ireland

BYRON, Catherine;

CAMPBELL, Fiona; King Richard III Sec. School, Leicester

. CANAVAN, Bernard; Irish Studies Tutor, artist, bookseller,
.CARR, Liz; St. Edmund Campion School & DEC Project, Birmingham
. CASEY, Maude; author. of 'Over the Water', Brighton

Londc

CASSIN, Walter:; Irish Education Group, Manchester

CHADWICK, Anne Marie; Stakeford, Choppingten

CLEMENTS, Rose; Irish Education Group, Manchester

COLEMAN, Seamus; Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, Chair, Leic. Branc
COMERFORD, Sr. Bernardine; Irish Studies Workshopy Leicester
COMMINS, Carmel; Trad. Msic Teacher;iead of Music, Sec. School, Coventry
COTE, "Jane; Crosby Hall, London

CROGHAN, P; Barton-under-Needwood

CULLANAINE, Michael; Birmingham

CUNNINGHAM, P. B; St. Philips Primary School, Smethwich, W. Mids
DALEY, Doris; Four Provinces Books/Theatre Group, London
DANAHER, Maureen; Christ the Xing Primary S. Teacher, Leicester
DANAHER, Nessan; Conference Co-ordinator, Irish Studies Workshof
DANAHER, Vera; Stoneygate, Leicester

DAVIS, Dr. Graham; Bath H. E. College, Treasurer BAIS

DIRRANE, Ronan; Secréetary, Irish Centre, Nottingham

DOWLING, Teresa; Crosby Hall, London

DUINN, Micheal; Birmingham

EDWARDS, Ruth Dudley; Chair, Nat. Executive, BAIS

ENGEL, ‘Adrienne; Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, Bradford

FALAHEE, Eddie; Brooklyn F E College, Gt. Barr, Birmingham
FIELDING, Don; Irish Studies Workshop, Leicester 3
FIELDING, Katie; Leicester

FILAN, Deirdre; Student, Birmingham

FILAN, M. , Acocks Green, Birmingham

FLYNN, Joe; Irish Education. Group, Manchester

FORREST, Ann; Breadsall, Derby

GALLAGHER, Gerry, Irish Education Group, Manchester

GARVEN, Maggie; Head of History, Soar Valley College, Leicester

SHARKEY, Sabine; Irish Women in Islington, London

SHEERAN, Deirdre; Irish Education Group, Bradford

SHEERAN, Joe; Irish Education Group, Bradford

SMITH, Adrian; History Dept. La Sainte Union H E College,Southampton
SMITH, Tanya; teacher, King Richard III School, Leicester

SUGRUE, Michael J; Gladesmore Community School, London

GREENSLADE, Liam; Irish Studies Inst, Univ. of Liverpool
HEFFERNAN, Mark; St. Leonards on Sea, East Sussex

GLASS, John; Groby Community College, Leicester

HALL, Reg; Doctoral Student, Sussex University

HARRIGAN, Bridget; Leicester Irish Society

HARRIGAN, Patrick; Leicester Irish Society

< : THOMPSON, Kate; BAIS; Irish Language Teacher, Coventry

HEGARTY, Fionnerala; Scunthorpe, S. Humberside L L 5 ¥

2 < g : TOWNSEND, Charles; History/Politics Lecturer, University of Keele
NDO! H Mul 1 1 Education, Leicester 3 ¥ L

HL CHA, Rita; Centre For=Mukticp LRss o TWELLS, Alison; S.Y. Development Centre, Sheffield

HURFORD, Gerald; Irish Studies Co-ord, Barnfield College, lutor 3
HUTCHINSON, Nina; Southwark Irish Forum, London WALSH, Delis; Bethnall Green, London
a. WALSH, Eddie; Sneinton, Nottingham
HUTTON, Sean; Exex. Director, ‘BAIS, London NITTER DB e N o Anglis i, 'E, College
HYNES, Paddy; Irish Education Group, Manchester v k r 2?“"-:; '05-_ 1 ;5105- ng . E. g
JEEVES, Michael; Irish Studies Workshop, Leicester ARD, Margaret; author, Bris S 1
" " " " WAYNE, Elizabth; Hums. Dept., Soar Valley College, Leicester
SCHEL, aEu Lk WHEATLEY, Mark; Beeston, Leeds :
KEELAN, Mary; Our Lady & St. Chad's School, Wolverhampton fruars; POy HC
KENNALLY, D. J; Leeds WOOD, Margaret, Palmers.Green,
ieile. s WOODHURST, John; Irish Studies,
KENNALLY, H; Leeas COLLTHE, Dasids: Led
KENNY, Mick; Leicester University Irish Society SOLL Ns' avicy ‘e)cgster
KILLEEN, Sr. Olivia; Irish Studies Workshop, Leicester » INS SMatregds Letessteg
LINT, Kevin; Irish Language Student, Leicester VIiéz:D-GJanet.‘lrtsh Stu?les Stugent. Eﬁge Hiil C°11e38. Lancs.
LONGONI, Ruth; Minority Group Support, Service, Coventry LEA e ’ ;azzza' - ; ; L]
v : ANDSON; Bev; " " " . " "
LOVATT, Judy; Pittsmoor, Sheffield s | 5 5 hy N c K

MADDEN, Pat; Selly Oak Birmingham ¥ :
Y % 8 DUFFY, Patrick; Bilsten Community College, Wolverhampton

McADAM, Mary; Reading, Berks

o BIRTILL, Tony; Sec. Conradh na Gaeilge, Liverpool
McALEER, Bernadette; Great Barr Schools, Birmingham ' ’ ge, P!
5 ! A 4 ! 8! WcGOWAN, Ann; Liverpool

McAULEY, Dr. Jim; St. Marys College (Dept. of Sociology) Londoi vET :

MOCALLLION, Sean, Head of English, Bishop Ullsthame Sec. School, B'ma & Sr. TERENCE; Dominican Sisters, Leicester
McCOTTER, Maire; Student, Raskin Hall, Oxford GAYDESKI, Teresa;Highfields, Leicester
Mc CUULADH, Mici; Conradh na Gaeilge, Ipswich GAYDESKI, Mr; T :

Mc GREEVY, Martin, University Irish Society, Manchester CORNER, Mary; ; 7 ) ;
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Mc LOUGHLIN, Mark; University Irish Society, Manchester COOKE, Anne; Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, Leicester

Mc MAHON,John, Breadsall, Derby COOKE, Patsy; Y s " 4

Mc MANUS, Sr. Veronia; Sacred Heart Convent, SSJP, Nottingham WARRENER, Mary; Irish Studies Workshop, Leicester

MELIA, Kevin; Great Barr School, Birmingham W{ELAN, Beverley; undergraduate, University of Leicester
MOORE, Maurice; Irish in Britain Rep. Group, Coventry QUINN, Kate; Bedford

MORGAN, Brendan; University Irish Society, Manchester DUFFY, Peter; Irish Cultural Association, Wolverhampton
MORGAN;" Seamus; Irish Education Group student, Manchester CHELACHE, Olivia; Irish Studies, Barnfield College, Lluton
MORTON, Alan; Irish Studies tutor, Edge Hill H E College, Lanc.

MULRENNAN, Kevin; Birmingham

MULVIHKILL, Barbara; Irish Education Group, Manchester

NETTLETON, John; Curator, Robert Tressell Museum, Liverpool
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O'CONNELL, Kevinj; Bradford
O'HARA, Jim; Dir. Irish Studies,
O'LEARY John; Leicester
0'MAOILBHREANAINN, Frainc; Small Heath, Birmingham

O'SULLIVAN, Patrick; Dept. of Applies Soc. Scis. Bradford University
PEARSON, Maggie; Irish Studies Inst. Univ. of Liverpool
PURCELL, Josephine; whalley Range, Manchester

PURDIE, Dr. Bob; Tutor, Ruskin College, Oxford

QUIERY, Greg; Irish Studies Tutor, City College, Oxford
QUINN, C; Woodford Green, Essex

REYNOLDS, Rev. Gerry; Cornerstone Community, Belfast, N.
ROBINSON. Hilary; Equal Opps. Unit; Walsall LEA
RYAN, Marian; History Dept., English Martyrs Dec.
SAVAGE, Stephen; Irish Club, London

SAY, Roger; Bradford

SCRAGG, Andrew; Wclverhampton

SCRAGG, Teresa; Wolverhampton

London
Newarke & Sherwood College, Notts

St. Mary's College; BAIS
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REPORT ON "IRISH STUDIES WORKSHOP" ACTIVITIES 1990/91

In the Autumn of 1890 we ran our 8th annual Irish Studies Adult Education Pregramme
- "Celtic Encounters". This is an iInter-disciplinary course, with varied inputs
(guest speakers, films, videos and drama groups) and proves consistently to be a
popular option, attracting 40 enrolments and an average weekly attendance of around
25 persons. The course duration is 15 weeks (please refer to programme, reproduced
in full on pages 20 - 24.

The workshop has, over the year, made a number of contributions to external activities:

locally we contributed an Irish input to the access course run at Highfields Youth
and Community Centre, called "Imperialism and the Colonial Past". This leads to the
Certificate in Urban Studies and attracts post-18 students, mainly drawn from the
Afro-Caribbean and Asian community in part of the inner city.

again the local level, the Co-ordinater was invited to address the Vaughan
Archaeological and Historical Society on the topic of the Irish Community in Leicester
in the 19th Century. This was a well-attended event, and some helpful local contacts
were made.

much work has been done on the ongoing PROJECT on the history of the Irish in Leicester,
with the Co—ordlnator carrying out numerous interviews, with local elderly people, as
well as engaging in sustained and systematic research at the Leicester Public Record
Office. A database now exists of all Irish-born persons in Leicester (and their
children) from 1841-1871, based on census analysis.

In September, 1990 the co-ordinator represented the College and the Workshop at the
third (and probably final) CEDPATH Conference held over 4 days at Lady Margaret Hall
in Oxford. (Combined Education Departments Project for the Advancement of the Teaching
of History). This tri-partite event, jointly funded by the Education Departments of
London, Dublin and Belfast, has been an important barometer of curriculum development
and positive inter-relationships. The participants attend at the invitation of

H.M. Inspectorate.

as well as Irish Studies, the college has also run a successful and popular SET &
CEILI DANCING CLASS, cover the last year. Our tutor is Lancashire-born Beverley
Whelan, who, together with Mike Feeley has produced some excellent musical enter-
tainment in the traditional mould. There was an extremely well attended CEILI at
the end of the Summer Term, with music by the Western Lilt junior Comhaltas Band
from North London. We also had a most entertaining evening from Schitheredee
(Tim Lyons and Fintan Valelly) involving traditional music, song and dance.

good relatiehsihave continued to develop with the Newark Technical College Irish
Studies groups. We joined them on their Summer Study visit to London to see the
exhibition of Jack B. Yeats Paintings at the Whitechapel Gallery, and to experience
the Young Vic production of "The Plough and the Stars" by Sean O'Casey.

in terms of :BAIS (British Association for Irish Studies) the workshop is an active
participant in most areas, the Co-ordinator currently serving as a Convenor of the
Adult Education Sub-Committee. This group is currently processing the replies to
its Questionnaire - designed to produce a database of information on the Irish
Studies Adult Education scene nationally. This will be published in 1992, subject
to finance being available. G :

one item of long-term sighificanceﬁin Leicester is the advanced stage reached in
planning for an Open Coilege Network on the lines of those already established in
other parts of the country (e.g. Hin Manchester) This Workshop has made a formal
input to the planning group at Ceounty Hall ‘and the situation looks promising for
the accreditation of Iplsh Studles_locally,5 We plan a variety of Irish Studies
modules, subject to satisfactory ‘conditions:
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- our Irish Language Classes for both Beglmaers ('an' 1 Advanced com,;lnue to thrive,

ably organiged and delivered by Mauréen Broder‘ylek

The language classes are

supported “1nanc1ally ‘by the College; our tutor "has attended various in- ser\zlce .
=N L

courses (e aieat Marches*er)

=1

)

Finally, we wish to thank Soar, Valley College for its continued support and Leicester :

City Council .(Recreation and Arts Department) for its annual grant support - essential
for the administration and cultural programmes Works'bop

‘A

We also wish to acknowledge the administrative adv:.ce and support from Mrs Wendy

Burke of the College Resource Department.

BAIS (BritishA.A'ss'déiiation for Irish Studies) is to be particularly thanked for its

support for the annual conference; we also wish to thank our long-term commercial
sponsor, Danaher and Walsh Ltd., c1v11 engineéring Plant Hire of Leicester, who.

annually help to fund our Conference Report.

»
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. IRISH DEMOCRAT 7979 - 7950

(Zocorporaiing Irish Freedom)

244-246, Gray's Inn Road, Londonﬁ wc,‘tx mn :

Dunng the war and post-war years the Ins'h Dcmocnt was the dmnimnt sonmc of
Irish pews published in Britain. The Connolly Qngcuhon at .that time ran the

Immigrants Advice Bureau to help claim lodging all for d:e thy ds of Irish
workers who came to belp rebuild a shattered Britain.
For over fifty year the Connolly Association has issued’ monzﬁli newspaper ;

specialising i Irish political analysis, news and reviews. Published in ana\in since 1939
the archive now offers the historian an ideal'source of information on ‘the ‘campaigns
of the Irish community in Britain. Dcmh of their demands, campaigns, allies,

achievements and failures are analysed with-comments on th ﬁ’qnt andiconditions of
the time. During this baif-centayry, | eps,vlm. never ‘bee : pt:iod When the Irish
Democrat failed to give a lead- i @%Imﬁ people.

While not condoning political v
of the two previous gcuerq,uog
campaign for the. third genera Bow, .(years 40, 56, & 70) Never banned. in' Britain
the paper was' however banned for s fiymn in Nonhqm Ireland under the Special
Powers Act. e i

the Irish Deﬁ:mt camipaigneti Tor the relcase

It is not commanly know that the first avﬂ rights demonstrations were in fact held in
Britain in the early sixties, starting with a CA march from Liverpool to the House of
Commons in London to demand civil liberty for the people of Northern Ireland. The
Irish Book Centre forerunner of the Four Provinces Bookshop was established in 1966
to supply the increasing demand for Irish literature in Britain. The CA campaigned for
a Bili of Rights for Northern Ireland which was debated in bolb Houses of the
Westminster Parliament ip 1971.

The Irish Democrat now represents a substantive bistory of the cnmpalgm of the Irish
community in Britain and its effects on the Government of theday-and the British
Labour movement. What were their demands, who were their allies, what were their
achievements, their failures. It is all there in the back issues of the Irish Democrat.

No history of the Irish community in Britain can be complete without reference to this
archive of source material

NOW ON MICROFILM

Jtish prisoners.in Englshd, . as wmuﬁna 10" .

Some of the contr%bnloﬁ l',wvcr the

years are listed here
Tommy Jackson
Cotor Farrington
Donall MacAmhlaigh
Charii¢ Doonelly (editor)
Margaret Sellers
Clare Short MP
Frank Pakenbam
Justin Keating
Alec Digges
Cheddi Jagan
Michael Mcloerney
Elizabeth Sinclair
Patrick Dooley (editor)
Desmond Ryan
Michael Mcloerncy
William Gallacher MP
Clare Madden
Paul O'Higgins
Jim Phelan =
Maire Comerford
Peter Bcrr&ford Ellis
John Hostettler"
Dorothy’ MacArd[e’
Pat Devmr
Dr. Rory Jghmton
Desmond Grtavu (edaLor)
DN, Pritt = %
Sean O'Faolain
Denis Ireland
Harry McShane
John Platt-Milis
Jack Bennett
George Gilmore
Patrick Galvin

1. DeCourcy Ireland
Krishna Menon
Desmond Ryan
Anthony Coughlan
Dr. Flana Campbell
James Larkin Junior
Thomas Carnduff
Prof. 1.D. Bernal
Stella Jackson

«_ Bwart Milne

Frahk O'Connor

"Fr. Desmond Wilson

Sean’ O'Casey

J uttin;KeaLing

Lord Fenner Brockway
Helen Waddell

Peadar O'Donnell

Nora Connolly-O'Brien
Andrew Barr

Fr. M. d}Flanagnu
.P.J. Musgrove (editor)

Sean Nolan
R.P. Dutt

- Liam O'Flaherty

K.S. Shelvankar
Clarence Duff
Charlotte Despard

eescovon

Years 1832 to 1860 now aveilsbie
on Microfiim - £250.00

Connolly Publioasions Lid
244/238 Gray's irn Road
London WC1X XJR

Tol. 071-833-3022

Copyright holder and sole distributor



This year's programme tries to link certain
key strands of Irish History, Anglo-Irish
relations and the zxperience of the Irish
It should be of interest to the
as well as Irish peogple

abroad.
general public,
~and those of Irish descenty '
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Irish Studies Workshop

Co—Ordinator: Nessan J. Danaher, B.A., M.Ed.,

Soar Valley College,

Gleneagles Avenue,
Leicester, LE4d 7GY Tel (0533)669625/666377




CELTIC ENCOUNTERS (1990) - ASPECTS OF THE IRISH EXPERIENCE

(Irish Cultural Activities - Informal Talks & Dlscus510n Evenlngs)

ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME- 15 WEEKS

Bronze Shield with
Enamel Ornaimnent

12 SEPTEMBER

GOLD DISKS. 1ReLAND.

19 SEPTEMBER

26 SEPTEMBER

Bronze Harness Ornament

THEATRE GROUP — HEARTS & HUMOUR THEATRE CO PRESENT:

(note 8 pm start)

"T'M YER MAN" by Maurice Dee (in Drama Theatre)

A recent review by Eddie Gormley commented:

IT’S as well to nail your colours to
the mast at the start. Maurice Dee
is second generation Irish, and
has based his one man show, I'm
Yer Man;6n his experiences work-
ing with an Irish-road gang.

I'm also second generation Ir-
ish, and have also worked with an
Irish road gang ~ undoubtedly a
great opportunity to complaein
abouy lack of accuracy, or to feel
aggrieved about the Irish being
yet again the butt of the joke.

"THE WORK OF ANGELS"

Dee’s show, however, left no
cause for complaint. The humour
is well observed and delivered not
out of malice, but out of affection
for the whims of a nation,

'm Yer Man pivots around two
labourers, Con and Danny, who
present conflicting views of life.

Con ‘came over years ago, and
his character is in line with the
O’Casey mock heroic tradition.
Danny wasbornhere, and has the
bullet-like delivery of an alterna-
tive comic.

The result is a helter skelter
ride taking in brewing tea, lumi-
nous statues of the Blessed Vir-

‘gin, fear of priests, drinking, pa-

renta] attitudes, lack of communi-
cation and sex.

Maurice Dee received a terrific
ovation from an audience largely
made up of family and invited
guests. The real test will come
when he tours the Irish Centres
and pubs, and the Irish people are
confronted by their mirror image,
warts and all.

~ MASTERPIECES OF CELTIC METALWORK - 6-Oth

Centuries AD.

Tllustrated with slides from the recent Exhibition

at the British Museum of marvellous jewellery and treasures from
the Celtic regions of Scotland and. Ireland.

was to write in the 12th Century:

“If you take the trouble to look very closely, and penetrate with
your eyes to the secrets of the artistry, you will notice such intricacies,
so delicate and subile, so close together and well-knitted, so involved
and bound together, and so fresh still in the colowrings that you will €
not hesitate to declare that all these things must have been the result
of the work, not of men, but of angels.”

As Gerald of Wales

IRELAND

Maggie GARVEN, Head of History & Archaeology at the College, will

lead this session.

Tim SCHADLA-HALL of the Leicestershire Museums Service, is our guest:
"THE CELTS AND IRELAND: ARCHAEOLOGY, MYTHOLOGY, NATIONALISM AND CODOLOGY".
Tim will look at the! origins of the term 'Celt' and the associated
archaeology in the British Isles and Europe; he will go on to critically
examine the links between Celtic mythology and Irish natlonallsm and

to ‘compare monuments in Britain and Ireland.

"THE TRISH IN ENGLAND"

Irish people constitute the oldest and largest im-
migrant population in England today, yet our
lives and concerns are generally ignored or mis-
understood and misrepresented.

On the one hand we are not considered all that
different from English people, part of a rural/
urban migration pattern, easily assimilated into
the 'English way of life’. On the other hand we
have been subjected to & series of negative
stereotypes: through the anti-Irish jokes we are
cast as stupid and ignorant, and all too fre-

quently in newspaper columns and cartoons we -

are represented as mindless and psychopathic.

=

POTTERY (WELWYN, us_nﬁ)@

is a 2 part VIDEO presentation by THE TRISH
VIDEO PROJECT (Ken Lynam & Don Magee). .

A.discussion will follow.

In recent years there has been a growing move-
ment within the Irish community which is begin-
ning to challenge anti-Irish racism and to de-
mand greater recognition for the Irish as an im-
migrant population. As part of that movement,
the Irish Video Project has produced these two
video tapes, recently shown on Channel 4,
which we hope will contribute to the debate and
discussion now taking place within the Irish
community, and also encourage greater under-
standing of the Irish immigrant experience
within schools and colleges.

BRONZE AXE-HEAD.




“LYNX" THEATRE. & POETRY GROUP present "REBELS & FRIENDS". The

production, in the Drama Theatre, is set against a.background of

500 SLIDES from museums in both England and Ireland, and traditional
music. It is a play about CONSTANCE MARKIEVICZ, one of the leaders
of the Easter Rising in Dublin, and her pacifist sister, EVA GORE-BOOTH,
who worked for women's rights in England. A reviewer in the Irish media

recently wrote:

THE breadth and deptﬁ
of research apparent in

Rebels And Friends,’

which opened at the Tris-
kel Theatre, Cork, last
night, underpins this
quite remarkable Lynx
Theatre London produe-
tion based on the lives of
sisters Constance Mar-

There is a documen-
tary sweep to Ms
Jacqueline Mulhallen's

work which lifts it above .

mere theatre and unfoids
history in quite the most
absorbing fashion. It de-
als with the labour and
birth pangs of this terr-
ible beauty, Ireland, with
great feeling, but also

kievic and Eva Gore yith the dispassion of
Booth, documented evidence.

The Workshop Co-ordinator, NESSAN DANAHER will look at the life of
MICHAEL DAVITT (1846-1906), founder of the IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE.
From Co Mayo, the family emigrated to Lancashire where Davitt lost an
arm as a child worker in & cotton mill. He became a Fenian, and in
1870 was sentenced.to 15 years penal servitude. After release, he
worked with PARNELL, and DEVOY in the USA. He played a highly
significant part in the LAND LEAGUE, became MP and a noted political
commentator - visiting Leicester in 1906 whilst working for the labour
candidate. This talk will use slides and primary source material
(historical documents).

17 OCTOBER

BERNARD CANAVAN - a founder member of the Irish in Britain History
group. is back once again, this time to talk to us about:

IRISH EMIGRANT AUTOBIOGRAPHIES; RECORDS OF WORKING LIVES 1870-1970

Of the hundreds of thousands of Irish who crossed the sea in the last
hundred years, only a dozen or so have left a first hand account of
their experience - and the majority of those were men. They
range from tramping labourers like Patrick Magill and Michael j
MagGowan, hard men like Brendan Behan and Jim Phelan, and respectable
toilers like Paddy the Cope, Donal MacAmlaigh and John 0'Donoghue and
include a disillusioned Orangeman in Bonnar Thompson, and a
disillusioned Republican in Connor Reardon. In speaking for
thomselves these individupals provide a corrective to many of the

accounts written by others - both Irish and British - of the Irish
emigrant experience.

24 OCTOBER

No meeting - Leicester half term break.

A FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP - Many people in Britain are interested in
their family backgrounds, and many have Irish ancestors. Christine
KINFALY of the ULSTER HISTORICAL FOUNDATION (which is in Belfast) is
our guest speaker. She will indicate the main possibilities of
research into family history for those with an Irish background.
This is a fascinating topic, and a good starting point if you're
SNAMELLED BRONZE (camc) | Z 5 T ' .
PERTHSMIRE interested in researching your own family's history.

RITA WALL, a journalist with 'The Catholic Herald', will discuss
THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE FEMALE RELIGIOUS (NUNS AND SISTERS) TO THE
o GO TISSUES OF JUSTICE AND INDIVIDUAL DIGNITY. Many of the religious
gyrmvaessuEal - orders were founded in, and are still staffed in the main, by sisters

> from Ireland. This talk will cover aspects of Anglo-Irish relations
and the position of the Irish community in British Society (eg the
marginalised and the oppressed - politically, socially and economically).

7 NOVEMBER




14 NOVEMBER

23

Nessan DANAHER, the Workshop Co-ordinator will talk about LEICESTER
AND THE IRISH: LEICESTERSHIRE SOLDIERS AND IRELAND SINCE THE TIME OF

QUEEN ELIZABETH I (about 1550-1922), Surprisingly, perhaps, we can

War of Independence. (1918-21).
| and colonialism - there are the occasional more light-hearted

trace a pattern reflecting the involvement of Leics elements in the
British armies right through this 400 year period, covering the
Flizabethan militias, the 'Glorious Revolution' of 1688, the 1798
Rebellion, the Fenian invasion of Canada in the 1860s (!) and the
It's not all a tale of violence

episodes.

ROBERT NOONAN (or TRESSELL) AND THE IRISH CONNECTION. Robert Tressell

was the author of the famous socialist novel 'The Ragged Trousered
Philanthropists' (televised some years ago on BBC2). His Irish back-
ground is less well known: we will examine what is known, and explore
other Irish elements in his life. As well as his writing, he was a
gifted craftsman painter and decorator (long before the DIY era began)
and SLIDES will be shown of his houses in Dublin and Hastings, and of
his work. Our guest for this evening will be JOHN WOODHURST, who is
organising the new Irish Studies course at Newark FE College in
Nottinghamshire.

We are pleased to ‘welcome JIM O'HARA who is Director of Irish Studies
and Senior Lecturer in History at St Mary's College, Strawberry Hill,
in London. He is also Vice—@éair of the British Association for Irish
Studies. The topic will be NORTHERN IRELAND: 21 YEARS ON: A
RETROSPECTIVE. . This look back at the 'Troubles' will analyse the

changing dimensions of the conflict in N Ireland for both communities,
and its imﬁagt»gnqpolitics and -society in both the North and the
Republic, ‘as”well as changing British reactions over the last 21
years. Y 5

FIIM NIGHT: A recent smash-hit success at the Cannes Film Festival
was 'HIDDEN AGENDA', KEN IOACH'S new film about Northern Ireland.

We are highly privileged to be able to show this film, courtesy of
BSB (British Satellite Broadcasting).

Now with a new film about
Northern Ireland, Hidden
Agenda, picked as the British
entry at the Cannes Film Festi-
val, Loach is once again tackling
a subject which the Establish-
ment would prefer left well
alone. He remains suspicious of
the Establishment — and per=
haps what some might see as his
paranoia is well-founded.

Loach is about to cross
swords with the Establishment
again, this time the Govern-
ment, the Army, the secret ser-
vices and police. Quite a formi-
dable bunch'te take on. Hidden
Agendu, direeted by Loach and
to be released later this year, is
written by Jim Allen and has
Fred Holroyd, the former Army
captain who ‘blew the whistle’

on alleged dirty tricks in the Ul-
ster security services, as its ad-
viser. The film investigates the
British intelligence services, the
treatment of civil liberties
groups, Loyalist hit squads, tor-
ture of political prisoners and,
of course, the Esteblishment
back in London. .

CATHERINE BYRON, a Leicester-based freelance writer, and no stranger

to this Workshop, will give us a talk entitled "TRUAGH MO THURAS GO

LOCH DEARG" -

"VAIN IS MY JOURNEY TO LOUGH DERG".

The title, from a

17th Century Irish poem, refers to.Catherine's physical and spiritual

Jjourney in the footsteps of SEAMUS“HEANEY, whose Station Island poems
are set in the famous pilgrimage centre of Lough Derg.

This -should

appeal to us - especially in the sense of the feminine perspective

‘ on Catholicism, nationalism and Ulster.
3 these same issues in a seminar at University College, Dublin.

GOLD CLASP AND HOOP irciawd.

Catherine recently explored

BRONZE ANKLETS.



19 DECEMBER

R

of Ireland today.

"BEANNACHTAI NA NOLLAIG!" is the Irish for CHRISTMAS GREETINGS! To
get into the festive mood, we shall show TWO VIDEOS: ’ :

(1) A FEAST OF IRISH SET DANCES locks at the long tradition of community
folk dancing in the ways it is still practised in different parts

(2) THE JRISH HOOLEY is just what it sounds like - a session of
TRADITIONAL MUSIC, SONG AND DANCE - a great "crack"!:

The following booklists are available in
the series A Sense of Ireland.

Irish Politics

Irish History

. Irish Women’s Issues

Irish Lives

Irish Fiction

Irish Music

Irish Poetry

frish Children’s Books

Irish Miscellany

St
(=]

. Books in Irish:
Leabhair as Gaeilge .

Any of the books listed may be requested
and obtained from your local library.

The lists represent just a few of the very
many books available in Birmingham
Libraries on Ireland and of Irish interest.

Cover design based on drawings by C’L)tlr‘!lle)' Davis
from his Ceitic Art Source Book.

\gl"\’%
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SENSE OF
IRELAND

A selected list of books
-available from Birmingham
Library Services.

The set of 10 lists costs
£1.50 (including p. & p.),
from:

The Commercial Unit
Birmingham Library Services
Central Library

Chamberlain Square
Birmingham

B3 3HQ

Birmingham City Council

¥ Library Services
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The Health of Irish People in Britain

I.iam CGreenslade
Institute of Irish Studies

University of Liverpool

Racial inegualities and ethnic differences in physical and mental
health have become the focus of increasing attention £ rom
researchers and professionals in recent years, but the experience
of Irish people, whoe are +the largest minority community in
Britain, h_ag remained all but invisible. Whereas evidence is
emerging of distinctive patterns of disease, with differential
incidence and prevalence rates in specific minority communities,
few studies have explored the health status of Irish migrants

and their descendants.

To all intents and purposes, the health of Irish pecople 42X
Britain remains officially invisible because the overwhelming
majority of research reports differences between ‘white”’ and

other groups usually on the basis of a mixture of racial and

national origin, using categories such as ‘Asian”’, sIndian’ ox
rWwest Indian’. The assumption that the ‘white’ ethnic groupr is
homogenesous not only belies well—established evidence of

significant and enduring social class inegualities in health, but
also implies that communities of migrants with white skin have
‘assimilated’ such that their social and material conditions,

culture and life—styles are no longex distinct.

It is a matter for debate as to why reports, over 10 years ago,
of highexr rates of attempted suicide and of admission o
psychiatric hospital among Irish migrants to Britain have
Prompted littlie subseguent study of the circumstances
underpinning such acute distress. More recently, it has been

shown that Irish—born men in England and Wales have the highest

death rate of any immigrant group, when standardised by social
class, has not received the same attention oxr subseguent
analysis as, for example, evidence of high death rates from
coronary heart disease or diabetes amongst men from the Indian

sub—-~continent or the Caribbean.

It i=s possible perhaps that the timing of this research played
a role in the absence of any systematic follow—up. Migration from
Ireland to Britain declined during the 1970s. It i=s once again
on the rise however, particularly amongst the young. The present
increase in the Irish migrant population makes the omission of
systematic follow—up research into TtTheir health all the more

glaring.

The health of Irish peocople in Britain was not always cloaked in
the invisibility to which I have alluded. In the middle decades
of Tthe 19th Century, the Irish were regarded as a significant
factor contributing to public health problems in many parts of
the country. In that period, the health of the Irish was sublject
to a considerable surveillance and monitoring within the host
épciety. Seen as a source of infestation and a hazard to health,
the severity of their conditicns, even when contrasted with those

amongst the indigenous urban pooxr, were Iinstrumental in the
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introduction of public health and housing policies geared to the

minimisation of risk to the wider populace. Ircnically enocugh,
it was the Irish, formihg a large part of the domestic rool of
casual labourxr, who found work buildaing the drains, sewage
systems, and other public works that arose as a conseguesnce of

the fear of epidemic.

Moving from past visibilility to present invisibility, the study

of Immigrant Morxrtality in England and Wales 1970—-78 reports
mortality rates for A1 L Ireland”’ . The aggragate FXxrish’
category is used to avoid inaccuracies stemming £from the
misclassification of country of birth on death registrations. In
sSome casess , ‘Ireland’ alone was recorded as the country of birth,
without specifying which Prart. The scale of the Prrobhblem of
misclassification is indicated by evidence from the orcs

ITongitudinal Study, that 25% of people born in Northern Ireland
were recorded at death as having been born in the Irish Republic

or ‘Ireland, part not stated-”.

The aggregation of Irish migrants into a single category may,
however, mask significant differences in their mortality. Between
1970 and 1972, the Standardised Mortality Ratios (SMR) for =all
causes were reported separately for migrants from the Irish
Republic and Northern Ireland. Male and female migrants aged 20—
69 from the Irish Republic had strikingly higher mortality (at
ia3=2 and 128 respectively) than male and female migrants from
Northern Ireland (102 and 92 respectively) . Mortality data
repoxrted fTox Tthe aggregate fTrish’ category therefore mexrit

cautiocous inter—-pretation.

In England and Wales between 1970 and 1978, death rates among

Irish—born men aged 15—64 were 22% higher than the average for

all men of that age. Some of the excess is accounted foxr by the
over—representation of Irish—born men in semi—skilled and
unskilled manual occcupations, amongst whom Jdeath rates are
genexrally higher than average . Nevertheless, when the

occupational class distribution of male Irish migrants is taken

into account, there is still an excess mortality of 15% .
Moreovexr, Irxrish men are the only immigrant group whose premature

mortality is higher in England and Wales than in their country

of origin.

The principal causes of male Irish migrants’ deaths in England
and Wales were accidents , suicides anda violence (80% above
average) with a particularly high risk of homicide, accidental
poisoning and accidental falls tuberculosis (1L45% above
average); some cancers, notably the oral cavity and pharynx (83%

above average) and the gall bladdexr and bile ducts (76% above

average) (Marmot et al, 1984). Deaths from liver cirrhosis were
63% above average amongst Irish—born men, whilst risk of death
was also high from peptic ulcer (42% above average), and high
blood pressure (35% above average). In each of these cases, the

death rate was higher than from the same causes in Ireland.

Although +the health experience  of Irish—boxrn women living in
England and Wales was better than in Ireland between 1970 and
1978, they also experienced =a higher than average death—rate

(L6 excess mortality) . the third highest female immigrant
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mortality rate. Whilst women’s social class is= more Alifficult
thanr men’s to categorise, standardisation of married women'’'s
mortality rates for (husband‘’s) coccupational class did not reduce
their overall death rate between 1970 and 1978. This suggests
that factors othex than conventional measures of social class

position affected their health .

T.Like male Irish migrants, Irish—born women living in England and

wales had very high death rates from all forms of tuberculosis

(L15% above average) 7 accidental poisoning (77% above average)
and cirrhosis of the liver (59% above average) . Death from othexr
chest disease was alsco more likely, by 59% for cancerx ocof the
lung, bronchus and trachea; and by 37% for bronchilitis, emphysema

and asthma .

To date, no research has explored why the mortality of
Irish—born adults living in England and Wales is so much highex
than average. A preliminary analysis of self—reported data on
smoking and drinking, from the GHS, confirmed popularly held
views that Irish precple are more likely to smoke and drink
neavily, but no account was taken of social class, which is known
alsco to be asscociated with varying rates of alcohol and tobacco
use. Furthermore, recently published evidence suggests that the
tendency to shorter than average life expectancy extends inte the

second generation Irish population in England and Wales.

At the Institute of Irish Studies at the University of Liverpool,
we have attempted to address the causes of increased mortality
in a preliminary way by analyzing data on health and lifestyle
amongst first and second generation Irish migrants taken from the
1984 General Household Survey, an ongoing survey of approximately
25,000 peocple conducted annually by the OPCS. Full detaills of
this analysis may be found in Pearson Madden and Greenslade

(1990) and Greenslade, Pearson and Madden (1991) .

From our preliminary analysis of one year’s GHS datsas no clear
answer to the guestion of whether Irish migrants’ high mortality
is due to poorer social and material conditions. Age structure
seems to account for the highey rates of poor health and long—
standing illness of migrants from the Republic of Ireland. There
is=s apparently no residual which might be attributed to <their

generally lower socio—economic status.

As far as the non—psychiatric morbidity experience=s= of the Ixrish
migrants compared with the non—Irish population are concerned,
our analysis reveals conflicting evidence. When age 1is taken
into account, the self—reported health status of the Republic

Irish is better than one would expect from their high mortality

and their socio—economic status. Northern Irish migrants, by
contrast, after disaggregation by age, report worse health than
one would expect from their highex socio—economic status .

Howevearx , the numbers are so small when we disaggregate by age

that we would not wish to place great stress on these findings.

Both of the first generation Irish groups have high reported
rates of abstention from alcohol , vet their mortalitcy from
alcohol—related diseases is apparently high. Those who do drink

are not significantly more likely than average to dixrink heavily,
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but the second generation are. The Republic Irish population had

a substantially greater proportion of smokers than the British

Propulation born of British rarents, but second—generation
Northern Irish migrants smoked as much. No clear pattern emerged
here.

The differences in mortality between Ffirst—generation migrants
from the Republic and the North are not reflected either in theirxr
own self—-reported health status or in that of second—genexration

migrants.

We found it impossible to identify any strong "Irish'” dimensions
to the merbidity experience of the second generation Irxrish in
Britain, apart from the possibility that Republic Irish first-—
and second—generation migrants tend not to consult doctoxrs until
an iliness beéomes limiting. The second generation’s tendency to
conform to the "norm® of the British population born of British
Prarents was faxr sStrongexr than any tendency to replicate the

experiences of the preceding generation of migrants.

This report is= concerned with research at a very preliminary
stage of development. Howaever , a much longer term project of
investigation using both primary data collected within the Irish

community and secondary data from official sources is about to

get under way. Hopefully the result of this future study will
provide the information necessary to understanding ., and
prreventing, the causes of pooxr health amongst Ixrish people in
Britain.
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Stop Press - Project Update - January 1992

The teaching materials from this project are mnow well
underway. At the end of this year we plan to bring out a
handbook for secondary teachers at key stages three and four
about crosscurricular work.

The main part of the handbook will focus on three themes - Community
and Change, Conflict, and Colonialism - each of which contains teaching
activities and student stimulus pages for photocopying. Each theme has
both a British/Irish and a wider world dimension.

So for instance, Community and Changc suggests a teaching process for
looking at the theme and has a number of case studies about different
communities and their development. For example, the first 15 about
Bournviiie in Bifmingnam and (00kS ai 4 philanthropist's vision, in this
case Cadbury, for a community; another is about the Fatima Mansions
community in Dublin, a group of people living in blocks of flats who have
initiated changes in their own community; another is about a shantytown
community in Brazil where a community worker, an ‘outsider’, finds
himself deeply influenced by the peoplc he meets and acts as a catalyst
for change in the community. The teaching ideas encourage students to
think about their own involvement with communities and development
processes within them.

The Conflict theme suggests a learning process which can be applied to
any conflict situation. Our stimulus material focuses on the 'peace lines'
in Belfast and on Cambodia.

Finally, Colonialism offers a framework for tackling the theme which
allows the perspective of the colonised and the coloniser to be catered for
sensitively and creatively. Again material has an Irish/British and wider
world dimension.

The handbook will also contain ideas for planning crosscurricular work in
secondary schools which draw on the experiences of the teachers
involved in the project.

Irialling of the material in schools is taking place this term in both Britain
and lreland. Watch out for the handbook at the end of the year.

Marje Bridle

Development Education Centre

Gillett Centre

998 Bristol Road

Birmingham B29 6LE Tel 021 472 3255
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