v,

T

IRISH DIMENSIONS
IN BRITISH EDUCATION

REPORT on 7th .

National Conference

Saturday, 10th February,1990.

Soar Valley College

Irish Studies Workshop




& IRISH DIMENSIONS
IN BRITISH EDUCATION

REPORT on 7th .

> National Conference

Saturday, 10th February,1990.

Published by:

Soar Valley College
Irish Studies Workshop,
~\% § Gleneagles Avenue,
Leicester.

LE4 7GY.

Telephone: (0533) 669625.

G Ny T,
b R




CONTENTS

Page

a: Table of Contents

L0 Editor's Introduction

4 'The Civil Rights Movement: Twenty Years Afters'; first paper:
Dr. Bob Purdie, Ruskin_College, Oxford.

e : Recommended Reading: review titles received.

12,’ '"The Famine: Great Hunger of Starvation'; second paper:
Dr. Christine Kinealy, ex-Ulster Historical Foundation,
currently at Irish Studies Institute, Liverpool.

s Conference Workshop Reports:
19 Birmingham Public Libraries Irish Studies Group;
' Martin Flynn and Feligity Rock. (Balsall Heath Library) .

22 The Irish Collection at John Rylands University Library of Manchester;

g Janet Wallwork of JRULM and Manchester Irish Education Group.

26: Report on Irish Studies Workshop Activities 1989 — 1990

27 Details of Workshop's Adult Education Progréﬁme 1Celtic Encounters' 1989

81 'Irish Dimensions in History in the New National Curriculum';
article by Nessan J. Danaher (Workshop Co-ord.), from 'The

i Irish Post' of 23 June 1990.

32 Attendance List - 1990 Conference.

33 Culture and Society in Ireland up to the Early 20th C. from

Final Report:'Natféhal Curriculum History Working Group
(DES April 1990); Key Stage 3, Option HSU 19, p.70 - 71

We are grateful to the following commercial sponsors who have helped
to make this publication possible.

oanaber cc woalsh LTo.

PLANT HIRE, BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

e 81 UPPINGHAM ROAD oy
BETIRS g ;
;’{@': “ (EICESTER . LE5 37B g
“3) } TELEPHONE 76i3s)s & ess¥oo. . o %N 3]
«ThpweY . “en .g\\“ s

% Birminghan: Beer Swpplles Ltd d

Unit 5, Garretts Green Ind. Estate,
Sl Valepits Road, Garretts Green
Proprietors: Martin and Patricia Birmingham B33 0TD
Finneran Telephone: 021-783 9626




IRISH DIMENSIONS IN BRITISH EDUCATION
7TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE - Saturday 10 February 1990

QUESTIONS OF EVIDENCE - THE "FAMINE" AND THE "TROUBLES".

This conference was aimed at teach:crs, parents, first and second generatioy .
Irish, Irish community organisatiors and all those interested in the relationship
between culture and education.

This year there were two guest speakers:

(1) Dr. BOB PURDIE of Ruskin College, Oxford, BAIS Executive member
and member of both the Irish znd Scottish Labour History Societies,
who spoke on "CIVIL RIGHTS - TWENTY YEARS AFTER". He discussed the
origins of the Civil Rights movements and the current situation with
regard to the community and civil liberties.

(2) Dr. CHRISTINE XINEALY, Director of the Ulster Historical Foundation
who discussed "THE FAMINE — GREAT HUNGER OR STARVATION? She examined
the role of the Government, using new archive evidence, and examined
"revisionist" interpretations.

There was a wide range of Workshops to choose form covering many aspects
of development:

~ IRISH DIMENSIONS TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE -~ MARTIN FLYNN of the
Birmingham Library Service considered issues and developments.

- CREATING AN IRISH STUDIES GROUP — HOW TO DO IT — PAT DUFFY (W'ton Ir.
Cult. Asscn.), JOE FLYNN (Man. Ir. Ed. Group), & GREG QUIERY (Merseyside
ir, Stds. Bnts,)

— IRISH LANGUAGE WORKSHOP - SEOSAMH WATSON of UCD and Oideas Gael: presenting
Irish Literature in Adult Education: sources, preparation and problems.

- THE IRISH MATERIAL IN MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY - an exploration,
led by JANET WALLWORK of the John Rylands University Library.

— CELTIC STUDIES FOR THE 9 — 15s: MAGGIE GARVEN of SOAR VALLEY COLLEGE
explored uses of History and Archaeology and use of I.T. re the National
Curriculum.

- RESEARCHING WOMEN'S EXPERIENCES - S0OURCES & PROBLEMS - ELLEN STAGG of
Wigston FE College (Leics.) led a workshop discussion

~ "“AN IRISH PROTESTANT IN ENGLAND" - a viewpoint and discussion led by
SEAN TRAYNOR, children's author.

-~ THE IRISH COMMUNITY — ASPECTS OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS; a workshop
led by GEAROID O'MEACHAIR of the London CARA project.

During lunch there was a showing of the new video of THE IRISHMAN - AN
TMPRESSION OF EXILE made by Philip Donnellan in 1965 - an early example
of a film that the BBC felt they could not programme.

We wish to thank BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES and the 'BUILDING SIGHTS
PROJECT' for the loan of the PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION ON THE IRISH IN BIRMINGHAM
called " A ROUGH' CROSSING".

The bockstall was operated by FOUR PROVINCES BOOKSHOP of London (071-833-3022).

The Conference was supported by the British Assocation for Irish Studies, Soar
Valley College Community Association, the Leicestershire Multicultural Service,
our commercial sponsors, and the Recreation and Arts Department of Leicester
City Council. We wish to express our gratitude to all of these bodies.

NESSAN J. E. DANAHER, B.A., M.Ed.
Irish Studies Co-ordinator

(Hon. Fellow, Irish Studies Institute
University of Liverpocl)
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The Civil Rights Movement:

v ﬁrwvearxt;\r Years After.
by BOB PURDIE

Lecture delivered to the Soar Valley Irish Studies Conference.
Leicester, 10 February 1990,

Strictly speaking the anniversary we should be marking this year is
not that of the civil rights. movement, but twenty years of the
Provisional IRA military campaign. This highlights a problem about
writing the history of civil rights. For most commentators the events
ﬁreceding the outbreak of the conflict have been relevant mainly as
an explanation for the violence of the last two decades and the civil
rights movement, therefore, has been seen as the prelude to a war,
But during most of 1ts history Northern Ireland was at peace and it
is wrong to ignore everything in that history except the conflict.
The civil rights movemeht marked a transition and it has to be seen
in the light of the events of the 19706s and 1980s, But it also has
to be seen as a.ﬁonsequence of the 1960s, and as a product of events

which took place during a time of rapid, but peaceful, change.

The civil rights movement ba2gan as & new way of tackling an old
problem. Complaints about discrimination against Catholics in Ulster
were older than the state itself , but the term, "civil rights", was
never used to define the aspirations of the minority community in
Northern Ireland before the 1960s. The inspiration was the black
civil rights movement in the United States, It militantly expressed
the passion of Southern blacks and their demand for the rights their
citizenship should have given them. At the same time its aspirations
were moderate; it simply demanded that the United States apply the
letter of its Constitution. The civil rights movement was based on
the same fundamental principle. That uniform standards of civil
rights should prevail throughout the United Kingdom. This did not
neccessarily imply a desire to be British, simply & willingness to
put aside longer term aspiratioﬁé in favour of unity around one basic

demand.



To understand where this movement came from you have to look back at
Northern Ireland during the 1960s. It was a period during which there
were widespread expectations of change, and a: belief that the old
animosities and the social and cultural backwardness of the past
would be overcome. These ideas were closely associated with the
Premiership of Terence O'Neill. The new Prime Minister, who came to
office in 1963, adopted an economic - strategy of state investment and
planning and a liberal image. His best known gestures were the
meetings with Sean Lemass and Jack Lynch and his visits to Catholic
schools. But his intentions were less generous than the gestures

appeared.

The 1962 Stormont General Election had seen a serious slump in the
Unionist vote. Large numberd of Protestant workers had voted for the
Northern Ireland Labour Party in protest at unemployment and economic
stagnation. Many middle class voters, particularly in Belfast, had
voted for the NILP and the Liberal Party as a protest against the
sectarian attitudes of the Unionist Party. To overcome these
electoral problems O'Neill needed to turn the economy round and to
win back disaffected voters, His economic strategy required
collaboration with the British government, and incorporation of the
trade wunions inte economic planning structures. This meant
substantial enough gestures to create an impression of change, but
not enough real change to alienate his existing supporters. He was
not prepared, for example, to try to reform the Unionist Party so
that Catholics could join it.

O'Neill's cosmetic changes blinded many people to the reality that
the old problem of sectarianiem hed not been ellminated. Beneath the
surface communal antagonisms flourished; homes churches and halls
were daubed with slogans; soccer fans clashed; Orange and nationalist
bands provoked conflict. It was all fairly low key and quite
unpolitical, but it did call in to question the extent to which
Northern Ireland had really changed

The fact was that there were basic reforms which 0'Neill could have
brought in and which were of pressing neccessity. The local

government electoral system was anachronistic and unfair. Many small



local authorities were too small to provide adequate services and had
become cockpits of sectarian animosity. Housing was too scarce a
commodity and some local authorities allocated it in a discriminatory
way. Discrimination in employman® was covert in the public sector and
often blatant in the private sectpr. Both sides discriminated, but
they were not equally culpable. It was Catholics who suffered most,
and they also had their hands on fewer levers of power. Power
confers responsibility and the Unionist Party seriuously failed to
fulfill its responsibility to ensure fair treatment of all citizens.
Terence O'Neill, by simultaneously giving hope of change and refusing
to bring 1t about, must be blamed for much that followed.

There were serious warnings of trouble ahead in 1964, with the Divis
5t. riots, when Paisley blackmailed the government into sending the
RUC into the Falls to seize a tricolour flag from the Republican
electiony H,Q. In 1966 there was tension around the fiftieth
anniversary of the Easter Rising and the emergence of the UVF. These
events showed that the small section of the Protestant community
which was consumed by sectarian passions was large enough to cause a
problem when given political leadership by Ian Paisley. Paisleyism
had two effects. It limited the room for maneuvre of O'Neill and his
supporters in the Unionist Government and Party, but it also
undermined trust in O'Neill amongst those who were to become civil

rights supporters,

By 1968, O'Neill had, quite independently of Paisley's actions,
succeeded in alienating most Catholics, and many liberal Protestants.
But Pailsleyism was important in providing the nationalist community
with an explanation for what they saw as unacceptable in O'Neillism -
it was believed that Paisley's pressure, together with that of the
"backwoodsmen” in the Party had frustrated the Prime Minister's weak
liberal instincts. This reinforced the communalist divide within
Northern Ireland and it was an important part of the process whereby
opposition to the Government took to the streets - no other effective
means of pressurising the Unionist administration had been found, and
0'Neill had done nothing etffective to deal with the mounting

frustration. An important example was the one attempt to bring a



court case against a local authority for discrimination; this

collapsed when legal aid was denied,

The stagnation of the 0' Neill yeafs was particularly tragic for the
new opposition forces which had emerged in the earlier atmosphere of
optimism. There were the constructive nationalists of the National
Democratic Party, the Républican Labour Party of Gerry Fitt and
individual Nationalist politicians like the Gormley brothers vand
Austin Currie. The Republican Movement had given up its guerrilla war
and was trying to engage 1in grass roots social agitation. The
Northern Ireland Labour Party broadened its support to include some
Catholics and some talented middle class intellectuals. The Ulster
Liberal Party led by a likeable Protestant clergyman, the Rev. Albert
McElroy, began to revive a political tradition which had been dead
since the early twentieth century. This growing opposition, and the
electoral reverses for the Unionists gave hope that the Unionists
could be ousted at the ballot box by a coaliticen of opposition
groups. By the 1965 Stormont general election O°'Neill’'s strategy had
dissipated this potential and it is this which explains the emergence

of the civil rights movement.

Between 1962 and 1968 there were several attempts to create a civil
rights‘moveméﬁt. The Republicans set up a Northern Ireland Council
for Civil Liberties in 1962. In January 1964 a group of Catholic
professional people set up the Campalgn for Social Justice in
Northern Ireland to circulate information about abuses of civil
liberties 1in Northern Ireland. The same year students in Queen's
University Belfast set up the Working Committee on Civil Rights; it
carried out surveys in Derry and Newry. In 1965 a group of London
Irish people in the British Labour Party launched the Campaign for
Democracy 1n Ulster. In January 1967 the Northern Ireland Civil
Rights Association was tormed as a result of an initiative from

aRepublican discussion forum, the Wolfe Tone Societies.

None of these organisations achieved any significant results. The
Republicans quickly abandoned the NICCL in favour of a campaign to
free Republican prisonefs. The Working Committee ran out of funds

before 1its surveys could be published. The CSJ and the CDU failed to



prod the Westminster government or Parliament into intervening to end
Unionist abuses of power. The NICRA was completely unable to get
results by lobbying government ministers and departments on civil
liberties issues. It was only the Association's decision to organise
a March between Coalisland and Dungannon 1in August 1968 which opened

a breach in the wall of indifference.

The success of the march led to another one in Derry on 5 October,
This was prohibited from followlng its proposed route by the Minister
of Home Affairs, William Craig, and an attempt to defy the ban
brought a brutal police attack which was seen right across the world
on televsion news bulletins. In its wake there emerged a mass civil
rights movement, with groups organised right across Northern Ireland.
But 1t also led to a spiral of increasing tension, In January 1969
the students of the People's Democracy were brutally ambushed at
Burntollet, while marching from Beltfast to Derry, and in August 1969,
serious violence spread from Derry to Beltast and the British Army

was sent in to take control trom the exhausted and demoralised RUC.

In retrospect, the decision of the NICRA to turn to street
demonstrations was a fateful one. Street marches in Northern Ireland
had a very detinite historical and sectarian signiticance. The civil
rights movement was perfectly sincere in viewing 1ts marches as
non-sectarian, but it was a perception which was not widely shared.
It was not just that many Protestants were upset and angered, but
some less politically sophisticated Catholics interpreted the tactic
as a signal to become more aggressive and combative towards the
police and the Protestant community. By August 1969 1t was clear that
the minority community was so alienated that it was no longer
possib; le to find a solution in purely civil rights terms, But that
is another story - the story of the Troubles and we should not get

the two things mixed up

Why did the leadership of the civil rights movement not foresee the
effects of 1ts tactics? They did, atter all, call off the
demonstrations towards the end of 1968, when it was obvious that
sectarianism was on the increase. The truth 1is that the tactic

itself was not foreseen. It srose out of a particular situation in



Dungannon, when a local campaign for better housing liﬁked up with a
small civil liberties group locking for some way to make an impact.
The apparent success of the merch encouragéd the N{CRA to agree to
proposals from a group of militants in Derry that a march should be
arranged for their town, There were those within the Association who
counselled caution, but for the majority it was the only way to break

out of isolation and frustration

The crisis which the civil rights movement precipitated transformed
the context within which the grievances of Northern Ireland Catholics
could be considered. The Unionist Party could never have responded
adequately because, quite apart from its sheer lack of political and
administrative competence, it was too susceptiblé to communalist
pressures, But when Westminster took over in 1972 it became possible
to tackle the problem of discrimination through the more detached

processes of bureaucratic social engineering.

The early civil rights activists wanted to get Britain involved
because they believed that Westminster would impose British standards
of impartiality and tairness. This was a somewhat naive view but, in
any case, by the time Britain did intervene it was in circumstances
which they had not envisaged. It was not primarily to bring about
equality of rights, but to contain civil unrest and in a situation
poisoned by wviolence and suspicion. To the cautién of all
governments responding to popular demands, was added a fear of
provoking Protestant opposition and a deep seated reluctance to get
entangled in Irish affairs at all. By the time Westminster took over
full control of Northern Ireland in March 1972, the British presence,
itself, had become a problem, and the Provisional IRA had changed the
terms of the debate. Discrimination shrank back in importance when

compared with the problem of political violence.

In considering discrimination we should distinguish between the
repression and bigotry which Catholics living in Republican areas and
some working class Protestants suffer at the hands of the security
forces and the structures of discrimination which sre not associated

with the current violence and would survive if the war were to end.



There have been ten official and officially commissioned reports on
the problem of discrimination since 1978, and 1in addition there have
been regular reports on their work by the Fair Employment Agency, the
Equal Opportunities Commission. the Police Authority and the Police
Complaints Board. These have been supplemented by a mass of academic
research and by investigative journalism, Much more information is
now available, and more sophisticated techniques have been applied to
interpreting it, than was the case in the 1860s. They have brougiit
out the fact that discrimination is deeply rooted because it reflects
assumptions, predjudices and practices at the grass roots of the
society. The exclusion of Catholics from skilled trades in the
shipbuilding and heavy engineering industries, for example, arose
from the practice of recruiting through family networks, but it is
hard for governments to overcome that kind of iraditional practise.
Try being a civil servant instructing a father or uncle that their
son or nephew should not have privileged access to an apprenticeship

in the shipyard

Governmental efforts have not succeeded in clarifying completely the
origins, causes and extent of dicrimination,.and they have certainly
not succeeded in eliminating it. Moreover it has become clear that
Northern Ireland is not unique within the United Kingdom, Many of the
problems faced by black people in Britain do not differ in kind from
those experienced by Northern Ireland Catholics. 1In both societies
discrimination on ground of race or religion is cross-cut and
intensified by discrimination on grounds of gender. In Britain, as
in Northern Ireland, every attempt to deal with these problems

reveals a further layer of complexity.

The civil rights movement broke down the old system of discrimination
and bigotry because it had a vision which was broader and more
generous than any seen in Northern Ireland before. It inspired people
who had lost faith in the possibilities of change, although it did
not succeed 1n finding a way to bring change about, The civil rights
movement 1is dead. It was torn apart by violence and sectarian

polarisation. It cannot be revived, but it can be learned from.
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Northern Ireland 1is part of Europe and will be affected by the
changes now taking place throughout the continent. This does not mean
that it will be changed by some disembodied abstract force. It will
be changed by its people. Most of the problems now coming to the fore
in Europe concern precisely the issues of civil liberties and of
relations between ethnic and religious communities which Northern
Ireland has been trying to solve in the last twenty years. The
fundamental decency of the Northern Ireland people and their great
common sense will enable them to learn from the experiences of the
new Europe - and also to contribute to creating that new Europe by

helping others to learn from their experiences.
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THE IRISH FAMINE 1845-52

Subsisterice crises were not unusual in nineteenth century Ireland., In 1817,

)

1822, 1831, 1335, 1836, 1339 and 1842, for example, there were partial crop

t

failures which resulted in localised diastress in various parts of the country.

u

Because, prior to 1838, there was no state provision for poor relief in
Ireland, the government responded to each of these crises on an "ad hoc” basis
nsually by providing the distressed areas with sums of money equal to

1

contrivutions which were raisged locally and by importing additional foodstuffs

ode

nto the affected areas. In 1838, however, a Poor Law, closely modelled on the
1834 "new’ EBnzlish FPoor Law was introduced into Ireland. The Irish Poor Law
divided the country inte 139 new =administrative unite known as Unions, each of

which was to have its own workhousse.

The potato blight, which was the immediate cause of the Famine, was first
noticed in County Cork at the beginning of Beptember 18456 but ites full extent
was not realised until general digging tock place in October. Following this,
it became obvious that the bklight had affected the potato crop in the

south and west of Ireland with only ieolated instances in other parts of the

oountry.

The British government, under the leadership of the Prime Minister, S5ir Robert
Peel, reacted guickly to the news of the blight. At this stage, they believed
that they would be applying a temporary remedy to a "temporary though
widespread calamity”. In November 1845, a Temporary Relief Commission was
which was to cperate parallel to, but distinct from the Poor Law
system. The fanction of this Commission was to control and co-ordinate the
efforte of local relief committees. The relief committees, in turn, could

% grant from the government to be used to provide empleyment and
supply food to the distressed arezsz. The government also purchased £100,0200

worth of Indian corn which was to he distributed through these committees. In
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addition te This, in December 1845, the government gave the Board of Works a
grant of £5,P%3 which they were to usze to previde employment in the affected
areas but, again, this government mciey could only be awarded if it was

matched by money which was raised laocally.

By July 1846, almogt 790 relief committees had been established in Ireland,
predominantly in the south and west of the country, and they had raised a total
of £98,989 in voluntary subscfipti@ns - the largest sum ever raised for the
relief of distress in Ireland. To this the government added a further £66,9000.
At the same time £733,000 had been spent on public works, half of this sum
being raised locally and half provided by the government. Bqt despite the
substantial amount of veoluntary contributions the government was determined
that the Irishk landlords should he forced teo play an even larger role in the
provision of relief. In January 1846, S8ir Charles Trevelyan, Permanent
Secretary at the Treasury, informed 2ir Randcolph Eouth, the Chief Commissioner

of the Relief Commiesion that:

“the landlords and other ratepayers are the parties who are both
legally and morally answerable for affording due relief to the
destitute poor. The efforts of those persons are to be stimulated,
directed and supported, but not, if it can possibly be avoided,

to be superseded but the direct agency of the offices of the

Goverament',

Although Bir Robert Peel’'s government fell in June 1846, his successor, Lord
John Russell, allowed the relief operations to continue as the harvest was only
a8 few weeks away. Generally in the summer of 1846, the mood of the government

and the relief officials was optimisztic. The relief measures which had been

4]

introduced wers felt to have besn zuccessful and zsome government officials were

fo

hopeful that the blight would finally end the dependance of many Irieh people

on the potato. BSir Randolph Routh explained this thus:

“"The little industry called for to rear the potatce and ite prolific
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growth leave the people to indeolence and all kinds of vice which
habitual labour and a higher order of food would prevent. I think it
very probable that we mey derive mich advantage from this present

calamity.

Although the government g relief operations were due to end in August 1846,

by this time the potateo blight had again appeared in an even more virulent
form, with no part of the country having escaped from it. The blight

in 1845 had bhesn localised but in 1846 it was reported to have affected the
potato crop in every part of Ireland. As a conseguence of this the Government
was forced to review its temporary relief measures., Although the relief
messures of the previous yvear had been successful it was thought that thie

had ben achieved at a very high price. This resulted in a shift of policy

by the government; more of the responsibility for financing the relief

systems was now to be placed on the Irish landlords whilst at the same time,
gratuitous relief was, as far az possible, to he replaced by relief in return
for employment. To facilitate this , in August 1846 the system of public works
was greatly extended whilst simoultaneously employment on them became more

tightly controlled.

The role of the relief committees also changed in 1846. They were no longer
to recieve a grant from the government but instead were to apply for an
“advance” or “loan’ which would be provided on the credit of the local poor
rates., In 1845, the relief committ=es had been the main distributors of
Indian corn but in 1848 the government purchased a much smaller quantity of
corn on their behalf. This was because they were reluctant to interfere in
the ffee market economy and sc promised the Irish corn merchants that they
would not import corn into the east of the country and would only import it
into the west of it proved tc be absclutely necessary. The local relief

committees in turn were informed that in cases were it proved essential to

digtribute corn they were to gell it inm small quantities and at a price as

zible te the l1ooal market price. Free corn was only to be given

i

near a pos



45,

+to people who were unfit to work on the public works and only if the local

workhouse was full.

wmring the winter of 1846/47 a mood of despair, panic and hysteria prevailed
in many parts of Ireland. The demand for relief was far higher than it had
been at the same time in the previous year. As early aes October 1846, for
axanple, over 199,900 were emploved on the public works alone. But the
regicnal distribution of this relief varied greatly - 20,209 of these people
were employed in County Clare whereas the total number of people employed

in the nine counties of Ulster amounted to 1,20@. The demands made on the
local relief committees for corn were alsc much higher than they had been

12 monthe earlier and by the beginning of 1847, as the supplies of corn ran

ncréasingly being replaced by soup. By this time 120 of the

oW
'.J.

ok b i e s P 2
137 workhouses were full but outdoor relief continued to be forbidden.
However, when faced with this overwhelming demand for relief, many local
relief officials and Boards of Guardiang sbandoned the guidelines lazid down
by the governwment, and instead provided relief on an "ad hoc’ and libteral

basis

At the beginning of 1847 the government anncunced a further change in policy.
The public works and relief commitises were to be replaced by soup kitchens.
As thelr name suggests, their primary function wazs to distribute soup in the
distresged areas. Daring the gummer of 1847, approximately 3 million people
were receiving relief in the form of soup. The sour kitchene were conly a

temporary measure; they Were'tc.close in August 1847 and after thie the Poor
Law was to be the main provider of relief. In crder to facilitate this, the

Poor Law had to be extended; for the first time relief outside of the

Although thers was little evidence of blight in the 1847 potato crop, a variety

of factorz combined to plunge the country inte & third season of distress.

Within Ir=land the amount of land cultivated was much less than in previous -
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years. Fever, which traditionally followed in the wake of famine, was rampant
throughout the country. Internaticnally, grain harvests were below average
Britain was undergoing an indugtrizi and finasncial c<risis which had
repercussions on the linen industry within Ulste particularly the weavers

in counties Antrim and Down. s a consequence of this, the north-eastern part
of Ireland was more vulnerable tc the affects of the potato blight than it had
been in the previous Z years. Within Ireland as a whole, therefore, the effect
of a small potato harvest combined with a more general economic recession, made

continuing widespread digtress insvitable

Following August 1847 the onus for providing relief rested almost exclusively
on the Poor Law. But.the tranefer of thie food relief regulted in an immediate
increase in the rate of emigrations and evictions, and a growth in the aumber
of deathes from starvation. Feollowing this, Edward Twistieton, the Chief Poor
Law Commiseicnsr, warned the government that even more deathes could be expected

unless other forms oﬁ%elief were introduced. But the Government refused to

deviate from its policies, still adhering t¢ the belief that the Famine could
bring long term benefite to Ireland, especially if, by loosening the hold of
the people on the land (by whatever means), it brought about the consolidation

of property in Ireland.

ward Twistleton was increasingly critical of the system of relief which he
was forced to adminster. He believed that cnly a relatively small amount of
money was necessary to bring to an end all deaths from starvation. In 1849

he informed 2z parliamentary committee!

"I wish to leave distinctly on record that, from want of sufficient
food, many persons in these unions are at present dying or wasting

it is guite poseible for this country

@

away: and at the sane time,

to prevent the occurence there of any death from starvation by the

advance of a few hundred pounds”.
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Bui the continuation of distress

did result in a modificaticn of Government

.

policy. In May 1849, the Rate-in-2id Act wae intrcduced in Ireland. Its main

o

objective was toe sever the financis! dependance of the poorest areas on the

government. This was to be acheivel by levying an additional rate on the more
progperous Unions which was then tc be re-distributed under the directions of
the Government. The troducticr of this Bill marke an important change of
policy by the British Government in relieving Irish distress: the
regponsikility for providing relief was now to become z national rather than a

local charge btut definitely not an imperizl one.

The harvest of 1849 marked the firzt of a sgeries of good harvests in many parts

of Ireland, the potato blight apresring in some parts of the west. Following

this there was a marked contrast hetween areas in which the famine counld be
sald to be “owver  and those where the consequences of the blight were gtill
having a devasptating effect on the local population In couanties Clare, Kerry,

Limerick and Tipperary blight was widespread and these areas the number of

=athes from starvation continued to increase.

The potato harvest of 1851 was virtually free from blight but some areas in

<

county Clare still regquired externzi financial aseistance. It wag not until
1852 +therefore, that the Famine could be said to be over in Ireland although
g of

diseage, mort

by

the lev

i
b _u

z2lity and emigration were s8till much higher than

b

they had been prior to 1845.

In conclusicon, the impact of the Famine throughout Ireland wag uneven.
Initially the distress was localised and short-term neasures were introduced
to relieve it, but by 1347 the whole country was reeling under the effects,
not only c¢f food shortages within Ireland, but alseo of an international
agricultural and commercial crisis. Fellowing the 1848 harvest the worst

of the Famine was over in much of Ulster and after the 1849 harvest the
demarcation between the areas which were showing sigans of recovery and thoee

where conditions were deteriotating had become marked.

=)
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rotato blight, depresszicn and recession combined to leave

ﬂ‘

During those years

Ireland temporarily without the r=sources to comperngate for such a widespread
deficit. The larger and more buovant econcmic unit of the United Kingdom, and
ultimately the British Enpire, choss not te use ite resources beyveond a certain

point to relieve this distress. Instead, the British government increasingly

regarded the Famine asg an opportunity te bring about social and economic

reform in Ireland. Within Ireland large-scale evictons, mass emigration,
deaths from disease and starvation were part of the price to be paid for the
government & adherence to these policies. The administration of relief during

the Famine therefore, wag an example of social legislation being subjected

economic theory despite the obvious imperfecticnsg of the theory iteelf.
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BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIERARIES IRISH STUDIES GROUP

Early in 1988 a group of librarians representing a cross section of libraries
in Birmingham met to explore the relative absence of an Irish dimension in
library provision in the city.

The Irish form the largest ethnic winority in Birmingham, accounting for
at least 7% of the population. This is fairly evenly spread across the city
but rises to 10-11% in the Sparkbrook Constituency and Erdington Ward. Tt
the large number of people who identify with their Irish descent is added
to this figure, the percentage is even higher,

Yet, for such a sizeable minority, the Irish have had a low profile in terms

of service provision and delivery in local government and Birmingham has

" lagged behind other cities with large Irish populations. The reasons for

this are many and varied, but undoubtedly the pub bombings of 1974 have

contributed to political caution being exercised both within the Irish community
and by the service providers.

When we first met as the Irish Studies Group there were already signs that
awareness of the Irish dimension was on the increase in the city, particularly
in the field of education. It seemed timely for Birmingham Libraries to
mount an initiative and be in at the forefront of this emerging awareness.

At the outset the group had as its azims:

s To promote awareness of the existence and needs of the Irish community
in Birmingham.

o To actively acquire relevant bookstock including material in the Irish
language.
3 To develop contacts with a diverse range of community groups representing

and serving the Irish population in the city.

4. To produce an exhibition about the Irish community in Birmingham to
tie in with the city's centenary celebrations in 1989 and to act as
a focus for the Irish Studies initiative.

Researching the exhibition gave us a 'way in' to the Irish commuq}ty; we
began by contacting the Irish Welfare and Information Centre and the ethusiastic
Birmingham correspondent for the Irish Post, the weekly newspaper for the
Irish in Britain. This uncovered a closely linked network of vibrant social
and cultural activity encompassing music, dancing, sport, language classes,
parish centres and women's groups. As we ‘gained the trust and respect of
key figures in the Irish community we scouréd our own Local Studies Department
and official sources for background material and pictures. We soon realised
to our surprise (and Horror!) that there was a complete dearth of any written
material on the Irish in Birmingham and only a handful of photographs. The
subject had been uncharted and virtually ignored.

Fortunately, a Ph.D. student was able to help us out with some background
material. The rest was up to us - original research at a grassroots level
demanding a huge commitment in terms of time, unsocial hours (most groups
meet in the evening) and motivation, as we endlessly followed up unanswered
letters and desparately tried to hunt down photographs. To our original
aims we added a fifth: to gather together as much contemporary and historical

material as possible to ensure recognition of the Irish contribution to the
life of the city.



Several months into the exhibition project and still lacking the good quality
visual material necessary to mount a successful display, we approached Building
Sights Community Education through Photography Project funded by West Midlands
Arts and the City Council. OQur praoposal was for funding that would enable
us to continue researching and eventually writing the text of the exhibition,
whilst Building Sights took on the design and production and some contemporary
location photography. The proposal was accepted and for the next eight months
we worked in collaboration to produce 'A Rough Oul' Crossing: Shades of

the Irish Experience in Birmingham', On 21 April 1989 the exhibition was
launched at Acocks Green Library attracting publicity from the Birmingham
press, the Irish Post and local radio. The event was a true celebration

incorporating a 1lively programme of Irish music and dancing, Of, the. 200
people present the majority had contributed to the exhibition.

From a "library point of view, one of the most fulfilling aspects of the
exhibition launch was the interest shown in the 200 or so books and other
library resources. This was a selection of the waterial of  Irish interest
bought over the last year, much of it from London and Manchester bookshops.
This material has formed the basis of the three stock revisions organised
to date by the Irish Studies Group covering fiction, non-fiction and women's
issues. There 1is now a much larger and wider range of material available

throughout the city and this will back up the exhibition as it tours other
libraries.

Whilst the exhibition ended up on a much larger scale than originally envisaged,
it showed us in a unique way the diversity of the Irish community in Birmingham.
It also explored the main issues which run as themes through the exhibition
- the intense cultural pride and political guardedness of the Irish community,
the level of negative stereotyping and prejudice, and the crisis of identity
-~ do individuals disguise their TIrishness or declare it? Also in evidence
is a resurgence of cultural identity amongst second-generation Irish reflected
not only in areas such as dancing and music but also in the growing popularity
and status of the Irish language and Irish Studies in general.

The timely creation of the Irish Studies Group and the respect and trust
generated by the exhibition project has meant that the Libraries Department
is seen as a key component in the general coalescence of initiatives in the
field of Irish Studies in Birmingham. The Group is represented on the steering
committee of a Bournville F.E. College project to set up Irish language classes
initially but eventually broadening into more general Irish Studies classes.
It is also providing booklists and publicity for a new AS level course in
Irish Studies being run at St. Philips Sixth Form Cecllege. 'A Rough Oul'
Crossing' has been displayed at both of these colleges and formed part of
the JIrish community's own Birmingham Centenary celebrations in September.
The wealth of research material generated by the exhibition has prompted
Conradh ra Gaeilge (The Gaelic lLeague) to put in an application to Ireland
Funds to enable this to be published as a book. This application has been
actively supported by the Irish Studies Group. We have also been asked to
run a workshop at the 7th Annual Irish Studies Conference at Soar Valley
College in Leicester in 1990.

As events continue to take place in libraries, there is also a far greater
awareness of the Irish dimension within our own department and amongst elected
members. The councillor who launched the exhibition voluntarily attended
a Community Lunch at Sparkhill 1library on the theme of Irish Studies in
Birmingham (this attracted no fewer .than 30 organisations and resulted in



21

a commitment by Birmingham Public Libraries .to produce a directory of the
Irish in Birmingham). This same councillor personally presented a report
to committee on the exhibition, generating a request for the Irish evening
to be repeated at Erdington Library in July 1989. Other libraries are now
planning their own initiatives and the Irish Studies Group is looking for
new ideas for events to highlight the exhibition at different venues as well
as at the production and publication of booklists.

BEighteen months on we can certainly claim that there is now an Irish dimension
to library provision in the city. Equally important is that libraries are
regarded with trust and respect by voluntary bodies within the Irish community
and by other service providers and are playing a key part in the development
of strategies and resources to celebrate the Irish identity in the city.

Felicity Rock and Martin Flynn
Birmingham Public Libraries

For more information on the activities of the Irish Studies Group contact
021-440-3123

POSTSCRIPT

Cultural, artistic and literary events of Irish interest continue to take
place in libraries in Birmingham. These have included theatre productions,
author visits and an introduction to Irish genealogy by the Ulster Historical
Foundation.

Birmingham Library Services are currently in the process of compiling a
Directory of the Irish in Birmingham and surrounding areas. This is being
published jointly with Conradh na Gaeilge and Wheaton Books and is due to
appear in late Spring 1991. A history of the Irish in Birmingham over the
last two centuries will follow later in the year.

In response to the growth of Irish Language classes in Birmingham, collections
of books in Irish are now available in five libraries in the city. These
collections include some dual language books and language learning materials.

A set of ten annotated bibliographies on books of Irish interest are now available
from local libraries. These are aimed at the general reader and cover such
topics as Politics, Music, Womens Issues and History.

M. Flynn/F. Rock - November 1991
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John Rylands University Library of Manchester

THE IRISH COLLECTIONS

In a city to which, for two centuries, Irish men and women have come in search of
livelihoods and homes, and which now contains over 150,000 people of Irish origin, it is
perhaps not surprising and yet, paradoxically, little-known that the John Rylands University
Library of Manchester possesses a remarkable collection of books and manuscripts relating
to Ireland. Though the Library is world-famous, its Irish collections are less well-known,
even within the academic community.

The present Library was the result of a merger, in 1972, between the Library of the Univer-
sity of Manchester, and the independent John Rylands Library, which together now make
up one of the most important research libraries in Great Britain. The research collection in
the Main Library, on Oxford Road, is complemented by the various "special collections”
which are mainly held in the Printed Books and Manuscripts Departments, in the
Deansgate building.

The Library is famous for its collection of over five hundred medieval codices, which in-
clude several from the ninth and tenth centuries featuring ‘Celtic’ illumination, such as the
exquisite Trier Psalter and Liege Gospels. These show clear evidence of the influence of
those Irish monks who followed St.Columbanus and established monasteries accross
Europe during the Dark Ages. The Library has a number of other manuscripts from
France, Belgium, Italy and Spain, with similar decoration. The earliest manuscript, with cer-
tain date, from Ireland is a 1431 copy of Higden’s ‘Polychronicon’ from St.Mary’s Abbey,
near Dublin, which includes a version of Giraldus Cambrensis’ writings on Ireland. The ear-
liest manuscript in the Irish language is a late 15th century ‘Materia Medica’ - a form of
early dictionary of medical "cures". This latter comes from perhaps one of the most sig-
nificant collections, the Rylands Irish Manuscripts which were brought together by the
great nineteenth-century scholar Denis Henry Kelly. Together with his close friends,
Eugene Curry and John O’Donovan, Kelly went to great lengths to locate and copy, and
later translate, early Irish manuscripts, and the collection, of over 130 works, includes his-
tories, literature, genealogy, heraldry, mythology and grammar books. Apart from the in-
trinsic interest of individual items (the originals of some of which are now lost) the collec-
tion as a whole bears witness to an important phase of Ireland’s Cultural Revival.

The Library also possesses manuscripts of a more contemporary nature, both literary and
political. For example there are a number of letters from W.B. Yeats in the Hugh Hunt Ar-
chive, in the Katharine Tynan Collection and the Guardian Archives, as well as correspon-
dence from such distinguished figures as J.M.Synge, Sean O’Casey, George Bernard Shaw,
and Douglas Hyde.

The Guardian Archives also contain much valuable material on the subject of Irish politics
in the form of correspondence from prominent individuals, both British and Irish including
such diverse figures as Lloyd George, Sir Roger Casement, Tim Healy, Eva Gore-Booth
and Michael Davitt. The Hugh Hunt Archive contains scripts, production notes and cut-
tings from the Abbey Theatre, and the papers of Annie Horniman include both correspon-
dence and scrapbooks relating to her work with the Irish National Theatre.



The Library also possesses remarkable collections of Early Printed Books which include ex-
amples of some of the earliest printing in the Irish language. There are copies of the first
Irish New Testament (1602) and-Old Testament (1685) as well as early catechisms, the first
dictionaries, and grammar books. Some of these came from the Strachan Collection, the
pnvate library of Professor John Strachan, which was presented to the Library on his death
in 1907 as a lasting tribute to one of the truly great scholars of the nineteenth century. In
1946 the Library purchaed the Cassedy Collection, which was formed by James Cassedy
(Seamus O Casaide) the Celtologist and bibliographer. This contains over 1200 items from
Ireland, comprising books, periodicals, newspapers, directories, almanacs and chapbooks,
and reflects his interest in the Irish language and the various nineteenth century attempts
which were made to revive it. :

The Main University Library is fortunate in having an excellent collection relating to all
aspects of Irish Studies. This has been builf up over many years, both by the efforts of the
Celtic Studies Department, and of other departments with an interest in Ireland. The
resulting collection which is both comprehensive and wide-ranging, covering all aspects of
Irish history, life and culture; it is reinforced by substantial periodical holdings, and backed
by the Library’s superb Reference and Information Service. The combined holdings of
3,400,000 printed books and over 1,000,000 manuscripts, enable the Library to act very
much as the research library of the region, and though the actual student population num-
bers 18,000 there are in fact over 40,000 registered readers. For bona-fide researchers who
are not members of the University, and for corporate institutions, the Library can offer ap-
propriate membership on a reference-only basis.

One of the most exciting developments at the Library in recent years has been the setting
up of the John Rylands Institute, in January 1988. The purpose of the Institute is to
promote awareness and use of the Library’s collections, and positive benefits for students
of Irish studies are already being felt. A high priority has been given to the production of a
series of Research Guides to the collections, and it is hoped that the Guide to Irish Studies
will be available by Spring 1990. Recently a number of seminars were held for students on
a local Irish Studies course, and they were able to examine rare Irish books and
manuscripts relevant to their studies. A number of other such visits are planned for next
year, and the Library is always prepared to consider sympathetically similar requests from
interested groups. The Institute has also raised sufficient funds to offer a Fellowship, and a
number of short-term bursaries to support scholars pursuing post-doctoral or equivalent re-
search in the Rylands special collections; further information on this is available from the
Librarian. Anyone wanting to know more about the Library or its collections is of course
welcome to contact me there, on 061 275 3726.

Janet L. Wallwork

Cataloguing Department.

John Rylands University Library of Manchester
Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PP



With examples from the collections of the Johm Rylands
Univereity Library of Manchester

Anti-Irish Histories:
HIGDEN, Ranulphus: Pglvchronicon Dublin, 1431 {(Ryl.lat 217.37

Giraldus Cambrensis: The historyv and_topography_of Ireland

Translated by J.0 'Meara. Dolmen Fress, Fortlacise, 1982.

HOLINSHED, Raphael: The firste_volume of_ the Chronicles, etc.

J.Harrison, London, 1577. {(Contains the writings of Giraldus.)

STANIHURST, Richard: ‘Historie of Ireland’ in HOLINSHED, Raphael:
The_second _volume of Chronicles, etc. London, 1588

DERRICK, John: The_ Image of Ireland... 1581 Blackstaffe Fress,

Relfast, 198%. (Facsimile =adition]

SFENSER, Edmund: A _View of the State cf Ireland Dublin, 1633

SFEED, John: Theatre of_the cempire of Great Sritain, etc.

London, 1676. (Contains drawings based on Giraldus Cambrensis.)

MEYRICK, S.R. % SMITH, C.H.:Caostume_of_ the Original Inbabitants

Fro-Irich Historiss: -

CLERY, Micheal ( % others): Annals_of the Four Masters. Beraghty,

Dublin, 1844. (First complete English editionm.)
VITO, Stephanoc: Apologia pro Hibernia adversus Cambri Calumnias.

Jotannem 0'Daly, Dublin, 1849,

LUCIUS, Gratianus: Cambrensis refuted. Joseph Hill, 1795

KEATING, Geoffrey: The general history of Ireland. 171S.
{Ryl.irish 123.}
KEATING, Geoffrey:
London, 17235,
KEATING, Geoffrey: The History of Ireland. Tranms. by D.Comyn.

Irish Texts Society, Dublin, 1902

The_general history of Ireland. BE.Creake,

The_Irish Language:
MATERIA MEDICA ciS—~16th cent. Ryl.Irish Mss.3IS

TIOMNEA NMUADH, etc John Franchke, ﬁublin, 1602 (ist New Testament)
LEABHUIR MA SEINTIOMNA, etc. London, 1683 (ist 0ld Testament)

AN RIOBLA NADMHTHA, etc. Etheringham,lLondon,1620(in Roman script)

ve

MOLLOY, Francis: Lucerna Fidelium. Typis Sacrae Fropaganda

Fide, FRame, 1&76. {Catholic catechism in Irish)

MOLLOY, Francis: Grammatica Latinco-Hibernica Typis Sacrae

Fropaganda, Rome, 1677. (The first known printed Irish grammar. )

LHUYD, Edward : Archaeplogia_Britannica Frinted ...for the

author, Oxford, 1707.(Contains a translation of Molloy’ s Grammar,
and an Irish-English dictionary)

0 BEAGLADICH, Conchobar and MAC CUIRTIM, Acdh: An _Focloir Eearla

Saoidheilge. Guerin, FParis, 1732. (The first English-Irish

Dictionary.)

BROOKE, Charlotte: Religues of Irish Foetry. Georges BRonham,
Dublin, 178%. (The first published secular literature in Irish.)
(Facsimile edition produced by Scholars’ Facsimiles, Florida,

1370.)

MASOM, Henry Joseph Monchk: Reassons... respecting the duty of

instruction tc_the native peasantry of_ Ireland. Dublin, 1848

Irish_language, etc. Lonodn, 1818

TRANSACTIONS OF THE GAELIC SOCIETY OF DUBLIN, vi. Dublin, 1808
DUBLIN FEMMY JOURMAL, “.1. Dublin, 18873

IRISLEAEHAR NA GAEDHILGE - The Gaelic Journal. vi.,no.l. Dublin,
1882. (Originally published by the Gaelic Union.)
GAELIC LEAGUE PAMFHLETS, No.2: The case for bi-lingual education

in_the Irish-speaking districts. Dublin, 188C4)

AN CLAIDHEAMH SOLUIS, wi. Dublin, 1888 (Banned in 1918.)
AM MACAOMH vi.no.1l, Dublin, 1909 {Founded by Fatrick Fearce)

Curtis, Liz: Nothing but_the same_ocld_story. Information on

Ireland, London, 1984

Lebow, Ned: British historians_and Irish History in ‘Eire
~Ireland’, vol.VIII, no.4, Winter 1973, p.18.

Wallwork, J. Treasuces of the John Rylands Library. Parts I-TII

Irish Heritage Magazine, Manchester: Winter 1988/87, Autumn 1989,
and Winter 1990 issues. :



REPORT ON "JRISH STUDIES WORKSHOP' ACTIVITIES 1989-90

In the Autumn of 1989 we ran our 7th annual Irish Studies Adult Education
Programme - “Celtic Encounters". This is an inter-disciplinary course,
with varied inputs (guest speakers, resident speakers, films, videos

and drama groups) and proves consistently to be a popular option,
attracting 40 enrolments and an average weekly attendance of around

25 persons., The course duration is 15 weeks (please refer to programme,
reproduced in full an page 27 -~ 30).

The Workshop has, over the year, made a number of contributions tc
external activities:-

- locally, we contributed an Irish input to the access course run at
Highfields Youth and Community Centre, called "Imperialism and the
Colonial Past". This leads to the Certificate in Urban Studies and
attracts post-18 students, mainly drawn from the Afro-Caribbean and
Asian Community in part of the inner city.

- again at the local level, the Co-ordinator was invited to address
the Leicestershire Family History Society on the subject of the Life
of Tom Barclay a2nd the Irish in Victorian Leicester: perhaps not
surprisingly, family history is a very popular topic; this meeting
had around 150 in attendance, mainly senior citizens. It was fascinating
to meet an elderly lady who remembers being part of an English family
on holiday in Dublin City in Easter 1816. Her perspective on things
was interesting.

~ we noticed that in a local museum publication Senior Citlizens Memories
of Leicester, there were & few clues about the origins of one particular
local lady. We approached her for an interview and came away with
a fascinating account of her family backgrouncé: & father and uncle
in the old R.I.C., the family's move to Leicester c¢.1920, variocus
educational and cultural experiences, and her career in nursing.
We hope to use the information so kindly volunteered by Ms.Kathieen McDonagh
for our ongoing research project into the history of the Irish Community
in the East Midlands.

- In the Spring, the Co-ordinator was invited to address a session at
the William Parker School in Hastings, whose annual Multicultural
Week this year featured the Irish. (The BAIS Executive Director,
Sean Hutton, was also a contributor to this programme )

- The same two guest speakers also addressed a day conference on Irish
Dimensions in Further Eduation at Brooklyn FE College in Birmingham;
this was most ably organised by Eddie Falahee, a full-time lecturer
at the College.

- Perhaps the most important aspect of educational development at national
level concerned the National Curriculum debate. The Workshop has
been actively involved in this, corresponding with Commander Saunders-
Watson, the Chair of the History Working Party and with the DES.
The Workshop Co-ordinator was commissioned by the "Irish Post" to
write a feature article on this topic and this is reproduced on
page 31 of thisg "Report".

- In terms of BAIS (British Association for Irish Studies) the Workshop
is an active participant in most areas, the Co-crdinator currently
serving as Convenor of the Adult Education Sub~Committee. This group
is currently processing the replies to its Questionnaire - designed
to preduce a database of information on the Irish Studies Ad. Ec.
scene nationally. This will be published in 1981.

- Oreitem of long-term significance in leics. is the current planning
for an Open College Network on the lines of those already established
in other parts of the country (e.g. in Manchester). This Workshop
has made a formal input tc the planning group at County Hall and the
situation looks promising for the accreditation of Irish Studies locally.

-~ our Irish Language Classes for both Beginners and Advanced continue
to thrive, ably organised and delivered by Maureen Broderick, who
recently won a BAIS Scholarship to the Oideas Gael Language Summer
School at Glen Columbkille in the Donegal Gaeltacht. The language
classes are supported financially by the College.

Finally, we wish to thank Soar Valley College for its continued support
and Leicester City Council (Recreation & Arts Dept.) for its annual
grant support - essential for the administration and cultural programmes
Workshop.

We also wish- to acknowledge the administrative advice and support from
Mrs. Wendy Burke of the Colleges Resource Department.

BAIS (British Associztion for Irish Studies) is to be particularly thanked

for its support for the annual conference.

N
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Some Notable Early Manuscriptes.

The .Cathach 1 ' \
Possibly the earliest surviving Irish manuscript. pates from the
latter part of the 6th Century and has been assgc1ated with
St.Colmcille. It is a portion of a psalm book witi short
introductory notes on each psalm; a little decoration on some of
the initial letters.Now in the Roy. Irish Academy, though its
“shrine” is in the National Museum.

Book of Durrow -

The T1rSt OFf the ‘Irish” gospel books to feature any appreciable
guantity of illumination (though only 11 pages out of 496 are
decorated). Dates of between 664-675 have been suggestei. There
is controversy over whether it was a product of Iona,
Lindisfarne, or Ireland. It was kept in the monastery of Durrow
until the Reformation, and passed to Trinity Cecllege in the 1l7th
century

Lindisfarne. Gospels !

Dated to c698, this gospel book remained with the Lindisfarne
community when they moved to Durham, and it passed to the British
Museum in the mid 18th century. An inscription attributes the
text to EBadfrith, Bishop of Lindisfarne.

St Gall Gospels. r

Pating rrom tne 2nd half of the 8th century, this book is almost
ce:tain;y Iirish in e¢rigin, and was probably carried out to the
St.Gall community by visiting Irish monks. Although.the
workmanship is less accomplished than that of the Llndisfarng
Gospels, the designs and their composition foreshadow those in
the Book of Kells.

Book of Kells ;
Probably the most famous of the Celtic manuscripts, there is no
conclusive evidence regarding its provenance. One widely held
theory is that work was commenced at the monastery of Iona,
carried with the community when they fled to Kells in 804 AD, and
ceompleted there., This would date it to the late 8th or_early 9th
century. It was kept in the parish church of Kells until the
Reformation, and passed to Trinity College in 1661.

Book of Dimma. ; :
This DOOK 1s unusual in that it known by the name of its scribe,
rather than its place of origin. Records show that Dimma was a
contemporary of St.Cronan, during the late 8th century, at the
monastery of Roscrea, Co.Tipperary.

Stowe Missal ‘ .
This 1s tne oldest surviving missal of the Celtic church, and is
important because it shows the rituals that were then observed.
It dates from c800 AD, and comes possibly f;om the monastery of
Tallaght. In 1050 a silver case was commi5519ned by Donnchadh,
son of Brian Boru. The manuscript and case dzsappeared! and was
rediscovered in 1735 in the walls of Lackeen'castle, Tipperary.
Both book and shrine are now in the Royal Irish Academy.

Boock c¢f Armagh (Liber Ardmachanus) [807 A.D.}
TR1s can Claim to he the most important historical manuscript
prior to the 12th century. Written in Latin, it comprises 3 main
parts: documents relating to St.Patrick, a complete New
Testament, and the Life of St.Martin by Sulpicius Severus. For
centuries it was erroneously believed that the book was written
by St.patrick (hence the Irish title “Candin Patraicc”). It is
now known to have been written much later, by the scribe
Ferdomnach; however the material relating to St.Patrick is of
very great importance for the study of the early church.

Annals of Inisfallen

These are the oldest major collection of annals to survive, and
are a key source for the history of Munster up to 1326. Entries
up to 1092 are in the hand of a sinlgle scribe, and so it is
probable that this is when the work commenced, though additions
were made to it during the next 234 vears.

Lebor Na hUidre (The Book of the Dun Cow) [c1106 A.D.]
This manuscript is associated with the monastery of Clonmacnoise,
and it was suppcsedly bound with the hide of a cow belonging to
St.Ciardn, founder of that monastery. It is the oldest surviving
manuscript written entirely in Irish, and is also the first of
the “composite” books - anthologies of tales and sagas. It
contains the earliest known version of the T&in BS Cuailrngeo.

The Book of Leinster (Lebar Na Nﬁ%chongbgla) [1152-1339]
This contains one of the chief early collections cof saga’s and
genealogies. It is not finely decorated, and was probably
intended as a scholar’s source book to be used in the production
of fine manuscripts for rich patrons.

Seanchas MaT [1316-1350]
This collection of legal tracts contains the -most important
surviving manuscripts of the Brehon Laws. These date back to the
pre-Christian period, and were put into verse form to aid the
work of memorising them. The laws were eventually written down by
monastic scribes.

The Yellow Book. of Lecan f1318-1592].
This 15 a compilation of at least 16 texts, which were only
brought together in the seventeenth century. It comprises
history, mythology, topographical and religious works. Much of it
is associated with County Sligo,

The Annals of Ulster {1489 A.D.]
These are regarded as the most trustworthy of all the early Irish

annals. The principle scribe, Ruaidhri d Luinin was careful to
preserve exactly the wording of the original texts, whether in

Irish or Latin, when copying; this makes the work invaluable to
linguist and historian alike.

The Annals of the Four Masters i 2 [1632-1636]
The principal scholar of this work was Micheal 6'Cleirigh, a
trained historian from a learned family. Together with 3 other
Franciscan Brothers, he set about compiling the history of
Ireland from the time of Cesair (who supposedly arrived in
Ireland before The Flood) to 1616 A.D. This was partly to
counteract the vehemently anti-Irish "Histories™ which the Tudors

= ra nrintdina anAd Airenlabina ak Fhie Fime

9¢,



O 0+ 0 00 5 00 0O O
(o]
(e)
&)
(o]

O O 0 O o0-0 0“0 0+0 O 0 OO0 O 8OO 00000 00

A

(o]
O
<
@Gmo-0 00 O 0o O O O

This year's programme tries to link certain
key strands of Irish History, Anglo-Irish
relations and the experience of the Irish
abroad. It should be of interest to the
general public , as well as Irish people
and those of Irish descent.
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CELTIC ENCOUNTERS (1989) — ASPECTS OF THE IRISH EXPERIENCE

(Irish Cultural Activities - Informal Talks & Discussion Evenings)

ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME - 15 WEEKS

'6 SEPT. VIDEQ EVENING - NORTHERN IRELAND 1969 - 89J— an opportunity to

review 2 decades of history, from the viewpoints of both the Catholic
and Protestant communitiss.

bt o e iRty =8 o (2) DIVIDED LOYALTIES

Arthur MacCaig / France / 1978 / B&W / A voice not often heard is that of

93 mins /16 mm & video 4 % : . :

An important and controversial documentary the worklng ClaS§ Unionists. : This
which traces the history of the six counties programme interviews K Gusty Spence of
using TV footage and photagraphs intercut = ] B

with scengs of life in the North today. the UVF and John MacMichael of the

“An essential polemical corrective to every- UDA and gives an on the ground persp-
day media distortion.” : i

Ll Tayier Mrite Ut ective to events in the & Counties.

| 13 SEPT. THE IRISH IN LEICESTEﬁ]have been coming to the city for over 200

= years. This sessioen led by NESSAN DANAHER, the Workshop Co-ordinator
S AL Hwill use various types.of historical evidence to look at the

1[’[ ‘\I S i}l experiences of travellers, famine emigrants, and successive gener-

= .gQJJ’ ations to create a community with schools, churches and their own

K‘)t(l IQ'? organisations. It will finish with a video of the BBC production

o

'The Irish in Leicester' featuring traditional music, song, dance &
sports in todays community. !

U

20 SEPT. NORTHERN IRELAND — IS IT TIME TO 'GO?] A talk and discussion led by
CLARE SHORT, M.P.| (No reply received from Unionist M.P. invited).

LMOST TWENTY YEARS since British As each political intiativ-e from Westminster failed, another

8 troops were sent to Northern Ireland to ‘keep took its place, After the Stormont parliament was brought
the peace’, peace seems further away than ever.  down, there have been conventions, power sharing,
Deaths by sectarian assassination, deaths by assemblies and agreements. The prisons are full, but the

Army shoot-to-kill, deaths by explosion. An endless cycle of  problems remain.

pain and tragedy. ; . 12
Today, there is a vacuum in the political agenda where Ireland

should be. The ‘troubles’, have been described as one of the
greatest moral and political challenges facing the government
in this country. Yet as an issue, Ireland is surrounded by an
uneasy silence made worse by official censorship.

In 1969, ordinary people in the north of Ireland marched for
self respect, civil rights and justice. Today, religious
discrimination, legal injustice and official brutality are a stark
reminder that reform has not proyed possible.

123 SEPT. DRAMA GROUP VISIT & THEATRE NIGHT.| We are pleased to welcome the

(Satarday)  Gloucester Irish Theatre Company who will be putting on their new
production of BRIAN FRIEL'S celebrated play 'THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY'.
Set in Derry in 1970 and focusing on the struggle for civil rights,
Friel's classic is a moving and powerful study of the conflict between
the weak and the underprivileged and the power and authority of the state.
The production is going to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in August; the
Company earlier this year had a very .successful tour with Philip Rush's
'Famine'. Tickets are £2.00 for adults, £1.00 for OAP, UB40, students,
childrem: etc. Bring your friends - this open to non-course members.

127 SEPT.  W. B. YEATS: POETRY, POLITICS AND IRELAND.] Our guest speaker will
> ' 2 |EAMONN HUGHES|, executive member of the British Association for
irish Studies.

It is fifty years since the death of W.B.Yeats ESuyaisys
and in that period his reputation as one of the ESE son o’
: great poets of the twentieth century has become E
e assured. However, he also has a reputation as ‘g
a difficult poet. The purpose of this evening |p
is to provide an introduction to the man, and to S
the period in which he lived, in order to pro- LZ2#&ANX
vide some of the information necessaiy to an ' :
understanding of the poems.
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[ 4 OCT. FOLK PARKS (OPEN-AIR MUSEUES) & THE IMAGES THEY PROVIDE OF ULSTER ]

: | IN N. IRELAND AND IN THE U.S.A. This talk, by| STEPHEN MILLS jof
the American Studies Centre at Keele University, will use slides and
video to pose the question: are these history theme parks the
genuine article, or are they a version of Disneyland? This should
be a fa%cinating evening!

I 11 Oct. It has been remarked that there is no significant monument in

=3 Ireland to the 1% miliion victims of the famine/starvation of

the 1840's. Our tribute is in the form of a talk by [CHRISTINE KINEALY
of the Ulster Histeorical Focyndation in Belfast, entitled [THE FAMINE:
GREAT HUNGER OR STARVATION? | She will examine the role of the
government and will incorporate in her talk much new evidence from
archive sources. [t will correct aspects of the story as explained

by Cecil Woodham-Smith and later revisionist historians .

18 OCT. No meeting (half-term week in Leicester)

L?S OCT. BERNARD CANAVAN -~ a founder member of the Irish in Britain History
group, is back cnce again, this time to talk to us about:

| IRISH EMIGRANT AUTOBIOGRAPHIES: RECORDS OF WORKING LIVES 1870—197OJ
Of the hundreds of thousands of Irish who crossed the sea in the last

hundred years, only a dozen or so have left a first hand account of
their experience - and the majority of those were men. They
range from tramping labourers like Patrick Magill and Michael
MacGowan, hard men like Brendan Behan and Jim Phelan, and respectable
toilers like Paddy the Cope, Donal MacAmlaigh and John O'Donoghue and
include a disillusioned Orangeman in Bonnar Thompson, and a
digillusioned Republican in Connor Reardon. = In speaking for
themselves these individuals provide a corrective to many of the
accounts written by others - both Irish and British - of the Irish
emigrant s experience. i

SEAN HUTTON, of the British Association for Irish Studies, will
talk about:

TOMAS O CONCHUBHAIR (THOMAS O'CONNOR) - THE LIFE, POETRY AND POLITICS1
OF A LONDON TAILOR[- the rediscovery of a radical Gaelic poet who
lived.. & worked in the West End of Lordon in the first half of the
Nineteenth century and who was associated with the Irish Confed-
erates - allies of the Chartists.

VIDEQ EVENING ON EMIGRANTS AND EMIGRATION ]

We are pleased to be able to show 2 films by PHILIP DONNELLAN, one-—
time BBC producer, now freelance.

(1) THE IRISHMEN — AN IMPRESSION OF EXILE. Made in 1965 this looks

. at the men who extended the motorway network and built the Victoria

* underground line in London (50 minutes). Unbelievably, the BBC felt it
:ould not show this film!

(2) PASSAGE WEST — DREAM OF FREEDOM concerns a Belfast couple in
a mixed marriage situation who emigrate to Canada. ' Made in 1974,
(50 minutes)




[ 15 Nov.

DRAMA ON THE SCREEN |

+ 14 d
| Play_lgg‘x of the Wesggrg World. |C4
presents the Dru ieatre Com an{:ls
ighly acclaimed production of J. M,
Synge's black comedy set in Ireland at
the turn of the century, Christy Mahon
(Maeliosa Stafford) claims to have kil-
led his father, an act which turns him
‘into a hero. When his father is dis-
covered to be still alive, Christy:is
totally discredited and the local com-

munity seeks revenge. i

Loes
ex

| 22 nov.

STONE HEADS AND SACRED GROVES 1

IR

e

l RELIGION AND RITUAL AMONG THE PRE-CHRISTIAN CELTS IN BRITAIN & IRELAND

s Archaeological discoveries.
25 Classical Writings

The main sources for pre-Christian Celtic Religion are:

3% Irish and Welsh Vernacular literature.

All these sources are am'biguous and sometimes downright misleading
but taken together they enable us to build up a fascinating, if
tentative, picture of ritual practices among our Celtic ancestors.

We are pleased to welcome] SHELAGH LEWISI(a freelance Archaeology lecturer)

WOMEN IN IRISH HISTORY]

LIO McGUIGAN;‘}memb'er‘ of the workshop,

will'give an illustrated talk on the
LADIES LAND LEAGUE and the IRISH| -

SUFFRAGETTES.] This session (a follow
up to last June's Women's Week Prog.)

will offer options in the second half:

both a discussion session and an
opportunity to see the video of
MOTHER IRELAND.

Nother lrclumllcxplnrcs the development and use
of images and music which personily lreland as a
wonrmn in Irish Culture and nationalism. Under the
new censorship notice introduced by the British
Government the programme will not now be seen
on TV. This is the first programme 1o become
banned under the lepislation.

"PILLARS OF THE HO USE

— IRISH WOMEN POETS. I

the

In the words of Katherine Tynan, "I am the pillar of the house, the keystope of the
Art am Lisesissssas "; |CATHERINE BYRON, |2 member of the Workshop team

- will look at the way in which Irish women poets have emerged from

the '"back to the hearth' period of De Valera's mid-century Free State,
and yet are wrestling still with the image of the house and their
place within and without it in a way that is quite different from

British women poets.

| 13 Dec.

We shall look at works by Medbh Mc Guckian,
Eavan Boland, Anne Hartigan and others.

"THE CRACK'jis a peculiarly Irish concept involving music, song,

TAAA A ARy

dance, humour, hospitality and wit.
up this dimension.

(1) Over Here.

competition in Brent,

One million Irish-born - :

live in Britai London; az} mt??lew
today, Over HereuseS  radirional fiddle player
archive film to explain Ballinakill, Co

from
why $o many Insh-DOm  Galway who after 40
people live in Britain and yoare {'etains the
records examples of the giginctive style of her
Irish tradition at work parish; the performance
here. The film includes a of 5 'sey by Wexford

Ceili in Newcastle where Mymmers in a London
the musicians and dance hsll and a
dancers aze mostly _  recording session by
fourth generation Irish; 105 fine traditional

an Irish music class in  plavers Brian Rocney
Luton where English- and John Carty.

born children leamn the  ppirvers 2oy spuce

music of their parentS’  pRECTOR CARLO

country; a marathon FeiS xoroes mim 7 TS/
or stepdancing JArts Council of Grear Rotain

- [15 DRC. .

CHRISTMAS PARTY] in the College Lounge -

We have two films to open

(2) TRADITIONAL MUSIC OF THE WEST
Features Galway's best trad-
itional musicians, singers &
dancers.

Part 1; Galway City 1910-1980
contrasted, using early photo-
graphs and the original music
of DE DANANN

Part 2; Music on the Western
Ocean aboard a Galway hooker,
the traditional sailing craft
of the area.

(Tony MacMahon, RTE {(Cinegael

1979)

(licensed) 8.00pm - 12.00

“{FRIDAY) “Buffet and traditional entertainment: music, song and dance.
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'TRISH DIMENSIONS IN HISTORY IN THE NEW NATIONAL CURRICULUM'

re-print of article first

AS ALL OUR children, teachers and parents know, the education service in
Britain is trying to establish the new National C urriculum: 2 set programme,
with cenain basic comp\.lsory aspects, together with some elements of choice,
Last the cc ible for developing the new history syl-
jabus made its interim report and we here in the Irish Studics Workshop at Soar
Valicy Collcge responded thus:

“We wish o place on record thst we consider the interim report to be a most positive
document ... and we urge the committes o maintain their view in the face of pressure in
favour of 2 more lact-based and Anglo-centric perspective .. there sre worthwhile Inish-
retated components in the interim report and we hope that these will be supported, main-
tained and developed further.”

Happily, the newly reieased final report justifies our optimism and now is the time for
our community 1o get to grips with the great opportunities presented. Recent news reports

have let the public know that Margaret Thaicher and john McGregor, the Edication Min- -
ister, are trying to preserve an old-fashioned fact-based syllabus based not so much on.

British (never mind European and world aspects) bul on English hmory

The purpose of this articie is o give the. Fucts to the Inish communuy in Britain sbout
why this is relevant to us today and sy ily to future g ichildren and
students. At last the Irish in Britain have the upponunny te learn abou. and actively pro-
mote their own history and cultural heritage within mainstream education. How often
have we heard middic-aged and ctdeﬂy Irish parents bemoaning the fact that their off-
spring are cither ig aboul iheir background — and in some cases become ashamed
of it to the paint of denying their [rishness!

When you've read the infarmation below, you might tike to consider how you can, as 2
positive, concemed parent (or teacher!) ensure that your son’s or daughlev s school

Primary age puplls will be
involved at KS| (for 6 and 7-year-

published in 'The Irish Post' on 23 June 1890

from Iretand, as well as handy
shon gundu md worksheets from
and Public

olds) and at KS2 (8-11-y \ds).
The youngest group will consider
such questions as “who an 17" and
“where and when am 17" They will
also look at their family history in
the context of the last fifty years.
Local history, ceremonics and
anniversaries could be studies. All
of these penmit some simple exam-
ination of the backgrounds of the
children and their parents. Visusl
history, such as listening to grand-
parents, i3 encouraged as part of
this leamning process.

Reoovd Office in Dublin. Some of
this work could perhaps be incor-
porated into K83, which follows.

is there znything for secoudary-
age puplis? The answer to this has

10 be a resounding yes ~— there isa’

great deal of posilive potential for
an Irish dimension here. There are
two approaches at KS3: There are
four compulsory care units 10 start
with. Three of the four topics offer
possibilities; one of the three is
pamcul:rly pregoant. Stongbow

ere arc further in Ireland are
1o develop the lrish d at d in the Medieval Realms,
KS2 (for 8-11-year-olds). Without 1066-1500 unit; popular protest in’
detailing the four main HSUs, Ireland Insh xmmxgnhon
insh-related topics mentioned are: occur as fopics in the unijt entitled
Ceitic Christisnity; Celtic mi tade and indusiry:

aries in England, SL Patrick and St.
Columba; Celtic Christian cultwre,
place names and languages; stories
from lhc kamgs in Ireland (and

responds positively ta the opportunitics prcscnlcd There are some sugg to follow.
In our view, this is the best opportunily we've ever had as & community 10 pisce our-
selves firmly on the formal cducational agenda in this country. Let's ensure thal we make
the most of it by supporting this final report in as many posilive ways as |

and

Caxhohc& c )600 Irish urban set- .

tiement in Victorian Britain: Irish

We're going 1o Jook at what is on offer in terms of topics; to whal age groups and how
it can be resourced

There 1s so much change in cducation at the moment that even the teachers are in dan-
ger ol hecoming confused. so 1o help parents with the new jargoa, the information below
1s worth looking at before you read further, it tells how the school year groups are now
described for purposes of introducing the new National Curriculum.

to Britain and emigra-
tion from ireland; life in Britain ¢
1930-80 — this mentions ethnic
patiems and could include the Irish
expenicnce I pre-war work, for
examplc. (There are various inter-
esting autobrographies by Insh
dealing with the 1950s

Key stage (abbrevisted to KS)
means main sections of syllabus

New description — year
is slibrevisted to Y

Age of msjority of pupils
3t end of school year

onwards, such as Donall Mac
Amhlaigh’s: there 15 also the recent
Virago Press book on women
migrants, Across the Water).

in Soar Valicy Coliege, all of
years  (}i-year-olds)
aiready do an eighi-week moduie
on The Celnc Way of Life, which
covers the ongins and setiiement

compulsory education

Whilst we're on the heavy stufl, we might as well deal with a few other common

abhreviatons which we'll use in this aricle: HSU = a history study unit (SDHSU = a
schoot desipred HSUY: NC = Nationat Curniculum: PESC = Poliuical, Economic, techio-
logicai and scientific; Social and religious: Culiural and aesithenc. (Each programme of
study in the key stages 2-4 has these same four dimensious } AT = Ananed tarpets {or
pupt! learning objectives).
What is avallable to our youngsters? The casiest way Lo look at this is by stanting with
ihe youngest age group and working towards the oldest students, but, before looking at
the actual details, let's look at the intentions of the final report on Mistory from the partic-
ulat viewpoint of the Irish in Britasin, The document clearly acknowledges that, among
other groups, the Celtic migration added further languages 1o the amalgam we call
Britan, ) also clearly acknowledges migration within Britain and ethnic and religious
grouping in Britain, 1l goes on to remark that the NC will provide a clcar opportunity 1o
move in the direction of recognising that British experience is not simply that of the
Foglish, and thal “esseatial elements of Welsh, Scottish and Irish history have therefore
bheen included in the programmcs of study™,

The report adds firmly: “The bedrock Bmish component of the NC history coursc is
therefore 10 be guaraniecd as follows: (i} by includmg adequate and clear reference to
some of the major episodes, ligures and trends in English, Welsh. Scotlish and Irish his-
tory, (it) by illusuating major elements of Bonish history, where approprisie, by exam-
ples drawn Trom English, Welsh, Scottish and Irish history; and (iti): by doing jusiice io
the rich diversity of the political, economic, social and cultural history of the Batish isies,
offering comparahive examples from the whole of the Briish Isics where these serve to
enhance historical understanding. such as a response 10 the challenge of the Rcfor-rn.mnn
or the diffenng pace and expenence of industnalisation™,

(For the purposes of this anicle, the writer is delibermely avoiding getting into a debate
about what constitules “Briain™ and the “Bnlish isles”, Some peaple fussed when the
British Association for Irish Studies called wself by that name: such & debate can casily
become sienic; the imporant thing is the dreakthrough as far as what children can jeam
1¢ concerned, )

It would uppear from analysing the history report that there is the potential for develop-
g an irish dimension at every key stage -— should one wish lo. The opportunities are
especially numcrons in terms of KS3 (for 12-14-year-olds) and zlso Ko (15-16-year-
olds), Fernaps it would be sensibie to jook st what might be done first at prunary ievel
and then in secondary education,

KS1 Y1and Y2 Age 6 and 7

KS2 ¥3. Y4, Y5 and Y6 Age 8,9, 10 and i1 our first
KS3 %7, V6 and Y9 Age 12,13 and 14

K84 Y10 2nd Y11 Age 15 3nd 16

Past 16— this is no longer Y 12 and V13 Age 17 and 18

pati of the Celts, their political
argapisaion. home hife, work,
icisure and beliels. We use a fext-
book, titled as above, first pub-
lished by O'Brien Press in Dublin
in 1976 (and sull in print). Thisis a
well researched and  atiractively
produced book, and. very reason-
ably priced if bought in class sets.
Qur  second vyears do 2
history/archacology module, com-
panng Viking York (Yorvic) with
Viking Dublin. At first, we had
very litie material to go on, so we
wrole 1o Professor F. X. Martin at
University Coliege, Dublin, who
kindly sent us & huge pack of his
own matecnals on (he cxcavalions
camed out al Wood Quay in
Dublin. We compare the differing
attiiudes 1o heritage questions held
by the respective local councils in
Dublin and York at the time the
sitcs were being uncovered. There
‘is plenty of maierial on Viking
York available, and O'Bnen Press
also produce a useful book callcd

Britain 1750 to 1990.

By far the greatest potential in -

care units, however, lies in the care
unit called The Making of the
Untted Kingdom, ¢ 1500-1750.
This covers: the Anglo-Irish rela-
tionship throughout the period; the
distribution of wealth from land in
Ireiand; religious tensions through-
out the region in the period; the
Ulster Piantation, the 1641 Rising,
Cromwell and the massacres of
Drogheda and Wexford; the 1688-
90 penod

(it shouid bc noled that the
report  differentiates  between
“essential” information and “exem-
plary” information. The latier is
only for the guidance of teachers
and may or may nol be used in the
teaching: the point surely is that
teachers can use it if they see fit.
For this reason we have noi scpa-
rated the 10pics ott into “esscati!”
and “exemplary” sections)

Teachers at this stage can also
choose four optional topics from &
hist of forty. One of these is entitied
HSU number 19 — Cuiture and
Sociely in Ireland up to the early
20th Century. There 15 obviously &
rremendous amount here 1o work at
and one would probabiy have 1o be
selective. The novel aspect we feel
is the fact that Gaelic culture is on
the agenda as “essenual informa-
tion™. At Jast the great modern sub-
cultures of the Insh 1in Bnitain can
come oul of the educational closet.
“insh national culture in Gaciic
and English™ and “Gaelic traditions
in music, sport and dance as part ol
Irish nationalism™ give the green
light 1o msking a lot more feisean-
ne, ficadhanna cheoil and ceilithe
for our young pecple

To see these cultural manifesis-
tions being publicly flagged up s
part of (ne cumculum gives a
sharper edge 1o the ethnic, social
and psychological identity of the

Viking S and Medi
Dublin

We are unusual at Soar Valiey in
ihat we offer archacology as a sub-
ject at GCSE level: what is rele-
vant to this discussion 1s the fact
that colleagues incorporaie 2 study
of cermin lInsh  archacological
monuments, notably Newgrange
and the passage graves of the River
Boyne, and sxcavabion 2i Knowth
and Dowth. There are useful slides
and film stnps which we oblained

d-gzneration Irish in Britain.
lndocd this 15 the nime surdy for
| and local b of
Combalias, the GAA, Conradh na
Gaeilge and similar cultural bodies
to write 1o the authors of the repart
1o express agreement and satisfac-
tion with thesc new dimnensions vn
offer. Ju is rr:sumab!y wise to let
the authoritics know thai the com-
munity has read the report and s
reacting in 8 sUpportive maruier,
especially bearing in mind what

was said carlier zbout Anglo-cen-

from lrish sources. Agun, :xtca-

tric attitudes 10 history hing in
cerisin powerful quarters.
With regard to Ihe last two years

of compuisory education for our:

children (KS4 for ls.wyumxds)
there is & discernible Irish dimen-
sion in HSU number 32 Britain in
the 20th Century, one of the two -

compulsory core units for the age’

group. Aspects covered include:
irish nltlvnllx:m 1906-14; Home

NESSAN DANAHER is co-
ordinator of the Irish Studies

Workshop at Soar Valiey
College, Leicester; a member
of the executive of the British
Association for Irish Studies;
and an henorsry fellow of the
Irish Stugdies Institute, Uni-
versity of Liverpool.

Rule and Ulster; economic depres-
sion and its effects in Northern ire-
land, 1925-39: immigration
1960-69 (ireland is not mentioned
here, but could be); civil nghts in
Ulster and twoop deployment 1960-
69, the permissive society, aboruon
laws reform and the “pill”.

There is some vaiuable scope
here as far os post-1900 concerns

gO.

1L should also be bome in mind
that, as well s history, there is,
presumably, some scope for Irish
writing in terms of the “English™
Nationzi Cuwriculum  propossis
(novels, plays, poetry). Further-
more, the NC lays much stress on
what is lermed PSE, which denotes

persons! and social education. This -

15 not so much the subject, but
rather rn awareness within the gen-
eral curmriculum, and it concems
itscll with such issues 8 racism,

on informed and commit-
individusls and institutions, but
2 lot has been happening a2 all lev-
els: primary, secondary, higher and
sdult/community. Various: instiru-
tions have been sctive and continue
. to be 50 (Soer Vislley College's
Irish Studics Workshop, the. Irish
Studies Centre at North London
» Polytechnic, the Irish Studies-Insti-
tute &t the University of Liverpool
and Strawberry Hill). There is now
s range of local, weli
pressure poupx who alw provide

sive bibli

are free catalogues fmm the lnsh
publishers wbo arc constsntly
updmng their dumbunon facilides

Under LMsS (locnl fxnxncul
of

ignored unless * scapegoat was
needed, for example when the IRA
was in the pews. In genenal, how-
ever, it wonld be fair to say that the
headieacher who commented, ‘My
parents were Insh, but 1 don't set
rnucb store by it', spoke for the
aftitude.

colleges can pool ideas and share
cxpensive resources. We can't zll
take our children on school wips to
Ireland, so use the local muscum's
section on Celtic Britain and the
iron Age; use your county PRO o
nd ial on frish iri

Irish Cultursl Association), ¢ |

What can testhers do? From the
teachers” viewpoint, there hes been
“a rapid (if unco-ordinated)krowth
in INSET (in-service truning).

. Since 1984 there have becnmumer-

ous courses in-places ‘sach as
Brent, Haningey, Islingtor,, Kens-
ington, Leicester, Coventry, Birm-
ingham, Wolverhampion, Oxford,
Liverpool, Hastings, Bmdfond,
Leeds and Manchester, ’

Most of these are ongoing: ‘some
produce regular and informative
reponts, (For exampie, we have had
to reprint &l our reports since we
first staried in 1984; they are avail-
abie free of charge, we request
only postage.) As pant of our in-
training sessions we will issue full
lists of nasnes and addresses of the
organisations lisied above:- and
offer customer-led INSET courses
10 schools, colieges and LEAs. We
can offer consultancy sessions, for
advice and for reviewing our Irish
Studies Resources Centre which
has over 6,000 items in fiction znd
non-fiction for all ages, sudio visu-
als, posters and 50 on. We regular-
ly service requests for md and
advice.

Crucial to developmenis nluon-
ally is BAIS — the British Associ-
ation for Insh Swdies (currently
based in London, on 071-43%
3043) which ergumcs !he JEP

fi

in Britein. We know teachers need
reaedily available material; some is
already there, and specific projects
relsted 10 the proposals outhned

Tewe :ncoumcred almost no evi-
dence of the use of Irish litcrature,
music or drama in the cwriculum
of either primary or secondary
schools. Although the ‘Irish ques-
tion' had been discussed in social
studies jessons in some schools,
this was geacrally in the context of
violence in Northem ireland. Sur-
prisingly, we found that Inish histo-

above are already being
sioned by pubhshm here. News of
these will no doubt follow.

There is g thriving Cnhollc

Axchives Society and The History
of the Irish in Britain — A Bibliog-
raphy is crucial. BAIS has pub-
lished detailed lists of teaching and
academic personnel with relevant
expertise.  Currently, moves are
afool not only to maintain icacher
inset in this arca but to expand it
and co-ordinate it regionally. Keep
an eye on The Irish Post for details
~ afier all, The Irish Post has been
the main, indeed the only, support-
ive channel that reaches the pants
other journals cannot reach!
Whst cen pzrents do? These
days, schools are betng made more
accounisble to their clients — both
students and parents. You can sen-
sibly pressunse your governing
body — write for dewmils of the
school’s curriculum, ask searching
questions on parents’ evenings and
open evemings; ask what your mul-
ticultura) service is doing for an
Insh dimension. If you have the
resources, offer to sponsor the rele-
vant section of the curmiculum,

Although the foregoing is not
simed  specifically at  Catholic
schools, many if not most of the
chudrcn of lIrish descent are sull

(Joint Edi ) for
cxpanding Insh Sludn:s at .u levels
T

d tn this milicu. It is gener-
ally nccc-pwd that the cconomic
of the Insh

ry was rarely taught. We
d some rel 0
deal with Irish issues because of
the political conwoversy
surrounding Northern freland ...
‘ “In our opinion an argument can
be put forward to show that Insh
culture provides n valuable source
which should have a place along-
side others in any attempt 16 broad-
en the educahonal expenence.”

As the saying has it, “you can
take the horse to waicr, but you
can't make it drink"”. The rough it
there, and there’s plenty of water
~— do everything in your power (0
encournge the horse! In fact, st our
annual national conference  in
February 1989, Bishop McGuin-
ness (diocese of Notungham and
East Midlands) was present and
was mosi supportive — as indeed
was the local Roman Catholic
Commuission for Justice and Peace.
Earlier this year the bishop's pho-
togsaph was m our local paper. he
was playing the fiddle whilst same
youngsters were dancing in thewr
costumes. This 15 good public rela-
nons and should give others the
confidence to build further

This serves as s remninder that
the history document pomts 1o the
relationship between history and
the rest of the school curmcutum.
We have alrcady mentioned PSE
and multicultural educanon. There
are other possibitities. Celtic fron
Age craft hip, of all sons,

jowntly with the L
BAIS will answer enquinies on al}
upecu of this developmertt and it
has three sub-commitices of equal
significance, which deal with high-
er uduca_l}on.‘ furghcr, adult and

to the - building of 1oday's
tholic infrastructure of schools,
colieges and churches was essen-
tial and central 1o that process. It
would be casy 10 assume that an

7

ducation (junior and dary). i

The reslly big sponsorship
money has, W date, gone igto the
universitics — and this 15 bie
(e.g- Liverpool produced the new
A and ASS levels in Inish Studies).
However, it remaing true thet most
children in this country still do not
continue afler sixicen — and per-

haps some enlightened . sonsors

moral and J stan-
dards, citizenship, civil rights and
50 on. Again, the suggestion 15 that
it could provide scope for develop-
ing Irish dimensions as part of 2
genersd debate within PSE.
tHow are we goiog te get things
mwoviag? If the sk seems dauni-
ing, remember that the i980s has
been 2 decade of repié develop-
ment in irish dimensions in British
zducation. Admittaaly it i3 disjoint-
¢d in the sense thai developiments

may ider moving sway: from
putting ali their fundings vlo ter-
tiary (or higher) educzbion — and
start to direct meaningful amounts
to the compulsory sector, where all
of the youngsiers in the edscation
sysiem will benefit from ».3ample
of the irish dimension, ‘

Are there published resources to
call on? The answer is most defi-
nitely yes, There is & wide range of
material, covering all topics; sume
of it ebviousiy has s be looked for

Irish d is already caicred
for in Catholic educstion; this
assumption would be unsafe. A
reading of the Catholic Medie
Office's 1984 report on Leaming
from Diversity — A Challenge for
Catholic Education, contexruaiised
the Inish against the general mubt.
cultural/anti-racist debate and con-
cluded, whilst speaking of Roman
Catholic educstional institutions;
“Only two of the fifty primary
and secondary schools we wisited
had lcss than ten per cont of pupils
of Irish origin while the wvast
majority had between twenty and
mr, pet eent of children from Irish
. We mct one teacher
wha was m:mpnng 1o Faise aWaiT-
neas of Ineh sssucs by objecting 1o

“Irigh jokes made by pupils and

stafl. At another swchool, & sixth
form gl passionsiely defended her
Irishness, which she s2id was

could be looked &t in lerms of
design and technology. The report
noics that music and dance arc
“insufficiently exploited as an his-
lorical source”, and goes on 1o
mention the social funcrions of
dances such as jigs and reels
Women in Irish history could be
reiated to a crogs-curricular initia-
tive on gender eguality {equal
opponunmes) With an imagina-
tive app , there are
opportunitics for development

So we would srgue that this s
the best opportunity the Insh com-
munify 0 Boiwin has ever had 1o
feature formally on the educational
agenda, Whatcver your own social,
rehgious or pohucnl backgvound
whcther  you're  pro  or anti
revisionist higtory, why not seize
the oppontunity and get stuck
in? Make s stunt by wriling to
express your epproval of the Hisio-
1y Final Report 10 the History or
H&mmmcx Advisery (Inspeciars )
in your LEA, 0 teacher and multi-
cultura! centres, and to individual
schools,




1990 - 7th Annual National Conference - ATTENDANCE LIST

ACHESON, Alex; Irish Studies student, Scar Valley College

BARRON, Tony; Irish Studies student, Soar Valley College

BOND, Paddy; Four Provinces Bookshop, London

BOND, Steve; Loxley College, Sheffield

BOOTH, Stuart; Wolverhampton Irish Cultural Association

BRADY, Dr. Ciaran; Lecturer in Modern History, Trinity College, Dublin
BRESLIN, Tony; Watford, London

BRETT, Francis; Waltham Forest Multi-Cultural Development Service, Walthamstow
BRODERICK, Maureen, Irish Language Teacher, Soar Valley College

BROWNE, Stephen; Hidden Ireland Productions Ltd. (Audio-Visuals), Meath.
BYRON, Catherine; Irish Studies Teacher, Soar Valley College B
CASSIN, Walter; Student, Manchester Irish Education Group

CHARLESON, Robert; Farnworth, Bolton, Lancs.

CLEMENTS, Angela; Student, Didsbury, Manchester

CLEMENTS, Rose; MIEG & Irish Community Care, Manchester

COMMONS, Rose; Gaelic League, Manchester

CONCANNOR, Kieron; Warwick

CRO GHAN, P.C; Burton - u -Nebswood, Staffs

DANAHER, Maureen; junior school, teacher, Leics. LEA |
DANAHER, Nessan; Co-ord, Irish Studies Workshop & BAIS National Executive
DARBEY, Sarah; Moss 5ide, Manchester

NiDHUBHLAIN, Filimine; Handsworth Wood; Birmingham

DIAMOND, Peter; Irish Society, Huddersfield Polytechnic S.U.

DINEEN, Chris; Irish Society, Huddersfield Polytechnic S.U.

DOWSE, Mzire; Peterborough

DOWSE, Patrina; Bretton Woods Community College, Peterborough

DUFFY, Pat; Co-ordinator, Wolverhampton Irish Cultural Association
FALAHEE, Eddie; Brooklyn College, Great Barr, Birmingham

FARRELL, Brendan; photo-journalist, 'The Irish Post' community media
FINN, Vin; Irish Studies Group, Merseyside

FLANAGAN, Ann; Irish Studies student, Bournville College, Birmingham
FLYNN, Joe; Co-ord, Manchester Irish Education Group

FLYNN, Martin; Irish dimensions, Birmingham Public Libraries

FREER, Anne; Leicester College of Adult Education; ESL Teacher

GARVEN, Maggie; Head of History, Soar Valley College, Leicester

GOODBY, John; Lecturer, School of English, Leeds University; BAIS
HURFORD. Gerald; Beds. Multi-Cultural Staff Dev. Proj; Barnfield College, Luton
HUTTON, Sean; Executive Director BAIS, London

JOYNT, Geoffrey; Irish Studies student, Soar Valley College

KERSHAW, Monica; Irish Studies student, Soar Valley College

KINEALY, Christine Dr; Administrator, Ulster Historical Foundation, Belfast
LILLIS, Theresa; Sheffield

LINEHAN, Deirdre; Northampton

LINT, Kevin; Irish Language Student, Leicester

McGUIGAN, Jo; Sec. Irish Studies Workshop, Soar Valley College

McLAUGHLIN, Frank, Fr; P.P. Mother of God Church, Leicester

McMANUS, Veronica, Sr; Sacred Heart Convent, Nottingham

McVEIGH, Karen; Slough, Berks.

MAGUIRE, Marie; Worker, Irish in Greenwich Project, South London

MILLS, Ion; Oldcastle Books, Herts; Irish publishers agent

MILLS, Stephen; University of Keele Lect; Gov. of Hednesford School, Staffs
MORGAN, Seamus; student, Manchester Irish Education Group

MORTON, Alan; Edge Hill H.E. College, Ormskirk, Lancs.

MUNRO, Maine; Chislehurst, Kent

MUNRO, Roderick; Chislehurst, Kent

O'BROLCHAIN, Cacimhghin; Sunderland, Tyne & Wear

O'CONCHUBHAIR, Seamus; Rotherham, South Yorks

O'CONCHUIR, Padraig; East Ham, London

O'NEILL, Jane; Long Rcad 6th Form College, Cambridge

PERKINS, Tony; Irish Society, Huddersfield Polytechnic $.U.

PILKINGTON, Lionel, Dr: English Dept., Sheffield City Polytechnic

PURDIE, Bob, Dr; Ruskin College, Oxford; BAIS Nat. Exectv.

QUIERY, Greg; Co-ord; Irish Studies in Merseyside/Open College Federation
RELF, James; Irish Language student, Leicester

SCRAGG, Teresa; Birmingham Public Libraries

SKERRETT, Peter; Irish in Britain Rep. Group, Coventry

STAGG, Ellen; Wigston FE College, Leicester

SWIFT, Roger; AIB Lecturer, Irish Studies Inst; Univ. of Liverpool

SYLT, Eric; Community Vice-Principal, Soar Valley College

TA AFFE, Fr. J.A. OMI; Irish Welfare & Info. Centre, Plunkett House,Birminghar
THOMPSON, Kate; Irish Language Teacher, Coventry, BAIS Nat. Exectv.
TRAYNOR, Sean; Childrens' Author, London

TWOHIG, Marie (nee O'Reilly), Irish in Greenwich Project, S. London
WALSH, Delia; Bethnal Green, London

WALLWORK, Janet; MIEG; John Rylands Library, Man. University
WARRENER, Mary; Irish Studies Student, Soar Valley college
WATKINS, Derek; Community Tutor, Soar Valley College

WATSON, Seosamh; Irish Language Lecturer, Univ. College, Dublin
WOOD, Margaret; Palmers Green, London

WOODHURST; Ad. Ed. Dept., Newark Tech. College, Notts.

ce

LATE ENROLMENTS

HOGG, Mary, Chislehurst, Kent

McCAULEY, Jim; Strawberry Hill, St. Marys College, Dept. of Sociology
CASSIDY, Mary; Inter-Cult. Support Service, Kugby LEA

McNAMARA, Siobhan; student, Bristol Polytechnic

LONG, Thomas; Bishopston,.Bristol

DUNLEAVY, Johin; Oxford

FLOOD, Aidan; Swiss Cottage Library, Borough of Camden

WALTER, Dr. Bronwen; Anglia H.E. College, Cambridge

0'HARA, Jim; Irish Stds/Strawberry Hill; BAIS Nat. Executive
HOLT, Clare; GCSE History Student, Soar Valley College

MISTRY, Manisha: " 5 W 3 Lil y

TANNA, Krita : ) L l 4 4 i

DOWNEY, Tony; History Dept., St. Philips 6th Form College, Birmingham
DUDDY, Rose; Leicester Branch, Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eirean
UINEILL, Siobhan; BAIS, Irish Lang. Adult Education Teacher
RODGER, Davia; Ealing, London

MOORE, Maurice: Irish in Britain Rep. Group, Coventry

HICKMAN, Mary; Dir. lrish Btudies Centre, N. London Polytechnic
HUGHES, Eamonn; BAIS Nat, Exec; Ed. of BAIS 'Newsletter'
MASEBO, Liz; Irish Studies Student at N. London Poly.

MASEBO, Phil; Irish Studies enthusiast, London

DIRRANE, Ronan; Sec. Irish Social Centre, Nottingham

Mac An MHAOIR, Seamus; Conradh na Gaeilge, Birmingham

CONWAY, Seamus; ) ;o &Y L]

LYNCH, Denise; " t 4l it

SAVAGE, Stephen; Chair, The Irish Club, Eaton Square, London
COLEMAN, Michael; PRO, Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eirean, Leicester
COLEMAN, Seamus; Principal Officer, Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eirean, Britain
COOK, Mr. P; Leicester, Comhaltas Ceoltoio Eireen

O'SHEA , Maire; Coventry Irish in Britain Rep. Group

O'KEEFE, Nora; Northampton FE College

DUFFY, Mr. Michael CAWEN, Bob, Mr.
REILLY, C. Ms. WALL, Mr. Richard
WOLSTENHOLME, A.T. FINNEGAN, Mrs.
BIRTILL, Tony; Liverpool SMITH, Mr. P
SHILLETTO, Yvonne, Ms. HOSWELL, Mr.

MAWER, Ms. Claire OBLI, Ms. Ranjit Kaur
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Culture and society in Ireland up to early C20th
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Purpose

Historically the people of Ireland have shared many common experiences with other peoples of the
British Isles, but there has also been much in Irish history that has been very distinctive. A long

sweep of Irish history has, therefore, been chosen with the primary purpose of bringing out
distinctive elements in Irish culture and socicty.

Links

This HSU ruus parallel to, and so has links with, all the British HSUs in this key stage.

Focus

The focus should be on social and cultural themes: Irish culture from the Celtic ‘Golden Age’

onwatds, together with the particular contributions of the various communities who settled in
Ireland later. The political aspects of this HSU should be treated as a framework within which Irish
culture and society can be studied.

This HSU contributes in the following wways to the development of historical understanding and skills, to he assessed
through the attainment tasgets:

Teachers can help pupils to acquire some undcrstanding of change and continuity over long periods of time including the
survival of the Irish language, and the rapid secial and cconomic changes of particular periods of Irish lristory such as in
the C19th, a time when ‘change’ and ‘progresswere by no means identical (AT1). This HSU supplics excellent material
[for demonstrating the different inteypretations of particular events by different writers, for example, of the Celtic ‘Golden
Age'; the battle of the Boyne; and the Ivish famine (AT2). Teachers can enconrage pupils to use art, architectuure and
archacology as well as literature as sources of historical evidence (AT3). When organising and expressing the results of
historical study of the peried, teachers can encorerage pupils to employ the correct tise of sonie of the concepts listed below
and of histovical and technical terms such as ‘Gaclic', ‘plantation’, ‘Pale’, etc and to be precise in the distinctive use of
particular terms such as Northern Ireland and Ulster (AT4).

Concepfs Culture; ‘Golden Age’; Ascendancy; Migration; Famine; Nationalisin Agrarian; Emancipation.

Political

Economic, technological
and scienfific

1

Social and religious

Cultural and aesthetic

Essential information

Essential information

Essential information

Essential information

I The peaples of Ireland: the Celts,
Vikings. Englisty, Scots.

2 Political institutions, govermment
and sovercigny.

3 Unrestand protest.

Exemplary iformation

I Celtic Treland. 1 ikings and batile of
Clontarf, 1014, Novenans, 116810 1172
Elizahethan conguest, 1565 1o 1603
Cromnreli, 1649 10 1650, Willian: 11, 1638,
1w 1690,

2 The ligh Kings - 'Brian Booe',

Linglish ciown and visle. Trish Paliament.
inios of 1801,

3 Rasing of 1641 Wolfe Tone, 1798.
Agraziane protest, Devnell and Heme Rule.
Lastes, 1216, Pavtition, 1922, amon de
Talgra

I Land ovnership, use and settlement
hefore the Eoglish.

2 Results of English setidement onuse
and ownership of land. Phantations.

3 Towns, trade and industry

4 Demogreaphy; hunger: lrish links
with USA and Britain,

5 Emergence of bud-owning
peasantry:

POOOODSPTBOOBENDT AN

Lixemplary information
I Londs and peasants under the Hish
kings

2 Novmaw manesial systenr. The Pale.
Flizabethans and bl confiscation. Scots
inn Ullster.

Vo Uikings and trade. Woollew Joth
indunstey and the 1699 Act Crawth of
Caorke, Dubling, Belfast. Tdustry in Ullster.

4 C19h pressure on land; pepalation.
Potate fanine 1845/6; conigration.

5 1and Pavchase Ads

1 Celtic Christianity.

2 Viking towns. ‘Old’ Nornwan setters;
‘New!' Phatation English ~ the Anglo-
Trish. Scots in Ulster.

3 Religious divisions.

POeOPEGECOOSOOO 9SS ES

Excmplary information
1 St Datvick. Wisl monasticism. St
Cohenba to lota, 563.

2 Dublin, Cork. Anglo-Trish socicty.
Medieval monasticisi and churehes.

T the Refoonation. Roman Catholics and
the Penal Laws. Preshyterian Ulster.
O Cannell and Cathelic cuiancipation.

1 Celtic ‘Golden Age’:

2 Culture of the Anglo-Irish Ci8ti to
C20th.

3 Gacelic culture.

4 Irish national culture in Gaelic and
English.

POCCOGOEOOOSB O

Excwnplary information

1 Sadpnure, erosses, ithaminated
manuscripts: Book of Kells. Jeswellery;
mictaliwork.

2 Architecture = Dublin. Art and literatire
— Swift, Burke, Shaw, Wilde,

J CI17th Gaclic poctry. Irish songs. Gaclic
traditions in music, sport and dance as parl
of Irish nationalism.

4 I B Yeats. Jawes Joyee, | M Synge.
Gaelic Leaguc.
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