IRISH STUDIES
I N - BR' TA ' ISSN 0260-8154

SPRING 1983 -~ No.4 S50p

STUDYING NORTHERN IRELAND IN WEST LONDON
BUILDING UP A HISTORY OF THE IRISH IN BRITAIN
WHO ATTENDS IRISH LANGUAGE CLASSES — and why?

ARCHAEOLOGY — A BRIEF LOOK AT IRISH ORIGINS
IRISH STUDIES IN LANCASHIRE

+ news, developments, books, etc., etc.



———

————

FlﬁlE-lN HANI

T/ e omm o sseu oS30 BItajp

THE ==

("“J i’ :

ol ~ R

a registered trade mark.



Irish Studies in Britain/3

IRISH STUDIES
IN BRITAIN

No. 4 SPRING 1983 ISSN 0260-8154

CONTENTS
Editorial 3 3
News 5
Irish Studies at the Grassroots 9
(Northern) Irish Studies in West London 11
Irish Studies in Lancashire 13
A Brief Look at Irish Origins 14
Profile of Students Attending Irish Language Evening
Classes in London 1981 /82 15
Teaching Materials 17
Books 19

‘Irish Studies in Britain’ promotes and publicises the
development of all aspects of Irish Studies in this
country. It is published regularly (usually twice a year
— Spring and Autumn). Price 50p UK (including
postage); 65p Republic of Ireland.

Subscription (2 issues) £1.00 UK; £1.30 Republic of
Ireland; $3 USA (surface mail).

(Orders of 5 and over: 10% discount; orders of 10
and over; 25% discount)

All cheques etc. to be made payable to Addison
Press. ; :

Designed and published by
Addison Press,
83 Frithville Gardens,
London W12.
in association with
Irish Cultural Activities, London (ICAL).
Printed by Noel Murphy,
7 Lower Crescent, Belfast 7,
N. Ireland. ,
Edited by Ivan Gibbons.
Production Editor Hilda McCafferty.
© Addison Press 1983.

Contributors alone are responsible for the accuracy of
their factual information and opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of “Irish Studies in Britain”.

While there is no objection to the reproduction of any of
the material in this publication [within reason and with
acknowledgement] copyright [in the case of signed
articles] remains with the author.

We g)'ateﬁilly acknowledge the assistance of the Cultural
Relations Committee of the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Dublin, in the production of this publication.

Distribution by Full-Time Distribution, Albion
|Yard, Building K, 17a Balfe Street, London N1

9ED. Tel: 01-837-1460.

EDITORIAL

What is the position of the Irish in Britain following
the growing strain in political relations between this

~country and Ireland over the past year?

A vyear ago this magazine was optimistically
looking forward to all the beneficial cultural
developments that would no doubt result from the
much-vaunted Anglo-Irish joint studies which were

~ then beginning to get off the ground (and which were

initiated, it must be remembered, on the Irish side by
Charles Haughey). In an attempt to break down the
barriers of ignorance we believed that educational and
cultural contacts between the two countries would
flourish; that a desire to know more about each
other’s history, culture and general way of life would
follow and that this would be the beginning of the end
of that lamentable state of affairs whereby Ireland and
Britain relate to each other as if they were on opposite
sides of the globe instead of being each other’s nearest
neighbour.

Of course we reckoned without the change of
government in Dublin in February 1982, a change
which in itself may not have necessarily led to a
freezing of relations between the two countries but
which became inevitable when the post-Falklands
‘ourselves alone’ Thatcher policy encountered the
equally stubborn Sinn Feinism of a reborn Republican
Fianna Fail government in Dublin. In itself we are not
concerned with the fact that Charles Haughey refused
to support Margaret Thatcher in the Falklands or the
growing jingoism in British society; what we are
concerned with is how these developments are
adversely affecting the political and social position of
the long-established Irish community in this country,
particularly from the point of view of this magazine, in
the educational and cultural sphere.

The Irish in Britain have been over the past year
hostages to fortune in the conflict between the rising
nationalism of both Ireland and this country. On one
hand they have been threatened with the removal of a
basic civil right — the right to vote — purely on the
basis of their ethnic origin. The significance of this
threat is not that it would disenfranchise Irish voters
(which for a variety of reasons is highly unlikely) but
that it indicates that anti-Irish prejudice in this
country which many thought dead, was in fact merely
dormant and that it now seems to be open season on
the Irish again. On the other hand, when Irish people
in this country have uneasily expressed a note of
caution against the same sense of growing national-
ism in Ireland itself, whether it be urging the Irish
government to be less anti-British in its posturings or
protesting against bomb outrages in this country, they
have been castigated and pilloried as being timid,
reticent Irishmen who should be directing their
energies towards the iniquities of British imperialism.
Such strictures are unfortunately not only forthcoming
from Irish people living in the relative safety of the
south of Ireland, where they could not be expected to
be aware of the pressures and tribulations of being
Irish living in Britain, but also it must be said from
Irish people living in this country who surely must be
aware, through experiencing it themselves, of what it
is like to be Irish in Britain.



As the rising tide of nationalism in both countrigs
(whether it be the Provisional or Fianna Fail version in
Ireland or the jingoistic Tory version in Britain) forces
the two near neighbours further and further apart, the
Irish in Britain find themselves a minority, in the
psychological sense at least, under siege, rarely
raising their heads above the parapet to comment on
political issues affecting relationships between the two
countries.

This at a time when the Irish in Britain are: (1) at
their smallest, numerically speaking, at any time
since the Famine. Initial returns from the 1981 Census
indicate that the numbers of Irish born people living in
this country will have dropped between one third and
one half from the 1971 figure and could well be down
to less than 600,000. ;

(2) The characteristics of the Irish community in
Britain are changing radically. Those Irish born
people remaining are largely in the older age groups
and naturally have a romantic view of an Ireland in
the 40s and 50s — an Ireland which in Ireland itself is

. dead and gone; where half the population, in extreme
contrast to the Irish in Britain, is under 25. However it
is also estimated that there are up to 1 million
younger people born of Irish parents living in this
country.

So it will be seen that the Irish community in
Britain is going through an almighty and cathartic
metamorphosis. What shape it will emerge in or
whether in fact it will emerge at all remains to be seen.
Certainly however it could have done without the
current level of political controversy at this particular
moment.

One organisation with a positive view of the Irish
community’s ability to survive and thrive is the GLC’s
Ethnic Minorities Unit which in pursuance of the
current GLC administration’s policy of promoting and
nurturing minority political, economic, cultural and
educational opportunities, has managed to bring
together a steering committe drawn from London’s
Irish community (no mean feat in itself!) to plan the
GLC Irish Conference to be held at the Irish Centre,
Camden Town on Sunday February 27. The steering
committee has decided that all organisations
represented in the ‘Irish in Britain Directory’ should be
invited to send a delegate as should those
organisations which came into existence since the
Directory was published. Discussion will centre
around four major topics — welfare provision
(especially the plight of the single elderly Irish male
living in London).

— education (the setting up of in-service training for
teachers; expansion of resources and materials to
teach Irish Studies, etc.)

— politics (voting rights; the repeal of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act; Irish unity)

— the E.E.C. (application to the Social Fund to
promote the above).
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One of the practical results of the conference ang
aftermath could be the setting up of a Greater Londy,
Irish cultural centre (similar to the proposed centre in
Brent).

What is obvious however is that the GLC have f,,
various reasons acceded to requests that the Irish i,
London be recognised ethnic minority group. They
have, quite rightly, put the onus on Irish community
groups to organise themselves in the same way
other London ethnic minorities have done. They do
not however see themselves as providing ap
inexhaustible pot of gold for Irish groups and any Irish
organisation that perceives this as being their role, is
likely to be severely disappointed.

The Irish in London then are on trial; to show that
they can organise themselves. Let us hope that amidst
the gloom the conference will be a ray of light
indicating that the Irish can make their demands
known in a structured and unified way and,
all-important, make common cause with other ethnic
minorities. Already however there are reports that
some Irish groups have withdrawn from the
conference because they do not wish to be seen as an
ethnic minority and that other ethnic minorities are
unhappy to see the late conversion of the Irish
because it means less resources available for them.

Of course the question has to be asked would the
Irish be threatened now by the PTA and by the
withdrawal of voting rights if they had made common
cause with other ethnic minorities and thus now
enjoyed the protection, interest and support of the
CRE.

These are testing times for the Irish in this country;
let us hope that the editorial in the next issue will have
a more optimistic air to it.

BACKISSUES

Issue 1 is now sold out. There are some copies of Issue
2 remaining. This issue featured. articles on the
historical background of anti-Irish prejudice in
Britain; Michael Davitt in Lancashire and an interim
report on the Irish Studies project in Coventry.

Also, some copies of Issue 3 remain, with articles
on attracting the second generation; Irish Studies in
SE London; the IBRG Policy Document and The Irish
in Britain — A Question of Identity.

Send £1 (sterling) to the publishers for copies of
both issues.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
10p a word (15p bold/italic) Payment with order by

stated copy dates. é

“Michael Davitt and Haslingden” The Land League
founder’s early life in Lancashire. By John
Dunleavy. Price 50p post free, from Haslingden
L.ocal History Society, Public Library, Haslingden
Rossendale. Lancashire. '

CONTRIBUTIONS ¢

Articles, letters, etc, gratefully received. All published
(subject to space).
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The Book of Irish Books

Tom Kennedy of Albertine Kennedy Publishing,
Dublin, has produced a comprehensive and exhaust-
ive bibliography of books in print published in Ireland.
A cheque for £4.80 sent to Albertine Kennedy at
Leixlip, Co. Kildare, will get you a copy.

Tom also runs the book supply service, Irish
Publications. Through it, anyone from any part of the
world can order any Irish book from any Irish
publisher and get it for the Irish price plus post. The
scheme works through Greene’s Bookshop, 16 Clare
Street, Dublin 2.

New London Courses : |

A 5 week course on Modern Irish Literature takes
place at Addison Centre, Addison Gardens, London
W14 on Tuesdays (7-9 p.m.), starting February 22.
The tutor is Noel O’Connell of the Irish Literary
Society and the fee is £3 for Inner London residents
(slightly more if you live outside).

Hackney Institute is currently running an Irish
Whistle Playing class at Centerprise Bookshop,
Kingsland High Street, London ES8, also on Tuesday
evenings from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.

Information on the wide variety of Irish Studies
classes taking place in London throughout the year is
available in ‘Irish Studies in London’, price 50p
including postage from Addison Press, 83 Frithville
Gardens, London W12.

Green Ink’s Second Publication

Green Ink Writers — Irish writers living in London
— have produced their second anthology of short
stories. Entitled ‘Roads to Nowhere and other stories’,
it is available for £1 (+20p postage) from 84a
Marlborough Road, London N22. The first Green Ink
anthology, published early last year, was very well
received (‘None of the writers are less than talented.
Some are very talented indeed’ said the Sunday
Tribune). The group meets the second and fourth
Thursday of each month (8p.m.) at the Irish Centre,
52 Camden Square, London NW1. For further
information on publications and meetings, contact
Patrick Reynolds on 01-881-0754.

The Latest from the ‘Crane Bag’

The ‘Crane Bag’ is one of Ireland’s foremost cultural
publications. It is published twice a year and each
issue deals with a specific theme such as ‘Arts and
Politics’, ‘Nationalism’, “The Northern Issue’, ‘Minor-
ities in Ireland’, ‘Images of the Irish Woman’,
‘Anglo-Irish Literature’ and ‘Irish Language and
Culture’.

The themes of the latest issues are ‘James Joyce
and The Arts in Ireland’ and ‘Ireland and Latin
America’. These and previous issues are available
from the editors, Holmsdale, Greystones, Co.
Wicklow, Ireland. Price £5 sterling for a year’s
subscription.

... and ‘The Beau’

An annual publication of literature and art, this
well-produced magazine is available for £1.50 from
the editor, Maurice Scully, The Cottage, Ballina-
straw, Monamolin, Gorey, Co. Wexford, Ireland.

Irish in Britain History Group Film

The Irish in Britain History Group are one of the
numerous community organisations that Channel 4
have commissioned to produce a film. The Group,
which specialises in cataloguing the historical
contribution of Irish people to British Society, will
produce a 1% hour long film outlining English

. attitudes towards the Irish as evidenced through the

humour, from the stage Irish caricature of the 18th

" and 19th centuries, to the anti-Irish joke of the 1970s
. and 80s.

Meanwhile, the Group continues to meet on the
first Thursday of each month (8p.m.) at the Irish -

Centre, 52 Camden Square, NWI1. For further

information telephone 555-7584 or 435-9233.

Brent Irish Cultural Centre

Notwithstanding possible developments in Greater
London as a whole (see leading article) there is a
strong likelihood that Irish people (and others) living
in the Brent area of North West London will have an
advantage over their compatriots living in this country
in that their area will have the only local authority
Irish arts, education and cultural centre in the whole
of Britain.

The driving force behind this move is yet again the
Brent Irish Advisory Service, once more providing a
beacon light for other Irish organisations to follow.
(Most, unfortunately, don’t.)

BIAS held the successful Labour Group on Brent
Council to honour their manifesto commitment to
establish such a centre. They contacted 30 Irish
groups in the area, and of these 10 set up a steering
committee which approached Brent councillors with
a view to taking possession of an empty council-owned
property on a peppercorn rent, to be used by various
Irish organisations in the borough. Groups repre-
sented on the steering committee includ BIAS itself,
Brent Irish Society, Irish Cultural Activities, London
IBRG, Green Ink and the Irish National Council.

It is proposed that the centre should be located in
the Willesden area of Brent, that it be non-party in
politics and religion; a company limited by guarantee
and a registered educational charity. It will offer a
range of activities, classes and resources to the people
of Brent in general and to the Irish community in
particular. Ideally it will cover the entire spectrum of
the arts and culture of Ireland including language,
literature, dance, music, history, crafts, drama, art
and games.

Brent Council has already unanimously agreed to
provide £200,000 for the Centre and is approaching
the two local Irish banks to provide a member of staff
to be seconded to the centre for two years in order to
guide it financially through its formative period.

‘Fortnight’ Goes Monthly

‘Fortnight’, the independent current affairs and arts
review for Northern Ireland which has appeared
regularly and irregularly for the past 12 years, will
now in future appear monthly. Therefore, for a
relatively small outlay, interested observers outside
Northern Ireland can follow developments in the
province, covered from all points of view by the
magazine which won the 1982 Ewart-Biggs Memorial
Prize for promoting Anglo-Irish understanding. For
further details contact ‘Irish Studies in Britain’.



The Irish in Britain — an Ethnic Minority?

The seemingly ambivalent position of the Irish cqrpmun

ity in this country relative to other ethnic minont.les has
often given rise to confusion and doubt surrounding the
exact relationship of the Irish community to both the
native host community and other ethnic groups. We
asked both the Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)
and the National Association for Multi-Racial Education
(NAME) to state their respective positions on this issue.

We also reproduce the EEC Directive on the

education of migrant workers’ children first published in
the April 1979 issue of the ‘Irish Studies’ newsletter.

®

The statements are as follows:

“The National Association for Multiracial Education
aims

To play an active role in making the changes required
in the education system which will further the devel-
opment of a just multiracial society.

The association believes that the education system

can play a positive role in the development of a just
multiracial society and seeks to effect changes which
will idclude:

1 Recognising the valuable economic and cultural
contribution of members of ethnic groups to life in
Britain;

2 Alerting teachers to thehature of racialism including
its unwitting perpetuation in schools and colleges;

3 Working against racial prejudice in the classroom;

Identifying and eradicating ethnic bias in the

curriculum by studying aspects of the history, religion
and culture of other ethnic groups;

5 Recognising the crucial role language plays at all
levels in education;

6 Taking account of the importance of the child or
young person’s mother tongue and dialect;

7 Ensuring that all children and young people
understand the social environment in which they live so
that they can see the possibility of constructive change;
8 Establishing an effective partnership between teach!

ers and parents in the education of children and young
people;

Increasing the awareness of the multiracial society

among all those involved in the educational process,
particularly administrators, educational psychologists,
advisors, welfare officers, careers officers.

The Association views the Irish community in

Britain in exactlty the same way as it views other ethnic
groups—as having a culture and identity deserving of
recognition and appreciation within the education
system and in society at large.

Children, young people and adults of Irish and

non-Irish descent in schools and colleges clearly have
the right, as participants in the multiracial society, to
learn about the history and culture of Ireland and Irish
people. The Association recognises that such teaching
should be done from an Irish, not Anglo-centric,
viewpoint.

The Association is firmly opposed to the negative

stereotyping of Irish people, and shares the concern of
/) many teachers and parents that Irish students are not -
achieving their potential in the education system, due to

* prejudice and discrimination.

The Association recognises the need for an

understanding of the racism experienced by Irish people
in society, and for strategies to combat this in schools
and colleges.”

e T | ﬂﬂh]n

w “The CRE finds it difficult to produce a forma] Stafemgy

because we have never entertained any doubts whatey
that the Irish community in the United Kingdop, : aer
‘ethnic group’ with exactly the same right and exactlythn

-same protection from discrimination as applies ts
persons of the English, Scottish, Welsh, Aﬁ'O'Caribbean
Greek, Turkish, Indo/Pakistani etc. ethnic group, Wé
have always regarded this matter as being so self-evidey;
that it was never thought that a formal statemep Was
necessary. Furthermore when it comes to assistip
individuals who have suffered discrimination, the sole‘
point to be considered is whether they have suffer
discrimination on racial grounds not their ethnic origin
It would be contrary to the whole intent of legislationilf
victims of discrimination were to be discriminateq
against on the ground of their own origin.

I appreciate that the Irish community may p
perceive themselves as being an ethnic minority group; |
presume that many of them would consider to be 3
rotund lawyer’s term for blacks but nevertheless, the
great efforts that are made both to preserve and expand
the Gaelic tongue and the Gaelic culture in many areas
of England, Scotland and Wales clearly indicates that
in law they must be considered as an ethnic group. It is of
course appreciated that the main thrust of the
Commission’s activity is addressed to redressing the
wrongs currently experienced by the non-white populat-
ion; but our experience here suggests that the non-white
population suffers very much more widespread and more
acute discrimination than do the white skinned ethnic
minorities—with the possible exception of gypsies. You |
may therefore take it that any Commission statement on
almost any subject of general import is as applicable to
the Irish communitv as it is to anv other ethnic arou.”

THE KILBURN BOOKSHOP

8 Kilburn Bridge
Kilburn High Road, London, N.W.6
Telephone: 01-328 7071
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A new general bookshop with
in-depth coverage of Irish
Studies . . . Irish Politics,

History, Language, Literature,
Folklore

We also do Mail Order: Send SAE for our Irish Studies Listings.
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PLEASE KEEP FOR REFERENCE

DISCOVER & ENJOY...
’
IRELAND’S LIVING ARTS AND CULTURE
AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS
ANOIS IS ARIS - the current RTE radio/TV refresher course Book & Cassette £5.50
BUNTUS.CAINTE - first steps in spoken Irish for children Book & 2 Cassettes £6.50
LEARNING IRISH - the complete course for adult beginners Book & 3 Cassettes £10.00
BUNTUS RINCE - Irish dance instructions and music Book & 3 Cassettes £13.00
MUSIC FOR THE FEIS - reels, jigs, hornpipes, set dances Cassette only £4.50
FOLK MUSIC AND DANCES OF IRELAND Book & Cassette £8.00
TUTOR FOR THE FEADOG STAIN (TIN WHISTLE) Book & Cassette £7.25
BALLADS FROM THE PUBS OF IRELAND Book & Cassette £7.50
TRADITIONAL SONGS AND SINGERS - 22 traditional songs Book & Cassette £8.00
CEOLTA GAEL - music and words to 92 songs in Irish Book & Cassette £6.50
AN BEALACH RUNDA - songs in Irish for children Book & LP Record £6.75
SIAMSA - the National Folk Theatre of Ireland Book & Cassette £6.50
JAMES CONNOLLY 1868-1916 Book, Cassette, Emblem £8.00
THE IRISH UPRISING 1916-1922 Book & 2 LP Records £10.00
BOOKS, MAPS & POSTERS

THE BOOK OF IRISH BOOKS £5.00 IRELAND — A HISTORY (Kee/BBC TV) £6.75
FACTS ABOUT IRELAND £4.50 COURSE OF IRISH HISTORY (Moody & Martin/RTE) £5.50
IRELAND GUIDE £6.00 LEARN TO PLAY THE FIDDLE £1.50

A BOOK OF IRELAND £2.00 TRADITIONAL IRISH RECIPES £5.50
ENGLISH-IRISH-ENGLISH DICTIONARY £2.50 THE IRISH IN BRITAIN (O'Connor) £0.75
BUNTUS FOCLORA IRISH PICTURE—DICTIONARY £4.50 IRISH IN BRITAIN DIRECTORY £1.00
IRISH CHRISTIAN NAMES ; £2.50 MAP OF IRELAND £.00
SURNAMES OF IRELAND £3.50 PROCLAMATION OF IRISH REPUBLIC 1916 £1.50

The above prices include postage and packing. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Trade enquiries welcome.

44 Esmond Road, London NW6 7THE, England

Telephone: 01-624 1191. Telex: 8813271 Gecoms G.

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES DIRECTIVE ON THE @

EDUCATION OF MIGRANT WORKERS’ CHILDREN
“On 28 June 1977 the Council of Ministers adopted a
Directive (77/486/EC) on the education of migrant
workers’ children. The purpose fo the Directive, which is
the first to be passed on education, is to offer the children
of workers who are nationals of another Member State
free instruction for the purpose of facilitating their initial
reception into the host country. Such instruction will
include in particular the teaching, adapted to the specific
needs of the children, of the language of the host
country. The Directive also makes provision for the
initial and further training of the teachers who are to
provide this tuition.

It also provides that Member States shall take :

appropriate measures, in cooperation with countries of
origin, to promote the teaching of the mother tongue and
the culture of the country of origin.

By improving facilities for migrant workers’
children, the Commission hopes to facilitate the
movement of workers and their families within the
Community.

The original draft Directive (No. 3 [documentation],
1976) has been substantially changed in response to the
views of the United Kingdom and the Federal Republic of
Germany, among others. The revised version recognizes
the effect that differences in national circumstances and
legal systems of Member States will have on the
methods they will use to carry out their obligations.
Account has been taken, for example, of the fact that the
United Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany
have decentralized systems of education, that the

obligation to promote the teaching of the mother tongue
and culture presupposes cooperation between the
country of origin and the host country, and that no right
to tuition in the mother tongue and culture is conferred
on individuals.

In an associated declaration the Council confirmed
its political resolve to implement the action programme
for migrant workers and members of their families and
that on education, both of which were laid down in
Council Resolutions of 9 February 1976. This would be
with particular regard to those measures interrded to
offer nationals of other Member States of the Community
and of non-member countries who are not covered by the
Directive better facilities for their education and training. -

Vocational Training 1978 No. 1, Bulletin of the
European Centre for Development of Vocational Train-
ing.

The section of the Directive which refers to the
teaching of the culture of the country of origin is very
definitely applicable to the children of migrants from the
Republic of Ireland to Britain. In 1971 there were
510,000 such children resident in Britain and although
the numbers are falling they will stay in excess of
300,000 until the early 1990s.”

Contact: Madeleine Blakeley, General Secreta
e S

Contact: CRE, Elliot House, 10-12 Allington Street,
London SW1.



London Trend—on Ireland ) )
A new course — believed to be the first of its !(lnd
staged in Great Britain — has been staged in a
number of adult education centres in the Lon'don
area. The course — ‘Northern Ireland — a Djwded
Society’ — was first staged in January ’82 in the
Hammersmith and North Kensington Adult Edu.cat-
jon Institute at Shepherds Bush (see feature article)
and a shorter course has been held in Ashford,
Middlesex (read on for further details of future
courses.

The course is designed to give an in-depth look at
the issues behind the headlines. We will trace the
historical and political development of the province
and endeavour to answer questions like: How did
partition evolve in 1920? How did the present
Troubels start in 1968? What are the distinctive
characteristics and aspirations of the two commun-
ities? What political ‘solution’ stands most chance of
being accepted by most Northern Irish citizens? As
P've intimated, we will closely observe the attitudes,
fears and suspicions of both Protestant and Catholic
communities, read their community newspapers and
magazines, listen to their music, and try to determine
what makes them ‘tick’. The ‘external’ factor is, of
course, highly significant in any understanding of the
Ulster problem, and the British military and political
presence and Irish aspirations will be closely
examined.

However, the course is not restricted to a historical
and political analysis. Press reporting of the NI crisis
(at local, national and international levels) was a
popular element of this year’s course, and again
students will be encouraged to bring along relevant
newspapers and magazines. Ulster’s literature —
particularly its verse — was another popular element
of this year’s course, which will be repeated, and we
will also observe the development of the province’s
institutions and how these have affected the lives of its
people. Demographic, social class, economic,
religious, educational, segregated leisure factors will
all be closely examined and we shall end by discussing
possible solutions to the conflict.

The course will be fully illustrated with nearly 40
posters on course ‘themes’, a wide selection of papers,
magazines and books, records, slides, maps, etc.
Discussion of the issues involved will be an important
part of the course.

Obviously anyone interested in the complex
problem of NI will be attracted to the course.
However, most benefit will be derived from those
students prepared to question their own viewpoints
and listen to opinions emanating from the ‘other side’.
The majority of students on previous courses have

come from either the Irish community (Irish born or i

first generation), or from Ulster itself, but ‘outsiders’
have been particularly welcome in the past, as they
tend to bring a greater degree of ‘breadth’ and:
‘tolerance’ to the discussion session. '

Further courses — including one at Heston in|
Middlesex and another at Kingston in Surrey — are;
also expected to run next year, and any education
centre/group interested in staging a shorter course:
(five talks or less), or in holding a weekend|
‘seminar-type’ session, should contact Alan Parkin-
son, course organiser, on 01-399-8770.

xxxxyx
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Irish in S.E. England course

This new short course starts on Tuesday Mareh
at Ruckholt Adult Education Centre, Oliver Rc l
London E10. Telephone Maria Slowey op 539 70;61'
(day) or 539 8610 (evening). b

ROBERTS* BOOKS

Three important facsimile reprints. Each with a pey
introduction and bibliography. Hand-bound — [imjteg
to 1,000 copies each.

‘The History and Antiquities of the Diocese of Ossory
by Rev. William Carrigan. 4 Vols in a slip case. R. 4t
1,936 pages. Over 300 illust. and a fold-out map.
Price: IR£85. (Diocese of Ossory covers a 60-mile
area around Kilkenny.)

‘History of the Queen’s County’ by Rev. John Canon
O’Hanlon. 2 vols in a slip case. 8vo. Over 800 pages,
165 photographs. 3 coloured maps. Price IR£50.
(Queen’s County covers Laois area.)

‘The History of the Ely O’Carroll Territory’ by Rev.
John Gleeson. 2 vols in a slip case. 8vo. 704 pages, 14
full page plate photographs and drawings. 10 smaller
in-text photographs. Price IR£50. (Ely O’Carroll
Territory covers Tipperary & Offaly.)

10% Discount to libraries & institutions.

Available from:
ROBERTS’ BOOKS,
St. KIERAN STREET,
KILKENNY, IRELAND.

BOOKS
Ireland

News and reviews of Irish-interest publishing all
over the world.

Books Ireland is relied on by subscribers in

30 countries as the only magazine devoted to
books from and about Ireland. Now in its seventh
year, it is authoritative, readable (they say
addictive) and regular.

Ten issues a year by post for £7 sterling to

BOOKS IRELAND,
GOSLINGSTOWN,
KILKENNY,
IRELAND.
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IRISH STUDIES AT THE GRASS-ROOTS
Gordon Bryan

For me, issue number 3 of Irish Studies in Britain was
an introduction to an excellent periodical. Moreover,
it was a clear statement of the problems facing Irish
studies in Great Britain.

First, anti-Irish racism is remarkably widespread in
Britain and tolerated to a degree that surprises most
first-time visitors to the U.K. The television and
popular press continue to exploit the ignorant “Paddy”
stereotype and even the “respectable” High Street
shops openly sell anti-Irish buttons and novelties.

Second, as Jim McGrath states in “Attitudes of the
Second Generation”, there is a critical gap between
British-born young and their Irish-born parents or
grandparents. McGrath asks: “Is it possible to
maintain a cultural identity and be fully socially
integrated?”

Finally, Joan Inglis and Tom Arkell stress the need
for more and better programmes teaching Irish
history in the schools and neighbourhoods.

But if the problems are clearly stated, so are the
solutions. As a North American of Irish descent and
now a practising librarian in England, I would like to
suggest one further dimension. I believe there is a vast
potential for Irish studies at the grass-roots,
independent of all courses and formal programmes.
This approach makes use of materials that already
exist in local archives and libraries.

(1) LIBRARIES AND ETHNIC AWARENESS
In the 1960s, North American libraries were forced to
respond to charges that they were too conservative
and too unaware of the needs of the minorities that
they were supposed to serve. As a result, there came
“community” libraries that combined the functions of
job centres, citizens’ advice bureaux, and cultural
centres that attempted to promote ethnic pride in
black, hispanic and Quebecois minorities. Libraries
did this by sponsoring folk and craft festivals, and by
encouraging local and oral history. Nor were these
changes limited to North America. Many libraries in
Britain, particularly in economically depressed areas
in Scotland, have been offering radical programmes
and services. These changes could be important for
. the Irish community in Britain. Libraries might now
respond by encouraging minorities in promoting
ethnic studies and in making the broader community
, aware of their grievances and contributions.
I envisage a very simple but effective programme
' for a network of library-based projects on the Irish in
. Great Britain, for many libraries have enormous local
history collections that are begging to be used.
Teachers, librarians, amateur historians, students
- and other interested persons could all contribute. The
| goal: to blunt racism, to bridge the generation gap,
- and to fill the gaps in the history of the Irish in Britain.

' (2) WHAT CAN BE DONE

Identify: In each community, a survey should be taken
-identifying all sources of Irish materials: books,
! pamphlets, town minutes, library collections and files,
. photo and music archives, club minutes, etc.

Describe: These materials should be described and
listed. The result should be a fairly detailed
bibliography.

Generate new materials: If a local history doesn’t exist
for the Irish in your community, write one. Make
copies available and try to publish it in the local paper

_or in the local historical society bulletin. Become

resident expert on the Irish in your area and
encourage other ethnic groups in their projects. Make
the local Irish aware of their contributions. Fairness
and objectivity will invite sympathy from others, and

- their help as well. Always give credit and thanks to

those who assist you in your searching, and make
copies available to the local library.

(3) ORAL HISTORY

Most of this work will involve printed sources.
However, the true strength of lish culture has been
oral — the story, the song, the speech. Oral history is
a very rich vein. Many of the men and women who
tunnelled London clay, built the motorways, and
crippled themselves on the hydro dams of Scotland
made important contributions to Britain to equal
anything the canal builders and navvies did in the

_previous century, yet many of these same people are

dying, forgotten and ignored. Their stories are dying
with them. Experience has shown that the most
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successful relationship in oral history is that between
the young and the old. Suspicions soon mel.t away,
and a new respect is gained. Perhaps oral history is
the one effective way to bridge the generation gap in
the Irish community. I can offer two examples, one
American and one Scottish, of oral history
programmes that did bridge the generation gap. :

First, Elliot Wiggington took a teaching job in a
Georgia High School in 1966. He was a total failure
as an English teacher in the school there until he and
the students came up with a novel plan. They would
go out and record the lore of the Appalachians around
them, thus learning their heritage and passing it on to
future generations. The result: the Foxfire series, now
classics, and important contributions to American
folklore and history. These mountain pupils were
tough, indifferent, and undisciplined, yet they not only
learned history, they made it. They gained a new pride
and helped destroy the stereotypes surrounding the
people of the Southern Appalachians.

Second, Ian Orton, Chief Librarian of Dumbarton
District Libraries, reported a successful programme
whereby unemployed teenagers interviewed senior
citizens for a local history project. Appropriately,
Orton called his article on this project “Bridging the
Gap” (Assistant Librarian, March, 1982, p. 34).

‘Oral history, then, might be one way to help the
young Irish in Britain understand their elders and
themselves as well.

Gathering and working locally could result in a
giant “pool of material that could be housed centrally.
Ideally, there would be a central library for Irish
studies in Britain to promote Irish studies, encourage
and finance local and oral history, and prevent local
workers from feeling isolated or discouraged. I stress
my ignorance here, and may not be aware of libraries
or agencies already doing this or prepared to do it in
the future.

This grass-roots dimension does not depend on
funding, training, or government approval. The
materials already exist. Irish studies can begin in the
smallest village, the benefit of all.

Of course, I have also suggested other problems in
proposing a solution: funding, time, and resources. I
only hope that I have added another idea or two to
discussions on the problems facing Irish studies in
Britain, for I have learned much from others having
far more knowledge and ability in this area than I
have.

USEFUL SOURCES

Local History and the Library. Carter, G.A. Grafton,
1973.

Local History: How to Gather it, Write it, Publish it.
Greenwood Press, 1979.

Local History and Writing. Enfield Press, 1974.

Oral History Program Manual. Moss, W. Praeger,
1974.

Oral History: Voice of the Past. Thompson, Paul.
OPUS, 1978.

Oral History: From Tape to Type. Dauvis, Kathryn.
ALA, 1977.

The Foxfire Book. Anchor Books, 1972, introduction,
pp. 9-14. ;

Handley, James. The Irish in Scotland 1798-1845.
Cork U. 1945.

The Irish in Modern Scotland. Cork U. Press, 1947.

[Gordon Bryan is Deputy Librarian at Chester College
of Further Education.]
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Introducing

Kays Irish Music
Cenfre ....ococen..

A shop which specialises in Irish Folk Music, Folk
Music in general, Country and Western. We stock
an interesting selection of sheet music, books,
instruments, records, cassettes and Irish
Jewellery, all of which can be supplied through
our international mail order service.

_Call in to our shop, if you can. If not, send to
161 Arlington Road, London NW1, or phone
01-485-4880 for our Mail Order Catalogue.

FORTNIGHT
for 12 years the only
independent review for
Northern Ireland

 Winner of the 1982
Ewart-Biggs Memorial
Prize

* ‘Magazine of the year
—BBC Radio Ulster

* Current Affairs

* Day-by day Diary of
Events

* Books and the Arts
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YER MAN ABOUT THE BUSH
— (Northern) Irish Studies in West London
Alan Parkinson

Shepherds Bush and Belfast, on the surface at least,
have little in common. Underground stations,
multi-storey carparks, kebab restaurants and Rastas
rollerskating on defective village precinct escalators,
are not part and parcel of the downtown Belfast scene.
Yet the ‘Bush’ fails to provide the anticipated initial
excitement; you do not after all meet your favourite TV
personality on the underground escalator (anyway, it’s
cheaper by cab) but find yourself intervening in a
heated dispute between a Jamaican fare-collector and
a passenger irate about the recent London Transport
fares increase. Yet life appears to be good in the
‘Bush’. Porsches — presumably owned by the
ever-growing army of perennially-young BBC execut-
ives — abound in the side-streets (De Lorean missed
out the potentiality of the West London market): the

off-licence spin-off of Patel’s newsagency is doing brisk

business in the early evening; and ‘Gay News’
continues to sell well (or so the man told me...) Long
avenues of halls-adjoining Edwardian houses, which
have seen better days and are gradually being
converted into flats, lead you to the Hammersmith
and North Kensington Adult Education Institute,
situated on the top floor of a primary school building.

It may be your first night, but already the
bureaucracy know of your existence. Christmas raffle
tickets and an invite to a seasonal wine and cheese jut
out of your personal mail-box and, although useless

. — ifs now mid-January — they make you feel at
home. Also in your box are a variety of political
pamphlets, Tourist Board literature, an invited to a
Clann na hEireann seminar on the Ulster working
class, Peace movement literature, and offers of help
from individuals back home, including one from an
out-of-work Lisburn poet. It’s nice to be in the big
time.

The coffee bar is quiet. A loner is pestering the cafe
attendant for a date and disturbs your concentration
(vou’re preparing your discussion points on the border
issue. ‘Was partition a recognition of reality, a
realistic compromise, or is it fair to say that it has
accentuated political divisions?’) The loner, seemingly
unaffected by her refusal, leaves for his guitar group
lesson — ‘for beginners, mate, I've only mastered a
few chords’ — and the more sophisticated members of
the Tuesday night bridge group start to arrive. ‘Bet
you none of them ask her for a date... A circuit trainer
spills buckets of sweat over your specially-commiss-
ioned photographic exhibition of contemporary Ulster
life, though you have to admit you’re glad of his —
albeit momentary — interest. Early arrivals tend to be
more interested in a small pottery display or in the
Latin American routines of the ballroom dancers in
the gym.

Time for some action. The Omagh-born reception-
' ist hands you your course folder and you discover that
‘the anticipated enrolment of 20-25 has not
materialised. All those column inches in the ‘Irish
Post’, ‘Time Out, let alone the ‘Belfast Telegraph’,
have not borne the expected fruit, but your group of 17

is a lively, imaginative and interested one, and nearly
all of them manage to last the — 12 week — distance.
The students bring with them their own reasons for
attending the course: a desire to improve their
background knowledge of a ‘situation’ which they felt
they had to know something about; ‘exiles’ eager to
improve their knowledge of recent events and
standpoints and equally keen on viewing their own
opinions and telling their own anecdotes of life in the
‘good old days’ before the current Troubles; and
‘politicos’, unlikely to alter their views, but who are
there for the verbal ‘crack’.

The fall into the three categories you were
expecting; Ulster ‘exiles’, interested in digging up the
long and the not-so-long distant past; members of the
London-Irish community, and the aforementioned
‘outside politicos’. The verbose and ever-popular Fred
— ‘I favour the condom solution’ — is a Catholic
originally from Stranmillis (which, in itself, makes
him something of a phenomenon) who left Belfast in
1940 to fight in the war and who hasn’t been back

' home since 1968. Frank from Hannahstown is a more

recent Catholic emigre (Poly ’80 vintage), and Derry
girl Hilda is another teacher working in London.
Pensioner Michael fondly reminisces the 20s in the old
Free State and tells a few yarns about the
‘carryings-on’ of the Black and Tans, whilst Noel,
Economist et al, is very much an ’80s man. Tom, a
sharp-witted Mayo man, who used to cycle to the
‘Bush’ from Watford, was a one-line merchant of the
finest quality: trying to explain the characteristics of
the UDA and the UDR, he caustically asked, ‘Is there
a difference, Alan?’ Colin, Kathleen and Kathryn are
first-generation Irish, who are interested in finding out
more about a problem which others automatically
believe they must know a lot about. The last ‘strand’
included Barbara, an American, interested in, and
baffled by the intricate complexities of ‘Ulster’, and
Lynn, a self-admitting Welsh-born ‘Ulsterphile’.
Extended group discussion sessions were conducted in
the informal atmosphere of the Brook Green Hetel,
where barriers were broken down and friendships
cemented.

After a shaky ‘opening night’ and a constant feature
of shortage of time, the course picked up, and in time
proved to be a success. A pattern soon emerged; a
background talk, followed by slides or a reference to
the display material, i.e. 36 theme posters on a wide
variety of issues, ranging from British military
involvement since ’69 to one ironically entitled
‘Ulster’s Culture-Vultures’, newspapers, magazines,
books, etc.; and ending with a discussion session.

Leading the course was a challenge in itself. The
first part of it — the historical and political
background aspects — were adequately covered in a
multitude of books on the subject. The NIPRO
facsimiles on early Ulster ‘themes’ like Plantation,
Colonial Emigration, and the anti-Home Rule
campaign of the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
proved to be popular sources of reference for many of



the students. The route from ‘infancy’ to ‘death’ of the
state was a bumpy ride at times as the old game of
apportioning blame on the other side, edged out the
intended analytical approach. This led us on to an
in-depth look at the particular characteristics of the
two communities, and for many the session on
Loyalism proved to be enlightening.

From a personal viewpoint the second half of the
course was the more demanding, mainly because I
was largely treading on ‘virgin’ ground. The role of the
press in reporting the Troubles (at local, national and
international levels) was perhaps the most ‘rounded’
session and the extensive display of newspapers and
magazines parked off a lively discussion. Our look at
local culture, in general, and Ulster literature, in
particular, also proved to be a worthwhile exercise.
Apart from attempting to analyse the ‘themes’ of
contemporary Ulster verse and supply the ‘demand’
for ready examples of ‘war’ poetry, we weighed up the
significance of local publishing houses and tried to
unearth some of the reasons for the relative paucity of
stage/TV plays based on the Troubles.

Another major element of the course as a
sociological analysis of the province’s institutions
(economic, religious, educational), and look at
demographic, and social class factors, segregated
leisure activities, etc. De Lorean, Kincora, Leslie
Hale, the ‘absurd’ (from a mainland viewpoint)
proliferation of leisure centres, were more in the
students’ minds than established issues like economic
diversification, integrated education and Church
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responsibility towards its flock. In our final sessjo, Wwe
attempted an analysis of ‘proposed’ soiutiong and
perhaps surprisingly (considering the large lrist;
element) the power-sharing alternative proved ¢, be
the most popular. The gimmick of supplying an Ulster
breakfast on the last night — ‘Breakfast at § p.m.
young man?’ asked the janitor (another Oirisl;
anecdote for the boozer) — fell flat and I'm sti]| eating
soda farls for elevenses...

Overall, the course, then, proved to be a success,
Most of the students felt that they had learneq
something from the exercise, either in the form of
filling ‘cracks’ in their knowledge of specific areas, or
perhaps in their overall awareness of a particylar
community — and though their political viewpoints
did not fundamentally alter, most felt more inclined to
listen to the other side’s viewpoint (if not in the centre,
certainly in the Brook Green Hotel!)

Future ‘Northern Ireland’ classes have either been
held (at Ashford in Middlesex) or will be staged next
term (in at least three London centres). Maybe a
handful of courses will not eliminate the notion that
Ulster is a ‘big yawn’ issue for people on the mainland.
Sure, a few evening classes might only be a drop in
the ocean in terms of ‘mainland enlightenment, and
okay, Belfast still doesn’t have a McDonald’s, Young’s
bitter, nor readily available copies of ‘Gay News’. But
v'see, the ‘Bush’ does have an.Allied Irish Bank and
its buses are red. So y’see, there is a link...

[Alan Parkinson is organiser of a number of courses
on Northern Ireland in the London area.]

Manchester WEA evening class students at
Cemetery, May 1982 [see article opposite].

Manchester Martyrs Memorial, Moston
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IRISH STUDIES IN LANCASHIRE —
WEA courses in Manchester and Bolton
Paul Salveson

Nineteenth century Lancashire had the heaviest
concentration of Irish immigration in England. In the
1780s and 90s Irish people began settling in south
east Lancashire, working usually in the handloom
weaving trade. This relative trickle became a flood
during the famine years of the 1840s, the thousands of
starving families bringing with them a burning
resentment of the English government’s ‘do-nothing’
attitude during the Famine.

The Irish left their stamp on Lancashire in a
number of ways. The most obvious was religion. Irish
immigration revived the sagging fortunes of English
Catholicism. They also played a major role in the
trade union and labour movement — men such as
John Doherty the cotton spinner’s leader settled in
Manchester. In politics, culture and even geography,
the Irish presence in Lancashire is still strongly felt.

With this background in mind, the Worker’s
Education Association decided to try running an
evening class in Manchester looking at the historical
background to the present-day troubles over the
water. A similar course was to be run in Bolton, with
Declan O’Neill, himself a Belfast man, as tutor. I was
asked to do the Manchester course.

Both courses recruited well — some of the people
were Irish, or of Irish descent. Others came out of
interest — to get a deeper insight into Irish politics
and history. It was a good mix. Out of the success of
the two courses came the idea of doing a trip to
Belfast, as guests of WEA in Northern Ireland. After a
lot of hard work and organisation, eight of us finally
made it over there. We spent three days meeting and
talking to Belfast people on both sides of the sectarian
divide — going up the Shankill, around the Divis
Flats, East Belfast and the Falls Road.

The last Irish studies course the WEA organised —
starting in May ‘82 — was an even greater success
than the previous two. It was a six week course
looking at the relationship between Lancashire and
Ireland in history. Nearly thirty people turned up this
time, putting WEA Irish Studies in Manchester well
and truly on the map. We managed to get an evening
tour of Irish sites in Manchester — the memorial to
the Manchester Martyrs in Moston Cemetery, the site
of “Little Ireland” and other former Irish quarters, and
where the ‘martyrs’ were executed. Another trip was
organised to Hasingden — the home of Michael
Davitt for many years. We had an enjoyable few
drinks in the Irish social club dedicated to his memory
and visited the Davitt memorial outside the club.

We are hoping to run another “Irish studies’ course
in the autumn, looking at the relationship between
culture and politics over the centuries. The ballad
tradition will be the centrepiece of the course, with
numerous tapes and — hopefully — some live singing!
The “Bolton People’s History’ group, based at the
Socialist Club in Bolton, are also starting to develop
Irish studies. An evening meeting on “The Irish in
Bolton” this August should be followed up by some
group research on that theme. We are hopeful of
building up close links with the Irish community in
Lancashire and involving a large number of people in

doing the research — rather than leaving it in the
hands of ‘experts’! After all — it’s our history!
[Anyone interested in the above course should contact
the author at 47 Clay Street, Eagley, Bolton, Lancs.
Tel. 0204 591785.]

COURSE SYLLABUS

WORKERS’ EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT

BRANCH: Manchester
SESSION: 1981/82
SUBJECT: Lancashire & The Irish
TUTOR: Paul Salveson
PLACE: Arts Building S2.8, University of Manchester
MEETINGS: 6 Tuesdays, commencing 27 April 1982
TIME: 7.00—9.00 p.m.
STUDENTS FEE: £3.90
Week 1: Lancashire and Early Irish Democratic
Movements
The United Englishmen in Lancashire played a major
role in supporting their counterparts in Ireland, during
their preparations for an uprising against the English
in the 1790s. At least one local man was executed and
many more were imprisoned. Radical movements of
the 20s and 30s, and especially the Chartist
movement later, all saw Ireland as a major political
issue. 2
Week 2: The Fenians in Manchester
The anniversary of the ‘Manchester Martyrs’ — three
Irishmen executed at Strangeways for their supposed
murder of a policeman during an attack on a prison
van at Ardwick — is still commemorated today. The
Irish revolutionaries of the 50s and 60s had a strong
base in Manchester, reflecting the massive influx of
Irish people into Lancashire in the period up to and
including the Famine years.
Week 3: Michael Davitt: Lancashire Lad and Irish
Patriot
After his family was evicted from their County Mayo
home, the Davitts settled in Haslingden in Rossen-
dale. In later years Davitt emerged as a labour leader
and revolutionary of immense stature both in Ireland
and England and addressed packed meetings in
Manchester’s Free Trade Hall.
Week 4: Ireland and the Lancashire Poets
The oppression of Ireland was a recurring theme in
much of the work of Lancashire dialect poets in the
1870s and 80s. This session looks at the work of
Edwin Waugh, Ben Brierley, Sam Laycock and others
who spoke out in verse against Irish suffering.

Week 5: Irish Immigration this Century

Irish people continued to emigrate to Lancashure
throughout the century. What effect have they had on
Manchester — in the trade union movement, politics
and in fields of culture?

Week 6: Ireland and the Manchester Labour
Movement Today

A panel of Manchester Trade unionists — from
English and Irish backgrounds — discuss the
continuing troubles in Ireland and the contribution
Mancunians could make to ending them.
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A BRIEF LOOK AT IRISH ORIGINS
Harry Bourne |

In searching for Irish origins we must quk to
archaeology rather than history. Archaeolo_qy' is not
as precise in dating as is history. It builds up pictures

of the ancient past from evidence usually in the form_

of material culture [i.e. items which were used] which
also were substances resistant to decay [stone, bone,
pottery or metal]. These items are found all over the
country and are the pieces of the jigsaw which the
archaeologists try to fit together in order to build up a
picture of not only what life was like in Ireland at one
particular time but the whole sequence of changes
which led up to the Ireland of the historic period. The
main problem is that the jigsaw has many pieces
missing although they are being found all the time.
This sometimes means that pictures which have been

built up on a number of pieces of evidence may be .

completely changed by new evidence coming to Iigl'lt.
In this article Harry Bourne looks at Irish origins
quoting evidence from various parts of the country:

There have been very few items found in Ireland which
date back to the Old Stone Age (30,000-8,500 B.C.)
Those that have, however, appear genuine and their
scattered spread (Louth, Waterford, Galway) may fit a

pattern of mobile family groups, hunting and
gathering and in contact with other groups or clans. .
The find of a shell from Wexford in a cave in West.
France points to short boat trips and possible two way

contact between France and Ireland.

The next phase, the Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic)
contains an important site at -Mount Sandel, Co.
Derry. Here hundreds of tiny flakes which would have
been mounted into wood for arrows or reapers have
been found. The site was occupied from 6,500 B.C. to
3,500 B.C. and shows outlines of houses. The people
who lived therein were still however primitive hunters
and foodgatherers.

There is a change however from hunting and
gathering to farming in the Neolithic period. For
north and east Ireland farming seems to have been
introduced from northern England. However the site
that best shows the transition from hunting to farming
with arrowheads from hunting, pollen from a weed
known to follow cattle grazing and still no pottery or
cereal growing (signs of growing sophistication) is at
Cashel Keelty in Kerry. The oldest dates for Irish
farming thus seem to range from Kerry to Tyrone and
not vice versa.

A feature of this period are the great stone tumuli
such as Newgrange and also the many ‘Giants’
Graves’ dotted all over the country but mainly in the
west. These are known to ally closely with coasts
being fished by Atlantic crews from Iberia and France
where such tombs also occur. These stone tombs
have a Mediterranean inspiration as to the use of
horns as headgear; wind instruments, bronze buckets,
cauldrons and notched spears. Again many Irish
defensive sites, especially in the south and west
incorporate features common to the Mediterranean
area e.g. stepped ramparts from Iberia; multiple stone
walls from France and underground chambers.

The Iron Age coincided with the arrival of the Celts
from the continent. The same connection seems to be
echoed by the shapes of many Irish tools e.g. axes
both of stone and copper all have Atlantic prototypes,
Gold sun discs and gold collars and lunulae were
associated with the early metal working of the Bronze
Age and were also most common in Western Ireland,
(Later in the Iron Age, the Celts combined both gold
and bronze jewellery making them look very
impressive to writers from Greece and Rome.)

The Celts spread from Asia into Turkey, Russia,
Greece, Italy, Gaul (now France), Britain and Ireland.
Some of these Celtic tribes gave their names to places
such as Ulster, Leinster and Ireland itself.

Recent archaeological discoveries then are provid-
ing the missing pieces of the jigsaw and are forcing
academics to closely re-examine their previous
assumptions that Ireland was colonised first from
Britain through the NE of Ireland and not directly
from the continent to the south and west. Recent
evidence makes the latter now seem more likely.

[Harry -Bourne has taught Early Irish History oﬁ
various Irish Studies courses.]

Period & Dates Sites, items & events of
interest

PALAEOLITHIC Dun Aengus (Galway), a

(=0Old Stone Age) Sipho Menapiae shell from

Wexford traded (?) into

30,000-8,500 BC
West France, Mell (Louth),

etc.

c. 9,000 BC Kilgreany (Waterford), a
fluorine-analysis date for
Skeleton B.

MESOLITHIC (= Middle Stone Age) 8,500-3,500 BC

7,030 =300 Lough Bodra (Offaly)
7,010 =70 Mountsandel (Derry)
6,845 =135 Mountsandel (Derry)
6,840 +185 Mountsandel (Derry)
6,945 =125 Cushendun (Antrim)
NEOLITHIC ( = New Stone Age) 4,000-2,500 BC
3,895 =90 Cashelkeelty (Kerry)
3,795 =90 Ballynagilly (Tyrone)
3,690 =90 Ballynagilly (Tyrone)
3,675 =50 Ballynagilly (Tyrone)

(Stone tombs of wedge-
shaped, Court, Portal &
Passage type.)

Gold ‘sun’-discs, lunulae &
first copper axes. Atits enfi
there came several Medi-
terrano/Atlantic features
(see text).

BRONZE AGE
2,500/2,000-
1,000-800 BC

LATE BRONZE/IRON AGE OVERLAP £
1,000/800-500 BC Arrival of P-Celts in Britain
& Ireland.
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A PROFILE OF STUDENTS ATTENDING
IRISH LANGUAGE EVENING CLASSES
INLONDON 1981/82
—asurvey by Conradh na Gaeilge
(The Gaelic League), London

Micheal O Domhnallain

How many people are there trying to learn Irish in
London through adult evening classes? Why do they
want to learn Irish? What sort of backgrounds do they
have? How much Irish did they know before they
began? And what are they seeking from their teachers
in the way of tuition?

To answer some of these questions the Gaelic
League in London recently conducted a survey
amongst adult evening class students of Irish. This
note gives some preliminary results from it.

In October and early November 1981 we visited all
twelve Irish language classes interviewing, through a
self-completion questionnaire, a total of 171 adults:
about 93% of the total attendance at these classes at
that time.

Table 1 shows why people wanted to learn Irish.
For most, 63% of all students in fact, what one might
describe as ethnic or cultural reasons are most
important. The next most important reason was the
very practical one of needing a qualification in Irish or
at least a knowledge of the language in order to be
able to take up employment in Ireland at some future
date. In the third category are those who want to meet
and mix with others or want to study Irish as a hobby:
nearly 1 in 8 of those coming to beginners’ classes give
this as their main reason. Finally, only a small
proportion have their eyes specifically on obtaining an
examination qualification such as G.C.E. ‘O’ level per
se.

Table 1. Main reason for wanting to learn Irish
intermediate
beginners & advanced

Irish is the traditional

language of Ireland 58% 74%
Plan to return/go to live in

Ireland 17% 9%
As a leisure pursuit/for

social reasons 13% 4%
As part of study for exams 4% 4%
Other reasons 8% 9%

(Figures in all tables are rounded to the nearest
percentage point)

Table 2 shows what students would like to see
provided in the way of Irish courses. Again, only about
1 in 6 beginners, and a slightly smaller proportion of
intermediate and advanced students, actually want to
take examinations. Instead, by far the majority seek
to be able to converse in Irish rather than to qualify in
it. Many of them went on to tell us that their reasons
for learning Irish were to help them establish in
themselves a greater Irish identity or to be able to
read literature or poetry in Irish.

Table 2. Type of course students see as best meeting -
their individual needs
intermediate

beginners & advanced
1. essentially conversat-
ional in content 61% 70%
2. stressing grammar but
not necessarily leading to

examinations 21% 9%
3. leading to exams e.g.
G.C.E. ‘O’ level 17% 15%

4. not answered 1% 6%

One of the most interesting features shown in Table
3 is that 62% of students had no Irish at all before
starting evening classes, a figure rising to 70% of this
year’s beginners. Apart from a few born and bred in
Northern Ireland, virtually all of them were born here
in England of Irish parentage or Irish descent.

Table 3. Knowledge of Irish before starting evening
classes in Britain

intermediate

beginners & advanced

School Irish (with or
without qualifications) 29% 55%
No Irish at all 70% 45%

A particular feature of the adult evening classes is
the preponderance of young people: table 4 shows
that nearly three-quarters of the students at beginners’
classes and just over half of those at intermediate and
advanced classes were under 35.

Table 4. Age distribution of students
intermediate
beginners & advanced

14-20 12% 0
21-34 61% 54%
35-54 17% 34%
55+ 8% 8%
unstated 2% 4%

On the questionnaire respondents were invited to
write down what they themselves wanted to see
provided: —

(i) some said the provision of better learning facilit-

ies such as audio-visual aids, a language laborat-

ory, intensive courses in the Gaeltacht and so on.

Some mentioned they would like classes nearer to

where they live. Others mentioned they would like

more courses in what might best be described as

‘Irish Studies’.

(ii) others complained of the difficulty in obtaining

books and magazines in Irish and about Irish

cultural matters.



(iii) about a dozen of the 171 who answered the
questionnaire mentioned the need for conversation
evenings or whole days spent practising Irish. It
seems surprising, surely, that so few mentioned
this. Perhaps it was simply because most of the
respondents were beginners and the survey was
conducted relatively early in the academic year.
Perhaps, though, it is because Irish language
students are only prepared to give up so much of
their spare time to Irish. (Indeed, for example,
virtually no-one goes to more than one Irish class
per week and again this was unexpected.)

What, then, are the main lessons to be learnt from the
survey?
1. Education

We have noted already that provision of courses
leading to examinations, while important for a
minority, are not the answer for the majority of
students. Similarly, the results do not give much
ground for optimism that organised conversation
groups will succeed as a way of reaching a large
proportion of students, although undoubtedly it is
worth trying to set them up since at least some people
will benefit. Instead, perhaps most hope for increased .
use of Irish in London lies in encouraging its use in the
home and amongst close friends and acquaintances.

Nevertheless, the survey shows that the most
important educational requirement now is to identify
and provide for the special needs of those who have
had no Irish at school but who now wish to learn the
language as adults. In the main this means those
educated in this country and who now form such a
large proportion of those attending adult classes. This
has significant implications for the content of courses
and the approach to teaching. The Gaelic League has
now started a Saturday morning beginners’ class from
which it is planned to derive course material and
teaching methods appropriate to adult students of
Irish who do not have a basic knowledge of the
language from their school days.

2. Encouragement and support

At the time of the survey, October/November
1981, of the 184 adults who were attending Irish
classes, 126 of them (70%) were in beginners’ classes
compared to only 38 (20%) in intermediate classes
and only 20 (10%) in advanced classes. It is well know .
that beginners have a high rate of fall-off in
enthusiasm in their first year. How can we ensure that
the current year’s beginners keep up their Irish long
enough to become students at a higher grade of class?

Perhaps, then, what is most needed is a.
demonstration that Irish is worth learning, that there
is a reason why it is worth taking a very great deal of
trouble both to learn it oneself and to encourage one’s |
family or household and relatives and friends to learn |
it so that one can form an Irish-speaking group and so |
that one can read books and magazines and
newspapers in Irish. It links in too with the practical
difficulties encountered by many in obtaining reading
material in and about the Irish language which we
mentioned earlier. This ‘propaganda’ role is surely
most critical at the stage at which the greatest loss of
potential new Irish speakers occurs — during the|
relatively early stages in beginners’ classes as|
numbers start to fall-off and as people come to realize |
that learning a language, or even improving their!
school-based knowledge, is hard work and a lengthly|
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process. How this problem is to be approached is 5
matter which will need careful thought by evening
class teachers and by organizations such as the

' Gaelic League.

Micheal O Domhnallaiy

Any views expressed in this paper are those of the
author alone and not necessarily those of the Gaelic
League. We wish to thank the teachers and students
who helped us in every way in carrying out this survey,
[The author is chairman of the London branch of the
Gaelic League.]

News, Books, Teaching Packs

ADDISON PRESS

on Irish Studies

Education facsimile packs on Irish history produced by
the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland. Titles
available (add 50p for postage for each item):

Irish Elections 1750-1832 45p
The Act of Union 45p
18th Century Ulster Emigration to North America 45p
The Great Famine 1845-52 £1.75
The United Irishmen : £2.00
The Volunteers 1778-84 70p
The’98 Rebellion £1.00
ThePenal Laws £1.00
Plantations in Ulster c.1600-41 £1.00
Robert Emmett: The Insurrection of July 1803 £1.00
Steps to Partition 1885-1921 £1.00
Rural Housing in Ulster in the 19th Century 70p
Ireland after the Glorious Revolution £1.50
Catholic Emancipation £1.50

Education facsimile packs on Irish history produced by
the National Library of Ireland, Dublin. Titles
available (prices include postage):

TheLand War 1879-1903 ' £2.00
The Landed Gentry £2.00
Daniel O’Connell £2.00
Padraic Mac Piarais ' £2.00
Ireland 1860-80 from stereo photographs £2.00
Athbheochan na Gaeilge £2.00
Grattan’s Parliament £2.00
James Joyce £2.00
Ireland from Maps (reproductions of 16 maps) £3

IRISH STUDIES IN LONDON?’ Directory of over 40
adult education classes in Irish history, politics,
literature, language, music, etc. 50p. (includes
postage)

FORTNIGHT’ The independent current affairs and
arts review for Northern Ireland. Published 10 times a
vear. 55Y2p (includes postage)

‘SHEPHERDS BUSH MEMORIES’ Oral history in
West London. No. 1 “Bill Massey — Trade Unionist”
75p. (includes postage) No. 2 “George Mason —
Councillor” 75p. (includes postage)

ADDISON PRESS,
83 Frithville Gardens, London W12.
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TEACHING MATERIALS
[Books; films; tapes;
records; packs etc.]

Once again we continue our policy of publicising
books and other materials facilitating the teaching of
Irish Studies in this country. In this issue we look at
teaching materials produced by London schools as
well as some recently published Irish books.

The inclusion (or exclusion) of material in this guide
does not imply a critical evaluation of the work in
question. The suitability of material for various
aspects of teaching Irish Studies we leave up to
teachers and others.

The following lists are by no means comprehensive.
Prices are quoted from publishers’ catalogues; given
inflation and the fluctuating rate of exchange they
must be a guide only.

We start off, however, with details of a series of
tapes on Irish history.

Tapes

Sussex Publications Ltd. of Devizes, Wilts SN10
1SD have produced an exciting new series of tapes
considering some of the leading themes in Irish
history from the early Christian period to the present
day. The tapes were recorded in Ireland and have
three aims: to bring research now in progress to a
wider public; to help provide an historical context for
the understanding of contemporary Ireland and,
most of all, to look at Irish history in its own right. The
recordings hope to maintain the high standard of
disinterested scholarship which characterises recent
work on the history of Ireland. Each recording lasts an
hour and is accompanied by a booklet which contains
asummary of the discussion; a bibliograpy and study
.notes,

The tapes are:

1. Early Ireland: 5th to 12th century

2. 16th Century Ireland: themes and sources

3. From the Boyne to the Union

4. 19th Century Ireland/Charles Stewart Parnell

5. Irish Nationalism and Unionism in the 20th
Century

There is also a half-hour videotape, ‘Why Did the
Irish Want Home Rule?’

Further details (including prices) are available
from the above address.

Teaching Packs

Mr R. Worth and his colleagues at William Forster
School, Haringey, North London, have produced a 30
page booklet on the origins and effects of the Irish
Famine. It is used for a 3rd year course on world
population movements as part of a Multicultural
History course.

The booklet is an attempt to synthesise information
on the Famine and Emigration and was published by
Haringey’s Multicultural Support Group. Further
information is available from Mr Worth at William
Forster School, Langham Road, London N15 3RB
(01-888-1722).

* %k % % Kk

Meanwhile, the History Department at Kidbrooke
School, SE London, has also produced a series of
booklets for use with third year pupils on Modern
Irish History.

Most of the booklets are based on the ‘Centre for
Learning Resources Development Project’ materials
(based in Bristol). The incentive for resourcing the
course and producing the booklets was that it would
enable pupiles to read newspapers, study media bias
and examine contemporary film.

One ‘in-depth’ study is carried out during the course
(which lasts one term) and this is ‘Bloody Sunday’.
Pupils watch a film examining the conflicting
accounts of Bloody Sunday and then look in detail at
the evidence using one of the booklets (‘Bloody
Sunday’) produced by the History Department.

Most of the work attempts to bring into question
traditional Anglo-Irish attitudes although Barbara
Calland of the History Department states that on the
whole pupils tend not to change their minds.

The other booklets in the series are:

Ireland: The Future — Soluble or Insoluble?

The Media and Ireland

The Irish Question (A Brief Survey from 1170 to
1916)

Further details are available from Barbara Calland,
History Department, Kidbrooke School, Corelli Road,
London SE3 8EP (01-856-2211).

IRISH FOLK HISTORY
Folktales from the North

2

Henry Glassie

tche
voice
of che
people

Songs and History
of Ireland

—ai ]

MARIE FITZGIBBON

SOME RECENTLY PUBLISHED IRISH BOOKS
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THE IRISH POST

Nearly half-a-million people in

Britain read The Irish Post each week.
It keeps them informed on Irish affairs
in this country and on what’s
happening in Ireland.

The Irish Post is also on sale in
Ireland and in the United States.
It’s a link — bridging the

oceans and the generations.

- Your newsagent has it every Thursday
—or, if not, he will order it for you.
Price 20p.

The Irish Post,

Lex House,

77 South Road, Southall,
Middlesex UB1 1SQ.

Tel: 01-574 2058/3916/4914
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BOOKS

Recently Published Books
Recently arrived Irish published books on the ‘Irish
studies in Britain’ desk include:

The Rise of the Irish Working Class’ by Dermot
Keogh (Appletree PRess £12) An excellent account of
the Dublin Trade Union and Labour movement
petween 1890 and 1914.

«kerrett’ by Liam O’Flaherty (Wolfhound Press
[R£3.25) One of O’Flaherty’s most powerful and
memorable novels.

Short Stories’ by Liam O’Flaherty (Wolfhound
Press IRE2.95) This collection ranges from sensitive
nature and animal stories to caustic social comment.

‘Outings in Ireland’ by Hugh Oram (Appletree Press
£3.50) Hundreds of ideas for days out by car, bus and
rail arranged regionally.

‘Pomes for James Joyce’ collected by Bernard
Benstock (Malton Press £2.75) A collection of poems
on Joyce by eminent writers (Beckett, Behan,
Kavanagh, etc.) :

‘The Achievement of Sedn O Riada’ edited by
Bernard Harris and Grattan Freyer (Irish Humanities
Centre IR£14.50) Tributes and assessments of O
Riada’s work.

‘The Knife’ by Peadar O’Donnell (Irish Humanities
Centre IR£9.90) A novel of strife and love in the
Donegal of 1912 — Ireland’s ‘War and Peace’.

‘A Malady’ by Pierce Butler (Co-op Books), ‘That
London Winter’ by Leland Bardwell (Co-op Books),
‘The Book-Thiefs Heartbeat’ by Philip Davison
(Co-op Books): three recent experimental novels by
new Irish writers, published by Co-op Books and the
Irish Writers’ Co-operative.

‘Hermitage’ by Melvyn Wall (Wolfhound Press
IR£8.50) A novel in the form of an autobiography of
the central character, a defeated man now in jail. This
is his prison journal. '

‘David’s Daughter, Tamar’ by Margaret Barrington
(Wolthound Press IR£7.50) A series of short stories
ranging in locale from Ulster to France and in tone
from pure tragedy to high comedy.

‘The Cloud of Desolation’ by Same Baneham
(Wolfhound Press IR£8.50) After nuclear war, society
continues underground. But what is this world like,
after the cloud of desolation?

‘The Voice of the People — Songs and History of
Ireland’ by Michael Mulcahy and Marie Fitzgibbon
(O’Brien Press IRE12 hardback; IR£6.50 paperback)

‘This is Irish history in song, a compilation of songs
and ballads composed during important historical
events between 1798 and 1916. Many of the songs are
accompanied by the music.

‘The Way Back: George Moore’s “The Untilled
Fiel” and “The Lake” edited by Robert Welch
(Wolfhound Press IR£10 hardback; IR£4.50 paper-
back) Essays on the above works of George Moore,
the unjustly neglected artist and major influence on
the Irish Literary Revival.

‘Falls Memories’ by Gerry Adams (Brandon Books
£2.95) A contemporary local history of the Falls area

tof West Belfast.

0 convert punts to sterling, subtract 20p in the
pound. If you have any difficulty getting the above
books, contact ‘Irish Studies in Britain’. But
remember to enquire in bookshops first; only this way,
ifthere is an evident demand, will booksellers begin to
stock more Irish books.

TRADITION

Falls Memories

by Gerry Adams (Brandon, IR£2.95)

Your Dinner’s Poured Out

by Paddy Crosbie (O’Brien Press, p.b. IRE3.50) :
Teague Land, or A Merry Ramble to the Wild Irish
by John Dunton, edited by Edward McLysaght (Irish
Academic Press, IR£5.00)

Gold Under the Furze: essays in Folk Tradition
edited by Alan Gailey and Daithi O hOgéin (Glendale
Press, IR£17.50)

Irish Life

edited by Sharon Gmelch (O’Brien Press, p.b.
IR£7.00)

From Yesterday with Love

edited by Walter Love (Blackstaff Press, UK£3.50)
dJaney Mack Me Shirt is Black

by Eamon Mac Thomais (O’Brien Press, IR£7.00)
Gur Cake and Coal Blocks

by Eamon Mac Thomais (O’Brien Press, p.b. IRE3.00)
As I Roved Out

by Cathal O’Byrne (Blackstaff Press, UK£7.95; new
edition)

The Celtic Consciousness

edited by Robert O’Driscoll (Dolmen Press, IR£4.00;
reissue)

The Parish Pump

by Myles Tierney (Able Press, IR£3.91)

Passing the Time — Folklore and History of an Ulster
Community

by Henry Glassie (O’Brien Press, h.b. IR£25.00)
Irish Folk History: Folktales from the North

~ by Henry Glassie (O’Brien Press, h.b. IR£8.00)

Irish Craft and Craftsmen ]

by John Manners (The Appletree Press, p.b. £13.95)
Picking up the Linen Threads

by Betty Messenger (Blackstaff Press, h.b. £9.95)
Irish Life and Lore

by Seamus O Cathain (Mercier Press, p.b. IR£2.70)
The Celtic Way of Life

(O’Brien Press, IR£2.30)

Heroic Tales from the Ulster Cycle

by Curriculum Development Unite (O’Brien Press,
IR£2.30)

Island Stories: Tales and Legends from the West
(O’Brien Press, IR£2.70)

Field and Shore: Daily Life and Traditions, Aran
Islands 1900

(O’Brien Press, IR£3.00)

To Shorten the Road: A collection of tinker folktales
with historical and contemporary photographs
(O’Brien Press, IR£4.50)

PLACES

Belfast: An Illustrated History

by Jonathon Bardon (Blackstaff Press, UK£12.50)
Derry

by Brian Bonner (F.N.T., IR£8.50)

The Boyne Valley Vision

by Martin Brennan (Dolmen Press, p.b. IR£6.00)
The City Hall

by James A. Culliton (Eason, IR£1.35)

Inside Ireland

by Eilis Dillon (Hodder and Stoughton, UK7.95)
Trinity College Library, Dublin

by Peter Fox (Eason, IR£1.35)

The Antiquities of Ireland

by Francis Grose, foreword by Liam de Paor
(Wellbrook Press, IR£48.00: reprint)



Inishmurray
by Patrick Heraughty (O’Brien Press, IR£8.00)

Faithful Departed: The Dublin of James Joyce’s‘

‘Ulysses’

by Kieran Hickey (Ward River Press, h.b. IR£15.95, .

p.b. IR£8.95)

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin

by Victor Jackson (Eason, IR£1.35)
Medieval Dublin: Two Historic Walks

by Bride Rosney/lan Broad (O’Brien Press, p.b. .

IR£2.00)

Victorian Dublin

edited by Tom Kennedy (Albertine Kennedy, h.b.
IR£7.80, p.b. IR£3.90)

Dublin Handbook

edited by Tom Kennedy (Albertine Kennedy, IR£1.50)

The History of the County of Mayo

by T.H. Knox (De Burca, IR£18.00)

Castledermot and Kilkea — a Social History

by John McKenna (Winter Wood Books, IR£5.00)
Here’s Ireland

by Brian MacMahon (Butler Sims, h.b. IR£13.00,
p.b. IR£6.95)

A Portrait of Cork

by T.F. McNamara (Watermans, IR£22.50)
Maynooth Again Remembered

by Fr. Denis Molaise Meehan (The Kerryman,
IR£10.00)

The Heritage of Mayo

by A. Ni Cheannain (F.N.T., IR£2.50)

dJoyce’s Dublin

by David Norris (Eason, IR£1.35)

Dear, Dirty Dublin: A City in Distress, 1899-1916
by Joseph V. O’Brien (University of California Press,
$32.50)
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Lost Dublin
by Frederick O’'Dwyer (Gill and Macmillan, p.b.

. IR£8.50)

Mayo
edityed by Bernard O’Hara (Archaeological, Historical _
and Folklore Society, IRE8.70)
Newgrange: Archaeology, Art and Legend !
by Michael J. O’Kelly (Thames and Hudson,
UK£16.00)

Old Galway

by Donovan O’Sullivan (Kenny’s Publishing, IR
£25.00) :

The History, Topography and Antiquities of the
County and City of Waterford

by the Rev. R.H. Ryland, foreword by Michael Olden
(Wellbrook Press, IR£28.00; new edition)

Portrait of Limerick

by Mainchin Seoighe (Robert Hale, IR£11.46)

The Grand Irish Tour

by Peter Somerville-Large (Hamish Hamilton, UK
£12.95)

Day Visitors’ Guide to the Great Blasket Island

by Ray Stagles (O’Brien Press, IR£2.00)

Ireland Revisited

by Jill Uris (André Deutsch, UK£14.95)

The Homes of Irish Writers :

by Caroline Walshe (Anvil, IR£14.99 approx.)

My Clonmel Scrapbook "

by James White (Knocknagow Bookshop, IR£13.50;
reissue) . :

Dublin 1913: A Divided City

by Curriculum Development Unit (O’Brien Press,
IR£3.50)

A World of Stone: The Aran Islands

(O’Brien Press, IR£3.50)

‘Make life easy- Get an AIB
cheque book.

R

Open an Allied Irish Bank cheque book account. Why? Because
meeting household bills and dealing with unexpected expenses is
easier. Because it’s safer. No need to carry large sums of money
and payment through the post is easier and safer.

You can keep a check on your spending because everything is
accounted for.

X)Allied IrishBanks
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[RISH NAMES & GENEALOGY

Irish Family Names

py Brian de Breffny (Gill and Macmillan, h.b.:

IR£15.00, p.b. IR£8.50)

Bibliography of Irish Family History

by Edward MacLysaght (Irish Academic Press,
1R£2.00)

More Irish Families

by Edward MacLysaght (Irish Academic Press,

IR£2.00)

Gaelic Personal Names

by Donnchadh O Corrdin and Fidelma Maguire

(Academy Press, IR£3.95)

An Sloinnteoir Gaeilge agus an tAimneoir

by Muiris O Droighneéin (Coiscéim/Cumann Laith-

cleas Gael, IR£2.00)

The Irish Genealogist

(Official Organ of the Irish Genealogical Research

Society, IR£5.00)

BIOGRAPHY

Acorns and Oakleaves: A Derry Childhood

by Charles Gallagher ((Dubh Regles Books, £4.95)
A Man of No Property

by C.S. Andrews (Mercier Press, IR£15.00)

Soldier of the Rearguard

by Bill Hammond (Elgse Books, IR£4.50)

The Upstart Earl: A Study of Richard Boyle First Earl
of Cork 1566-1643]

by Nicholas Canny (Cambridge University Press,
UK£18.50)

A Woman'’s Story

by Veronica Cleeve (Capel Books, IR£3.50)

With Love

by Theodora Fitzgibbon (Century, UK£8.95)

Jail Journal

by John Mitchel (Academy Press, h.b. IR£15.00, p.b.
IR£5.95; new edition)

Frank Duff: A Biography

by Leon O Broin (Gill and Macmillan, IRE5.95)

No Man’s Man

by Leon O Broin (Institute of Public Administration)
Nora Barnacle Joyce

by Padraig O Laoi (Kenny’s Publishing, IR£7.50)
Edmund Ignatius Rice: A Biography

by Desmond Rushe (Gill and Macmillan, IR£4.95)
William Molyneux of Dublin 1656-1698

by J.G. Simms (Irish Academic Press, IR£12.50)

HISTORY

The Anglo-Irish Tradition

by J.C. Beckett (Blackstaff Press, p.b. UK£3.95)
Sean Lemass and the Making of Modern Ireland
1945-66 I

by Paul Bew and Henry Patterson (Gill and Mac-
millan, IR£15.00 approx.)

De Valera and the Ulster Question 1917-1973
g¥7:15%l;n Bowman (Oxford University Press, UK
Tracing the Past — sources for local studies in the
Republic of Ireland

by William Nolan (Ardagh Press, IR£4.50)

Eamon de Valera and the Banner County

by Kevin J. Browne (Glendale Press, IR£4.95)

Irish Nationalism: A History of its Roots and Ideology
b!{ Sean Cronin (Academy Press, IR£6.95)

Sé Ghliiin Eireannacha

by L.M. Cullen (An Gtim, IR£2.50)

Ireland’s Sea Fisheries: A History

by John de Courcy Ireland (Glendale Press, IR£11.99)
De Valera’s Finest Hour 1932-1959)]

by T. Ryle Dwyer (Mercier Press, IR£4.50)

. The Shooting of Michael Collins: Murder or Accident?

by John M. Feehan (Mercier Press, IR£2.70; revised

- edition) :

Eyewitness of 1798: Contemporary Accounts of the
French Campaign in Ireland

edited by Grattan Freyer and Sheila Mulloy (Irish
Humanities Centre, cloth cover IR£16.00)

?;sghsop Stock’s ‘Narrative’ of the Year of the French:
foreword by Michael Garvey (Irish Humanities

. Centre, cloth cover IR£5.85, p.b. IR£3.20)

History of the Ely O’Carroll Territory

by Rev. John Gleeson (Roberts Books Kilkenny,
IR£50.00)

A Portrait of the Irish in America

. by William D. Griffin (Academy Press, IR£14.95)

Curious Journey: An Oral History of Ireland’s

- Unfinished Revolution

by Kenneth Griffith and Timothy E. O’Grady
(Hutchinson, UK£3.95)
The Longest War

_ by Kevin Kelly (Brandon, h.b. IR£15.00, p.b. IR£6.95

The Age of De Valera
by Joseph Lee and Geardid O Tuathaigh (Ward River
Press, IR£4.95)

. Culture and Anarchy in Ireland 1890-1939

by F.S.L. Lyons (Oxford University Press, IR£4.48)
Eamon De Valera: Na Blianta Réabhléideacha

by P. Mac Aonghusa (Clécomhar, h.b. IR£5.00, p.b.
IR£3.00)

. Faith of Our Fathers: The Foundation of Irish

Nationalist Ideology 1890-1920

"by Maurice Goldring (Repsol Publishing, p.b.

IR£2.30)

The Irish Transport and General Worker’s Union &
The Formative Years

by C. Desmond Greaves (Gill and Macmillan, h.b.
IR£15.00)

Trinity College Dublin 1592-1952

by R.B. McDowell and D.A. Webb (Cambridge
University Press, UK£35.00)

The Irish Civil War: An lllustrated History

by George Morrison (Gill and Macmillan, h.b.
IR£17.25), p.b. IR£8.50 approx.)

Raids and Rallies: Episodes in the Anglo-Irish War
1920-21

by Ernie O’Malley (Anvil Books, IR£10.00)

Celtic Leinster: Towards an Historical Geography of
Early Irish Civilisation

by Alfred P. Smyth (Irish Academic Press, IR£25.00)
The Easter Proclamation 1916

(Dolmen Press, IR£1.25; new edition)

The Glensman or Fifty Years Ago

various authors, introduction by Jack McCann,
foreword by G.B. Newe (Glens of Antrim Historical
Society)

POLITICS ;
Troublesome Business: The Labour Party and The
Irish Question

by Geoffrey Bell (Pluto Press, UK£4.50)

The Secret Army: The IRA

by J. Bowyer Bell (Academy Press, IR£4.95)

The Magill Guide to Election ‘82

by Vincent Browne (Magill Publications, IR£8.00)



Irish Identities: The Richard Dimbleby Lecture

by Garret FitzGerald (BBC, IR£1.92)

Irish Unification and NATO

by William Fitzgerald (Dublin University Press,
IR£1.95)

The Irish Labour Party in Transition 1957-82

by Michael Gallagher (Gill and Macmillan, IR£20.00
approx.)

Power, Conflict and Inequality

edited by Mary Kelly, Liam O’Dowd and James
Wickham (Turoe Press, IR£10.00)

The Rise of the Irish Working Class

by Dermot Keogh (Appletree Press, IR£15.00)
Nealon’s Guide: 23rd Dail and Seanad: Election 82
by Ted Nealon and Seamus Brennan (Platform Press,
IR£11.95)

Ireland in the New Century

by Horace Plunkett, foreword by Trevor West (Irish
Academic Press, IR£7.50; reissue)

MISCELLANEOUS

“Stories and settings: Scotland, Wales and Ireland —
A Handbook for Teachers and Librarians” selected and
annotated by Christine Lassam, South West Schools
Librarian, Hampshire County Library, National Book
League, 45 East Hill, Wandsworth, SW18, 1978, 50p.

“A Select List of Books on Ireland” National Library of
Ireland 1978. Available from The Controller, Stationery
Office, St. Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4.
IR60p.

‘Bird’s Eye View of Belfast by J.H. Connor. A-
panoramic view of Belfast in the early 1860s showing
all the main streets and buildings of that time. A key is
attached, identifying the main buildings and points of
interest. Published in aid of the Linenhall Library
Fund, 17 Donegall Square North, Belfast BT1 5GD,
Northern Ireland. Unframed £10; framed £27.50.

‘The Book of Irish Books’ by Tom Kennedy
(Albertine Kennedy Publishing) IR£4.80. A compend-
ium of Irish published books in print.

‘Tracing the Past — sources for Local Studies in the
Republic of Ireland’ by William Nolan (Ardagh Press)
IR£4.50.

‘The Rape and Plunder of the Shankill’ by Ron"
Wiener (Farset Co-operative Press £3).

‘The Shankill — a book of photographs’ by Buzz"
Logan (Farset Co-operative Press £2.25)

‘Community Work in a Divided Society’ (Farset
Co-operative Press £2).

Irish Writer Postcards. A series of postcards
retailing at 25p each. Writers include Behan, Shaw,
Joyce, Sterne, Synge, Kavanagh, Stephens, Swift,
Yeats, Beckett, O’Casey, Lady Gregory, Flann
O’Brien. They are available in Britain from Ron
Griffiths, 47 Long Arrotts, Hemel Hempstead, Herts
HP1 3EX. The series is published by Bluett and
Company Ltd., The Mews, 101 Templeogue Road,
Dublin 6, Ireland.

If you are interested in any of the above
publications, contact your local bookshop first of all.
If you have no luck contact either ‘Irish Studies in
Britain’ for details of publishers and availability or else
contact Irish Publications through Greene’s Book-
shop, 16 Clare Street, Dublin 2. Remember that the
Book of Irish Books published by Albertine Kennedy
provides a comprehensive listing regularly updated of
all Irish published books in print.
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The Book of Irish Books is a useful guide for
anyone interested in reading, buying, or knowing
more about books published in Ireland. Not
alone are books listed, but each title has the
content described. The books are all available
through normal book trade channels, and as an
aid to assist book sellers there is a listing of Irish
publishers. Book of Irish Books can equally well
function as a handy reference for the trade, or as
a guide for the general reader or librarian.
£4.80 paperback

Albertine Kennedy Publishing
Leixlip County Kildare

Read by those who
mightbe in it!

Scope is a monthly review of
Social Policy and Community
Affairs in N. Ireland.

Available from 2 Annadale Avenue,
Belfast 7. Tel: [0232] 640011.
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Books. about Ireland from
IRISH ACADEMIC PRESS

E.W. LYNAM
The Irish Character in Print. 1572-1923

AL F R E D R S M Y T H 21 iszt:l;'zﬂt:; ;ht(iamt;:s); it:):tso used in Irish (from the earliest efforts in
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Legendary tales and local superstitions. £1.80

ALFRED P. SMYTH

Celtic Leinster: Towards an historical geography of early EDWARD MACLYSAGHT
Irish civilization Surnames of Ireland £2.70
More Irish Families £19.50
This book marks a turning point in the historiography of early Biblio graphy of Irish Family His tory 2nd ed. £1.95

Ireland. In it Dr Smyth reconciles the archaic nature of Irish political

life with the brilliant civilization that flourished around it. In addition

to reconstructing the Dark Age landscape of Leinster, the author

provides an Historical Atlas of sixteen plates whichhbreixiks r;;—:w
round in the field of Irish historical geography. The author identifies

?or the first time in the history of this subject an entire monastic DOUGLAS HYDE

ecology in the Midland Bogs which was a cradle for the Golden Age The Stone of Truth and Other Irish Folktales

of Irish monasticism. £25.00 A selection from Legends of Saints and Sinners (1915) £1.80

William - KXolyneux
of “Dublin

William Molyneux of Dublin

rish Life in the Seventeenth Century (1950) £2.70

MICHAEL BRENNAN
The War in Clare, 1911-1921

Memoirs of a leader of the Volunteers who later becanie chief of staff
of the Irish Army. £12.50

JOHN DUNTON
Teague Land, or A Merry Ramble to the Wilde Irish

Letters written by Dunton (1659-1733): on a Journey to Galway;
Iar-Connacht; A Baptism, a Wake and a Funeral; Co. Kildare; a
Wedding; Malahide and Drogheda; Dublin. £5.00

The friend and correspondent of Locke; author of the much-quoted
textbook of colonial nationalism, The case of Ireland’s being bound
byacts of parliament in England, stated; fellow of the Royal Society;
amateur astronomer, author of the first book in English on optics.

£12.50
JOHN EDWARD WALSH
Rakes and Ruffians: The Underworld of Georgian

k Dubli

COLM LENNON uoin

Richard Stanihurst the Dubliner 1547-1618 A racy account of the less sedate side of life in Georgian Ireland.
£1.80

Stanihurst’s chief claim to our attention lies in his writings on

Ireland. These are rich in description of topography and dialect, of

old women keening and of gallowglasses fighting. £12.50 ROLAND McHUGH

The Finnegans Wake Experience

*This is an altogether delightful book, witty, perceptive, informative.

: and in its fashion well written. The Finnegans Wake Experience

‘éAMES LYDON' Editor might almost be subtitled “the autobiography of a Joyce
ngland and Ireland In The Later Middle Ages enthusiast”... includes an acute if also somewhat truncated critique
of Finnegans Wake studies, with a special emphasis on the past two

Es : ’ decades’ Clive Hart in TLS. £3.50
says by leading medieval historians. £15.00

Write for our Irish-interest catalogue.

IRISH ACADEMIC PRESS
Kill Lane, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
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Everything'you want to know about Aer Lingus ”83

The new Aer Lingus Book for 1983
is now out, with all the information you
could need about Aer flights between
Britain and Ireland, and Irish holidays
too. Allin one clear, concise volume.

Bargain Fares: The complete
range of Aer Lingus fares from Normal
Fares to Superapex, Supersavers and
Budget Fares.

Special Car Hire: If your clients
buy any-Aer Lingus return fare to
Ireland, they can add on a Superdrive or
Fly/Drive car hire arrangement:
Amagzingly low prices for weeks,
weekends or daily rates.

Flight Timeta'.les: Every Aer

Lingus flight between Britain and See your travel agent for your copy of

Ireland displayed in a concise and the new Aer Lingus Book. You can’t miss

easy-to-follow format. it — it's got Ireland written all over it!
Super Holidays from Aer Lingus: London: 01-734 1212;

The choice of Irish holidaysisas wide ~ Birmingham: 021-236 6211;

and varied as Ireland itself. The Aer Manchester: 061-832 8611;

Lingus Book 83 gives your clientsallthe  Glasgow: 041-248 4121

options: Dublin & Country Weekends,

Budget & Golden Motoring Holidays,

Self-catering Irish Cottages,

Cruising on the Shannon

Farmhouse Holidays and Tara Aer
Luxury Touring -

Holidays that feature Lln us w
some of the best hotels K¢’

inIreland. .
Its better by Aer.

ATOL 912
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