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IRISH ARE NOT
GETTING THEIR
FAIR SHARE

Why the Irish need 2 special

advisory service,

According to the 1981 census
the Irish in Brent tend to live in
the poorer parts of the borough, in
the inper urban areas of worst
housing conditions. For example,
Kilburn ward, with the highest
proportion of Irish people in
Brent, also has, in the words of
Brent Council’s own analysis,
“above average unemployment,
one of the highest sharing ameni-
ties, above average overcrowding,
very low owner-occupation,
second highest private renting”.

These are some of the reasons
why Brent Irish Advisory Service

was set up by concerned local Irish
people in 1978. Since then we have
found that because of increasing
hardship and. deprivation within
the community, the demands
placed upon our organisation have
overstretched its resources.

We know from our close contact

with the Irish community in Brent -

that there is desperate need for

specialist workers for -the Irish
homeless, unemployed, eiderly,
mentally ill, disabled, alcohol and
drug dependants. The present
allocation of resources is not meet-
ing their needs.

The present work of BIAS in-
cludes information, advice and
community Work; housing work,
especially with the single homeless
and migrant workers; social work
with the elderly, mentally ill and
families; and employment/training
work.

As rate-
payers and taxpayers we are surely
entitled to a fair share of the
resources in housing, social and
other services which we pay for.

Irish people do not get their fair
share of these resources. For ex-
ample, of £4,500,000 in
Brent’s Urb=n Programme this
vear goes to’ what Brent
Council itself calls a “large Irish

population with their own particu-

lar needs”.
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Social Services

The chairman of the Kilburn-
based Brent Irish Advisory Ser-
vice said that the organisation had
becen pressing for an Irish dimen-
sion in social services ever since
its formation in 1978. Longford-
born Colum Moloney, of Keslake
Road, Queens Park, said:,

“Qur organisation,

being the only council-funded Ir- .

ish community group in Brent, has
been dealing with the specific
needs of the Irish community for
the past eight vears. We have been
seekine grant-aid from <ocial ser-

vices for the last three years to
employ a social worker for the
Irish community.”

Valerie ~ Howarth, - the
-borough’s director of social
services,

says: “The need for certain cul-
turally specific services to be de-
veloped is recognised, particularly
for adolescents* and for elderly
members of the Irish community.
The contribution of community
groups within the Irish community
in the development and planning
of these services is welcomed.”

Let’s kick racism
out of BRENT

g et
REPRESENTATIVES of the Kil*
burn-based Brent Irish Advisory
Service and its offshoqt, the Innis-
free Housing Association, were in
Dublin for talks with
Irish government officials, statu-
tory and voluntary bodies about
the housing needs of ‘migrant
workers.

Increasing numbers of tenants
of local councils and local housing
association  have  approached
BIAS in recent years to seek
assistance in returning to live in
Ireland. The majority of these
people are pensioners or disabled
people who originally came to
Britain as migrant workers but
who would now prefer to return.

Among the main points discus-

'l sed were the housing policies of

Irish local autherities, the need for
easier mutual exchanges for
tenants, extended mobility
schemes, and reciprocal arrange-
ments between councils in Ireland
and Britain.
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d THE mayor and mayoress f
Brent, Councillor Cyr.!

@ Shaw and Mrs Shaw, phot..-

graphed with some membe; «
of the management comm::-
tee and staff of Brent Irivi:
Advisory Service, Kilburn, 1
the organisation’s recent b. -
nefit dance in the Galtymo «
Club, Cricklewood Broa:.-
way recently. A ‘total of
almost £1,000 was raised for
the organisation's welfar.
fund.

Front row (from left): D.-
nal Mac Craith (organiser;
Mrs Shaw, M1 Shaw, Mar-
garet Gallagher (secretary;.

Middle row (from lefi:
Jim Smith (housing worker:,
Marie Dalton, Tim Hartnei:
(vice-chairman).

Back row (from left): Col-
um Moloney (chairmon) and
Padraic Kenna.




The work of Brent Irish )
Aduvisory Serv

Brent Irish Advisorv Service is
a voluntary organisation based
in the Irish community. Its full-
time employees are the Org-
aniser and the Housing Worker.
Although BIAS is primarily
concerned with the Irish in
Brent, anyone with a housing
or welfare problem is welcome
to seek our assistance, irrespec-
tive of nationality or race.

Homelessness is the most
common social problem for Irish
people in Brent. A high proportion
of Brent’s Irish are homeless or in
housing stress. Many homeless or
badly housed Irish people are un-
aware of their housing and other
rights, are often not registered on
the housing waiting list, are not
availing themselves of the housing
schemes, and are not receiving
henefits to which they may be
entitled.

The 1981 Census shows a
higher proportion of Irish in pri-
vately rented accomodation to any
other ethnic group. One role of
BIAS is to ensure that people are
made aware of their rights to a
home and that they do apply.
Several single homeless people
entitled to housing because they
suffer from a disability or handi-
cap have only found their way to
the Housing Provisions Unit through
referral by BIAS.

While Irish households as a
‘whole suffer greater overcrowding
than average, the most acute need
is that of single migrant workers.
Some of the privately-rented ac-
comodation used by Irish workers
is substandard, over-crowded, and
in contravention of housing, plan-

ning and environmental health
legislation.

Often single people are forced
to live in overcrowded and sub-
standard accomodation in lodging
houses, hostels and bed and break-
fast guest houses, often with a lack
of privacy, inadequate fire pre-
cautions, no security of tenure,
loss of personal dignity and social
stigma.

The position of the older single
migrant worker, homeless or living
in very poor housing conditions,
and predominantly male, is parti-

‘cularly bad. Many of these people
came over between 1945 and 1960
when unemployment in Ireland and
shortage of labour in Britain brought
many thousands of Irish to live and
work in Brent. Over half of the
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male residents at the DHSS Recep-
tion Centre in Pound Lane, Willes-
den are Irish.

While the single Irish with the
most strikingly acute difficulties
are chiefly male, we should remem-
ber that in Brent there are 800
more women who were born in the
Republic of Ireland than men. Many
of these women came to Brent in
the 1950s to work in jobs with tied
accomodation; in hospitals, hotels
and pubs, or as living-in domestics
with private families, circumstances
which make those Irish women
liable to be made homeless when
such employment ceases to be
available.

BIAS has referral rights for
one-bédroomed and bed-sit ac-
comodation to Brent Council and
local housing associations, and is
negotiating with Brent Peoples
Housing Association for a Special
Project to provide accomodation
for migrant workers who have lived
for many years in hostels and

- lodgings, with the support necessary
to enable them to goontoindepen-
dent accomodation.

BIAS is also concerned with
the number of Irish-born people in
Brent, especially pensioners, who
wish to return to Ireland. Those
who cannot. afford to purchase g
home in Ireland face difficulties as
some Irish councils require that
applicants for local authority housing
should have lived in their area for a
minimum period which may range
from six months to four years.

While mutual exchanges are
possible between council or housing
association .tenants in Brent and

" tenants in the Republic of Ireland,
such tenants cannot transfer there
directly. The National Mobility
Scheme which enables tenants to
move from one local authority to
another within Britain has been
extended to the North of Ireland
but there is no similar scheme to
cover the Republic of Ireland.
Migrant workers would be greatly
helped by an inter-European or
even international mobility scheme,
and this is a proposal we would
encourage all concerned with
tenants’ rights to push for.

Brent Irish Advisory Service have
an office at 76, Salusbury Road.
Queens Park, NW6. We can be
telephoned on 624 9991 at any time
(if there’s no-one in the office, you
can leave a message on the answer-
phone).

HIJACKED
CENTRE?

Brent  Irish
Cultural and Community
Centre.

Despite its original charter, who
is running the project and for
whom? How many Brent Irish
community groups are now active-
ly involved? Is it true that it is
designed to meet the felt commun-
ity needs of Irish ratepayers in
Brent?

Time has taken its toll —
circumstances and the political
and economic climate - have
changed dramatically. The project
was out of a commitment at
the council elections (1982) to the
Brent Irish community. It was
largely the work of Councillor
John ‘Ryan, - Donal MacCraith

rent Irish Advisory Service
BIAS), Irish-born’ trade unionists
and community activists.

The project was promoted
effectively by the Brent Irish
Cultural and Welfare steering
group. This group enlisted the
support of more than 20 ‘Irish
organisations, a number of en-
thusiastic Labour councillors —
— and Brent borough-wide

| prganisations such as the Brent
‘ Federation of Tenants, Bremt
" Trades Council and Brent Com-

munity Relations Council
{(BCRO). )

The early emphasis was Jaid
upon Brent Irish community de-
velopment and welfare activity,
especially for our growing number
of Irish elderly in the borough.
Certainly, Irish culture in the
broad sense of the term was a
major element in that conception
— culture in the service of the
oeople , net the narrow or drawing
room variety of the posh lrish,

: In fact, when local residents
raised - the issue of providing a
large car-parking area involving
demolition of a quarter of the
Salusbury Road building, it was
‘pointed out that the local Irish
working-class users would walk to

" the centre. Unlike the Irish Club

professional class and “subbies,”
few of the Kilburn-Carlton Vale
Irish would need a costly car park.

As time rolled by a limited
liability company was formed —
Brent Irish Cultural and Commun-

. -ity Association Ltd (BICCA). The

emphasis was laid upon culture.

Ensure that the Irish working class
in Kilburn, and Willesden Green,
Carlton Vale and Harlesden don’t
find themselves, at the end of the
day, paying for yet another Tam-

" many Hall and drinking club for

Irish subbies in Salusbury Road.

There’s a lucrative contract for
demolition, building and refur-
bishing work, A score of subbics
are -buzzing around the jam-jar.
Let’s hope the local Irish unem-
ployed and then neighbours, what-
ever their nationality, get their

_ share of the public money (Brent
, Council and GLC) financing this

project. ’ )
M. O’'CALLANAIN



BENEFIT DANCE

Ap elderly Irishman was
homeless and living rough it the
Kilburn area until found by a
voluntary worker from Brent Irish
Advisory Service (BIAS).

The 70-year-old pensioner was
almost penniless and his physical
and mental health was deteriorat-
_ing due to malnutrion. Brent hous-
ing service found him temporary
accommodation and BIAS helped
him to obtain his full pension and
free travel permit.

He moved into a
warm, comfortable bedsitter, and
although he has most of the essen-
tial items, he would like a few
extras to make it a bit more
homely. An unwanted radio or
black and white television set
would be especially welcome to
help relieve some of his boredom
and isolation.

The case cited above is often
‘typical of the kind of welfare work
undertaken by the staff and volun-
teers at BIAS, whose benefit

dance at the Galtymore Club in
Cricklewood in aid of the Kilburn-
based Brent Irish Advisory Ser-
vice was a great success, and
helped to raise much-needed wel-
fare funds for the organisation.

Now in its eighth busy year,
BIAS is an Insh community de-
velopment and sell-help organisa-
tion which provides information.
advice, practical assistance and
welfare support to those in need or
at nisk. ]

Longford born Colum Moluney,
of Keslake Road, Queen’s Park,
the chairman of BIAS, says:
**Since our formation in 1978 our
voluntary organisation has been
able to assist thousands of poeple
of all age and backgrounds, the
majority of them in Kilburn,
Cricklewood, Harlesden and Wil-
lesden.

“To all of them I say — we may
have helped you, or a friend of
yours, or a group you belong to;
we need your support. All pro-
ceeds from tickess bought in adv-
ance will help to alleviate hardship

and misery in our community,
especially among the¢: who may
be alone, isojedrd, homicless or
sick.”

Music for the occasion was pro-
vided by the versatile Blue
Diamonds band with a musical
programme to suit all tastes —
ceili, old time, country and mod-
ern. Popular DJ “Cowboy Patsy”
filled in the awkward gaps with the
latest and greatest Irish hits.

Guest artistes included the Wil-
lesden-based Bantry Pipers and
Dancers, led by their founder and
trainer Mrs Eileen Wagstaff of
Fleetwood Road, Dollis Hill, in a
rousing selection of marches and
dance tunes which helped to get
the evening off to a fine start.

Then came an enjoyable display
of Irish dance by the talented
Kinsella Dancers — taught by
Theresa Kinsella of Attewood
Avenue, Neasden at weekly clas-
ses in Cricklewood — who gave a
delightful presentation of jigs,
reels and horapipes to the musical

accompaniment of champion “fid-
dler Seamus McKeon.

The Mayor and Mayoress of
Brent, Coundilor Cyril Shaw and
his wife, came along for the even-
ing and were introduced to mem-
bers of the local Irish community.
Thé Mayor greeted the audience
in the Irish language and the
Mayoress was presented with a
bouquet of flowers.

Colum Moloney of Keslake
Road, Queen’s Park, the Long-
ford-born chairman of Brent Irish
Advisory Service, thanked all those
who helped to make the .evening
such a success. “We would like to
thank all those who bought or sold
tickets and who came on the
night”, he said.

“We also thank all our guest
artistes, all who donated prizes for
the raffie, the local press and
media, the management and staff
of the Galtymore, local pabhcans
and clubs, and all whe conmtributed
in any way no matter hos smali’.

* * *
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CORK County Councn
at its March meeting
adopted a notice of
motion in the name of
Cllr. Noel Collins (Ind.)

D
Making a strong case tor
financial support, Clir. Col-
lins said: “The emigration
of a citizen should not
signal the end of concern
for him / her in their native
country. There are many
organisations in Great Bri-
tain attempting to provide
services for emigrants but

migrant young

THE problems of young
Irish migrant workers in
north-west London (™17
highlighted in a televnse
report on contemporary
‘migration transmitted
early in the new year by
‘ Radio Telefis Eireann, Ire-
land’s national television
service

A team from “Today
Tonight", the station’s daily even-
ing news and current affairs maga-
zine programme, came to London
to talk to the young people them-
selves. The position of those who
are homeless or joblch WASTOM-
pared with that of younig graduates
and professionals who xcomhe here
to further their careers.

Interviews were held with
homeless young men and women
in the Kilburn area for whom
“squatting” has become; not only
necessity, but a way of life. The

team also met several young peo-

ple who are ‘'sleeping rough”, on
park benches,

"Among the welfare agencies

contacted were Brent Irish Advis-
ory Service,

With more than half of Ire-
land’s population under 25, and
with high unemployment among
young people, the pressures to
migrate are very great. It is hoped
thatthe report will bring home the
risk of homelessness and the lack
of employment opportunities
which today’s young migrants may

have to face on coming to London.
* * *

they will need our financial
support, if they are to
respond properly to the
many calls for help.”
ClIr. Collins went on:
- “I'worked among our fellow
Irish people in North Lon-
don in the early 1960s and.
therefore, I know their
problems. I visit them
annually. I feel that if prac-
tical concern could be
shown on the home front, it
. would help to ease the situ-
ation. I can recall writing

ents here in Ireland, plead-
ing with them to accept
their children back home.

Official figures issued
recently show that Irish
prople make up 23 per cent
ot the homelessin London's
mner city. This chmbs 1o
nearer 30 per cent in Irish
areas like Kilburn and Pad-
dington. Most of the older
generation of Irish emig-
rants came to Brita:n in

h of work duning tne
ey 4 3
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letters from London to par--

SUPPORT

Many continue to suffer
from various social prob-
lems which stem from
deprivation. I continue to
.receive letters from London .
seeking my help with emig-
rants in trouble. I had a let-
ter, recently, from the
Brent Irish Advisory Ser-
vice 76 Salisbury Road, Kil-
burn, requesting Cork
County Council to repair an
emigrant's house in North
Cork to enable him to
return home to end his
days. He is 69 years of age.
He has no savings other
than his weekly pension. !
he had savings there would
be no need to write to me.

If the Council itself can-
not do this work, perhaps
with the assistance of tRe
‘Southern Health Board and
through the generosity of
the public in general.
enough money could be put
together to ease this man's
plight. I have passed his file
on to the North Cork Man-
ager — Des Wixted. whom [
trust can help him.

SORTED OLT

1 have many other letters
but these I have sorted out
with the help of friends. I
would like to see Local
Authorities taking an
interest in the welfare of
our-emigrants. Maybe peo-
ple could *“adopt’” some
Irish Centre that cares for
our people  Brent Irich
Advisory Service s
doing great work tor
emigrants,

oar
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passports

THE new Irish passport,

now being issued in a new other
guages
Existing Irish passports will re-
main vaiid unti! their normal ex-
piry date. For further information
and passport applications contact
1AS ‘Information Centre_ in .
-Kilburn on 624 9991.

European Community for-
mat, deep wine in colour, is
smaller than the old green
passport and has a flexible
cover, making it more con-
-venient to carry. The main
text of the Eassport is'1n
Irish, English and French

with a translation in the

Community lan-

* k %

A delegation {rom the Brent lrish Advisory

service hat been to Dubiin for meetings with
various prominent politicians, including the
Minisier of Labour, Ruairi Quinn. The
purpose of the meetings was 10 impress upon
politicians the need to. dissuade Irish
youngsters from coming to I}rilain without
either job or accommodation prospects,
wriies PAUL GRIBBEN.

**Ruairi Quinn told us that certain people
bencfit from migration, but we pointed out
that vast numbers are now arriving in Britain
unable to find work or a place to stay. In
Breni alonc there are thousands of irish

_peopie, many of them young ‘school-leavers,
living in squats’’, Donal Mac Craith of BIAS
_told The Irish Post. The other members of
the delegation were Jim Smith, - Colum
Moicney and Tim Hartnett.

emigrating to Britain. The information wil}
be distributed through the ‘National
Manpower Services offices throughout the

disseminate the information in rural areas
where, the Minister feels, the harsh realities

by many people. . _
The BIAS group also met with Fianna Fail

Tony Gregory and Workers' Party leader
Tomas Mac Giolla. )
.Tony Gregory told the delegation that in

The Minister promised to disseminate’
information on the hazards of unpreparedly .

country. Special -efforts. will be made to _.

of present-day emigration are not appreciated.

chief whip Bert Aherne, Independent TD -

Promise to provide information on
hazards: of unprepared emigration

his Dublin inner-city constituency entire
families are now packing up and leaving
freland. . :

The second purpose of the BIAS visit to
Dublin was to discuss housing with the
Department  of the Environment. The
delegation had a lengthy meeting with Fergus
O'Bricn, the Minister - of State for the
Lnvironment. “*We discussed the possibility
of “establishing a housing  association in
Ircland to cater for such as pensioners and
disabled people who, having speni many
years in Britain, now wish to return home’,
Donal Muc Craith said.

The regulations to qualify for a council
tenzncy in the Republic are particularly
stringent and BIAS is seeking a flexibility 1o
2ssist people wishing to return home. “‘In this
area wc ure  cessentially concerned about
people who were forged to leave Ireland in
the post-War years 2nd who now wani to live
out their remaining years back in Ireland. We
feel -that cvery cffort ‘must be made to
accommodatc them', Donal Mac Craith
added. g

The Minister of State put forward the idea
that it might be possible tc have reciprocal
housing schemes, whereby a specific local
council in Britain would agree to house a
number of peopie from a specified local
authority area in Ireland and vice versa.

BIAS now plans to seek the views of Brent
Council. Meanwhile the organisation is
pressing ahead with its own housing
association.

youth

AN AMBITIOUS new
association, run entirely by
the younger members of
the local Irish community,
and believed to be the first
of its kind in Britain, has
already attracted wide-
spread " interest and
support. .

The inaugural public meeting of
the Development of Irish Youth
Association at the Carlion Com-
munity Centre in Granville Road.
Kilburn, Jast month was well
attended, despite .a lack of public-
ity, and its members hope that it
will be first of many such events.

The founder members are De-
anis O'Brien, Liam Donohoe and
the Devereux brothers — all born,
bred and schooled locally and of
Irish parentage. They say that they
have set up the association to
encourage the “‘cultural aware-
ness” of second-generation Irish
youth in Brent.

Brent Irnsh Advisory Service -

IONAD EOLAIS

INFORMATION CENTRE

PEOPLES RIGHTS - IN BRITAIN, IRELAND & EUROPE
Housing - Employment - Education - Health - Legal - Pensions
IRISH ARTS & CULTURE - ACTIVITIES, CLASSES & RESOURCES
An Ghaeilge - Dance - Music - Gaelic Games - Irish Studies

76 Salusbury Road, Kilburn nwe sny

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF OUR TELEPHONE NUMBER

01-624 2991

BIAS cculd always use your help and suppont

AN INVESTIGA-
TION into the way
housing essociations
and other orgznisa-
tions allocate homes to
clients has been or-
dered by Brent Coun-
cil.

The investigation was
moved by the council’s
Policy and Resources
Committee  when con-

- sidering an application
for funding by the Brent

Inish Advisory Service.

. 1AS has nominaton
rights to several housing
-associations.

Chairman -Bob Lacey
{Cons, Preston) led the
call for an investigation
into .BIAS’s housing
nomunation policy.

Labour leader Martin
Coleman said the inquiry
should be extended to in-
<lude all housing associa-
tions in the arez during
the past four years. B

- The committee de-
cided to go shead with
the “funding for BIAS
pending the outcome of
the report.

In the past, BIAS has
been run from money un-
der the Urban Pro-
gramme. Brent paid 25
per cent with the rest paid
for by the Department of

“the Environment under
the Urban Programme.

Funding under the
programme finished in
March and BIAS wanted
Brent to contiriue funding
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